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IN THE BEGINNING: The History of LT&r. 


eed DIALING AMERICA: The Story of Lincoln's T 
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On the afternoon of the cutover the company played host to an interested group from the telephone industry, representing equip- 
ment manufacturers, 


and officials from neighboring Bell and Independent operating companies. 


Dialin g 


Lincoln becomes hub for Operator  , 
 abeaaee elie great step in the march of progress of LT&T 
“+ was taken with the Lincoln toll cutover on the night of 
December 12. At that time it became possible for long “ 
distance operators serving Lincoln and 124 other com- 
munities in our territory to dial calls directly to more than 
17 million of the nation’s 50 million telephones without 
aid from or contact with operators at distant cities. 

The initiation into service of the inter-toll switching 
equipment and long distance board at Lincoln’s new tele- 
phone building at 15th and M Streets created the hub for 
long distance dialing in southeast Nebraska, enabling oper- 
ators to dial long distance calls straight through to telephones 
in nearly all towns of our territory which have dial service. 
They will also be able to make direct connection, through 
the equipment at 15th and M, with the national system in 
reaching telephones in cities throughout the United States 
and Canada. Lincoln thus becomes an important dial toll 
center in the national long distance network. 

It is not too early to know, with complete assurance, 
that the cutover was an eminent success and a happy con- 
clusion to months of careful planning on the part of the 
engineers; tedious and skillful craftsmanship by telephone 
technicians; and the preparation and training of traffic 
forces. The lion’s share of the credit gyrates to the one 
man who would be last to claim it: Cecil C. Donley, chief 
engineer, who has scrutinized with care nearly every detail 
in the erection of the building and equipment from the 
beginning as a vacant lot to its present form. He has known 
no office hours and few week ends or holidays during the 


General cutover headquarters were established in the office 
of C. B. Meshier, district plant manager. J. A. McKinzie, general 
plant superintendent, left, checks final draft of cutover plans. 


Three departments at work during the cutover. Dick Bauer 
and Al Ager, at left, represent the plant; Charles Connors and 
Paul Henson, center, the engineering; and Georgia Smith and 
Rod Andrews, right, the traffic. 
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Left: The new toll board comes to life. The west “lineup” is 
shown in this view. Right: Manning the new toll test board are, 
left to right: Chet Harp, Otis Clark, Clyde Higgins, Bob Black- 


ford, Bill Wolf, Ernest Barney, Henry Peachman and Charles 
Peachman, toll wire chief. 


A final class in toll operating instruction is conducted by 
Dorothea Heckman at left. Class members, reading clockwise, 
are Virginia Gorman, Eva Stanning, Betty Wright, LaVerne 
Ruddell and Nelda Smith. 


~-a6f 2 Ye 


UAE Sew. 


2 aii aad oP Pe : nS a ee 
‘Commission, Lincoln City Council, Radio Stations and the Press were guests of the company December 
shown assembled in the operators’ lounge following a tour of the building. 
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Members of the State Railway 
ll. Here they are 


America 


L. D. dialing in southeast Nebraska 
ast three years. 
‘ To he others, dozens of them, who have bent their 
thoughts and efforts toward the fruition of this giant under- 
taking, is due the hearty thanks of 4 grateful company and 
its subscribers. Some of these people are shown on these 
pages; others, though out of camera view, performed equally 
important roles in the development of the new equipment 

and its beautiful quarters. 

Events of the final days before the cutover found the 
members of the cutover personnel carefully rehearsing their 
part in the activities, while wiring, equipment and details 
were checked and rechecked to eliminate possible trouble 
spots. 

On Friday, December 11, an invitation was extended to 
community leaders, members of the Lincoln City Council, 
State Railway Commission, the press and radio stations, to 
inspect the building and equipment and on the night of 
the cutover the company acted as host to a large group of 
officials in the communications field including representa- 
tives of the Bell operating companies, equipment manufac- 
turers and independent telephone organizations. 

The cutover was accomplished by a succession of steps 
beginning at eight o’clock Saturday evening and terminating 
at two o'clock Sunday morning. It was a strange sight to 
see the old toll switchboard standing forlorn and unattended 
for the first time since it was brought into service forty 
years ago. A. S. Keckler, plant training supervisor, and 
C. E. Cummings, plan engineer, both had part in its 
installation and cutover at that time. 


Left: Jumper cuts on the old main frame were entrusted to 
Ivan Hellerick, on ladder, and John Drake, below. Right: Toll 
cutover keys being thrown by Bob Blackford, Bill Wolf, Clyde 
Higgins and Ronnie Hibbert. 


Ray Clinton, C. B. Meshier and George Keith. Center picture: 
Mabel Volpp, assistant chief, performed the last routine of the 
old office as she carried the final toll tickets from the deserted 
operating room. Right: Traffic functions of the big night were 
directed by Dick Hobson and Lioyd Cleveland, shown at their 
stations in the new operating room. 
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Heavy responsibilities rested on this battery of equipment 

experts. Seated are Oliver Hoffman and Ivan Paddack; standing, 
from left, are Dell Gilmore, Ardell Robison, Alvin Reed and 


Perry Caldwell. 


Heart of the new overating room is the rate and route desk, 
terminus of the pneumatic tube system for distributing toll 
tickets. From this station operators are provided with informa- 
tion on routes and rates for individual calls, 
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Constructing the Lincoln office manhole 


manhole. 


The Automatic telephone building on South 
in the autumn of 1903. The gas main seen in 14th Street took form rapidly. This picture 
the picture still bisects our present office was taken late in the year of 1903. 


First dial switching apparatus in Nebraska 
was installed on second floor of Lincoln’s new 
building by Automatic Electric crew in spring 
of 1904. 


In the Beginning 


The first of a series of historical sketches of LT&T and its people to 
be featured regularly in the News during this, our anniversary year. 


ee GRAHAM BELL invented the telephone, 
but he had a hard time proving it. 

A United States patent granted to him March 7, 1876, 
covered broadly the electrical transmission of speech. 
Another covering essential mechanical features of the tele- 
phone was granted January 30, 1877. Many other patents 
were obtained by Mr. Bell but these two were known as 
“The Bell Patents,” and are said to have been the most 
valuable ever issued. 

From the first Mr. Bell was beset with charges and liti- 
gation, stemming from inventors who claimed prior discovery 


and from infringers who were intent on invading the prom- 


ising field of telephony. 


Much of the energy of the Bell Company was expended, 
in those first years, defending its right to exist and retain its 
monopoly of the electrical speaking telephone. Consider- 
ing its meager assets and humble beginnings, the organiza- 
tion enjoyed amazing growth during the 17 years it held 
exclusive reign in the industry. The field was fertile and 
rich and the harvest could be had for the gleaning; but, in 
retrospect, it can be clearly seen that the Bell made several 
errors of omission that later weighed heavily against it. 

First of these was that the company followed the line 
of least resistance and larger profits by serving only the 
larger cities. There were no farm line telephones in the 
entire country when the Bell patents expired in the early 


nineties, while thousands of small and medium-size towns 


were without a 
telephone ex- 
change; many of 
them without con- 
nection to the 
emaciated toll line 
system. 

Another, and 
perhaps greater 
mistake, was to al- 
low the dial tele- 
phone to remain 
and develop in the 
independent field. 


H. Woods, 
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Founders of our company were Charles J. Bills, Allen W. Field and Frank 
articles of incorporation March 7, 1903. 


who signed the original 


With the expiration of the fundamental Bell patents, 
telephone manufacturing companies independent from the 
Bell System sprang up throughout the nation. Communi- 
ties that had long cried out their need for telephone service 
were quick to raise local capital to build a telephone ex- 
change. The fact that a few early investors in Bell patents 
and telephone development had realized enormous returns 
was an important factor contributing to the ease with which 
these first independent companies were financed, even in 
the teeth of a general building depression which lasted 
from 1893 to 1898. 

The last two years of the old century saw the great 
boom in telephony begin in earnest. All over the country 
new telephone exchanges were being constructed. The Bell 
System, accepting the challenge, hastened to modernize and 
expand their facilities and to provide rural telephone service. 
The disjointed long distance system became a national net- 
at least in physical connection and in theory. 


work 
The boom attracted many speculators and promoters, 
who often were a necessary adjunct in providing experience 
and capital for organizing the independent companies. In this 
business, as a promoter, was Frank L. Bills, brother of Charles 
J. Bills, who had established himself as an investment banker 
at Fairbury. Both brothers had been students of Col. F. M. 
Woods, back in Illinois. In 1903 Charles Bills had removed 
his investment business to Lincoln and when his brother Frank 
arrived in town to 
investigate the 
feasibility of es- 
tablishing an in- 
dependent tele- 
phone exchange in 
the capital city 
they sought the 
legal aid and as- 
sistance of Frank 
H. Woods, the lo- 
cally influential 
son of their former 
school teacher. 
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On that same day the incorporators held the ce 
official meeting of the new company to accept the Its 7 
d as evi 


chise and arrange for the necessary $20,000 bon 
dence of their good faith. | = 
From this time progress was rapid and the guiding han 
of Frank H. Woods was everywhere in evidence. On May 
4, 1903, the seven original stockholders held their si 
meeting. They were Frank H. Woods, Charles J. Bills, 
Mark W. Woods, George J. Woods, Frank L. Bills, Allen 


Laying underground conduit south from the offi , 
t genera 


Residences in background occupy site of presen 
office building. 


Maret was the first exchange manager. 
So the Lincoln Telephone Company came j bei 

is still little indication of | nto being. 

There was th a the barriers that lay in 

fhe road ahead; of the stormy times and stirrj 


de 


ng scenes th: 
would shape the destiny of the national hear aa 
field and fling a fearless young midwestern lawyer into grips 
with front line powers of the industrial and financial world. 
For these things came to pass, and will be told in their 


proper order as our history unfolds. 


Another view of the office manhole, 1903, showing the 
entrance of concrete ducts from the north. The men are 
engineers for the contractor. 


PIONEER FUN SWINGS TO DISTAFF SIDE 


More than half a hundred ladies of the Pioneer chapter were present and 
accounted for when the dinner bell sounded at the annual Ladies’ Party held 
December 4 at the University Club, Lincoln. The committee in charge was com- 
posed of Myra Metcalf and Clara Jones, co-chairmen; Grace Hauschild, Mina 
Jorgensen, Louise Schmidt, Ethyl Armstrong, Inez Olson and Hattie Staley. The 
latter, who handled the reservations, deserves a round of applause for her efforts 


in rounding up the clan. 


A well-planned program topped off the evening with Pearl Barnhouse lead- 
ing the carol-sing, and Ethyl Armstrong directing the games. It was the general 
Opinion of the members present that the Pioneer men could keep their old stag 


parties. The gals can be exclusive, too. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


HE following claims were paid by 

the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during the month 
of December: 


Primary Members: R. C. Parsons, Lincoln 
pensioner, $105.00; J. M. Isley, Supply, $15.00; 
A. E. Dulin, Service, $268.00; Donna E. Larsen, 
Hastings Traffic, $10.00; R. J. Donaldson, 
Supply, $101.85; Ethel MTwing, Accounting, 
$15.00; J. C. Gear, Fairbury Plant, $39.00; 
K. C. Rutherford, Service, $20.00: W. R. Min- 
ick, Geneva Plant, $7.50; Delores R. Moser, 
David City Traffic, $26.85; H. W. Cane, Engi- 
neering, $213.00. 

Dependent Members: Claudia J. Walker. 
Lincoln, $4.50; Judith Walker, Lincoln, $35.93: 
Gary Lee Hromadka, Hastings, $52.98: Ken- 
neth Drewel, Lincoln, $49.61; Mrs. John M. 
Hobson, Lincoln, $35.35; Douglas Hellerich, 
Lincoln, $65.29; Joyce Neujahr, Syracuse, 
$22.76. 


Fairbury Operators Merit 
Special Courtesy Award 


HE “Most Courteous” prize, offered 

by the Bonham Theater of Fairbury, 
has been awarded to a “voice,” accord- 
ing to an announcement by the theater 
manager, Loren Landkamer. 

The “voice,” he explained, is the 
collective voice of the operators of the 
Fairbury telephone exchange as they 
handled the heavy traffic in holiday 
messages with a maximum of patience 
and courtesy. The Fairbury Journal, in 
reporting the award, quoted Landkamer 
as saying that each of the operators 
shares in the special recognition. 
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First Telephone Exchange 


Opened in New Haven, Conn. 
ROM the day it first carried the 


human voice with unmistakable 
clarity—between two rooms in the Bos- 
ton lodging house of its inventor, 
March 10, 1876—the telephone faced 
the challenge of distance. The Greek 
roots of its name signified “far speak- 
ing.” But how far? 

Alexander Graham Bell soon took his 
invention outdoors to find out. He 
attached it to the familiar telegraph 
wires of the day wherever he could 
borrow them. Within months, the 
telephone did two miles, 25, 100, 200 
and more! 


These trial steps in borrowed shoes, 
in 1876 and early 1877, ran into the 
hundreds and were often accompanied 
by lectures by Bell. They were the 
sensation of the times in many a City 
and town. In them was the promise 
of “long distance,” but only the prom- 
ise. For the telephone yet had no wire 
lines of its own or other paraphernalia. 
There was no telephone business. There 
was only the ingenious little device Bell 
had produced from his unique theoriz- 
ing and persistent experimenting. 


But in the early months of 1877 a 
telephone business was in the making. 
It began that May about a month after 
Charles Williams, Jr., first manufac- 
turer of telephone instruments for Bell, 
had built a demonstration line between 
his electrical shop in Boston and his 
home in Somerville. 


In this beginning the telephone busi- 
ness consisted of leasing telephone in- 
struments, generally in pairs, but some- 
times in threes and fours. Lessees had 
to build their own lines, which usually 
ran between homes and offices or stores 
and factories, or simply between two 
homes. The lessors—Bell and his small 
group of associates—guaranteed satis- 
factory conversation up to 20 miles. In 
a way, that was “long distance.” 


Still, in 1877, there was no way of 
interconnecting lines so that a person 
at one telephone could reach any other 
in town. But E. T. Holmes in Boston 
that year, with a crude switchboard of 
his devising, demonstrated experimen- 
tally that such interconnections could 
be made. His work foreshadowed the 
exchange service soon to rise up in 
another quarter—-New Haven, Conn. 


There a group of telephone pioneers, 
with a switchboard of their design, 
opened a telephone exchange on Jan. 
28, 1878. It was the world’s first. 

Other exchanges in many places soon 
followed New Haven’s. One in Lowell, 
opened on April 19, 1878, was the first 
in Massachusetts. In the rest of New 
England, New Hampshire's first ex- 
change was in Manchester, in Septem- 
ber, 1878; Rhode Island’s in Providence, 
April 2, 1879; Vermont’s in Burlington, 
June 1, 1879; Maine’s in Portland, Sept. 
1, 1879. 

Pioneer exchange builders in these 
years of beginning were thinking also 
of telephone lines between cities. Bell 
himself in March, 1878, phrased the 
thought this way: “. ... I believe, in 
the future, wires will unite the head 
office of the telephone company in 
different cities, and a man in one part 
of the country may communicate by 
word of mouth with another in a dis- 


tant place.” 
—Telephony. 


Marie Vidlock Wins 


"Name A Movie’ Prize 


ARIE VIDLOCK, Accounting, was 
awarded the $25 U. S. Savings 
Bond as winner in the contest to name 
the motion picture commemorating the 
company’s 50th anniversary in 1954. 
The picture will bear the title, “Mile- 
stones of Service.” It is now in its final 
stages of preparation and will soon be 
available for showings throughout the 
company’s operating territory. 

A total of 55 entries were received 
in the contest which was announced in 
the August-September issue of the 
News. 
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Give Till It Hurts! 


A pair of would-be burglars in Hous- 
ton, Tex., were too helpful for their 
own good. Nabbed by an alert night 
watchman as they were about to enter 
a store building they were led to a 
nearby coin telephone. The watchman 
searched his pockets for a dime, but 
found none. He turned to one of the 
burglar suspects and asked for a dime 
loan. He got it and promptly called 
the police. 


in i mee. too 


The last stand. This quartette 
of operators was last to leave 
their positions at the old board. 


He saw its birth and death. A. S. Keckler was 
one of the switchboard crew who was sent to 
Lincoln in August 1909 to help install the Dean 
board. 
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End of Line for Lincoln's 40-Year-Old Toll Board 


UIETLY and painlessly, in the dark 

hours of the night of the cutover, 
life ebbed away from Lincoln’s old toll 
board as one by one its circuits were 
transferred to the eager young board 
at 15th and M. And one by one the 
operators slipped away to take their 
stations before the new board until at 
last only four were left. To these go 
the distinction of attending the final 
rites; for they, with Mabel Volpp, as- 
sistant chief, remained until the last 
signal lamp had flickered out. In the 
picture above the four ladies are shown 
entering the last hours of the death 
watch. They are, from left: Mary 
Arthur, Eloise Baldwin, Rexine Bretta 
and Lois Meyers. A picture of Miss 
Volpp, and her final activity, is also 
shown in this issue as part of the cut- 


Over story. 

The gentleman standing before the 
vacant Dean board in the other picture 
above is Arthur S. Keckler, who came 
to Lincoln as an employee of the Dean 
Electric Company in August, 1909. His 
job was to help install the new 12- 
position board for LT&T. Shortly 
afterwards Mr. Keckler became an 
employee of our company and has been 
accumulating an enviable record of 
service and performance ever since. 

In 1913 he had a part of transferring 
the Dean board from the first to third 
floor where it became part of the huge 
and familiar horseshoe of toll positions. 
The balance of the board was installed 
by the Western Electric Company. It 
was cut into service in the spring of 
1914. 


December 15 marked the 35-year milestone of service for L. A. Stacy, chief 


clerk for the supply department and a past president of the Frank H. Woods 
Pioneer Chapter. He is shown receiving his emblem of service from F. M. Strasser, 
supervisor of supplies. Behind them, from left to right, are Florence Tatman, 
Ernest Royce, John Litzenberg, Rollie Winders, R. R. Rauch, Lowell Johnson, 
R. V. Clifford, Kent Eno and A. W. Holcomb. 

Mr. Stacy entered the organization as a shopman on December 15, 1918; 
became a supply department clerk in 1924; supply accountant in 1940 and was 


appointed chief clerk in May 1944. 
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D. C. WILSON RETIRES 


Francis Darnold Becomes District Wire Chief 


D. C. Wilson F. P. Darnold 


HE retirement of D. C. “Doc” 


Wilson as Western District wire 
chief became effective January 1, at 
which time his successor, Francis P. 
Darnold, officially stepped into his 
shoes. However, the latter has been 
on the job for the past two months 
learning the intricacies of the work 
under the tutelage of Mr. Wilson. 

Ranking third in length of service 
among all active employees, Doc is one 
of the three last representatives of the 
old Nebraska Bell Company. His orig- 
inal employment with that organization 
was at Omaha in May 1908, and when 
he moved to Lincoln some months later 
he made it a point to be standing by 
each morning when the telephone 
crews were assigned to various jobs. 
Sure enough, a lineman was needed on 
an alley wagon one day, and Doc was 
invited to climb aboard. The fact that 
he had never yet climbed a pole did not 
deter him from claiming the rating of 
a first class lineman. 


The consolidation in 1912 brought 


him to LT&T as an installer. Since 
then he has filled with distinction a 
multitude of positions. To name a few, 
he has served as inspector, wire chief 
at College View, combinationman at 
Lincoln and University Place, lineman, 
special-man, switchboardman, switch- 
board foreman, district inspector, acting 
district plant manager, and lastly, West- 
ern District wire chief, the position he 
has held since 1945. 

Mr. Wilson has a son and two 
daughters in the west, and his present 
plans call for a leisurely journey through 
Arizona and California, visiting his 
children and many friends en route. 

The appointment of Francis Dar- 
nold to Doc’s former position is hailed 
as well deserved recognition for one 
of the finest telephone craftsmen in 
the business. Darnold is an old-timer 
in point of service, which dates from 
his employment as shopman at Lincoln 
in October, 1922. He became a switch- 
boardman in 1924 and COE installer 
in 1932. 

In 1940 Francis returned to Lincoln 
as an extra first class switchman and 
served on special assignment during the 
latter part of the war as merit switch- 
boardman. In November 1948 he was 
made _ installer-repairman COE, the 
classification he held at the time of his 
recent promotion. 

The Darnold family already have 
taken up residence in Hastings where 
Mrs. Darnold is continuing her em- 
ployment as a member of the traffic 
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Mrs. Fred Divis Dies at Carroll 


‘Oiaecwins was saddened for the 

many employee friends of Bridget 
L. Divis, former chief operator at Colon 
and Steinauer, when it was learned that 
her death occurred 
at her home at Car- 
roll on the preced- 
ing Sunday. Funer- 
al services were 
held at Wahoo on 
Wednesday, De- 
cember 23, with 
burial at St. Fran- 
cis cemetery of that 
city. 
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Bridget L. Divis 


Mrs. Divis joined 
the company as relief operator at Colon 
in June 1924 and within the month was 
appointed chief operator. She attended 
the duties of that exchange until short- 
ly before its conversion to dial opera- 
tion in 1937 when she moved to Stein’ 
auer to become chief operator-cashier 
there. She retired in April 1947 and 
afterwards moved to Carroll where she 
re-entered the telephone business by 
accepting employment as operator for 
that exchange. 

Mrs. Divis’ work with our company 
was characterized by her sedulous at- 
tention to the switchboard and consid- 
eration of the subscribers. She leaves 
a host of friends in both Colon and 
Steinauer. 


An active supporter of the Pioneer 
organization, Mrs. Divis seldom missed 
an annual banquet or ladies’ party 
given by the Chapter, although it usu- 
ally was necessary for her to travel a 
hundred miles or more to be in attend- 
ance. She was a member of St. Wen- 
celaus Catholic Church at Wahoo. 


Connie A. McCarty.......00.0.0.0000000-... 6. (-) _) aee eeer Hastings........Nov. 11 
PARC ML. ROU. cncicectcncccertenpinenscasicree: 3: dee ene Lincoln.......... Nov. 23 
PLANT 
P, By Balawith.icnlnc cee FAVICON societies. Lincoln.......... Dec. 9 
a PRE FS 5 4 ee RR POLIO ITI AIY se nisecdeesnsdccnaves Lincoln.......... Dec. 26 
JoAnn G. GIOOP............ccceeeeeeeeeeeeeee Service Operator..... Lincoln.......... Nov. 19 
Puc Tu: SORMSOT BU vriisssiticteceidevases css SHODMAN .c.cscsdesuesceine Lincoln.......... Dec. 19 
E. W. Kilpatrick .........000000 DP AYU COL sowacsserdsctedehzosceods- Lincoln.......... Nov. 12 
Eee: Fee, PRP OUI C i coescecse deceit acsicaevs! SFODINIAN ccccicinsscoaveawens Lincoln.......... Dec. 19 
; R. N. McDowell......... Suaasien be asspalalges Routineman......... eee i 51s !o) | « ene Nov. 16 
A cordial welcome is extended to the following people : - seuek apbelitpcasiicpnnniecetist cmitcaaes SHOPMAN -seiccsionicss cscs: pie pve pe . 
ik . i Tey TENS cineca ededaavevagcoeindadenesastis dake ER UO ONO AEN wera Ssssnniveiedos coln.......... ec. 2 
who have recently joined LT&T. Let’s help them get RJ. Roth UT Sorted attra maa eacolit een Dec. 7 
ve ae ; Ly mane . Rueben D. Schreiber. ...........Routineman, COE...... Lincoln.......... Nov. 16 
e } OTK. : . ’ 
acquamted and feel at home in their new work Oe De SOTNRE BE, Sc osindenientncies hesidaviiaidsine ion: Shopman.............. sini AeA TOOO Es sccccnns Dec. 19 
ACCOUNTING Marilyn J. Turner... Service Operator... Lincoln.........Dec. 14 
Date TRAFFIC 

Name Position Exch. Employed Mary E. Anderson... Operator... _.. Hastings... Nov. 17 
Kathryn V. Pfeiffer Machine Operator... Lincoln Nov. 30 ABaOMIS Li. BAP Ker... 2c cccccivcccvecseeens Operator.........000..... ... Beatrice........ Nov. 23 
Rose S. Poore... Machine Operator... Lincoln ..Nov. 9 Darlene Chmelka........0000000000000000... OPEL ALON. occisccescicoesssassa, WH COO so hicessnns Dec. 7 
Vivian M. Ramos Machine Operator... Lincoln Nov. 9 oes ss 7 Gorman (Re-emp.)...Operator........... Soe Sl sco eaeh Ney i 

POTN TIS VOTO Soc cccideivsicasevansesanconasiv. Operator.......... si Fairbury ......Nov. 
COMMERCIAL Patricia A. Sperry (Re-emp.)....Operator....................... Hastings........Nov. 16 
Margaret A. Hanson hol er ik... Superior........Dec. 7 Norma J. Wallman.................. CPELAtON 6cisiesiscessc Beatrice ........ Nov. 9 
Anna F. Hoffman amendclerite. Lincoln......... Dec. 9 Sandra L. Young... QODETOATON: «. ccccscccesisene: _Ashland.......Nov. 30 
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Litzenberg Moves Up 
OHN D. LITZENBERG, veteran 


member of the motor vehicle section, 
has been appointed garage foreman, 
effective December 14. The promotion 
was revealed in an 
announcement made 
by F. M. Strasser, 
supervisor cf sup- 
plies. John, whose 
youthful appear- 
ance belies his serv- 
ice record of nearly 
a quarter of a cen- 
tury, has been asso- 
ciated with the ga- 
rage forces during 
his entire term of employment except 
for a month-long venture into the cable 
splicing field back in 1931. Since June 
28, 1929, when he was employed, he 
has successively filled the positions of 
auto serviceman, auto mechanic and 
subforeman. 


mere 


John D. Litzenberg 
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Paul Guielkor Wins Ne 


w Ford in Economy Contest 


Oey 


tan 


There would be no need for a contest to find the company’s happiest man. 
Paul Guelker, combinationman at Beatrice, would win in a walk. Paul was the 
grand prize winner of a mileage-economy contest sponsored by the 27 dealers 
under the Omaha branch of the Ford Motor Company. The grand prize was a new 
Ford Custom Fordor. He is shown receiving the keys and title to his new pos- 
session from Paul Henderson, local Ford dealer at Beatrice. 

Paul won the preliminary contest at Beatrice, and in the final elimination 
run at Omaha, December 8, he bested all records of the other 26 drivers spon- 
sored by other dealers of the district. Each contestant drove the test car as far 
as one-tenth gallon of gas would carry him. His mileage records ranged from 
22.6 to 27.1 miles per gallon in runs of varying road conditions. 


Darlene Acord 
Service Assistant 


G. A. Foster 
Outside Plant Insp. 


Crete Construction 


Transfers, Promotions 


and Title Changes 


Commercial 


W. R. Huddleston, cable splicer, Lincoln 
Construction, to commercial representa- 
tive, Lincoln. 

Anna E. Langdon, clerk to cashier, Hastings. 

Mavis M. Poe, clerk to teller, Lincoln. 


Plant 


Mabel M. Bodkin, stenographer, General 
Plant to Supply. 

G. A. Foster, construction foreman to out- 
side plant inspector, Construction. 

Sanford H. Nelson, garage serviceman (P.T.) 
to warehouseman (P.T.), Supply. 

Ewald Ochsner, combinationman to lineman, 
Construction, Hastings. 

Jacob Schneider, installer-repairman, COE, 
Central Plant, to equipment foreman, Gen- 
eral Plant. 


Darlene Acord, operator to service assistant, 


Crete. 


Amelia M. Christopher, janitress to lounge 


Roberta Rebuck 


Be SS 


Service Assistant 


Traffic 


room attendant, Lincoln. 


Roberta Rebuck, operator to service assistant, 


Auburn. 


W. R. Huddleston 
Commercial Repr. 


Lincoln 
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Auburn 


Jacob Schneider 
Equipment Foreman 


General Plant 


Superior Operators 
Take A Bow 


ROWDED against the Kansas line 


in the southwest corner of the ter- 
ritory is a group of operators who have 
made the headlines time after time for 
their fine and considerate service. So 
it comes as no surprise to read the 
tribute contained in a letter they re- 
ceived on Christmas from the Rev. 
Gregory J. Petrus, one of their cus- 
tomers on the Deweese exchange. 
Father Petrus writes: 


‘Esteemed Operators, 
Superior, Nebraska 


Shortly after the first of the year 
I will assume charge of a new as- 
signment. During the seven and 
one-half years I have been at De- 
weese I have been privileged to 
enjoy the courteous and efficient 
service of the telephone operators. 
It was perfect. Words alone can- 
not express my gratitude. I am 
deeply grateful. Thank you for a 
job extremely well done. My best 
wishes for a very happy and 

blessed Christmas.” 

Fine words of praise for Chief Erma 
Keenan and her girls. We are sure 
they are deserving of it—every word. 


Part of the throng at the adult program of the Lincoln Christmas 


Party where they sat shoulder to shoulder from wall to wall. e 
: x “£ > a Kz _ . ; 
b. 


LT&T folk get together.for Christmas activities. 


~, I eS well and good to wish your friends a Merry Christmas, Following the telecast the carolers, en masse, visited and 
reas folk of LT&T-land did it the better way. sang for Mr. and Mrs. Guy Seaton, after which they 
teeriboee on, each other a joyous yuletide. All through the descended upon the home of President and Mrs. T. C. 
uo TR Lvs f : of aia: a for at least one ee Woods. Here they were royally entertained and well fed 
fee ENE: £ = ae A 3 “onal Tellowship. Exchange and departmental parties 
= ° - c c c a - - >< : ~ Oo 
ict aera in place for their telecast at the TV _ studio, were held at Geneva Hactings Hebron Superior York, : my prevent ae eens a close ley ee om 
: 5° the balance of their repertoire. 


Fairbury, Plattsmouth, Tecumseh, Nebraska City, Seward, 
Wahoo, Ashland, Beatrice, Stromsburg, Sutton, Wymore 
and Syracuse; and probably at other points from which we 
received no word. 

The Christmas Carolers, by diligent practice, reached 
their full harmonic blend as the season approached. Their 
appearances were greeted with solid acclaim at the Lincoln 


Biggest of all Christmas events was the Lincoln em- 
ployees’ family Christmas Party held at the Hotel Lincoln 
on December 14. Scarcely another person could have been 
squeezed into either the adult or children’s party. The former, 
under the guiding hand of George Ramsey, leaned heavily 
toward the home-spun, with local talent abounding. Don 
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Nothing like a Christmas party to get the girls together. This is 


Christmas Party, Tabitha Home, White Hall, Veterans Nelson and his committee staged an outstanding children’s the poets group around their pretty tree. 
Hospital, general offices, warehouse and 15th and M build- program, and a dozen other committees performed their 
ing. Climaxing the season was their half-hour telecast over assignments with scarcely a hitch in setting such a successful GER Se 
KFOR-TV on December 21. Their songs were later broad- precedent with this big party. It could well stand asa model | | ) li al 
President T. C. Woods after their TV appearance. ~ast f ; . iy ; 
2 cast Irom tape recordings by radio stations at Hastings and for those of future years. 
Beatrice. Many fine comments have been received on their The pictures shown here are but a sampling of the fun 
exceptionally fine performance. and festivities that accompanied the coming of the yuletide. 
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Above: The front row at the accounting department gift exchange. 
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Hastings Traffic pose for their picture in the Skyline 


| Above: 
Room at the Clarke Hotel on December 8. Below: Light hearts and 


Below: One of the prize acts at the Lincoln Christmas Party. 
it ‘ : > 
; j 4 et : : i 
F z 3 eee oe : : a8: : +t 3 ‘ 7 ae a > 1.8 & 1 i i 
7 beneeaah | oe. eee a ae ,.—lC Mi bo a, aching arches grew out of the Bunny Hop at the Lincoln Christmas 
Above left: A happy group at the Ashland traffic party. Above. center: Yuletide merrymaking by the Geneva girls. Above, right: Party dance at Hotel Lincoln, December 14. 
Ladies of the Seward exchange celebrated at a five o’clock ham din. ‘r. Below: The Lincoln and general commercial department mem- rr — : , - = 
bers held their annual Christmas breakfast at the Cornhusker Hotel, December 24. bib : 
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Edith A. Seward 
Hastings 
30 Years 


Kathryn Porische 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


Thirty-eight Years 
C. A. Burge, Beatrice. 


Thirty-seven Years 


A. E. Lamberson, Lincoln. 


Thirty-one Years 
A. M. Geist, Lincoln. 


Thirty Years 
Edith A. Seward, Hastings. 


Twenty-eight Years 
A. B. Waters, Lincoln. 


Twenty-seven Years 
G. D. Brock, Crete; J. H. Mankamyer, 
Sutton: Hattie F. Staley, Lincoln. 
Twenty-six Years 


Lillian Baker, Lincoln; M. A. Birdsley, 
Auburn; A. Marie Pearson, John Spady, 
Hastings. 


Twenty-five Years 


Kathryn Portsche, Robert T. Ross, Lincoln. 


% 


Robert T. Ross 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


Mary Bornemeier 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


Twenty-four Years 


C. E. Lawson, J. S. Reed, Lincoln. 


Twenty-three Years 
Jacob Schneider, Lincoln. 


Twenty-two Years 


Inez M. Olsen, Wahoo; Gladys A. Stiers, 


Geneva. 


Twenty Years 
Mary Bornemeier, Lincoln. 


Nineteen Years 
Arthur Balderson, Seward. 


Sixteen Years 


Cecile M. Morehead, Tecumseh. 


Fifteen Years 
Lucille A. Schmersal, Lincoln. 


Fourteen Years 
Laverne K. Braun, Lincoln; Mildred E. 


Brobst, Benedict; Elizabeth P. Nichols, Platts- 
mouth. 


Lucille A. Schmersal 


Service Anniversaries 


Margaret M. Sanburg 
Shickley 
10 Years 


Lincoln 
15 Years 


Eleven Years 
Hazel V. Neman, Lincoln. 


Ten Years 


Belle C. Howery, Lincoln; Margaret M. 
Sanburg, Shickley. 


Nine Years 
Henrietta L. Menninga, Beatrice; A. D. 
Miller, Lincoln. . 
Eight Years 
Claude Clary, Jr., Plattsmouth. 


Seven Years 


H. E. Butler, Ashland; C. H. Eitzmann, 
V. E. Embrey, York; Fern L. Jacobs, Crete; 
Arleen D. Swanson, E. R. Travis, Lincoln. 


Six Years 
M. J. Danaher, Wymore; C. W. Semple, 
Lincoln. 
Five Years 


Frances Erwin, Fairbury; W. F. Hendrix, 
Lincoln; L. L. Rezny, Wilber; Mary P. Tay- 
lor, Ashland; D. E. Webb, Hastings. 


The 15th & M Building 


And Its Equipment 
Facts And Information 


The equipment building, located in down- 
town Lincoln, is three stories high. It 
contains local swiiching equipment for the 
“5” and “7” Offices, the new toll switch- 
board and toll dialing switching equipment. 
This portion of the building will become an 
eight-story unii and later a three-story unit 
will be extended to the east. The added space 
provided will house the general offices, 
Lincoln business office and additional equip- 
ment. 

Preliminary engineering studies were started 
June 14, 1950. 

The order for the equipment was placed 
January 22, 1951. 

Ground was broken for the building No- 
vember 13, 1951. 

Installation of local switching equipment 
began July 7, 1952. 

Installation of toll board and toll switch- 
ing equipment was started November 1, 1952. 

Local switching equipment was placed in 
service April 18, 1953. 

All equipment quantities, types and ar- 
rangemenis were engineered and specified 


by the LT&T engineering department. 

The majority of equipment was manufac- 
tured by companies which are suppliers for 
the Independent telephone field. The toll 
switchboard and all local and toll step-by- 
step switching equipment was supplied by the 
Automatic Electric Company of Chicago. 

All equipment, with minor exceptions, is 
owned and maintained by LT&T. 

The advent of operator toll dialing at Lin- 
coln has introduced some new operating and 
maintenance problems: 

First: A keyset, similar to the keyboard of 
an adding machine, is used by the oper- 
ators instead of the conventional dial. The 
Lincoln operators have never keyed num- 
bers before. This meant a strenuous train- 
ing program for all the operating force. 


Second: New supervisory signals had to 
be learned and interpreted. 


Third: Extensive training of plant forces 
was necessary to assure adequate main- 
tenance of the new switching equipment 
and new types of toll terminal equipment. 


Fourth: Handling of toll traffic is changed. 
The new toll switchboard is equipped with 
toll tandem trunks over which operators will 
key-pulse digits into the inter-toll switching 
equipment to reach inter-toll groups. 

Also available in the new switchboard are 
local-toll switching trunks to each of the 
local dial exchanges in Lincoln. These 
trunks are specially designed for toll con- 
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the called subscriber on incoming toll calls. 

Along with the new 56-position toll switch- 
board on the third floor are a new 12- 
position information board, a new rate and 
route desk, and a two-position PABX at- 
tendants cabinet for answering incoming calls 
nections and are used to reach and connect 
to the telephone company. 


The information board is the call distribut- 
ing type whereby incoming Information and 
Intercept calls are automatically routed to a 
position ready to receive the call. 


The rate and route desk makes use of a 
Pneumatic tube system to receive tickets and 
to deliver them to the toll operator swiich- 
board positions. Toll tickets are designed for 
use directly in the tube system without 
containers. 


The west lineup of the toll switchboard 
contains multiple appearances of all tribu- 
tary trunks and ringdown toll center trunks. 
In addition these trunks appear on the inter- 
toll switch banks and can be reached through 
the switching equipment. Thus, incoming 
calls to the In and Through positions (west 
lineup) can be connected to ringdown points 
directly in the multiple or to dial points via 
tandem trunks or to local subscribers via 
local-toll switching trunks. The switching 
equipment is also used by operators in out- 
state towns to dial into the national toll 
dialing system without the assistance of 
Lincoln operators. 


FROM THE HEADLINES 


. And there are many of them 
at this time of year when most civic, 
fraternal, social and religious groups 
are changing officers. 


Three LT&T men were elevated to 
the highest office in their Masonic blue 
lodges this month. They are: ROY 
BRENDLE, service engineer, master of 
East Lincoln Lodge 210, Lincoln; JAY 
PUGSLEY, retired Lincoln wire chief, 
master of Cotner Lodge 297, Bethany; 
and HERMAN HANSEN, David City 
Plant, master of Fidelity Lodge 51, 
David City. 


WALTER F. ROBERTS, personnel 
director, is the new president of the 
Lincoln Personnel Association, an or- 
ganization which he helped form only 
last year. Elsewhere we find LLOYD 
LANE elected president of the Weep- 
ing Water Fire Department; BEN AN- 
DERSON, Plattsmouth Plant, as new 
director of the WOW Boy’s Woodcraft 
Club; and E. A. ERNST, civic-minded 
area manager at Plattsmouth, in the 
multiple duties of Lions International 
Councilor, director of the local Cham- 
ber of Commerce, chairman of Interna- 
tional Service Rotary and Cass County 
district scout chairman. 


Out Seward way, LAURA DOUTY 
is also in fourfold service as treasurer 
of Fin De Siecle, treasurer of the social 
Cheerabits, manager and Grace for 
the Royal Neighbors and inner guard 
of the local Rebekah lodge; BERNICE 
MUELLER, Seward Commercial, is 
treasurer of the B. & P. W. Club; GER- 
ALD SHIPLEY is trustee of the Pres- 
byterian Church and an officer in the 
Rescue Squad; while R. H. GRAY, 
area manager, is committee chairman 


for both the Rotary Club and Cham- 


ber of Commerce. 


At Nebraska City the employees are 
hard at work for their community. 
J. G. DURR, Plant, is financial secre- 
tary for the Knights of Columbus 
lodge; A. M. NEWENS, area manager, 
first vice-ccommander of the American 
Legion post, ETHYL ARMSTRONG, 
cashier, and LILLIAN BADER, chief 
operator, both are members of the 
board for the women’s division of the 
local Chamber of Commerce; AL LE- 
TELLIER, Plant, warden of 1.0.0.F. 
Lodge No. 1; EVELYN BENSON, 


Traffic, president of the Christian 
Church Women’s Fellowship; JANE 
HERBSTER, Traffic, vice-chairman, 
P.T.A.; DOROTHY WATERS, Trat- 
fic, vice-president of the Nebraska City 
Bowling League; VERA ORTON, 
Commercial, president, Alpha Omega 
Chapter of Beta Sigma Phi; and MARY 
NARTYSELLE, Traffic, monitor, 
Catholic Daughters of America. Con- 
gratulations to Nebraska City telefolk. 


TED HUSING, Sterling manager, is 
new chairman of the American Legion 
Baseball Club and senior warden of 
Sterling Lodge 70, A.F. & A.M.; MY- 
RON BIRDSLEY, Auburn Plant, has 
been reappointed to the advisory coun- 
cil of the De Molays; and GEORGE 
EGGLESTON, manager, Pawnee City, 
becomes secretary of the Pawnee Pub- 
lic Service Club. 


Congratulations to GEORGE C. 
MANN, Accounting, who steps into 
line in the York Rite Chapter as Mas- 
ter of the First Veil; to BEN DOCE- 
KAL, David City Plant, the band mas- 
ter of the Brainard Band; and to 
MERLE M. HALE, vice-president, who 
has been elected first vice-president of 
the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce. 


H. E. BUTLER, Ashland Plant, is 
now secretary-treasurer of the Vol- 
unteer Fire Department; E. L. DOR- 
LAND, area manager, Wahoo, will 
keep order at meetings of the Lions 
Club as their new tail twister. At 
Syracuse, we hear that LOUANN 
ENGELBRECHT, Traffic, becomes 
secretary of the High School Alumni 
Association and ELMER NEUJAHR, 
manager, will be treasurer of the Lions 
Club. CHARLES KERMOADE, resi- 
dent manager at Western, has been se- 
lected as scoutmaster for the local 
troop; and at Superior, FRANK KU- 
BAT, area manager, has been elected 
to the office of scribe for the Royal 
Arch Masons. 

Elected and appointed to various 
stations in Lincoln Masonic lodges 
were RALPH C. CULVER, senior dea- 
con, Cotner Lodge 297; ROY A. 
CARLSON, junior warden, Craftsman 
Lodge 314; and JOE H. HARTLEY, 
senior warden, A. B. GORMAN, jun- 
ior deacon and GUST A. FOSTER, 
tyler, all of Lancaster Lodge 54. 
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“Shrimp” Whitney Turns to 
Big Game Hunting 


{IGURING that he has pulled nearly 

all the choice catfish from the Re- 
publican River, Shrimp Whitney, the 
outdoor man of Nuckolls County, has 
focused his attention farther afield. 
With a hunting companion, Herm 
Noffke of Superior, Shrimp set out on 
the trail of the Blacktail deer. The ex- 
pedition was short-lived. On the second 
day of the season, while hunting near 
Crawford in the northwest corner of 
the state, each of the sharpshooters at- 
tained his goal by bringing down fine 
two-year-old bucks. Mr. Noffke stands 


at left in the picture; our hero at right. 


A son, Mark Eugene, was born to Mr. & 
Mrs. Dale C. Weaver on November 21, 1953. 
Dale is employed in the Lincoln plant depart- 
ment. 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Porter are the parents 
of a son, Roger Lynn, born November 26, 
1953. Ruth is on leave of absence from the 
Ashland traffic department. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Louis Spilker, father of Mae Parde, 
Beatrice Traffic, passed away December 21 
at Plymouth. Funeral services were held at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church near Plymouth, 
and burial was at Beatrice. 

Edward H. Vosika of Wilber, father of 
Lumir Vosika, Wilber plant department, 
passed away Dececber 24. Funeral services 
were held at the Pospisil-Zajicek Funeral 


Home in Wilber. 
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OUR COVER 


URING the coming year you will 

see more of the emblem reproduced 
in color on our cover. It is the spe- 
cially designed insigne of our company 
for use during the anniversary year. 
Already it has made its appearance on 
several directory covers and has been 
adopted for all advertising, publicity 
and other media which makes use of 
the company signature. In 1955 our 
regular emblem will be returned to its 
customary usage. 


Save Your Copies 


/ITH this issue begins a new volume 
of the Lincoln Telephone News. 
Now in the process of binding are vol- 
umes 34 and 35, enclosing in one cover 
all copies of the News published dur- 
ing 1952 and 1953. At the close of 
1955 employees will no doubt be in- 
vited again to participate as a group in 
obtaining this interesting reference 
volume as an addition to their library. 
The binding is made in long-wearing, 
color-fast buckram material and is ob- 
tained at a reduced rate because of the 
large number of orders placed by 
employees. 

May we suggest that you save your 
News copes each month. beginning 
with this issue, so they will be available 
for binding when the next opportunity 


is offered. 


A Restatement of Purpose 


UBLISHED in the interest of the 


employees of this company, to 
whom it is furnished without charge.” 
This phrase, or one similar to it has 
been carried in the masthead (at left) 
of the Lincoln Telephone News since 
January 1915, when the first issue 
rolled off the press. It is called the 
“statement of purpose” of the maga- 
zine and as such should be examined 
from time to time to recount the rea- 
sons for the magazine’s existence and 
perhaps serve as a mandate to those 
who have part in its composition. 


When a business is small, relations 
among departments and employees can 
be close and personal and mutual under- 
standing can be readily established. 
When a business grows, opportunities 
for close, personal contact shrink. In 
a far-flung territory such as ours 
policies and aims of the company may 
not be understood by all. Employees 

may misjudge one another if they are 
not familiar with each other’s func- 
tions. One group may lack apprecia- 
tion of the problems of others. Others 

may fail to follow through because of 
lack of complete information. It is the 
business of a company publication to 
present an adequate exchange of in- 
formation between groups to the end 
that they and the company may prosper 
through mutual understanding, 


So our magazine is published “in the 
interest of the employees of this com- 
pany to whom it is furnished without 
charge” with the following major ob- 
jectives: 

1. To keep employees informed of 

LT&T policies, practices, aims 
and development. 


td 


To bring news to employees of 
the activities of one another, so 
they may become better acquaint- 
ed and feel at home in the organ- 
1Zation. 


tu 2 


To help employees to an under- 
standing of the work they are 
doing and its part in providing 
our customers with the best pos- 
sible telephone service. 


4. To give employees information 
on matters which affect the com- 
pany, their jobs and themselves, 
as an aid to their advancement in 
the organization and their stand- 
ing in the community, 
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Now Virginia knows why she was so busy 
during 1953. 


A Bumper Crop of Orders 


HEN Virginia Anderson added up 

the number of LT 50’s treated in 
the Lincoln business office during 1953 
she found that subscriber service orders 
had continued their upward climb. In 
fact, 1953 surpassed all other years by 
a comfortable margin with its record 
of 28,983 orders for Lincoln alone. By 
way of comparison, in 1945, when the 
acceleration of LT 50’s began, the de- 
partment prepared and treated 15,154 
orders for Lincoln, little more than half 
the number for the year just past. 


Goal Of 500 Reached 


By Pioneers 


ECRETARY Kenneth Boshart of the 

Frank H. Woods Pioneer Chapter 
was the bearer of good tidings to other 
hard-working officers and committee 
personnel when he announced that the 
total membership at year’s end had 
reached exactly 500, a goal long sought 
by the organization. The new total 
represents a net growth of 16 active 
members since July 1 when the pres- 
ent officers were installed. 


Frances Deleski, Ashland Traffic, became 
the bride of John McCord of Omaha on 
December 26. They will live in Norfolk, 
Virginia, where John is to be stationed. 


yes 
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Chief cook Ivan Livingston, wire chief, pre- 
paring a plate for Carol Broers, commercial 
clerk, at the Nebraska City Christmas Party. 


= Betty Miles, 
= Associate Editor 
David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


Guess what!! Two diamonds before Santa 
Claus got here. Camilla Selzer and Nadine 
Kracman are the lucky ones. Congratula- 
tions! Santa Claus came down Irene 
Swan’s TV antenna this year instead of 
the chimney. . The operators gathered 
around the Christmas tree and exchanged 
gifts. We are lucky to have an artist in 
the group—none other than Lois Gibson, 
who did some of her artistic work in deco- 
rating the girls’ lounge for the Christmas 
holidays. .. . Donna Hotovy and Margaret 
Cornell were in Minden to see the famous 
Christmas lights. . Irene Combs was a 
visitor last week and we enjoyed her visit 
very much... . Elsie Muller had a week’s 
vacation with the understanding that she 
purchase the certain kind of clothes re- 
quired for a certain kind of a trip... . We 
received a letter from Vern Campbell, 
former area manager at David City, and 
from all reports he is enjoying himself trip- 
ping around California. . Lineah John- 
son, clerk at David City, is enjoying her 
vacation during the holidays. 

Nebraska City Area 
Vera Orton, Correspondent 

Christmas had a lot of strange effects on 
employees at the Nebraska City exchange. 
Pat Aufenkamp lost a glove when she was 
nosing around the toy department of a 
downtown store and got the finger of her 
glove caught in the windup apparatus of a 
toy. Besides losing the glove, she broke 
the toy. Mr. Newens was so intent think- 
ing about his Christmas shopping that he 
went to Lincoln to attend a meeting of the 
Credit Co-op Association a week early. He 
was on vacation to boot. ... The girls in 
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PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS | 
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the traffic department will probably gain 
pounds because of the “goodies” the Ne- 
braska City merchants sent them. ... Cleora 
Lawrence has returned to work after being 
ill. . . . Betty Lou Lechner left for Pearl 
Harbor December 26 to join her husband 
who is in the Navy. .. . Dorothy Waters is 
back at work after a leave of absence... . 
Veltha Poggemeyer is convalescing after 
an operation. Get well soon. . . . Margaret 
Watkins and son, Jack, visited her folks in 
Union, and Patty Aufenkamp visited her 
folks in Julian over the Christmas holiday. 
The annual Christmas party of the 
employees at Nebraska City was given 
Thursday, December 17, in the commercial 
office. Ivan Livingston, replacing Gregg 
Durr as cook this year, made the shredded 
beef sandwiches. We had all the delicious 
trimmings to go with them. Gifts were 
exchanged and fun was had by all.... Al 
Letellier of the plant department is in 
Brown’s Hospital. We hope you are feeling 
better, Al. . . . We also wish a speedy re- 
covery to Mrs. Raymond Kinnison, who is 
convalescing after an operation at St. Mary’s 
Hospital. ... Ethyl Armstrong spent Christ- 
mas with her sister, Mrs. Walt Olson, in 
Elkhorn. 
Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 
The telephone employees and their fam- 
ilies enjoyed a very lovely Christmas din- 
ner held at the new private dining room at 
Mack’s Kitchen, consisting of turkey and 
all the trimmings. We were all very happy 
to have Mr. and Mrs. Walker with us for 
the occasion. We are pleased to see 
Darrell Mather back at work, having re- 
cuperated from a long siege of hepatitus; 
also Marvin Koch who has recovered from 
the mumps. ... Two of the operators, Liz 
Nichols and Pauline Reckard, are home 
with the flu... . Thelma Tritsch has re- 
turned from a week’s vacation, having spent 
a few days in Chicago and St. Louis... . 
Mr. Ernst is enjoying his vacation taking 
life a bit easy and being home with his 
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family during the holiday season.... M. C. 
Walker and A. W. Holcomb were guests at 
the Weeping Water office this month, mak- 
ing some routine inspections. 


Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 

The festivity season was well celebrated 
in Seward. The girls held their party in 
the lobby of the office with a 5 o’clock 
ham dinner. The evening was spent play- 
ing games and at the close of the evening 
a gift exchange was held. ... The men and 
their families had a turkey dinner at the 
home of Mr. Gray. The evening was spent 
playing monopoly and cards. ... Mrs. 
Emma Meyers, our janitress, is spending 
her vacation at home. ... The girls were 
well remembered at Christmas with a beau- 
tiful poinsettia and boxes of candy from 
subscribers. The girls appreciated it very 
much. . . . We welcome Wayne Menze 
back in the plant department after serving 
in the armed forces for the past two years. 


Wahoo Area 
Leona Larsen and Margaret Schuster, 
Correspondents 

The traffic department was entertained 
at Hazel Hagenbuck’s after a dinner of 
turkey and all the trimmings was served 
at the Gibson Tea Room. Games were 
played and later in the evening gifts were 
exchanged. . . . A Christmas party for all 
the employees was arranged by Miss Da- 
harsh and lunch was served in the base- 
ment. . . . Helma Kempf was the last of 
the vacationers. She spent her week visit- 
ing friends in Iowa. Margaret Kohn 
took a short trip to Mankato, Kansas, to 
visit her folks and friends. Mildred 
Lanik has returned from a short leave of 
absence to be with her husband who has 
just returned home from Korea. . . . Caro- 
lyn Jackson, who is now serving in the 
Waves and is stationed at Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, was a recent visitor of the traffic 
department. Carolyn was a former em- 
ployee before she enlisted in the service. 


Nine Hastings Pioneers, who 
couldn’t get to Lincoln for the 
annual ladies’ party, decided to 
have one of their own. With 
their guest, Dorothy Darnold, 
they met at the home of Minnie 
Schlitt on December 21 for an 
evening of feasting, canasta and 
portrait sitting. Seated, from left 
in the picture, are Beatrice Roh- 
rer, Ruth Compton, Moreane 
Alldritt and Marie Pearson. 
Standing, Edith Seward, Mrs. 
Darnold, Minnie Schlitt, Jessie 
Van Trump, Anna Larson and 
Frieda Ross. 


We want to welcome Bob Berggren 
back to our group. He has been serving in 
the Navy. . .. On December 17 the Ash- 
land employees and their families held their 
annual Christmas party at the Legion Hall. 
A buffet dinner was served. Due to illness, 
several employees were unable to attend 
Santa Claus appeared about 8:30 P. M., 
and after the gifts were distributed Santa 
discovered John Potter was not present 
due to illness, so Santa and the gang de- 
livered John’s and Florence’s gifts, later 
returning to the hall and spending the eve- 
ning with games. Everyone present reported 
he had a good time. Mrs. Berge took 
several flash pictures. John Potter 
took a week’s vacation. Gladys Ball, 
commercial, has been seriously ill in Bryan 
Memorial Hospital in Lincoln. She is bet- 
ter at this writing. We miss you, Gladys. 

. Mrs. Clarence Owen, a former oper- 
ator, from DeRidder, Louisiana, visited our 
office December 23. 


Paula Otte, 
Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Shirley Stock, Correspondent 


December was the month of weddings and 
Christmas for the telephone operators at 
Auburn, for during the month Rita Ballard 
became the bride of Don Yates of Auburn, 
Huldah Bippes became Mrs. Walter Lunz- 
mann, Wanda Rickman became Mrs. Gary 
Gardner, and Jean Yates became Mrs. 
Melvin Slagle. Rita and Wanda will con- 
tinue to work in our office; however, Huldah 
is living on a farm, and Jean will be living 
in Tecumseh. Wilma James received 
her Christmas present early, it being a very 
lovely ring for her left hand. We wish her 
the very best of luck in the future. 

The traffic and commercial girls held their 
annual Christmas party December 21 at the 
telephone office. The evening was spent 
exchanging gifts and playing bingo. De- 
licious refreshments of sandwiches, coffee, 
jello, and cake were served. Dorothy 
Biggerstaff, cashier, visited the Lincoln of- 
fices on December 17. The Auburn 
stores held thier annual guessing contests 
at the unveiling of their Christmas window 
displays. Dorothy Biggerstaff won second 
prize (a set of mixing bowls) at one of 


“Christmas, humbug,” 
quoth Scrooge. ‘“Christmas 
packages, phooey,” panted 
his modern counterpart, 
Dick Sinclair, as the sea- 
son at last came to a close. 
Dick handles the mail for 
the general offices. He 
was nearly worn out, 
come the end of Decem- 
ber. Here he is shown in 
the mail room, sending 
out the company gifts to 
its military personnel. 


the stores. Doris Peterson’s birthday 
was December 17, and a party was held in 
her honor. 
Beatrice Area 
Anna Minninga, Correspondent 

The Beatrice traffic and commercial de- 
partment girls enjoyed a Christmas dinner 
in the basement of the telephone building 
on December 8. Gifts were exchanged and 
a group picture taken. 

Fairbury Area 
Velda L. Wagner, Correspondent 

Jeanne Lytton and her mother are spend- 
ing a month at Long Beach, California, with 
Jeanne’s sister and family. Marjorie 
Rentschler spent her vacation at home with 
her family. ... Barbara Lampe spent a few 
days in Missouri with relatives. She also 
spent a day in Lincoln Christmas shopping. 
Other holiday shoppers in Lincoln were 
Dixie Melvin and Irene Smalldon. 
Beverly Darling has been spending most of 
her leisure time with her boy friend who 
is home from Korea. ... Bertha Cerveny 
recently went to Omaha on a week end to 
meet a friend. We wonder if he isn’t more 
than just a friend, though. . . . Emilie 
Bleich and Edna Schoenrock attended the 
funeral of a relative at Centerville, South 
Dekota. . . . Joyce Robinson and her hus- 
band recently visited his folks in Rich Hill, 
Missouri. Delores Rodwell, a former 
employee, has a very smart dog which likes 
to take the receiver off while no one is 
home. Delores now has a wall handset in- 
stead of a desk handset. It worried the 
operators, and even the police were called 
into the case. Delores thought the dog 
was going a little too far and that it would 
be easier to change the type of telephone. 

Chief Operator Viola Dunn had a 

very quiet vacation and spent some time 
Christmas shopping in Lincoln and Omaha. 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 

The annual Christmas party was held 
December 16. This year all employees and 
their families were invited. Forty-eight 
hungry people enjoyed the abundance of 
good food that was served in the evening. 
... A couple of people enjoyed vacations 
during the Christmas holidays. Tyler Ryan 
supervised the construction of his new 
house, end Darlene Schulte found plenty 
to keep her busy at home... . Harold Drake 
didn’t have to wait for Santa to stop at 
his place. He received two nice gifts well 
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in advance. One was a gun from Rolly in 
Germany, and the other was a fishing rod 
from Morris in Korea. Tiny Hanau 
also had a vacation at Christmas time and 
said she spent the time “just plain loaf- 
ing.” . . . Avis Collar, Pawnee City, was 
one of the cashiers invited to visit the Lin- 
coln office on December 17. The visit had 
a dire effect, resulting in her absence from 
work the following day due to _ illness. 
Merely coincidental, but Avis has received 
a lot of teasing about it. 


? Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
Velma Bock, Correspondent 

On December 11th, School District 32 
visited our office. To show their apprecia- 
tion, each student wrote a note telling how 
much the group enjoyed the visit.... Even 
though the year is nearly gone, there are 
still a few vacations. Emma Ebbeka com- 
pleted her vacation with a week of shopping 
and loafing. On December 14th the 
girls held their Christmas party. The occa- 
sion was also a farewell to Gracie Diekhoff 
who recently resigned to be married. Our 
special thanks to Area Manager Crew for 
the delicious popcorn balls. He told us he 
made them, but we have our doubts. . . 
May we express our thanks to all the won- 
derful people who always remember us at 
this time of the year with cards and candy. 


Hastings Area 
Jessie Van Trump, Correspondent 

Donna Larsen, as chairman of the Christ- 
mas party committee, and her helpers 
Elaine Minnick, Barbara Hoffman, Marion 
Kowalski, Anna Mae Caldwell, Jackie 
Utecht and Jolene Erickson planned a won- 
derful party this year. It was held Decem- 
ber 8th in the Skyline Room at the Clarke 
Hotel. The room and the tables were beau- 
tifully decorated by the girls. Following a 
delicious dinner, the group sang Christmas 
carols accompanied by Gloria Hale, a former 
employee in the business office. The pro- 
gram consisted of ballet and tap dances by 
Alice Roth, accordion solos by Tom Water- 
man, a violin solo by Carol Banta, and vocal 


“We've never had our names in the News,” 
bewailed Evelyn Russell and Sharon Smith, 
swing shift trouble operators at Lincoln. 
Well, ladies, you have now—with pictures yet. 
Thanks for brightening the corner of page 16. 


solos by Wayne Rollins. Following the pro- 
gram, gifts were exchanged. . . . Some late 
vacationers are back with us. Helen Camp- 
bell visited in Iowa end Pelmer. Evelyn 
Theesen spent her vacation at home. Minnie 
Schlitt visited in Lincoln and Omaha... . 
Our inventive minded little ““Dane’”’ Donna 
Larsen plans to invent a button to push on 
the switchboard which will melt sleet on 
the wires, thus eliminating all “OD” cir- 
cuits. ... Our best wishes to Barbara Hoff- 
man, who is wearing a ring on that certain 
finger. 
Hebron Area 

On December 21st a Christmas party was 
held at the Hebron Hotel by the Hebron 
employees. There were twenty-nine guests 
present, and after a delicious steak dinner 
there was an exchange of gifts. ... Heinie 
Taedter enjoyed a week’s vacation during 
the holidays. ... Bob Lemkau had the mis- 
fortune to smash a finger and is now home 
recuperating. Margaret Bethscheider 
made a hurried trip to Detroit, Michigan, to 
visit her brother who is very ill.... E. H. 
Wellman and H. G. Taedter attended the 
farewell stag party in Hastings for D. C. 
(Doc) Wilson. ... Mr. & Mrs. Bob Harrison 
are very busy trying to get their house ready 
to move into, which is quite a job.... Mrs. 
Marolf, Mrs. Harrison, Miss Stutz and 
Miss Keim all went shopping in Lincoln 
recently. 

Stromsburg Area 
Elvera Parks, Correspondent 

Area Manager Wait completed the last 
week of his vacation, most of which time 
was spent duck hunting. Mr. Wait reports 
that he certainly can’t complain about the 
hunting this year. Edith Mattson, 
Stromsburg cashier, drove to York to finish 
her Christmas shopping. Yours truly jour- 
neyed to York and Columbus with the 
same idea, but personally, we think we 
should have ordered from the catalog. At 
least you don’t get pushed here, there 
and everywhere that way, unless, of course, 
you have some mighty anxious boys and 
girls to help you. . .. Manager Wait and 
family drove to Hastings Sunday, Decem- 
ber 13th, to attend a Christmas music pro- 
gram at Hastings College in which their 
daughter Nancy participated. ... The men 
of this area had a taste of sleet storm 
weather last week. Polk was the worst 
hit with 70 to 100 telephones out, but the 


CASHIERS VISIT GENERAL OFFICES 


A new phase of the commercial training program, and one which meets the 
general approval of commercial clerks and cashiers throughout the territory, is 
a one-day educational tour of the general offices. The program, recently initiated 
by K. J. Boshart, training supervisor, is designed to acquaint commercial personnel 
with procedures of accounting and final disposition of orders of business which 


originate in the field. 


The group above was on such a mission when caught by the camera in the 
final step of their tour; in this case, a visit with Merle M. Hale, vice-president. 
The ladies, from left to right, are Avis Collar, Pawnee City; Milly L. Lloyd, 
Wymore; and Dorothy Biggerstaff, Auburn. All are cashiers of their exchanges. 
Their guide, Mr. Boshart, is seated in the background, with Mr. Hale. 


fellows had the trouble in hand by the next 
day. No more sleot storms for a while, we 
hope. . . . George Barney and Kent Eno. 
both of Lincoln, were in Stromsburg to go 
hunting with Mr. Wait... . George Keith, 
Lincoln, was in Stromsburg installing the 
equipment for a new broadcast set-up be- 
tween Stromsburg and Columbus. 


Superior Area 
Betty Jo Peery, Correspondent 


Vacations are wonderful—so we are re- 
minded by Donna Gaddis, Faye Pettit and 
Elaine Fringer. Donna and Faye spent 
theirs at home preparing for the coming 
holidays, and Elaine paced the floor wait- 
ing for the telephone call that would tell 
her Mr. Fringer had reached the States 
from Korea. Glenda Garton is busy 
packing her bags and will be on her merry 


THE THINKERS: Left to 
right: Marilyn Fahleson, De 
Loris Blome, Donelle Cotton, 
Deanite Bietz and Norma Som- 
erheiser in a meeting of minds. 
They are searching for an idea 
to add spice to an accounting 
department Christmas §gather- 
ing. De Loris Blome was the 
photographer. How she got into 
the picture is a mystery. 
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way to California with her parents soon after 


the holidays. Lucky girl... . Clara Cham- 
bers visited her sister and family at Red 
Cloud recently. ... Bonnie Jensen and hus- 


bend spent Thanksgiving at North Platte, 
end Mrs. Keenan and family spent half of 
Thenksgiving day getting pulled out of 
snowdrifts in order to enjoy dinner with 
her folks at Bassett, Nebraska. 

With Christmas just around the corner, we 
had a good start with our party at the 
Lady Vesta Room in the Dudley Hotel. 
Entertainment was provided by Miss Luloo 
playing Christmas carols on the Solovox; 
a film on Denmark presented by Jim Nor- 
gaard; a reading by Mrs. Bert Kline; and 
musical numbers by Emily Noren and San- 
dra Keenan. The evening was topped off 
with lots of good eats and an exchange of 
eifts. Santa arrived in the form of all 
telephone operators and presented Mrs. 
Keenan with a Dormeyer deep fryer. 


Sutton Area 


Katherine Cassell, Correspondent 


The Sutton Area held its Christmas party 
December 16th. A turkey supper with all 
the trimmings was enjoyed by all. The 
evening was spent playing cards, and there 
wes a gift exchange. Those present were 
Mr. and Mrs. F. M. Adkins, Mr. and Mrs. 
Vince Nagle, Mr. and Mrs. Marlow Mon- 
son and Joan, Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Moor- 
head, Mr. and Mrs. Don Firm and Cheryl, 
Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Hunzeker and Debbie, 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Culver and Bobby, 
Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Mankamyer and Kay, 
and Mr. and Mrs. A. D. Cassell. The P. V. 


Eckles family was unable to attend. 
Elmer Moorhead spent his vacation at home, 
sending floors and shining up the place. ... 
R. H. Culver and family spent part of their 
vacation with relatives in South Dekota. 


York Area 
Rowena Light, Correspondent 

Lois Miller, the newest commercial clerk 
in the York office, received her Christmas 
gift a few days early. She is sporting a 
beautiful diamond ring. The lucky groom- 
to-be is Dean Lindburg, who is a farmer 
near Polk. . The annual Christmas party 
for the traffic department took place De- 
cember 16th. Marguerite Jenn prepared a 
delicious luncheon which was served in the 
basement of the telephone building, after 
which everyone enjoyed a gift exchange. 
Edna Pflughaupt was presented a chenile 
bedspread and rug by the girls, while she 
in turn gave each of the girls a hand-made 
scatter pin set. . . . Boxes of candy have 
recently been given to the commercial and 
traffic departments by Cafe 81 and the 
York County Sheriff... . Alex Nelson spent 
a week’s vacation during the Christmas 
holidays in Denver visiting relatives. . 
Beverly Smith spent a week in December 
enjoying television programs and shopping 
tours. . . . The stag party honoring D. C. 
(Doc) Wilson, district wire chief, on his 
retirement, was attended by Vance Embrey, 
Sterling Nelson, Duane Grove, Dave Cul- 
bertson and Alex Pauley. ... We extend 
our congratulations to the Employees’ 


Chorus on their fine TV presentation of 
Christmas carols. 
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Katherine Cole, 
Associate Editor 


The holiday week end gave Joyce Kelly 
and Deanie Bietz a chance to visit their 
parents. Joyce went to Rogers, Arkansas, 
end Deanie to Muskogee, Oklahoma. 
Julia Kastning and her husband spent the 
holidays with their parents at Menomonie, 
Wisconsin, and Blue Earth, Minnesota... . 
We are happy to have B. J. Sievers in the 
office after several days in the hospital 
due to ae post-flu' reaction, ... Belva 
Jean Viox had a wisdom tooth pulled re- 
cently and hasn’t been able to return to 
work yet. We hope Harold Brady’s 
wife will soon be able to go home from 
the hospital. George Mann was re- 
cently installed as Master of the First 
Veil in Lincoln Chapter 6 of the Royal 
Arch Masons. This is quite an honor to 
George as it is his beginning through 
the chairs of the lodge. Larry Con- 
neally reports that he and Nancy finally 
decided on some drapes and have them 
hung. From the description, they are gay 
enough to make up for the three months’ 
absence of curtains. Grace Hauschild 
attended her aunt’s funeral December 19 
in Sioux City. . Carol Churchill is wear- 
ing a pretty diamond from Charles Wilson, 
and Carol says they are planning a sum- 
mer wedding. ...R. H. Spohn started the 


Latest portrait of Bill Minich, Lincoln Plant, 
who is now on military leave. It can be seen 
ihat he is still a long way from home. His 
dad, Bill the elder, is a veteran of the 
Geneva plant department. 


New Year with a shiny new Pontiac. ... 
DeLoris Blome, Ilga Bergmanis, Betty 
Biggs and Jean Speidell are representing 
the accounting department on the volleyball 
squad. ... Edna Rosane entertained Ferne 
Burns and Bobbie Reason at dinner—the 
occasion was Bobbie’s birthday. ... The 
girls of the billing room surprised Deanie 
Bietz on her birthday with a birthday cake. 


THATS A COMPLIC 
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B. A. Isamen 


Associate Editor 


Nineteen Fifty-Four having arrived, Char- 
ley Connors officially closed the 1953 
vacation season. He ended up the old 
year on the last of his vacation. Charley 
reports, “I didn’t go any place; I just stayed 
home and got acquainted with the family.” 

. The one big piece of news from this 
department is that C. C. Donley finally 
reported off the job for a few days. We 
are glad to report that after a tough scrap 
with Old Man Flu, Mrs. Virus, and Kid 
Cold, as well as the Doctor, he is now 
back in his corner challenging all comers. 

Anybody wanna sell a house? With 
all these new houses on the market, Dick 
Wakeman up and sells his so now he has to 
find a place to live. Dick says he’s been in 
the dog house ever since, and he’ll be glad 
to move into another home, especially if it 
has no dog house... . And if you want to 
buy a nice little home, rumor has it that 
Ken Versaw is looking for a buyer so he 
can buy another. Ken says he doesn’t care 
whether the next one has a dog house or 
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not. ... Probably the happiest kid in the 
department on Christmas morning was A. O. 
Andrews. Seems that Saint Nick brought 
Andy a couple of miniature cars for his 
model train layout. The reports are that 
Andy really has a swell train system. About 
the only thing missing is a dining car on 
which hot meals are served... . Santa must 
have taken in a red-hot necktie sale from 
the looks of all the bow ties which have 
shown up in the drafting room. ... And 
with that—Happy New Year! 


Ruth Younger 
Associate Editor 


Our annual Christmas breakfast was a 
great success. The food was delicious and 
the entertainment wonderful. Bill Quinn 
was a marvelous master of ceremonies and 
Santa (Alex Geist) made everyone very 
happy. The committee composed of Lois 
Brauckmuller, chairman, Gretchen Davison, 
Mavis Poe, Marlene Meinke and Thelma 
Mahlman certainly deserves a vote of 
thanks. . . . Ruth Hall was flabbergasted 
when Santa (Richard Fulmer) gave her 
a ring for Christmas. Another Santa (Fred 
Geschwender) gave Jody Hartley a ring 
also. We wish both girls all the happiness 
in the world. .. . George Ramsey and Elva 
Mares enjoyed their vacations at home 
during Christmas week, and Mary Lou 
Clark and her husband visited their fam- 
ilies in Grand Island during that week... . 
Janet Rau and husband were very happy 
to be able to spend Christmas with their 
families in Peoria, Illinois. Almost everyone 
was able to spend the holidays with his 
family either in town or out of town. 
Margaret Hunnicut had an accident while 
visiting her parents in Hastings for Christ- 
mas. Poor Margaret’s car was damaged, 
but we’re very glad Margaret wasn’t 
damaged! ... The paint odor almost drove 
us out of the office but now we have a 
“new office.” We're all very pleased with 
the new color scheme and it really was 
worth it! 


Dorothy Miller, 
Associate Editor 


Winding up the vacations for 1953 and 
those to enjoy their holiday vacations were 
Clem Bottorff, Bill Ahrens, Mildred Carey, 
Marvin Murphy, Robert Blackford, Boyd 
Wedgewood, Gerald Miller, Dale Weaver, 
Ralph Connors, Paul Winscot, Claude Helm, 
Dorothy Miller and Ray Clinton. 
Marilyn Osborn and hubby drove to Pive- 
nix, Arizona, and Old Mexico. While in 
Phoenix they visited relatives. .. . Phyllis 
Kettle took time off so she and her hubby 
could spend the Christmas holiday with 
relatives in Michigan. ... During the after- 
noon of December 21, a surprise farewell 
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party was given in the switchroom for Ve- 
lora Novotny. A huge Christmas tree cen- 
tered the table and candles burned at each 
end of the table. Cake and coffee were 
served. About thirty employees “smiling like 
the cat that swallowed the canary” presented 
Velora with lovely farewell gifts and many 
good wishes. Velora is leaving the switch- 
room to get ready for her new job as a 
mother. 


J. S. Reed, 
Associate Editor 


For the plant office people, December 
was an active period of vacation taking. 
. George Barney took two weeks off to 
spend the major part of the time in hunting. 
He reports he experienced some excellent 
mallard shooting along the Platte river. 
Art Keckler had a week’s vacation 
at the year’s end to entertain Daughter 
Marian, who came home from Shelby, 
Ohio, to spend the holidays with her folks. 
John McKinzie took Mrs. McKinzie 
to Fairfield, Iowa, to spend Christmas with 
their son and family. which includes two 
granddaughters. . John Reed took ad- 
vantage of some vacation time left between 
Christmas and New Year’s to do some work 
at his home in an attempt to hasten along 
the last stages of its remodeling, ; 
Joy Dobbs, recently retired, dropped in 
at the plant office to extend his holiday 
greetings. He reports that he can keep 
busy doing odd jobs around his house and 
viewing television. 


Francine Hillier, 
Associate Editor 
With the cutover completed in fine fash- 


ion, everyone can breathe more easily now. 
. Did everyone have a Merry Christmas 


and a Happy New Year’s Eve? ... We 
happen to have a few New Year’s resolu- 
tions for sale in this department. .. . Now 


just which one of you lucky chaps did 
Mary Tice corral under the mistletoe? . 

A few people in our department evidently 
thought the holidays would be mighty 
festive because they took their vacations 
about that time. ... Bobby Weiler took in 
the “Windy City” for the New Year’s 
week end. . Myra Metcalf also thought 
Illinois had its forthcomings, her destina- 
tion being Rock Island... . Thelma Spell- 
man spent a “hectic” week in Lincoln with 
relatives from Denver, Colorado. ... Pearl 


Barnhouse, Lloyd Cleveland and Dick Hob- 


son also spent their vacations in Lincoln... . 
Actually, Dick didn’t relax too much. Ever 
find anyone to help you move, Dick? ... 
“Better late than never” Merlie Markuson 
and friend decided to travel through the 
golden south during the month of Novem- 
ber. How did you find that ol’ southern 
hospitality, Merlie? 


Millie Whitla 


Mary Ormand, your associate editor, is 
in North Dakota visiting her husband-to-be’s 
family, so I will try to relate the news to 
you this month. ... Vacationers were Melba 
Richards and Georgia Smith, who each had 
a week of well-earned leisure. . . . As 
happens every year, Christmas brought 
some new diamonds—the proud owners be- 
ing Ruth Hetherington, Judy Cleavenger 
and Coralee Utecht. Congratulations, girls! 

. Speaking of Christmas presents, Marlene 
Thompson takes the prize. Her husband 
arrived home from Germany on December 
25, ending his service with the Army—she 
hopes. We hope so too, Marlene. 

Any of you who know or have seen Ken- 
netha Perry’s cat know that he is a most 
unusual fellow, but his latest antic tops 
them all. Seems Tom likes to play with the 
Christmas tree lights but isn’t content to 
just play—he unscrews the bulbs. What 
do you feed him, Kenny—Grow-Pup? ... 
The Telephone Chorus made its usual ap- 
pearances again this Christmas, one of 
which was a television program the night 
of December 21. The next morning the TV 
set in the operators’ lounge was broken. 
Coincidence—we hope! ... Because of Ye 
Olde Demon “Christmas Schedule” there 
were not a lot of holiday travelers, but a 
few managed to get away. Among them 
were Evelyn Koch—Alexandria; Dorothy 
Grafton—Omaha; Evelyn Soukup—David 
City; Arlene Heideman—Tecumseh; Hazel 
Nichols—Hastings; Betty Kroeger—Grand 
Island; Vera Burk—North Dakota. 

Had a few visitors in the office, too— 
Dorothy Darnold from Hastings, Virginia 
Stoner from clear down in Georgia, and 
Lola Warde who was employed here a 
number of years ago. . . . Guess that is it 
for this month. 


Florence Tatman 
Associate Editor 


Holiday trips have been most interest- 
ing conversational topics recently. Sylvia 
Hoaglin and Red (Construction) visited 
relatives in Chicago over New Year’s, with 
the highlight of their trip the wedding of 
Sylvia’s sister. . .. The Strassers spent the 
Christmas holiday week end with their 
son and his family in Duluth. Minnesota. 
They saw a “White Christmas” after a 
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Russ Rauch, warehouse foreman, and Flor- 
ence Tatman, secretary, Supply, brought 
down the house with their hillbilly skit at the 
Lincoln Christmas Party program. 

Mountaineer life was also the theme of acts 


presented by the girls of the business office 
and an engineering-traffic group. 


gentle, windless, eight-inch snow; also many 
skaters and skiers. . Red Maxfield en- 
joyed his Christmas week end in Denver 
visiting friends and spending much time 
with his son who commuted from Colorado 
Springs where he is employed. ... The Mil- 
ton Royces visited relatives in Iowa and 
South Dakota at Christmas time. : 
The Howard Sielers started the year 754 
in Butte, Nebraska. . . . Does anyone 
know where Mr. Stacy can buy a plane— 
and flying instructions? He could make 
use of both, come summertime, with his 
urge to visit in faraway places. His son, 
Howard, now employed by the English 
Branch of the Standard Oil Company of 
California, was recently transferred to Port 
of Spain, Trinidad. What a nice thought 
to be associating the location with the word 
vacation. Mavis Vermeer had fun— 
and some expected hectic moments—Christ- 
mas Eve, coaching her six very small fry 
Sunday School class pupils through their 
portion of the Church’s Christmas program. 
Dean Hobson has moving pains. His 
change of residence to the house two doors 
away naturally meant carrying practically 
everything over. . Lester Ellis has been 
on the move too. He is now out of the 
home-owner group and back to a renter, 
temporarily at least... . Bill Rosenthal has 
done it again and now is the proud owner of 
a newer Buick. ... Richard L. Eno, on mili- 
tary leave of absence since January 1, 1951, 
has now returned to civilian life and the 
work crew in the warehouse. . . . William 
Birdsiey, part-time warehouseman, has now 
returned to the job after three months’ 
absence because of injuries. . . . It’s good 
to have you back, Bill and Dick. 
The last we heard from Bert Huddleston 
he was preparing for a trip to California for 
a visit with his daughter and for some warm 
sunny weather. Wonder what he’d think 
if he knew that’s the kind of weather we’ve 
had here! 
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IT AIN'T ME THATS SMART, 
ITS THE RECORDS | KEEP. 


WHERE'S 
MY PANT'S 
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Dick Spohn, disbursement accountant, 
has occupied the same desk for nigh 
on a quarter of a century. Mean- 
while he has built up a _ reputation 
as an authority on accounts. His 
voluminous references deing kept at 
his fingertips in neat files in his 
desk drawers. One day some workmen 
carried his desk away for refinish- 
ing, replacing it with a miniature 
table. Dick's files were scattered 
hither and yon. Dick declares he 
was unable to answer a single ques- 
tion during the week his desk was 


es 


SERS 


NS 
Nee 


y 


N 


— — 
(THAT NUMBER Lat x 
{ BD AVING 
I DISGUSTED , My TELEPHONE | : | — —. 
=] |. PUT ON THE \ The meanest man of the month was the guy who stole Santa 
pa —_——!) 4 ay-AWAY PLAN " Claus' pants. When Ronnie Ahl, Printing Service, dressed 
_— to play the part at the accounting department gift exchange 
} — Co. : he left his suit hanging on a hook in the basement. When 
— wl. = = he returned, the disillusioned young Santa found his pants 
= Aut eg missing. Ronnie isn't one to calmly accept adversity. He 
a. A ste ee raised such a hue and cry in his search for the missing 
adler ait ic ee be sree whiting , PBX apparel that the culprit finally produced them. The theft 
Sree MESYs. eo Pae ne any aCe. ae the Lincoln was committed by none other than Santa's own father, Carl. 
traffic, somehow got her words business office, was thrown : 
twisted as she was attempting for a great loss bya sub- 
to inform a subscriber that a scriber who was trying to = — =e 
certain telephone had _ been have her telephone put on F CO aa ee paSenSAENE Stim rmen seco 
disconnected. the vacation rate. K = 


YOU'RE GOING ? 


| WANT YOU TO MEET MR5.~ ER - 
UH- WHAT'S THE NAME AGAIN? 


| KNOW~ BUT RIGHT NOW 
| CAN'T RECALL JT ! 


Tae eve 
Harry Knudson and Ronnie Hibbert, Lincoln Plant, drove 
their truck into the State Reformatory grounds to do 
some repair work. Later in the day when Ronnie attempt- 
ed to drive back to the warehouse for more material he 
found himself in a heap of trouble. The guard at the 
gate had the notion that he was an inmate trying to es- 
cape. Ronnie wasn't so sure of his own identity during 
the long session of grilling that followed. 
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Dean Hamilton undertook the 
introduction of new employee 
Marlene Short to her fellow 
workers of Lincoln Commercial. 
His first attempt was a jewel. 
SANTA MUST 
HAVE HEARD 
THAT YOU LIKED 
PICKLES, 
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Russell White, Lincoln Plant, was 
a recent victim of cruel circum- 
stance - and poor stitching. 
While shinnying down a pole with 


his usual vigor, the seam of his i , > ee sah. . ; 
trousers gave way in a yard-long Claude Helm, Lincoln Plant, went diet ep igiea sha eee dal tae ga capes 
gap. No barrel being handy, Russ supperless on his birthday. He ie ues aoe hayecai balaeraiag R nae sift wh : 
tied his sweater about him in the || had invited the family to his stalk Ae eg a Pee ye haca ile 
form of a reversed apron and went favorite steak house, but with iain nee remaeN deg ane nes ay ce si erie 
home wearing the most unusual the first bite Claude's dental - — ge fill of pickles. she: Shon pe UC ce 
ensemble seen on the streets for work broke into fragments, He or Christmas mornings | she found 36 bottles of her 

favorite brand of pickles at the foot of the tree. 


many a moon. was forced to sip coffee while 
the others enjoyed their steaks. 


Just Came 
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ESPONDING to an invitation issued through the per- 


sonnel department, employees and their families led the 
procession of groups to visit and inspect the new equipment 
building at 15th & M, Lincoln. The Employee Open House 
was held during the afternoon and evening of Friday, Janu- 
ary 8. The number in attendance almost exactly touched 
the thousand mark. 

Guides were enlisted from the engineering and local 
commercial departments while narrators from the Lincoln 
plant and traffic departments were stationed at points of 
interest to explain the equipment and its functions. 

The tour was especially designed for telephone people, 
and was more complete than those afterwards given the 
groups from outside the organization. The serving of re- 
freshments by fair members of the business office completed 
the agenda of the day. 

LT@T folk from every part of the territory were in 
attendance. 


In the pictures at right are: (1) Al Reed explaining the impulse senq- 
ers which translate numbers keyed from 56 toll positions to Proper 
Signals for national interfoll network dialing. (2) Ivan Paddack, left, 
briefs a group on the workings of the distributing frame. (3) Eugene 
Schrank, right, described the power room equipment. (4) Al “Tarzan” 
Ager, at left, pointing out the power distributing panel to a group on 
the second floor. (5) Guide Roy Brendle and his followers listen to 
oration by L. G. “Pep” Saunders, right, in the operators’ lounge. 
(6) Elaine Hawkins and Betty Nelson demonstrating intertoll circuit 
connections to a party guided by Dean Hamilton, right. (7) Oliver 
Hoffman, left, explains carrier channels to Marvin Murphy, the Bob 
Swansons and three members of the Gorman family. 


Vaughn Baum, right, cable facilityman, at the first stopping place 
of the building tour in the basement cable vault. This is one of the 
groups in the afternoon session of the Open House. 
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Po the Employees’ Open House, the company 
played host to several civic and luncheon clubs at the 
15th & M building during the remainder of January. Hun- 
dreds of club members took advantage of the opportunity 
to have a glimpse of the equipment and operations which 
have part in rendering modern telephone service. The sev- 
eral groups were divided into parties of 12 to 20 and con- 
ducted through the building by guides recruited from the 
local commercial department. Waldo J. McDowell and his 
crew of business office girls served the gatherings with 
“chicken-delight™ meals at noon meetings and ice cream- 
cake refreshments in evening tours. K. L. Lawson, general 
commercial superintendent, as official host, extended greet- 
ings from the company to each of the groups and explained 
a few of the telephonic mysteries that were to be revealed 
on their tour of the building. General arrangements were 
in charge of A. B. Waters, district commercial manager. 


In the panel of Open House scenes at left: (1) Noon luncheon 
of the Lincoln Personnel Association of which Walter F. Roberts, 
personnel director, is president. (2) Members of the Lincoln Opti- 
mist Club, with Dean Hamilton, far right, as guide. Optimist Howard 
Spahnle, commercial engineer, stands at extreme left. Next to him 
is James Ewing, Club president. (3) Bill Huddleston, right, conducts 
a group from the Knife and Fork Club. Club President K. L. Lawson 
is at left; next is Charles Sutherland, Club secretary; third is Merle 
M. Hale, LT&T vice-president. (4) The Cosmopolitan Club enjoying 
the noon meal. Dewey Nelson, at ‘speakers’ table,’”’ is the company 
representative in the club. (5) Chauncey Eggerss, at left, with a 
group from the Forum Club. (6) George Ramsey, left, acts as 
guide for a segment of the newly formed Exchange Club, of which 
he also is a member. 


Traffic Chief Lloyd Cleveland, left, explaining the function of the 
toll test board to the directory sales force, who were given a special 
tour of the building on January 23. Facing Mr. Cleveland from left 
to right are: Dean Nelson, Jim Barker, Herb Velie, Marion Beezley, 
George Walroth, Bob Regler, Al Zehrung and John Vestecka. 
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Our company’s first official family. Seated: Seth W. Eddy, secretary and assistant treasurer; Frank H. Woods, president; Leonard E. 
Hurtz, general manager; Calvin P. Russell, auditor. Standing: Mark T. Caster, plant superintendent; Raymond E, Mattison, commercial 
superiniendent; George K. Gann, traffic superintendent. This set of officers remained intact from the first critical years of LT&T until 
the death of Mr. Eddy in December, 1917. 


The First Years 


The second of a series of articles covering the highlights in the fifty years of our 
company’s operation. Here we learn of the trials and problems that arose in 
early times; the gathering of the personnel and the opening events in the war of com- 
petition that was waged throughout the first nine years of the company’s existence. 


dts story of our company and that of the career of Frank 

H. Woods are nearly inseparable. Their histories are so 
intricately entwined that one would be only half told without 
the other. 

Born in Boone County, Illinois, Frank H. Woods was 15 
vears of age when the family moved to Lincoln in April 1883 
to make their home. In the migration were Col. Fred M. 
Woods, his wife, Eliza (Eddy) and their six children. 

It was a large family, even for those times, and since their 
capital was limited they did not come to the new country as 
speculators, but to enroll, work and grow in the community. 

The future held much in store for its members. In a few 
short years Colonel Woods, who had been a skilled farmer, 
educator and livestock man, became the leading livestock 
auctioneer in America. The children grew, and early in their 
separate careers had reached distinction in diverse fields. 

Young Frank Woods spent his first two summers in Ne- 
braska herding cattle on the prairies near Lincoln. In 1884 
he entered preparatory school at the University, graduating 
in 1890 with the degree of Bachelor of Literature. A letter- 
man of the N. U. baseball team, he served. in threefold duties, 
as its pitcher, captain and business manager. Twice he won 
the gold medal in the individual competitive drill of the 
[iniversity military battalion, 


He attended Columbia University law school for one year, 
then returned to the University of Nebraska to receive his 
LL.B. degree in 1892. Two years later he married Miss Nelle 
Cochrane and to them were born three sons, Thomas and 
Henry, who were twins, and Frank, junior. 

After graduation Mr. Woods entered law practice as junior 
member of one of the city’s prominent law firms, but his 
experiences here, though laden with promise, were short of 
Fis desires. In an abrupt and bold move he joined talents with 
Frank M. Hall and Judge S. B. Pound to organize and assume 
full partnership in the venture of a new legal establishment 
to be known as Hall, Woods and Pound. Judge Pound's 
celebrated son, Roscoe, later became a member of the firm. 

The establishment prospered and Mr. Woods’ reputation 
«s a lawyer grew in stride, but he was not destined to remain 
a legal practitioner for long. He was 35 years of age when 
Frank and Charles Bills sought his help in organizing an in- 
dependent telephone company in Lincoln. The Bills Brothers 
were prepared to furnish the bulk of the initial capital for the 
formation of the organization. 

Frank Woods was well aware of the problems and dangers 
attending such an enterprise but he was convinced that the 
prospect of better and cheaper telephone service would re- 
ceive the support of the people of Lincoln. He willingly 
agreed to become one of the incorporators. 
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The procuring of funds necessary to bring the new con- 
pany into éxistence was a difficult undertaking and plainly 
at great risk to the original investors. The amount estimated 
for the construction of the properties was at first fixed at 
$400,000 and later raised to $1,000,000. The usual procedure 
was to sell a $1,000 bond and $500 of stock for $900, for 
these were times before the blue-sky laws and utility regu- 
lation. There were few legislative curbs on the formation of 
corporations. But the money was raised, almost in its entirety 
among the residents of Lincoln; mute testimony of their 
faith in the venture, and in the integrity of Judge Field, Frank 
Woods and his brothers Mark and George. It was they who 
carried the solicitation for funds to their friends and fellow 
citizens. 

With. the exchange finally cut into service, it was found 
that the money in hand was seldom sufficient to meet the 
obligations that pressed down upon the little company. The 
schedule of rates that seemed adequate when established 
barely covered the expenses of operation. There were reasons 
for this. Hardly a person among the original employee group 
had previous telephone experience. There were no specifi 
cations for construction and maintenance practices. Sub- 
scriber and ledger accounts were neither accurate nor ade- 
quate. And finally the company had underestimated its 
epponent—the local exchange of the mighty Bell System— 
which knew more about the telephone business and the art 
of waging war than its youthful adversary. 

Doubt grew to certainty in the mind of Frank Woods 
that should the Lincoln company continue on its present 
course it would be doomed to failure. Heretcfore his primary 
role in the organization had been in legal and promotional 
functions. Now he saw the imperative need to reorganize the 
enterprise as a sound, operating telephone company. He 
found the local stockholders solidly behind the plan. Ac- 
cordingly, at a meeting of the Board of Directors on May 30, 
1905, an entirely new set of officers were elected. Frank 
Woods became president; A. W. Field, vice president; and 
W. E. Sharp, secretary-treasurer. And this was the turn of 
events that dislodged Mr. Woods from the practice of law 
and launched him into the practice of business. 

And no business could have been more sorely in need of 
kis deft leadership than the teetering young company of 
which he was now the head. First he established rigid control 
Cver every outgoing payment. Next he obtained, almost by 
miracle, a short-term loan of $50,000 from a Chicago trust 
company; pledging as collateral a like amount of treasury 
bonds of the company. Employees of higher qualifications 
began to appear on the payroll and operating departments 
were established. The business doctor had prescribed the 
proper medicine and the first crisis was past. 

Meanwhile the Western Telephone Company had been 
formed to build and acquire toll line connections between 
the Independent companies which were springing up like 
magic in this part of the state. Frank H. Woods was also 
president of this organization; his secretary, Nellie Thompson, 
secretary-treasurer; and T. H. Ewing, superintendent of con- 
struction. Eventually the toll network of the Western com- 
pany extended roughly throughout the present operating 
territory of LT&T. 

Farm lines, too, were being added to the Lincoln exchange 
in ever increasing numbers. These contingencies had not been 
foreseen. The original farm and information board had only 
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The first storeroom was located in the basement of the original 
Automatic building. All pictures on this page were taken in 1909. 


The ladies are unidentified. The men, left to right: N. Korner, Dudley 
T. Cook and J. W. Cheuvront. 
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The first repair shop was on the site of the present printing 
service office. The large dial three-wire sets were then in use. 
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The bookkeeping department with its employees, left to right: 
C. P. Russell, cashier; Ethel Schreff, Harry Lindley, Eleanor Elmen- 
dorf, Anna Scott, Daisy McClanahan and W, L. Lemon. 
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AUTOMATIC MEN OF 1906 POSE FOR THE EARLIEST EMPLOYEE GROUP PICTURE 


Left to right: Ray H. Elliott, rural and toll; Ray Mosley, drop 
service; Fred Smith, inspector; ‘‘Red’”’ Ebersole, superintendent; A. M. 
Dempke. assistant wire chief; Guy E. Vennum, rural trouble; three 
unidentified commercial men; Milo Caslasky, installer; H. L. Frazier, 


wire chief; unidentified man; Bill McCandlish, installer. 


two positions. It was swiftly outgrown and was replaced in 
1907 by an eight-position board. This board had many un- 
usual features. All our dial telephones were on individual 
lines and the company stressed the “secret service” theme 
to its subscribers. It was decided to protect our rural sub- 
scribers also from the gossip evils of the party line. A rural 
telephone, called the Baird “lock-out” was used. This de- 
vice temporarily disconnected all other telephones on a farm 
line when one telephone was in use. 

Most patrons insisted they wanted that privacy, but found 
sO many ingenious methods of listening in on their neighbors 
that the system was scrapped after a few years. They thrust 
hairpins into the mechanism, tapped wires and devised other 
schemes faster than engineers could invent ways to prevent 
their eavesdropping. 

All these lines terminated on the switchboard of the 
Lincoln Telephone Company and it became apparent that 
the handling of traffic was a science in itself. George K. Gann 
was imported from Augusta, Georgia, as an expert in such 
matters. Raymond E. Mattison, contract agent for the Cuya- 
hoga Telephone Company of Cleveland, Ohio, joined the 
organization to assume charge of customer contracts, but was 
soon loaned to the newly formed State Traffic Association, 
clearing house for adjustments of toll receipts. 

F. E. Ebersole had replaced Bennett Maret as general 
inanager in October 1904, One of his first acts was to request 
that we hire a cashier and bookkeeper. Calvin P. Russell was 
employed in this capacity after he had assisted an accountant 
from Toledo in setting up a uniform system of bookkeeping. 
Royal 5. Brewster had been previously employed as rackman 
for the nominal salary of $40 per month. 

In the original installation the underground cables were 
equipped with mechanical splices. This was an invention de- 
signed to eliminate the services of a plumber or cable splicer. 
The ends of the copper sleeve of the mechanical splice were 
t‘ghtly bolted to the cable. presumably forming a water-tight 
seal. They worked only in theory, and it soon became ap 
parent that an experienced cable splicer must be found. The 


Left to right: Alex Pringle; Lollenn, cableman; unidentified; a 

bearded Mark T. Caster, cableman; unidentified; Frank Arnold, engi- 
neering; Flynn, engineering; Wilson C. Lant, cable helper; R. E. 
Mattison, contract agent; W. P. Conn, cableman; Irving Pope, a 
Kellogg salesman; C. P. Russell, cashier; Maurice Bull, cable helper; 
F. E. Ebersole, general manager; Earl Neir, chief switchman; “Red” 
Ebersole, superintendent; Sam Hensley, testman. 
Nebraska Bell company had a self taught splicer who was said 
tc be the best in this part of the country. His name was Mark 
T. Caster. Our company felt no compunction in enticing him 
away from its rival, though he commanded a salary higher 
than any other employee on the payroll. Caster was paid $85 
per month, with an additional dollar a day for the use of his 
horse. 

The resignation of F. E. Ebersole as general manager in 
June 1906 led to the selection of Leonard E. Hurtz as his 
successor. Lately employed as superintendent of the muni- 
cipal electric light plant, Hurtz had several years in electrical 
experience behind him, having worked part time for the 
Lincoln Gas and Electric Light Company during the time he 
attended the University of Nebraska. A man of vigor and 
decision, he held a tight rein over the affairs of the company’s 
operation during the 15 years he remained in the driver's 
seat. 

Seth W. Eddy was employed as financial representative, 
This courtly gentleman was a great favorite among employees 
and an ambassador of good will in the company’s public 
relations. 

The nucleus of the first official family was now within 
the organization. 

It has been told that the first group of employees was 
a strange assortment. Seemingly they were hired on the basis 
that there was work to be done at the time they applied for a 
job. The turnover was rapid. Only two, Michael Scanlon and 
K. 5. Brewster, remained as employees beyond the first few 
years. Mike was hired in 1903 to help with the underground 
conduit installation and later became a member of the con- 
struction department. Wilson Lant, Milo Caslasky, Homer 
Wood, and others who were considered among the elder 
Automatic employees came into the organization in 1905 
or later, 

Departments and their supervisory staffs, therefore, were 
not created at one and the same time, but developed as the 
company grew and responsibilities multiplied. The cashier's 
cffice became the bookkeeping section and later the ac- 
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The firs ts installation in 1904. At 

left is Henry Hoveland; at right, Earl Neir, chief switchman. The 

railing was placed to keep sightseers and visitors where they could 
do no harm to the exposed mechanism of the switches. 


counting department, with C. P. Russell and his time-keeper, 


William L. Lemon, becoming auditor and general accountant, 


respectively. The contract office evolved into the com: 
mercial department, with R. E. Mattison as superintendent 
and Dudley T. Cook, commercial manager. M. T. Caster 
eave up cable splicing to assume charge of all plant activities. 
George K. Gann was already installed as head of the traffic 
department. Seth W. Eddy, as assistant secretary-treasurer, 
supervised the stock and financial section. 

To this first group of officers our company owes a debt 
of continuing gratitude; and perhaps its very existence. The 
panic and money shortage of 1907 struck heavily against 
the weak and struggling organization, and every cent of in- 
come was used for its survival. There were many occasions, 
in those dark times, that Frank Woods went about town 
collecting telephone accounts in sufficient amount to meet 
the payroll. The department heads learned thrift in its most 
rigid form. They practiced it and preached it. They in- 
doctrinated their employees with the religion of inflexible, 
relentless economy. The matter of an employee wanting a 
raise in salary was sufficiently important to bring before no 
less a body than the Board of Directors. 

When the Independents entered the field the general 
public was easily convinced that the rates of the Nebraska 
Telephone Company were exorbitant. The new companies 
rromised glibly to lower rates and they did succeed for 
several years. This happened not only in Lincoln, but in all 
points where competing companies were formed. 

By November 1906 it was found that while our company 
might meet expenses and pay interest rates on its indebtedness 
at the current rates of $1.75 for residence and $3.00 for 
business telephones, it could not remain solvent without 
laying aside a reserve for depreciation. It sent out circulars to 
its subscribers announcing an increased rate of $2.00 for 
residence and $4.00 for business telephones. 

The first attack came from an unexpected quarter. This 
was a familiar battlefield for the Nebraska Bell Company and 
they were only too glad to find us there. It denounced the 
Lincoln Telephone Company for attempting to hold up the 
citizens of Lincoln, claiming that the “Automatic telephone 
crowd” was raising its rates in order to pay dividends on 
three quarters of a million dollars of watered stock. A few 
days later the Bell Company announced that it had decided 
to REDUCE its individual and two-party residence rates by 
fifty cents a month. Furthermore it would make contracts 
for periods ranging from one to 25 years at the new rates. 

Thus the smoldering warfare that had been confined to 
sniping and minor skirmishes broke into flame along the 
entire front with the opening of the big guns. The episode, 
“War With the Bell,” will form the next installment of our 
company’s history. 


Cables entering the building through the tunnel from the office 
manhole in 1909. A sorry comparison to the neat array of entrance 
cables to Lincoln’s new equipment building at 15th and M. 


The first satelite equipment buildings were at Haymarket Square 
(above) and at 17th and South streets. Each contained a round-type 
Keith board containing first selectors and connectors. They were 
built in 1906. 


One thing about the automatic telephone that will always work 


AOVEATICENMENT 


One of the opening salvoes in the Bell-Automatic war in Lincoln 
was this cartoon advertisement which appeared in the Lincoln Daily 
Star in November 1906, shortly after the company had announced its 
intention to increase local rates. 
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A Rare Picture Fi 


One of the most elusive targets of the 
company camera is an executive session 
of the Pioneer chapter. There is no law 
or edict against photographers, but the 
pioneers are generally so intent with 
their immediate problems that they 
have no time for folderol. So we prize 
this picture which represents a meeting 
of the officers and social chairmen with 
M. W. Franklin, chairman of the Ways 
and Means Committee, who holds a 
tight rein upon the expenditures of the 
chapter. 

Seated from left are: R. S. Bald- 
win, Social co-chairman; Kent Eno, 
treasurer; Max C. Walker, president; 
R. A. Carlson, vice president; K. J. 


om the Sanctum the Pioneers 


Boshart, secretary; and Bud _ Eden, 
Social co-chairman. Standing: G. E. 
Miller, executive committeeman; M. W. 
Franklin; R. R. Winders, executive 
committeeman; and B. J. Sievers, past 
president. 

Out of the meeting came the an- 
nouncement that the annual banquet 
of the chapter would be held Friday, 
May 14, with the stellar attraction being 
a delicious steak or sea food dinner 
with ample parking facilities. The fur- 
rowed brow of the Ways and Means 
chairman indicates that he is already 
at work on the problem of keeping the 
chapter solvent after paying the bill 
for the gala annual event. 


Perfect Health Report for Co-op Association 


YEAR of striking progress was 
recorded by the Lincoln Telephone 
Employees Co-operative Credit Associa- 
tion, it was revealed at the annual 


ct 


meeting of that corporation held a 


‘ 


Lincoln January 16. In the absence of 
President A. B. Smith, the meeting was 
conducted by J. Lloyd Lyne, who was 
selected president pro-tem. 

It was reported that 402 loans total- 
ing $181,038 were made to employee 
members, $34,283 more than the pre- 
ceding years business. Total mem- 
bership at the end of 1953 was 635 as 
compared to 585 the year before. 

Charles B. Meshier, Russell R. Rauch 
and Sterling Nelson were elected to 
the Board of Directors. Present mem- 
bers reelected were Kent Eno, Paul 
Henson. R. B. Hobson, A. W. Hol- 
comb, A. S. Keckler, J. L. Lyne, W. J. 
McDowell. G. E. Miller, A. M. Newens, 
Dan W. Smith. H. W. Spahnle and 
R. H. Spohn. 


The new board met in its first session 


on January 22 to elect officers for the 
coming year. Richard H. Spohn was 
named president; Kent Eno, vice presi- 
dent; C. B. Meshier, treasurer; and R. 
B. Hobson, secretary. Mr. Spohn has 
served as secretary of the Association 
for many years. The other officers are 
new to the official family. 

Mr. Spohn recommended that con- 
tinuing efforts be made to acquaint em- 
ployees with the advantages of making 
use of their own credit organization 
when in need of funds. The Co-op 
office, in Room 213 of the general 
office building, is open for business 
from 8:45 to 5:00, Monday through Fri- 
day, and from 8:45 to 12:00 noon, on 
Saturday. The office is designed to 
furnish privacy and convenience in con- 
ducting business. 

The credit committee, composed of 
Walter F. Roberts, C. C. Donley and 
B. J. Sievers; and the supervisory com- 
mittee of H. W. Potter, I. J. Devoe and 
F. M. Strasser, show no change in per- 
sonnel, 
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PROMOTIONS 


TRANSFERS 
TITLE CHANGES 


Howard W. Stroup 
Equipment Foreman 
Lincoln 


Roy N. Brendle 
Service Engineer 
Lincoln 


Commercial 

Roy N. Brendle, installer-repairman, PBX, 
Central Plant, to service engineer, Lincoln. 

Carol Ann Churchill, machine operator, Ac- 
counting, to clerk, Lincoln. 

Barbara A. Wells, operator, Traffic, to clerk, 
Hastings. 

Plant 

Richard F. Bauer, switchman to installer- 
repairman, COE, Lincoln. 

Robert H. Berggren, combinationman, Wa- 
hoo to Ashland. 

Robert W. Blackford, combinationman to 
installer-repairman, PBX, Lincoln. 

Perry J. Caldwell, installer-repairman, COE, 
to toll terminalman, Lincoln. . 

George J. Hielen, switchman to radioman, 
Lincoln. 

Clyde W. Higgins, routineman, COE, to 
switchman, Lincoln. . 

L. D. Jones, routineman, COE, to switch- 
man, Lincoln. . 

Paul A. Metcalf, janitor to janitor-fireman, 
Lincoln. 

Loyal C. Park, switchman, Hastings to Lin- 
coln. 

Samuel D. Parks, janitor to janitor-fireman, 
Lincoln. 

E. D. Pratt, janitor to janitor subforeman, 
Lincoln. 

A. L. Reed, installer-repairman, COE, to 
toll terminalman, Lincoln. 

Lee G. Rising, draftsman, Engineering, to 
routineman, COE, Lincoln. 

Ardell K. Robison, installer-repairman, COE, 
to toll terminalman, Lincoln. 

Eugene GC. Schrank, switchman to installer- 
repairman, COE, Lincoln. 

Howard Stroup, installer-rrepairman, COE, 
Lincoln, to equipment foreman, General 
Plant. 

Robert W. Swanson, combinationman ‘to 
installer-repairman, PBX, Lincoln. 

Erman L. Wheatcraft, combinationman, 
Friend, to switchboardman, Crete. 


Traffic 
7 


June E. Reiff, operator, Lincoln to Wymore. 


Telephone Excise Taxes Are Pet Peeve 


xith those surveyed, lists the following 
excise taxes: 


HERE is nothing inevitable, it is 
said, except death and taxes, and 
neither is viewed with enthusiasm by 
most people. But while the payment of 
taxes is held as one of life’s necessities, 
some levies meet the disapproval of the 
general public more than others. 


Many excise taxes paid directly by 
the consumer during World War II 
are still being collected more than eight 
years later. They serve as a constant 
reminder that our purses are being 
touched to help pay the great cost of 
government. | 


Many of these taxes are on luxury 
goods and forms of entertainment, but 
the highest among them is the 25 per- 
cent excise levy on long distance tele- 
phone service. There is, in addition, a 
15 percent tax on local telephone serv- 
ice. 

The American Institute of Public 
Opinion (Gallop Poll) conducted a 
recent survey to determine which ex- 
cise taxes were most irritating or an- 
noying. The Institute prepared a list of 
certain items carried in these levies and 
sounded national opinion among adults 
on the following question: “During 
World War II the government put a 
special tax ranging from 15% to 25% on 
such things as jewelry, furs, movie 
tickets, railroad tickets, etc. Which one 
of the taxes do you personally dislike 
the most?” 

Women questioned in the poll gave 
somewhat different answers from men. 
As might have been expected, they ex- 
pressed a greater dislike for the tax on 
cosmetics, toilet preparations, women’s 
purses and such. But the sexes were 
agreed on the most unpopular tax of all. 
The levy on telephone calls was first on 
both lists! 

The disfavor for the telephone tax 
is growing rapidly. In a similar sur- 
vey taken in 1950 only two out of ten 
of those questioned listed it as the most 
unpopular excise. In the recent poll the 
number had doubled. Although clas- 
sified as a luxury under the excise tax 
law, telephone service is regarded as a 
necessity by most people. This probably 
accounts for the increasing annoyance 
with the excise tax levied against it. 

The results of the “unpopularity 
poll,” ranked in order of their disfavor 


Toll Calls Share Top Billing 
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of American People 


All of which leads to the crux of the 
matter. The House Ways and Means 
Committee, of which Congressman Carl 
T. Curtis is a member, will soon write 
a new tax law. The widespread ad- 
verse reaction to telephone excise taxes 
can be a powerful aid in the joint effort 
of the industry and its subscribers to 
effect repeal of this unfair tax. WRITE 


Telephone calls 

Railroad tickets 

Cosmetics, toilet preparations 
Telegrams 

Movie tickets 

Women’s purses, handbags 


Jewelry 
Men’s wallets YOUR CONGRESSMAN TODAY. 
Luggage Present your views and ask his coopera- 


Night club tickets tion—and invite your friends and other 
Furs family members to do the same. 


PLAYBILL 


SESE EERE EAE ER eae ale aegis ates" a's 
PROGRAM 


Excise laxes 


A PLAY IN 3 ACTS 
ABOUT OUR TIMES 


FURRIER FURS FOR 


THE FOREMOST FEMALES ACT I 
= GUARANTEED 10 SPARKLE 
ke WASH., D. C., 1946 after lights are dimmed 
aed RATE EXCISE TAX ON EXCISE TAX 
er ren TELEPHONE TOLL CALLS 20% 
ere fact ted ccd ch ct 
RAISED TO 25% 
AT ume AS A WARTIME MEASURE 
FROM THE 
ORIENT ACT II 
Mh, SEVERAL YEARS LATER 


TAX STILL 25% 


ENJOY YOURSELF 
AFTER THE THEATER 


ACT II 
TODAY 


TAX STILL 25% 


SHANGHAI-LA 


EXCISE TAX 20% 


CABARET ADMISSION TAX 
onty 20% 
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Supervisory Changes In Eastern District 


George B. Keith 


EORGE B. KEITH has been ap- 

pointed to the newly created posi- 
tion of Eastern District wire chief; 
Edgar E. Piper to wire chief of Wahoo 
Area and Dewey Olson to wire chief 
at the Nebraska Ordnance Plant. The 
announcement of the change in dis- 
trict organization structure was made 
by District Manager Max C. Walker. 
The appointments were effective Feb- 
ruary 1. . 

Mr. Keith, former COE installation 
supervisor, enters his new position with 
a broad background of plant experience 
dating back to 1916 and his employ- 
ment at Lincoln as apprentice switch- 


E. G. Piper 


Dewey Olson 


man. Since 1932 he has acted in super- 
visory capacities in both manual and 
dial equipment installation work. As 
district wire chief he will be in general 
charge of plant maintenance and serv- 
ice within the confines of the Eastern 
District. 

Mr. Olson has been transferred to 
the N.O.P. at Mead to assume charge 
of plant activities at the base, his form- 
er position as Wahoo Area wire chief 
being filled through the appointment 
of Mr. Piper, former equipment fore- 
man for the district. Both men are well 
known in their new communities and 
have long records of plant experience 
with the company. 


THE OLD TOLL BOARD DISAPPEARS 


The old Lincoln toll board is no more. 
It disintegrated before the onslaught 
of the salvage and wrecking crews dur- 
ing the month of January. It seems 
unholy to picture it as we do here. 
Once it stood as a personal tribute to a 
man who would hear to no proposition 
that would preclude the LT&T owning 
its toll boards and the toll lines within 
the extent of its territory. This phase 
in our company’s history will be told in 
future issues of the News. Neither can 


the wrecking bar erase the picture of 
thousands of flying fingers that have 
attended the connection of uncounted 
millions of calls which have passed 
through the board. 

Lowell Johnson had charge of the 
salvage crew that removed usable 
equipment and material from the board 
after the cutover. The stripped board 
was then sold intact to a Lincoln sal- 
vage company which completed the re- 
moval of the positions. 
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—And Now, We Build Lines 
To Blazing Homes 


N Friday, January 22, Foreman Les 

Shirey and a make-up crew com- 
posed of Cloyd Bucknell, Les Hansen, 
Art Higgins and Norman Duer, were 
bringing their week’s work to a close by 
running a drop to a new rural subscriber 
north of Lincoln. They were unable to 
complete the job for a most unusual 
reason. The house was on fire! 

The farmer, C. O. Norman, of Route 
5, later said he had just left the kitchen 
of his home to open a gate for the line- 
men when the blaze broke out. Art 
Higgins, driver for the crew, beat a 
hasty retreat to a near-by farmhouse to 
turn in the alarm to the Lincoln Fire 
Department. Their quick response. with 
special equipment, enabled them to 
bring the fire under control and con- 
fine the damage. The cause of the blaze 
was thought to be an overheated oil 
stove. 


Overcash to New Position 
ERT L. OVERCASH, assistant at- 


torney general assigned to the Rail- 
way Comimssion and Bureau of Irriga- 
tion, has tendered his resignation from 
that post and will join the Lincoln law 
firm of Woods, Aitken and Aitken in 
about mid-February. Mr. Overcash 
was formerly in practice at Lincoln and 
North Platte and has been a member 
of the attorney general’s staff since 
1947. | 

Bert has quite a telephone back- 
ground. He got on the LT&T payroll 
probably at a younger age than any 
other employee. He was 12 years old 
when he drew his first wages helping 
his manager father as handyman at the 
Seward office. From 1924 to 1932 he 
worked as shopman, solicitor and clerk 
for the company while attending uni- 
versity. He is the son of Bert R. Over- 
cash, who retired in 1950 after 47 years 
of service. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mrs. Josephine Baldwin, mother of Ray 
Baldwin, Central Plant, passed away January 
ii. Funeral services were held at Castle 


Rock, Colorado. 

Sam Shemas, father of ‘Janet Rau, Lincoln 
business office, passed away January 23 at 
Peoria, Illinois. 


Repeat-Call Wins Compliment 
YRL CLARK, manager at Wilber, 


received a commendation on long 
distance service from one of his sub- 
scribers, Joseph J. Ripa, Saline County. 
Clerk; but as long distance calls from 
Wilber are channeled directly to the 
Lincoln switchboard, he passed the 
letter to the Lincoln traffic department. 
Mr. Ripa had this to say: 


‘Just a word of comment for Oper- 
ator 22, who was on duty January 12th 
between 7:30 and 8:30 p.m. She really 
gave me wonderful service on a long 
distance call to Clarkson, Nebraska.” 

Operator 22 was identified by Melba 
Richards, chief operator, as Dorothy 
Grafton. The connection was one 
which encountered the now rare 
obstacle of transmission so poor that 
the call had to be repeated by the 
operator. Miss Grafton’s tact and 
patience as the intermediate voice in 
the connection was responsible for the 
fine compliment from Mr. Ripa. 


From the Headlines 
. E. LONGDON, area manager at 


Fairbury, has been elected vice prest- 
dent of the Community Chest budget 
committee and also vice president of 
the civic Concert Association. 


A. Marie Pearson, chief operator at 
Hastings, has received appointment as 
finance chairman of the Business and 
Professional Womens Club of that city. 


Anna Larson, Hastings traffic, was 
elected vice president of the Hastings 
Business and _ Professional Womens 
Club. 

Donna Lee Jeppesen, Superior Trat- 
fic, has been installed as secretary for 
the Business and Professional Womens 
Club of Superior. 

Luetta Bacon, Hastings Traffic, was 
named conductress for the Auxiliary to 
the Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen 
at Hastings. 


The Five-Millionth Call for Time-of-Day 


fsa Audichron, central equipment 
for the Time-of-Day service, was 
installed in the telephone building at 
Lincoln in December 1950 for the 
National Bank of Commerce. Since 
that time those who dial 2-9211 hear 
a pleasant voice give a brief advertising 
message followed by the correct time. 
Ten trunks bring the calls to the Audi- 
chron where they are held until the 
beginning of the next announcement; 
the messages being recorded on the first 
film of a sequence of three, the second 
film giving the hour, and the third the 
minute. The machine operates on a 
24-hour basis and is entirely automatic. 


On January 26, 1954, Blanche Gallo- 
way, of 2627 Woodsdale, dialed 2-9211 
and was startled to hear the voice of 
Byron Dunn, president of the National 
Bank of Commerce, inform her that 
this was the five-millionth call to be 
received by the Audichron, an event 
which would entitle her to receive a 
Savings Bond and an Elgin watch in 
remembrance of the occasion. Mr. 
Dunn was stationed at the Audich on 
control in the 15th & M building and 
had intercepted the call that registered 
5,000,000 on the counting meter. 


The Audichron normally receives 
from 5,000 to 5,500 calls a day and is 
capable of handling 
many more. 


Waiting to intercept the 
5,000,000th Time - of - Day 
call in the Audichron 
equipment room at 15th & 
M are, left to right: Alex 
Geist, service engineer; 
Byron Dunn, presideni, 
and Carl D. Ganz, execu- 
tive vice-president of Na- 
tional Bank of Commerce; 
and A. B. Waters, district 
commercial manager. 


Words of Praise for 


Lincoln L. D. Girls 
OSTED on the bulletin board of the 


Lincoln traffic department is a fine 
tribute from Vernon S. Dunn, business 
manager for Union College, scene of a 
disastrous fire in late December in 
which one of the campus buildings was 
totally destroyed. Mr. Dunn’s letter read 
in part: 

“We wish to take this opportunity 
to express to you our sincere thanks 
for the excellent cooperation your long 
distance operators gave to the school 
during the time of our disaster. We 
realize it was a busy time for your 
long distance operators and especially 
appreciate the fact that they gave us 


prompt and efficient service on the 
many calls we found it necessary to 
make.” 


Mr. and Mrs. Jack Billings of Fairbury 
are the proud parents of a daughter born 
December 31. Jack is a construction depart’ 
ment employee at Beatrice. 

Mr. and Mrs. D. L. McCoy are the parents 
of a boy, Timothy Lee, born January 17. 
Dick is in the Tecumseh plant department. 

A daughter, Susan Rae, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Greb on January 18. Bod 
is an employee of the Lincoln construction 
department. 


We Extend a Cordial Welcome to These New Employees 


Name Position 
COMMERCIAL 
Joann L. Miller Clerk 
PLANT 
Constance J. Decker Typist 


Lucille A, Clark 
Anthony J. Kerner 
Jack L. Mahoney 


Janitress (P.T.) 
Groundman, Exchange 
Groundman, Exchange 


Date 

Exch. Employed Name 

Gertrude P. Monson 

™ Fy Tan% 
rinkoin van .48 Charlotte Wright 

Gwendolynn E. Albers 
Lincoln Jan. 4 Geraldine A. Benson 
Wilber Jan. 4 Maude M. Ferguson 


Genevieve E. Harper 
Joan M. Steinback 


Tecumseh...Jan. 6 
Tecumseh... Jan. 4 
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Date 

Position Exch. Employed 
Janitress (P.T.) Sutton Jan, il 
Janitress Osceola Jan. 11 

TRAFFIC 

Operator Hastings Jan. 5 
Operator Hastings Jan. §5 
Cafeteria Attendant Lincoln Jan. 4 
Operator Beatrice Jan. 11 
Operator Wahoo Jan. 4 
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Ten Years Ago 


EBRUARY 19, 1944, was a sad day 

in telephone organization. It brought 
the sudden passing of Norman Ott, then 
advertising manager and editor of the 
News. He succumbed early that morn- 
ing to his first heart attack. 

Norman had many rare attributes, 
not the least of which was his faculty 
for making fast friends. His prolific 
pen was equally skillful in subjects 
ranging from comedy to pathos and 
covered the events of LT€&T, both in 
the News and in a daily cafeteria bul- 
letin which was distributed among Lin- 
coln employees for several years. Dur- 
ing his nine-year tenure of editorship 
the News was published in a newspaper 
format. 
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N. W. Bell Files for 
Rate Increase 
iE Northwestern Bell Telephone 
Company has filed an application 
with the State Railway Commission 
asking for its fifth rate increase in 
local telephone service since the war. 
The company requests from 15 to 90 
cent increases in local rates and ap- 
proval to make all pay-telephone calls 
a dime. Long distance rates were not 
mentioned in the petition. The hearing 
hefore the Commission has been set for 


March ] 7. 


A BROTHER-IN-LAW ACT 


AMES A. SCHELLENBERG and 
and Robert J. Donaldson, both of 
General Shop, survived an adventure 
a few nights ago, the likes of which you 
will not believe. 

Mr Schellenberg bought a home in 
one of Lincoln’s new additions and has 
kept busy the past few weeks putting 
his basement recreation room into shape. 
His brother-in-law, Bob Donaldson, has 
been assisting with the work: at the 
same time providing Jim good company, 
bad advice and sparkling conversation. 

Jim is the silent type. He likes Bob’s 
brand of rhetoric because it seldom con- 
tains a question; and if it does, there is 
no space inserted for an answer. 

The two were engaged in installing 
a heat outlet in the recreation room. 
Bob was speaking. “I'll bust a hole in 
the furnace for the pipe and you dash 
upstairs and get the car started,” he 
said, “then we'll run over to Havelock 
and buy some sheet metal to make the 
duct.” 

Schellenberg trudged upstairs to the 
attached garage, trying to close his ears 
to the sound of ripping metal as Bob 
attacked the furnace jacket with a chisel 
and blunt instrument. Jim opened the 
garage door. started the car and soon 
Donaldson climbed in beside him. 

The trip to Havelock was made in 
silence except for the purring of the 
motor and Bob’s dissertation on the fol- 
lowing subjects: (a) How to bend sheet 
metal. (b) The adventures of Dick 
Tracy. (c) The leak in his roof. (d) 
The cartoon “Some Punkins.” And (e) 
the cold snap. 


They found the material they needed. 


Jim paid the man and they started home. 


Bob covered several more subjects and 
gave an imitation of a radio commercial 
for a hair oil containing lanolin. They 
drove into the garage. Bob gathered up 
the sheet metal and went downstairs 
while Jim closed the garage and turned 
off the lights. 

Donaldson was already in-the recrea- 
tion room cutting pieces to fit when 
Jim came down to the basement, The 
latter made his way to the furnace, 
almost fearing to look at the yawning 
hole his helper had chiseled in it. But 
there was no hole. Not even a dent or 
mark. Jim had some difficulty finding 
the hammer and chisel, but finally lo- 
cated them. He began to beat on the 
chisel at the same moment Bob started 
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Reconstruction of the crime. This is one 
of several versions of the adventure offered 
by Mr. Schellenberg, left, and his inventive 
accessory, Mr. Donaldson. 


nailing the first duct to the joist. 

The noise was deafening—and lots of 
fun. Each workman was trying to outdo 
the other in creating a disturbance. 
There came an instant of silence as both 
hammers were raised together. 

“HEY!” They heard a call from the 
head of the stairs. A determined look- 
ing man was standing there, holding 
the hand of an adolescent daughter. 
The latter was uttering piercing screams. 

“Come on down,” invited Bob, “but 
don’t bring that kid with you. She'd 
be in the way and I can’t stand ‘em 
anyway.” 

“What in the tarnation are you two 
thugs doing in my basement?” roared 
the man on the stairs. The metal work- 
ers looked about and their easy assur- 
ance turned to doubt, then to horrible 
certainty that they were in a_ place 
they had never seen before. They no- 
ticed, too, that the stranger had bulg- 
ing muscles that rippled from wrist to 
shoulder. 

There is more to the story but it 
comes as an anticlimax. Even Jim got 
into the conversation as explanations 
and apologies tumbled over one an- 
other. The trespassers departed in 
health, but with the assurance that 
they would be shot on sight if either 
or both were seen on the premises again. 

Jim summed up the episode in one 
of his infrequent bursts of oratory. 
“Dern houses all look alike,” he said. 
“Can't even tell when you get home.” 


“lt Is Our Opinion—" 
AS interesting booklet, “Report of 


Employees’ Opinion Survey,” was 
issued in late January by the personnel 
department and distributed by mail to 
the homes of employees. The report 
gives a summary of the answers ob- 
tained from the opinion survey con- 
cucted amonz employees of LT&T last 
year. It gives a cross-section of the 
thinking among the 482 individuals who 
filled out and returned the opinion 
questionnaire. The survey covered a 
range of thought-provoking subjects. 
Those who provided the answers were 
asked not to identify themselves as it 
was felt this would encourage more 
candid treatment of the questions. 


The company asked for it—and was 
prepared to hear things about itself 
that might prove beneficial in its em- 
ployee relations program. It fared 
surprisingly well—better than most 
people who put their ear to the key- 
hole. In the answers to Question Num- 
ber One: “How do you like your com- 
pany as a place to work in comparison 
with other companies you know about?” 
LT&T was rated as average, above 
average, or one of the very best in 95 
percent of the replies. Only three per- 
cent indicated it was below average, 
and two percent had no opinion. 

Only two percent of the employees 
didn’t like their present work; 13 per- 
cent thought their job was all right; 47 
percent liked it better than most jobs 
they could think of; and 36 percent 
would rather have it than most any 
other job. However 59 percent of the 
repliers did not think the company took 
sufficient interest in them as a person, 
reiterating the natural desire of every- 
one for individual recognition; and 41 
percent felt the company did not give 
them enough information about its af- 
fairs. Actually these answers can be 
taken as healthy signs that employees 
are deeply interested both in their own 
advancement and in the affairs of the 
company. 

High taxes, 69 percent thought, hurt 
the person who works for the company. 

Mainly the employees were correct 
in their estimates of company profits 
and the division of salaries among 
management and employees. 

The country’s economic system in 
general did not fare so well. While but 
three percent said the worker was worse 
off today than 50 years ago, only 21 


percent credited the advancement to 
our business system. The same number 
had no opinion; seven percent gave 
credit to the government and 51 percent 
to labor unions. The replies leaned 
heavily toward the need of less govern- 
mental regulation of business, only 
cight percent saying there should be 
more. 

In the question of competition versus 
control in business to keep prices at a 
fair level, competition won by a margin 
of 68 to 27 percent. On the whole, 
employees by a ratio of 19 to 1 thought 
the good features of our nation’s busi- 
ness system outweighed the bad. 


TEMBA Reports a 
Year of Progress 
The Telephone Employees Mutual 


Benefit Association has cleared its 
books for the past year, issued reports 
of progress and elected officers and 
directors. Also, by virtue of an over- 
whelming affirmative vote, a proposed 
change in the bylaws and one affecting 
dues and benefits were enacted and be- 
came effective. The proposals had been 
previously submitted and explained to 
the membership. These events trans- 
pired at the annual meeting of the 
Association held in Lincoln, Saturday, 
January 16. 

The bylaws change requires that five 
directors will hereafter be elected each 
year for a three-year term and that 
no member may succeed himself in 
office until one calendar year has 
elapsed. Until this time all fifteen di- 
rectors have been elected on an annual 
basis with no restrictions. 

The second proposal provided an in- 
crease in both dues and benefits. It 
has been apparent in late years that 
benefits were lagging behind increased 
charges and that in nearly every case 
members were required to make up the 
difference in cost. Under the new 
schedule of benefits, hospital payments 
will be increased approximately 50 per 
cent and surgical payments about 25 
per cent. Since the dues were only suft- 
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Ruth Goepfert, at 
right, with audience 
composed of the J. 
Pugsleys, the Art 
Drake family and 
Dick Wakeman at 
the Employees Open 
House, Lincoln. 


ficient to support the old schedule of 
beneiits, a corresponding increase in 
the dues was approved as part of the 
proposal. 

It was reported at the meeting that 
membership in the association had in- 
creased during 1953 from 961 to 991; 
that receipts from dues, totalling 
$20,615.75, were $1,263.73 above the 
benefit payments and that the reserve 
fund now stands at $10,746.82. The 
Association also has a cash operating 
balance of more than $8,700. 

Elected to serve three-year terms on 
the Board of Directors were: L. W. 
Cleveland, G. P. Barney, Phil Garvey, 
Alex M. Geist and Tyler Ryan. Other 
members of the board, elected for a 
one-year tenure, are: W. F. Roberts, 
R. T. Ross, Ivan Paddack, R. R. Win- 
ders, H. M. Studier, H. W. Cane, F. J. 
Bettenhausen, M. C. Walker and A. 
Marie Pearson. 

The present officers, Walter F. Rob- 
erts, president; Alex M. Geist, vice 
president; Howard W. Spahnle, treas- 
urer; and Lloyd W. Cleveland, secre- 
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tary, were re-elected at a meetinz of 
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the new Board of Directors held Janu- 
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ary 29. 


Kathleen Mailahn and Donald Young. 
Beatrice plant department, were married 
December 15 at Papillion. 

rracie Ann Diekhoff, Geneva Traffic, be- 
came the bride of Cyrus Mussman at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church in Ohiowa on De- 
cember 27. Mrs. Mussman has resigned and 
the couple will live on a farm near Ohiowa. 

Lucille Sjoberg, Wahoo Traffic, became 
the bride of Mike Albert on January 5. The 
ceremony took place in Iowa. 

Marvene Behrens, Crete Traffic, and 
Robert Bowen were married January 21 in 
the Congregational Church at Crete. 

Ruth Younger, Lincoln business office, 
and Russell White, Central Plant, were united 
in marriage January 23 at Friedens Lutheran 
Church in Lincoln. 


Service Anniversaries 


J. W. Dudgeon 
Hastings 
40 Years 


R. R. Guthrie 
Lincoln 
30 Years 

Forty Years 
J. W. Dudgeon, Hastings. 
Thirty-Nine Years 
G. G. Mehuron, York. 


Thirty-Four Years 


B. D. Kline, Superior: W. R. Minich, 


e ~ ; 
Geneva; Dorcas J. Slater, Fairbury. 


Thirty-Three Years 
R. M. Cleveland, Lincoln. 


Thirty-One Years 


B. L. Ford, Beatrice: Clarinda jx Dake, 


Superior; Marie S. Portsche, Lincoln. 


Thirty Years 
R. R. Guthrie, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Nine Years 


Addalene B. Christian, Lincoln: ‘J... i. 


Potter, Ashland. 


Twenty-Eight Years 
Anna A. Larson, Hastings. 


Twenty-Seven Years 


R. N. Brendle, Clara M. Jones, Ks i. 
Lawson, Helen Pickard, E. H. Royce, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Six Years 


R. S. Culver, Mary M. Emerson, Lincoln: 


Bohumil Docekal, David City. 
Twenty-Five Years 


K. J. Boshart, Lincoln; Rose H. Janda, 


Plattsmouth. 


Twenty-Four Years 


Ky V, Clifford. Lincoln: E. A. Moorhead. 


Clay Center. 
Twenty-Three Years 


Oakel K. Butler. Auburn: W. F. Combs, 


Lincoln. 


Rose H. Janda 
Plattsmouth 
25 Years 


K. J. Boshart 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


Seventeen Years 


G. A. Fleck, Lincoln. 


Fourteen Years 

Helen F. DeBord, Fairbury: Lily E. Mala- 
eek, Doris M. Sutton, Lincoln. 
Thirteen Years 

George Placek, Nebraska City; Opal 


—_— 


Thimgan, Lincoln. 


Twelve Years 


\V. R. Huddleston, Lincoln. 


Eleven Years 
I’. J. Barnett, A. G. Behm, Marie Hall, 
Magdalen M. Heser, T. H. Roller, Jr., 
Lincoln; A. F. Smetak, David City. 
Ten Years 
Gloria Z. Bowers, J. D. Green, Wilma A. 
Wergin, Lincoln. 
Nine Years 
Rethal C. Falk, D. H. Young, Beatrice: 
Evelyn M. Soulkup, R. L. Wenzel, Lincoln. 
Fight Years 
E. A. Hlina, E. D. Smith, Lincoln. 


Seven Years 
R. F. Bauer, H. A. Lee, Lincoln: Ruth 
A. Diekmann, Beatrice. 
Six Years 
Elvera M. Parks, Osceola; Mary M. Wat- 
l:ins, Nebraska City. 
Five Years 
A. L. Dougherty, R. W. Tejcka, Lincoln: 
Marjorie A. Drennen, Nebraska City; Ann 
C. Horton, Hastings; M. E. Johnson, Auburn: 
J. C. Smith, Tecumseh. 


Gloria Z. Bowers 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


J. D. Green 
Lincoln 
id Years 


Wilma A. Wergin 
Lincoln 
10 Years 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


of Lincoln Telephone Employees 
Co-operative Credit Association 


of Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska, at 
the close of business on Dec. 31, 1953 


ASSETS 

Cash and Due from Banks ........ $ 45,129.27 
U. S. Bonds—Direct and 

CI AEATECER. « Gvdscdecvecdciachcnnciuedes 113,000.00 
Loans and: Discotints: ..c2.025...4..: 143,835.23 
Other Assets, Stocks .......0.2.2.000.... 23,757.60 
TOTAL... Piso ee skeet $325,722.10 

LIABILITIES 

Time Deposits (Savings) ............ $263,528.92 


TOT. DEPOSITS. ...$263,528.92 

Bills Payable, Interest, Unearned 4,083.67 

Guaranty Pind: 238s, 5,861.80 

Undivided Protitsccccccccccecccss 2,338.71 

TOTAL GUARANTY FUND, 
UNDIVIDED PROFITS & 


RESERVES: sc. $ 8,200.51 
Members Share Accounts .......... 49,909.00 
TOTAL. -LIABILITIBS:. asc. $325,722 


I, R. H. Spohn, President of the above 
named Association, do solemly swear or 
affirm that the above statement is true, to 
the best of my knowledge and belief. 


Correct—Attest: 
I. J. DEVOE 
H. W. POTTER 
F. M. STRASSER 


Supervisory Committee. 


STATE OF NEBRASKA 


County of Lancaster, ss: 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 
27th day of January, 1954, and I hereby 
certify that I am not an officer of this 
Association. 


J. E. BACKSTROM, Notary Public 
My commission expires September 2, 1959. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association during the month of 
January: 

Primary Members: R. C. Parsons, Lincoln 
pensioner, $100.00; L. R. Cink, Wahoo Plant, 
$31.00; Della Wilcox, Lincoln Traffic, $15.00; 
Margaret Hunnicutt, Lincoln Commercial, 
$15.00; Veltha Poggemeyer, Nebraska City 
Traffic, $198.50; Edith Seward, Hastings Traf- 
fic, $16.20; Minnie Schlitt, Hastings Traffic, 
$9.00; Grace Kissinger, Lincoln Traffic, 
$122.55; E. O. Wait, Lincoln Service, $31.00; 
Mary Boshart, Lincoln Accounting, $15.00; 
W. O. McOmber, Crete Plant, $39.00: Betty J. 
Peery, Superior Commercial, $15.00: G. T. 
Jones, Hebron pensioner, $212.00: Neva Bea- 
vers, Hebron Traffic, $217.15; Frank Kucera, 
Lincoln Service, $6.00; Darlene Remmers, 
Beatrice Traffic, $52.50; A. L. Higgins, Lin- 
coln Construction, $15.00; C. S. Nevin, Lincoln 
pensioner, $10.00; Arleen Swanson, Lincoln 
Service, $10.00; Bohumil Docekal, David City 
Plant, $15.00; K. J. Boshart, General Com- 
mercial, $10.00; Georgia Smith, Lincoln Traf- 
fic, $10.00. 

Dependents: James Loudenback, Lincoln, 
$26.63; Darrell Lee Kermoade, Milford, $52.50: 
Mrs. G. E. Eggleston, Pawnee City, $7.50; 
Mrs. D. R. Swanson, Lincoln, $19.50; Mrs. R. J. 
Donaldson, Lincoln, $7.50; Alan Lamberson, 
Lincoln, $83.85; Mrs. E. E. Johnson, Lincoln, 
$26.25; Mrs. H. G. White, Lincoln, $11.25. 
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g-Easterin District 


Betty Miles, 
Associate Editor 


David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 

Camilla Selzer, Lucille Helgoth, Phyllis 
Lukassen, Margaret Cornell and Irene Swan 
attended the Open House of the new tele- 
phone building... Camilla Selzer has been 
a stay-at-home these nights since she is the 
proud owner of a TV set... . The old flu 
bug has been flitting around again as he 
usually does this time of year. Many have 
been out on account of sickness. 

Nebraska City Area 
Carol L. Broers, Correspondent 

At Nebraska City we feel we had better 
be taking our vitamin pills more often since 
there has been quite a bit of sickness going 
around. Ethyl Armstrong spent an un- 
pleasant week in St. Mary’s Hospital. She 
is home now and we all hope she is feeling 
better. Others still on the sick list are “AI” 
Letellier, Deroy Helfer, Veltha Poggemeyer, 
Violet Peterson, and Dorothy Everett. A 
speedy recovery to all of them... . Ivan 
Livingston has become a farmer but not for 
long. He is holding the fort on his uncle’s 
farm while he is vacationing in California 
during the winter months. . . . The smell of 
coffee can easily be detected in the building 
since the price of coffee has gone up to ten 
cents a cup. Seems some of the employees 
have been making their own. Saves going 
out in the cold these days, too. ... Area 
Manager Newens has decided to be a little 
bit more careful after this when there is 
snow on the ground. He says it’s a pretty 
helpless feeling to have your feet slide out 
from under you and not be able to do a 
thing about it. Mr. and Mrs. George 
Placek are grandparents of a baby boy. 
Mrs. Placek is taking a few days off to help 
care for the new arrival. The traffic 
department has acquired a new little friend, 
Tommy Allen. Tommy was a patient at St. 
Mary’s Hospital. His politeness and sweet 
manner when using the telephone won the 
hearts of the girls. They took up a collec- 
tion and bought him a few gifts. He was 
really thrilled, especially over the gun and 
holster which is an added accessory to his 
pajamas both day and night. After Tommy 
was released from the hospital he came up 
to see the girls... . . In the near future we 
may have an ice skating star around here. 
Some of the girls have been trying their 
skill at skating. Latest reports were a few 
stiff joints but no broken bones... . Eliza- 
beth Dunlap is a very happy girl these days. 
Her husband is due home from Korea the 
20th of February. . . . Those attending the 
Open House in Lincoln were Lillian Bader, 
Ethyl Armstrong, Mary Bartyzelle, Betty 
Christensen, Kathryn Owens, Dorothy Durr, 
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Evelyn Denson, Mary Tackett, Ivan Living- 
ston, Raymond Kinnison and Jackie Durr, 
a former operator. . . . Visitors at the office 
this month were Viola Dunn, chief operator 
at Fairbury; Lela Watson, chief operator at 
Beatrice; and Clyde Burge, Southern Dis- 
trict manager. . . . Those visiting from Lin- 
coln were Messrs. Walker, Cruickshenk, 
Keith, Piper and Guthrie. 


Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 

Everything has been very quiet in this 
area, end everyone has been busy working 
on the directory... . Three of our operators 
are on the sick list, namely, Frances Moore, 
Elizabeth Nichols, and Pauline Reckard. 
Here’s wishing them a speedy recovery... . 
Irene Combs was a recent visitor. 

Wahoo Area 


Margaret Schuster and Leona Yarmon, 
Correspondents 


Mrs. Lura Blackman is the proud grand- 
mother of a baby girl, Janet Lee, born De- 
cember 24, 1953. Proud parents are Mr. 
and Mrs. Glenn Blackman, Oklahoma City. 

. Les Shirey and gang have been string- 
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El Cerrito, California 
January 12, 1954 
Dear Editor: 

As a large number of telephone people have 
to do and deal with cables, I thought the 
enclosed picture might be of interest to some 
of them. This is a true sample of the cables 
that support the Golden Gate Bridge. 

Now don’t come back and ask me how these 
cables were raised. That is a trade secret 
known only to a few of us sidewalk superin- 
tendents. Have just taken my qualification 
test and am honor-bound not to divulge it. 

The photographer did not say, “look at the 
birdie, please,’’ which accounts for the sour- 
puss look on the top end of the leaning 
gargoyle. 

VERN CAMPBELL 
1008 San Pablo Ave, 
Box 123 
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ing wire for directory regrouping. ... T 
flu bug has bit just about everyone. Julie 
Hengen was the first vacationer of 754, but 
spent her time at home in bed nursing a 
cold and sore throat. . Inez Olsen is at 
home with a case of virus flu. Hope her 
recovery is a speedy one and she will be up 
and .around with us again real soon. 
Mary Beaty is back to work again after a 
long absence. Glad to see her back in good 
health and her usual good spirits... . Joan 
Steinbech is beck in the swing of things 
after a long departure from the traffic de- 
partment. Always happy to have old 
friends return. 


Paula Otte, 
Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 


Shirley Stock and Emma Lee DeJonége, 
Correspondents 


A recent visitor of the Myron Birdsley 
family was Mrs. Maybell Gorder from 
the Hawaiian Islands. ... Marilyn Coad en- 
joyed a visit from Air Cadet Harry Grafe, 
who is stetioned in Kingston, North Caro- 
lina. Helen Dettmer’s sister Berniece and 
family were holiday visitors here. ... Mr. 
and Mrs. John Deppe, of Holdrege, were 
New Year’s Day visitors of Doris Peterson’s 
family. . . . Mr. and Mrs. Gene Taylor 
spent New Year’s Day at Mrs. Taylor’s 
erendparents. Helen Dettmer, Lee 
Casey, Jo Ann Stephens, Harold Grant and 
Mr. and Mrs. Fayne Peterson spent a quiet 
New Year’s Eve playing cards; that is, it 
wes quiet until twelve o’clock and then the 
fireworks started. We can’t figure out where 
they got the firecrackers—unless they were 
left over from the Fourth of July. 

Jean Birdsley. a former operator, will be- 
gin teaching school at Nemaha this semester. 
Miss Birdsley has completed a four-year 
course at Peru State Teachers College. 

. Rita Yates recently became the owner 
of a parakeet. We are wondering if 
Elva end Joan Remmers had many falls 
while ice skating January 24... . Marilyn 
Coad enjoyed an evening of roller skating 
January 21... . Mr. and Mrs. Gary 
Gardner visited several days with Mrs. 
Gardner’s sister in Fremont... . Mr. and 
Mrs. Marcus Johnson and Mr. and Mrs. 
Fayne Peterson recently motored to Sidney, 
Iowa, to help Mr. Johnson’s sister celebrate 
her birthday. ... Oakel Butler is enjoying 
a visit with her son, Paul, Jr., who is home 
on leave from the Navy. Oakel has been 
showing us some lovely souvenirs from 
China and Japan.. .. Ivan Haith, Humboldt 
exchange manager, had his tonsils removed 
January 8. At this time he is back at work 
and feels quite “chipper” again. Kenneth 
Paro, combinationman at Humboldt, had an 
operation for appendicitis on January 20. 


A line of smiles from the Fairbury traffic department. The Christmas tree background 


tells the cccasion for the gathering. The picture arrived too late to meet the deadline for 


last month’s layout of holiday activities. 


Beatrice Area 
Marilyn Fielder, Correspondent 

We are happy to have Phyllis Jungck 
back with us after a three-month leave of 
absence, also Evelyn Menke. who has re- 
turned after spending three months in 
Montana with her brother and family. 
Marie Fuller has taken a two-month 
leave of absence to be with her husband 
upon his arrival from Japan. . .. Alice 
Reents and Verna Freeman are having a 
shower in honor of Bessie Freeman. All the 
girls have been invited. Dorothy Mapes 
visited over the week end with her folks 
in Waterville, Kansas. Darlene Rem- 
mers was in the hospital recently for a 
tonsillectomy. . Harlan Gillespie had a 

recent attack of the flu. 


Crete Area 
Loretta McIlnay, Correspondent 


Cupid has been very busy in the traffic 
department. Marvene Behrens has been 
proudly wearing her diamond. She was hon- 
ored at a party on January 13 at the Italian 
Village in Lincoln where she was presented 
with a corsage and a gift from the traffic 
and commercial departments. ... Jane and 
Jean Sweet (yes, they’re twins) received 
identical rings for the third finger of the 
left hand. The lucky boys are twin brothers 
from Friend. ... A large group from Crete 
attended Open House at Lincoln. They were 
Mr. and Mrs. G. D. Brock, William Mc- 
Omber, Elizabeth Johnson, Ethel Park, Mrs. 
Loretta MclIlnay and children, Patricia and 
Paul, and Mr. and Mrs. John Jacobs. Edith 
Park of Lincoln also attended with the 
group. ... Those attending Open House 
from Friend were Mr. and Mrs. Massey, 
Mr. and Mrs. Wheatcraft and daughter 


Diane, Mr and Mrs. Landenberger, and 
Tillie and Mary Eurich. ... Attending from 
Wilber were Mr. and Mrs. Vyrl Clark and 
Roger. 
Fairbury Area 
Velda Wagner, Correspondent 

The telephone employees, wives, hus- 
bands and boy friends all enjoyed a Christ- 
mas party at the Cozy Cafe. Manager Long- 
don and Wire Chief Gear were each pre- 
sented a large scenic picture. Miss Dunn, 
chief operator, was also presented a gift. 
The Cafe presented the employees a beau- 
tifully decorated four-tier cake topped with 
a Santa Claus. Following dinner the girls 
went to the office and enjoyed a gift ex- 
change. Santa Claus was reported to have 
been good to all and especially nice to 
Bertha Cerveny, Martha Vculek and Vir- 
ginia Robinson, who are all flashing dia- 
monds. Virginia has set February 7 as the 
date for her wedding. ... A holiday visitor 
was Erman Wheatcraft, a former employee 
in the Fairbury plant department. who is 
now working at Friend. ... Dorcas Slater 
spent Christmas with her daughter and fam- 
ily in Lincoln. ... Vera Nolte, chief operator 
at Daykin, was hospitalized a few days 
with a knee operation and at last report 
was getting along nicely. . . . Open House 
visitors in Lincoln were Mr. and Mrs. J. C. 
Gear, Beryl Leslie, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Kermoade. 

Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 

The Red Cross Bloodmobile was in town 
recently and among the donors were Cecile 
Morehead. Mary Kalin, Harold Drake, and 
Waldo Harrington. Waldo has now donated 


Service as narrators for the traffic department in the Employees Open House were, left 
to right: Kennetha Perry, June Werner, Evelyn Koch, Gladys Trumble, Betty Kroeger, Ruth 
Goepfert, Dorthea Heckman and Wilma Wergin. 
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a gallon and we are mighty proud of him. 

. The only vacationer this month was 
Nancy Troeger. Because of the extreme cold 
weather she stayed rather close to home. 
... Vernabelle Mommens was in McGregor, 
Iowa, over the week end to visit a brother 
in the hospital, having been a victim of 
a car accident due to icy roads... . Darlene 
Schulte’s little boy, Ricky, was the guest 
of honor at a dinner given by his grand- 
mother on his first birthday. . . . Avis 
Collar was bridesmaid for her sister, Ellen, 
whose wedding was held in Pawnee City on 
January 3. Avis didn’t have to worry about 
catching the bride’s bouquet, already having 
a Mrs. in front of her name! ... Irby Hal- 
verstadt decided to try the food at a cafe 
he’d been hearing so much about, but he 
reported that he didn’t like the way it 
tasted. Could it be he forgot to take his 
dentures along? Bonnie Bicknell has 
been making frequent trips to Auburn but 
will not divulge the reason. We have our 
suspicions! -There’s no one beaming so 
happily as Henri Goracke since her True 
Love has returned from Seattle, Washing- 
ton. . . . Dave Guthrie and George Keith 
stopped for a fleeting visit recently. , 
Dick McCall is driving a brand new Ford 
which should catch all the girls’ eyes. He 
was in Lincoln over the week end to visit 
his mother who is in St. Elizabeth’s hos- 


AWestern District 


Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
Velma Bock, Correspondent 


Mr. and Mrs. C. J. Crew attended the 
open house of the new office building in 


Lincoln on January 8th. . . . Helen Ader- 
mann, chief operator, treated the girls on 
the occasion of her birthday. . . . Another 


diamond has been added to the traffic de- 
partment. The lucky gal is Shirley Hoins. 


Hastings Area 
Luetta Bacon, Correspondent 

With the holidays over we are all en- 
joying a bit of welcome relaxation. 
Barbara Hoffman has suddenly become 
very left-handed since she is wearing her 
beautiful new diamond ring. Sgt. Clifford 
Halte of Juniata is the lucky man. They 
plan a June wedding... . . Marjorie Henry is 
back after a thirty-day leave. She and her 
husband, who is just back from Korea, 
visited her parents in Wisconsin. ... Sev- 
eral of our people attended the open house in 
Lincoln and from all reports enjoyed same 
very much. A towel shower honoring 
Audrey Ransom was given by Ruth Comp- 
ton. The evening was devoted to fun, laugh- 
ter and, in general, a good time. An _ un- 
expected late arrival was a real live chicken. 
From whence it came, nobody knows—or 
do they?? It seems to be quite a mystery. 
Audrey received many pretty and useful 
gifts. Refreshments were served by the hos- 
tess. . . . Connie McCarty is also wearing 
a new diamond. No date has been set for 
the wedding. 


Hebron Area : 
Mary Wright, Correspondent 

Bob Lemkau is now at home recovering 
from a recent accident which occurred while 
he was trimming trees. Our best wishes to 
you, Bob, for your fast recovery and return 
to work. . . . The Hebron office employees 
received eleven large boxes of candy and 
fruit during the holidays from business men 
in Hebron, Deshler, Chester, Fairbury and 
Carleton. The gifts were very much ap- 
preciated by all employees. . . . Nina Van- 
Osdol recently visited her mother in Be- 
atrice. .. . Anita Williams was recently in 
Omaha with her mother who was a patient 
in the hospital there. She has now returned 
home and we hope is feeling much better. 
. . . Neva Beavers is recovering from an ap- 
pendectomy. Lila Keim is wearing a 
beautiful new diamond since Christmas. 
They are planning a spring wedding. 
The men are happy with the new garage 
and are glad to move the storeroom from 
the tent to the new building. It is a fine 
improvement. 


Stromsburg Area 
Elvera Parks, Correspondent 


On December 23rd a Christmas party was 
held at the Stromsburg Hotel for ail em- 
ployees and their families in this area. The 
Christmas decorations were nice and a de- 
licious ham dinner was enjoyed by all. After 
dinner there was an exchange of gifts, fol- 


Audrey Ransom, Hastings Traffic, happily 
surveys her “loot” at a towel shower given 
by sister employees. 


lowed by a regularly scheduled League 
bowling game in which the telephone team 
played. Wives and friends of the telephone 
team formed a cheering section which helped 
win two out of three games. Following 
bowling, the party gathered at Jim Hatfield’s 
home where the rest of the evening was _ spent 
playing games. Coffee and cookies were 
served later. Since the holiday rush 
is over, everyone here feels relieved. How- 
ever, with no snow on the ground, it really 
didn’t seem like Christmas. But then, 
Mother Nature is making up for the snow 
now. ... “Bill” Barry, combinationman, and 
Burdette Jones, Osceola, finished the tree 
trimming at the Shelby exchange. January 
15th was Burdette’s last day with LT&T, 
having completed the tree trimming and 
spraying program... . A safety first meeting 
was held in Stromsburg January 15th, but 


A casual moment at a holiday dinner given 
for Sutton Area employees. 


due to so much trouble they had to make it 
a short meeting. 


Superior Area 
Betty Jo Peery, Correspondent 

Recent visitors at our office were L. P. 
Young and Houghton Furr of Lincoln; also, 
one of the former operators, Mrs. Arlis Mid- 
dleton (Clarel Wishart) of Salt Lake City, 
Utah. . . . Elaine Fringer and Donna Jep- 
pesen attended open house at the Lincoln 
office, January 8th. Emily Jo Noren, Barbara 
White and Bonnie Jensen also spent the 


day in Lincoln.... We are happy to welcome 
Edith Parsons back after a month of absence 
due to illness... . . Verna Pantier and Donna 


Pittam are both making wedding plans for 
the near future. . . . The Superior traffic 
department was the recipient of the usual 
abundance of chocolates, nuts and flowers 
for this Christmas holiday from our generous 
subscribers. 


York Area 
Beverly Smith, Correspondent 

It seems that almost everyone has stayed 
home close to the fire this month because of 
the cold weather, which probably accounts 
in part for the lack of news. . . . The open 
house at the new building in Lincoln, Jan- 
uary 8th, was attended by Edna Pflughaupt, 
Sterling Nelson, and other members of the 
LT&T clan. Mrs. Pflughaupt, chief operator, 
was especially impressed by the new switch- 
board, and everyone enjoyed the delicious 
lunch. . . . Artis Bowen, traffic department, 
and Cappy Schrader, members of the tele- 
phone company bowling team, hold second 
place in doubles in the Women’s City Bowl- 
ing Tournament. Good work, gals! 
Mrs. Pflughaupt is the proud grandma of a 
baby girl, Patrice Ann. Patrice had the 
distinction of being the first baby to arrive 
in York in 1954. Daddy Jerry, who hasn’t 
as yet seen his new daughter, will be dis- 
charged February 18th from the United 
States Marine Corps. . One of the best 
dressed girls we know, Delores Lubke, is 
proudly wearing a diamond given her by 


Photographer Dick Taedt- 
er recorded the lusty turn- 
out at the Hebron Area’s 
annual gathering in late 
December. 


al 17 fe 


Bud Peterson. As far as we know, no definite 
date has been set for the wedding... . Bo2- 
fore closing we should make some mention of 
Artie Bowesn’s new bocrder. He’s a char- 
treuse parakeet nemed Tiny Tim, who we 
hear is still a’“bird brain” in the speech 
department. 


Kaetherine Cole, 
Associate Editor 


Those “strange men’ wanderinz about 
the office are the auditors. Yes, it is that 
time of the year agsin. Perhaps you are 
wondering whet has happened to old faith- 
ful Tom McVeigh—Tom has been with the 
auditing crew for six years so his absence 
is quite noticeable this year. Tom is in 
Formosa meking a survey of the accounting 
methods of the utilities of the Free Chinese 
Government—<cnd enjoying it. Eunice 
Bailey reports that her son Phil of the 
construction department, now on military 
leave, is continuing his loyalty to the tele- 
phone company. He has called home from 
Georgia approximately every four days for 
a month. Don’t you think such faithfulness 
deserves cut rates? We are so glad 
the north office hasn’t had an epidemic of 
the mumps. Rosilyn Fahleson didn’t feel 
well one morning, went to the doctor at 
noon and he declared she had the mumps. 

Dennis Nelson, six-month-old son of 
Don Nelson, has been in the hospital for 
surgery. We hope he is recuperating Tapidly. 

Larry and Nancy Conneally spent a 
week end in Cozad visiting his mother and 
sister. ... We extend our Sympathy to 
Julia Kastning who was called to Minnesota 
because of death in the family. . . . Walter 
Ross, son of Bob Ross, is now a member of 
the Lincoln Symphony—playing French 
horn. ... Pat Deinert spent a week in 
Pensacola, Florida. She had an interesting 
tour of the Navy Base and was cruising in 
the gulf while we were suffering from sub- 
zero temperatures. Can you picture 
Clara Jones and her crew _ scavenger- 
ing through everything at the city dump in 
search of 15,000 accounting stubs from bills? 
It seems the stubs were cut from the bills 
in the printing service and stacked on top 
of a waste basket. Of course the janitors 
took them along with the other waste paper 
and the garbage man took them to the dump. 
Carl Ahl end Jack Cox (not the girls) went 
to the dump to no avail but the garbage man 
returned to the dump and found the tickets. 
They were returned to the girls of the billing 
room and they had quite a time cleaning 


them up as they were covered with coffee 
grounds, etc. Berthamae Ward was kind 
enough to offer eir-wick end a clothespin 
to Margaret Lucis who had to file them in 
her desk. The girls were very relieved that 


they didn’t have to work night end day 


in order to reproduce the stubs. 


WOW 4 WoRD @ 
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Ruth White, 
Associate Editor 


My, January is a very dull month in the 
way of news for the office except, of course, 
for the few cold, cold days. Joyce Brown 
must be getting homesick for sunny Cali- 
fornia. The day that it was twelve degrees 
below zero Joyce’s bright comment was, 
“Well, it might warm up to zero today!” 

. . Dorothy Gruhn is reverting to her child- 
hood days again—she has the mumps. That 
old flu bug has caught many people, much 
to their regret. Everyone will be thank- 
ful when spring comes end (we hope) the 
flu and colds go out the window. 


» construction 


Shirley Hess, 
Associate Editor 


With a look at the weather one would 
think spring is just around the corner rather 
then six weeks away—’cause thet ground 
hog certainly looked at his shadow. Guess 
we shouldn’t complain too much because we 
haven’t had much winter as yet... . “Babe” 
Combs was really laid up as the result of 
pulling a ligament in his leg the latter part 
of December. He’s getting around now 
without crutches and is helping “Swede” 
Foster... . Kenneth Wurm, egroundman on 
one of our Lincoln crews, came down with 
the mumps and is out of circulation. 

Red Hoaglin has fully recuperated from his 
surgery and is back working on John Hob- 
son’s crew. Uncle Sam called again, 
and this time it’s Dick Litzenberg who 
entered the Army. More new cars are 
buzzing around this department. Guess 
Herman Studier finally talked “Dagwood” 
Hibbert into a Buick, and Cliff Artz is 


The refreshment table 
was one of the features of 
the Employees Open 
House. So were the ladies 
who did the serving. Left 
to right: Shiela Schaback- 
er, Dorothy Gruhn, Doris 
Ulmer and Lois Brauck- 
muller. all members of 
the Lincoln business 
office. 


driving a new Nash. The boys have been 
giving Cliff a bad time for walking to work 
since buying the new automobile. Jim Tice 
end Glen McCown have blossomed out with 
new Chevrolets. 


THATS COMPLICATED 
“aim Sagiageviin 


B. A. femme. 
Associate Editor 


The midyear graduating class at the 
University of Nebraska included L. E. Law- 
son, part-time employee in the drafting 
rcom. Not only did the boy graduate, but 
he was one of thirteen in the entire group 
who graduated “With Distinction.” Con- 
gratulations to you, Lewis. .. . Also among 
those honored was Paul Henson, who re- 
ceived his Master’s degree in engineering. 
Again a deep salaam and hearty congratu- 
lations to you, Paul. . During the month 
the old blue print machine went the way 
of all good flesh and, like the “Old One Hoss 
Shay,” finally passed on. In its place we 
now have a nice new Bruning machine. With 
the passing of the old machine also went the 
old-fashioned blue print. From now on all 
prints will be on white peper and, as of 
now, black on white. The new machine is 
really a swell streamlined job. Seemed 
like old times to have Gary Clifford come 
strolling in around the first of the year. 
Gery is now on a carrier somewhere off 
Jepan. Hurry back, Gary. That wor- 
ried look on Wohlberg’s face is due to 
muinps. Seems thet during his childhood 
Bob was only kissed on one cheek by the 
disease and now that his kiddies are bring- 
ing them home from school he is camping 
out. No doubt by this time next month 
we'll report thet Bob has the mumps... . 
Have you noticed the “new look” in our 
office? Her name ain’t Scarlet, fellers, 
it’s MRS. O’Hara. 


Di 
irectory Sales 
Florence Loder, Associate Editor 
Sorry we missed the last two issues of the 
News. There seemed to be nothing of interest 
to report for the December issue; then, 
your “reporter” was on vacation at the 
time the January issue was written, and as 
ro one volunteered, the news went unpub- 


lished for another month. So to bring you up 
to date, Jim and Ruth Barker have a new 
son, Tommy, born December 7 at Bryan 
Memorial Hospital. He weighed in at about 
seven pounds, but has certainly gained in 
the past two months. ... Your reporter’s 
vacation? It was wonderful. Left Lincoln 
via United Air Lines on December 19 for 
Sen Diego, California, for a long visit with 
the family cnd new grandson Tommy, who 
is certainly a darling. Returned home in 
January, just in time to get full benefit of 
the cold speil of weather. The flight home 
was via the Grend Canyon. It was a beauti- 
fully clear morning, and the view of the 
Canyon from the air was really something 
to remember—a very beautiful spectacle! 
The plane circles the Canyon twice. While 
in California we also visited friends and 
relatives in Los Angeles, La Jolla, and 
Coronado. However, it is good to be home 
again and back at work. 


Mary Ormand, 


Associate Editor 


We are glad to be back on the job again 
after our trip. . Only one vacationer in 
our midst at this time—Ruth Foster, who 
spent the time at home... . We are sorry 
to hear of the illness of Mrs. Anna Finne- 
gan, mother of Georgia Smith... . Edith 
Hughes believes in being on time for work. 
She arrived bright and chipper one morn- 
ing at 4:30 A.M.—much to her chagrin! 
Her clock was wrong. June Werner is 
the happy owner of a new diamond... . 
Della Wilcox is at the hospital, recovering 
from minor surgery. ... Sherold Drake has 
new twin brothers, Kevin and Kirby, born 
on Jan. 10. Melba Richards is grate- 
ful to have successfully retrieved her set 
of keys which she threw into the incinera- 
tor chute by mistake one morning. If you 
happened to be in her apartment building 
then, you would have seen a figure dashing 
down three flights of stairs—pell-mell—to 
the basement and frantically poking around 
in the incinerator with the kitchen prongs 
—to get the prized keys. Arlene Fitz- 
patrick couldn’t see why the Glendale num- 
ber she was dialing, while in Omaha re- 
cently, didn’t answer—when she just knew 
the party was home. You only dial the 
first two letters of the prefix when in 
Omaha, Arlene, not three! ... Wilma Drake 
does things up quickly—all in one day she 
washed, baked cookies, and had a new son— 
Dec. 15! 


general plat 


J. S. Reed 


: — Associate Editor 


Mina V. Jorgensen was installed as con- 
ductress of Electa Chapter No. 8, O. E. S., 
on January 16. Congratulations, Mina, and 
may you have a happy year! William 
Hassler was a welcome visitor in the plant 
office on January 22. Bill was just letting 
us know he was in good spirits! 


boundary lines of Polk County, is en- 
tirely served from dial exchanges, 
which accounts for its personnel group 
: being smaller in number than for most 
a: | Reger ee areas. All its members are shown on 
| this page. Dial exchanges are located at 


Stromsburg, Osceola, Polk and Shelby. 


Pictured at left, top to bottom: (1) Marvin 
Pilfold, checking batteries at Shelby dial 
office. (2) Elvera Parks, cashier at Osceola. 
(3) Edith Mattson, cashier at the Stromsburg 
exchange. Below, upper picture: William P. 
“Bill” Barry, making an adjustment at the 
Shelby exchange. Lower picture: Clyde S. 
Whittington, car inspector, supply depart- 
ment, was in Stromsburg in line of duty, 
tuning up the area’s motor vehicles. In the 
panel at right, top to bottom: (1) Area Man- 
ager Ralph Wait, at his desk, telling a hunting 
tale to general office visitors; Houghton 
Furr, lefi and Walter F. Roberts, right. 
(2) End of the day for Jim Hatfield, Stroms- 
burg, as he fills out his time report. (3) Al 
Andres selecting materials from the Stroms- 
burg storeroom. (4) L. C. “Smick”’ Williams, 
veteran of Stromsburg Plant, doing a bit of 
routine in the equipment room. 


This area, which closely follows the 
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Chris Lyberis, Lincoln Plant, has 
all his marbles. He had a couple 
too many one forenoon when one of 
the switchroom boys dropped a pair 
of agates in his coffee cup. Chris 
thought they were lumps of sugar 
and almost lost his stirring arm 
trying to get them to dissolve. 


Walter Roberts, personnel director, 
is trying to cut down on his coffee 
drinking but has no luck at all 
reducing his consumption of cream. 
The other day he came. down the 
cafeteria line firmly refusing to 
order his usual cup of coffee, 
taking instead a glass of water; 
but when he passed the cream dis- 
penser the habit was too strong. 
He carefully placed his water glass 
under the spigot and pumped it to 
the brim with cream. 
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Jaywalker Bill Schuman stops traffic 
every morning as he darts between the 
honking cars on busy N_ Street on his 
errand to get fresh doughnuts for the 
Lincoln cafeteria. But he was’ stopped 
in his tracks the other day by the 
blaring voice of the police loud speak- 
er car’. Bill insists it was the first 
time he was ever scared in making the 
precarious journey. 


Set THERES SOME SMOKE ON 


BUSINESS OFFICE, 
MISS HALL SPEAKING, 
MAY | HELP YOu ? 


| MUST BE GETTING 
OLD- THIS OLD TRICK 
SEEMS HWFULLY 
LONG TONIGHT 


Congratulations to eager Clyde Higgins, 
who reported to work a full hour early on 
his four-to-midnight trick at the Lincoln 
toll test board. Clyde had made a mistake 
in setting his watch the night before and 
his companions on the board were of no 
assistance in correcting the error. 


W/ 


S| THE HORIZON mayee d } DONT CARE 
THERE'S f SETTLEMENT GO- JUST SO WE 
OVER YONDER 


CAN FIND SOME 
FOOD, 1M 
STARVING: 


Most humiliating event for an area man- 
ager igs to become lost in his own area, 
especially in the presence of his dis- 
trict manager. So Lioyd Oglesby, Auburn 
A.M., should have been more’ cautious 
than to volunteer to drive Skipper 
Burge from Peru to Brownville over a 
hazily remembered river road. The trail 
blazers left at mid-morning and reached 
Brownville at 3:30 pom. after being 
lost for hours. 


- — = EEN) u 


eo 
3 we 


Ruth Hall, Lincoln business 
office, had spent most of 
the morning answering tele- 
phone requests when she 
spied a lady waiting at the 
counter. Ruth dashed over 
to offer her services, but 
the sudden change from tele- 
phone customers to a live 
one threw her for a momen- 
tary loss. Before she knew 
it she had given her best 
telephone greeting to the 
counter customer. 


) ! ; 
We are forced to admire the initiative 


of Alvina Miller, Accounting, who 
fixes things about the house. Chal- 
lenged by a leaky faucet, in her most 
recent exploit, she tore it apart 
without bothering to turn off the main 
valve. She had a bit. of trouble in 
changing the rubber gasket, and by the 
time she had reassembled the faucet, 
water was cascading down the hall 
stair. 


THIS 15 EMBARRASSING 
BUT MY CAR WON'T START. 
CAN | RIDE DOWN 
WITH YOu ? 


MINE'LL START ON 
THE FIRST TURN. 


Dewey Nelsen and Bob Ross, Accounting, 
are constantly bickering over the merits 
of their respective automobiles. During 
the sub-zero snap, both men went out be- 
fore breakfast to start their cars and 
Bob succeeded with the last groan of the 
starter. He warmed up the motor, re- 
closed the garage doors am returned to 
the house just in time to meet a dis- 
consolate Nelsen begging a ride. Bob 
didn't confess that his motor was pre- 
heated, and when it began to purr with 
the first flick of the starter Dewey 
promptly made a dazzling offer to trade 
cars there and then. 


SURE-SURE- COME IN. 
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BIG STORIES OF THE YEA 


THE RATE ADJUSTMENT. In August the Nebraska State Railway 
Commission granted LT&T a new schedule of rates, which helped 
mightily in bringing the story of the year to a happy conclusion. 
In the wake of the rate increase came busy days for many folk 
throughout the organization. Here, a group of accounting em- 
ployees are changing each subscriber’s record card to conform 
to the new service rates. The computing of fractional charges was 
also necessary, for both old and new rates applied to the first 
month’s rental under the new schedule. 


ttt 


What did it have in store for 
our company; its subscribers 
and employees? 
Now that final figures are 
available, it is apparent that 
1953 continued the upward 
trend in all phases of the com- 
pany ’s activities which com- 
menced in 1946. New highs 
were reached in Operating Revenues; Operating Ex- 
penses; Financing and Plant Investment. The total num- 
ber of employees increased; more telephones were in 
service, with more construction and further improvements 
made in telephone service. 
OPERATING REVENUES were $8,686,640. Nearly 10 
per cent above the 1952 figure. The increase was largely 
the result of the adjustment in service rates authorized 
by the State Railway Commission and put into effect 
August 6. 
OPERATING EXPENSES rose to $7,540,970; approxi- 
mately nine per cent increase over the year before. Both 
wages and maintenance costs were higher in 1953, and 
were the major factors in the spiraling expense items. 
TAXES were up $30,000 to reach a total of $1,186,100. 
Even so, we welcome the slight but apparent levelinz-off 
trend in our ever increasing burden of local, state and 
federal taxes. 
PLANT INVESTMENT of $29,398,642 reflected addi- 
tions to plant of $1,834,410 last year. Behind your job, 
and that of every employee, is an average investment in 
plant and equipment amounting to $20,000! 
TELEPHONES IN SERVICE numbered 113,504 at 
year's end, representing a growth of 2,214 telephones. 


Ve hope to do better in 1954. 


for the year 


LINCOLN TOLL CUTOVER. Our longest step in the march of 
progress was taken December 12 when the long distance board and 
inter-toll switching equipment at Lincoln’s new 15th and M 
building were initiated into service. Thus it became possible for 
long distance operators of our territory to dial calls directly to 
more than 17 million of the nation’s 50 million telephones. Months 
of careful planning and preparation were rewarded as the cutover 
progressed smoothly through the six-hour succession of steps 


required for its completion. 


TELEPHONE RATES took an upward turn in August; 
otherwise the story of 1953 would not have a happy end- 
ing. The new rate schedule increased monthly rentals 
from 25 to 65 cents on residence service; from 25 to 60 
cents on rural service; and from 35 cents to $2.65 on busi- 
ness telephones. It was the first rate increase our company 
has had since 1949. 
1470 EMPLOYEES were on the payroll at the end of the 
year, a sizable increase in number over 1952. LT&T has 
every reason to be proud of its employees, of their stand- 
ing in the community and of their efforts on the job of 
providing friendly, dependable telephone service to their 
neighbors. 
WAGES climbed to the all-time high mark of $4,628,399, 
which represents by far the largest single item of expendi- 
tures. The figure was $289,247 higher than for the previ- 
ous year. A new schedule of wages went into effect 
December 6. 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR PROMOTION are at the com- 
mand of every employee. During 1953, 151 jobs of higher 
classification were filled by those stepping up within the 
e continuation and expan- 
sion of training programs designed to aid employees in 
moving ahead. 
EMPLOYEE BENEFIT PAYMENTS were higher for 
1953. There were more sickness cases, more death bene- 
fits; but only 13 accidents involving expenses and bene- 
fits as compared to 22 for 1952. Disability pensions were 
also lower for the year just past. 
PENSION ACCRUALS AND PAYMENTS followed 
the trend of many years by climbing slightly in 1953. 
The accrual account is subject to constant study. A proper 
sum must be laid aside today to meet pension payments 
of tomorrow. Pension accruals for 1953 amounted to 


$439,948. 
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Public paystations moved 
the first of these innovations at a Lincoln drive-in restaurant. 
The several outdoor booths installed during the year met favor 
with the public and noctural travelers and have become a depend- 
able source of added revenue. 


Training programs to acquaint plant men with the new equip- 
ment being installed in the 15th & M building were under way 
at Lincoln. This training class, conducted by Paul Henson, engi- 
neering department, is reviewing the radical departures from 
customary practices which were to be encountered in the toll 
board, inter-toll switch trains, etc. 
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A month of activity for members of the Frank H. Woods Pio- 
neer Chapter. The annual Ladies’ Night was held March 14 at 
Lincoln. Later in the month a hobby show and luncheon were 
sponsored jointly with the Casper E. Yost Chapter of Northwestern 
Bell as features of the state telephone convention. 


Lincoln’s 5-Exchange was cut over to its new equipment in 
the 15th & M building on the night of April 18. The elapsed time, 
from beginning to end of the conversion process, was less than 
one minute. First of our five digit dial exchanges, the “’“L-Office” 
or 5-Exchange came into being in April 1911. 
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On May 9 a tornado came out of the darkness to bring 
disaster to the city of Hebron. Telephone men were routed from 
their beds to converge on the stricken city before daybreak to 
begin the task of restoring the vital links of communication. The 
telephone central office miraculously escaped serious damage 
from the storm. 


See 


Beatrice and Fairbury were connected with the national 
dialing network at Omaha and began direct dialing of toll calls 
from coast to coast. Pictured above is one of the training classes 
for LD operators to introduce system codes, audible signals and 
route selections. 


1953 continued 


a 
Ro hie statics 
Be eae 


lq OPEN HOUSE STILL 
| DRAWING CROWDS 
TO LINCOLN'S NEW 
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eat ane bebe eat cpg are called the Oregon Plan, was A motion picture, ‘Milestones of Service,” was being pro- 

lone diktance cat si ou 4 &T-land. The method is used on duced from views and activities throughout the breadth of the 

Ssddeal cae “ig e called party cannot be reached territory. The film depicts the history and progress of LT&T and [57H Se M BUILDING 
rought a measurable reduction in time and is designed to be used as part of the fiftieth anniversary observ- 


effort required for their completion. ance of our company during 1954 


(1) The College View Lions Club and guests 
assemble in the power room. (2) Elaine 
Hawkins, at right, demonstrates course of toll 
call to members of the Master Barbers group. 
(3) Head table at the Lions Club dinner, Feb- 
ruary 11. Left to right, I. J. Devoe, general 
auditor; Robin R. Reid, Lions Club secretary; 
H. W. Potter, secretary-treasurer; M. M. Hale, 
vice president; T. C. Woods, president; H. R. 
Walt, Lions Club president; and K. L. Law- 
son, general commercial superintendent. (4) 
Knights of Pythias in a night visit. That’s 
Bert Huddleston, former general shop fore- 
man, at far left. (5) Roger Ghormley at the 
automatic switching demonstration board. He 
brought his own “81 Club” for a visit on 
February 26. (6) Jean Baker, acting as hostess 
at the night refreshment table. (7) Here is 
the Ad Club lineup in the power room on 
February 9. (8) M. M. Hale addressing one 
of the groups of business men who toured 
the building February 17 and 18. (9) Largest 
group of the month was the Rotary Ciub, 
shown at their noon meal. (10) L. G. “Pep” 
Sie j | Saunders shows his "Java and Sinker Club” 
ce at —— the mysteries of the Time-Of-Day machine. 
(11) A Scottish Rite group hears Bill Huddles- 
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A record-smashing crowd of 1,206 attend 


ed the Employees’ Lincoln’s new information board and company’s dial PABX 


F aged Lise at eave Beach, Lincoln, on August 8. Attendance system were brought into service during the month. The smooth nts a Dee eacais ca bene 
a ; event as been growing Steadily for several years, functioning information board, shown here, is of the call distribut- ary 19. (13) Visitors of February 4 were mem- 
and perfect ee weather brought out the unexpected number ing type with preference answering or acceptance to local informa- bers of the Sertoma Club. (14) Guests from 
who literally “licked the platter clean” at the supper table. tion, toll information, or intercepting calls. the Women’s Division, Chamber of Commerce, 


with guides Caldwell and Brendle, in the 
operating room. (15) Bedric Wanek, in right 
foreground, guides a group from the north- 
east suburbs past the toll test board. 
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Big news of the month was made by the construction depart- 


ment, as a huge composite cable was threaded into a new conduit The toll cutover stole the show in a month of many activities. 
system from Lincoln’s 15th & M to 6-Exchange buildings. The The intricate steps of the cutover process were performed with 
cable contained video channels for Ty transmission and presented military precision. This team of equipment specialists were on duty 
entirely new problems of splicing and construction. at the 15th and M building during the progress of the conversion. 
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In the Independent corner in the Fight of the Century: Some who 
are well remembered: (1) C. G. Garlow, Columbus; (2) George J. 
Woods; (3) Raymond E. Mattison; (4) Ben Miller, Crete; (5) Mark W. 
Woods; (6) Mark T. Caster; (7) Harry Caman; (8) T, H. “Bert” Pol- 


lock, Plattsmouth; (9) Chris Clem, Beaver Crossing; (10) W. E. Bell, 
York; (11) Jack Ramey, York; (12) O. M. Ruby; (13) W. Daubendick, 
DeWitt; (14) George Becker, Pawnee City: (15) Leonard E. Hurtz: 
(16) Frank H. Woods. Pictured at Independent telephone conven- 
tion, January 1907. 


War With the Bell 


The part played by the Lincoln Telephone Company and other 
Nebraska Independents in the long and costly struggle with the 
Nebraska (Bell) Telephone Company. This chapter closes on the 
events that marked the turn of battle and the coming of peace and 


co-operation. 


The first dozen years of the twentieth century are filled 
with tales of achievement and adventure. They were years 
of tremendous telephone expansion and intense bitterness. 
In them the Independent industry developed its sinews and 
spirit and came to grips with a mighty opponent. 

Out of this long contest for survival emerged great 
ideas and great men. For it took great men to stand, at first, 
against their brethren in arms to proclaim that the salva- 
tion of the industry could only come with peace and 
cooperation. 

But first must come the story of the war itself. 

For several years Nebraska lagged behind the national 
average in the establishment of Independent exchanges, 
but once the trend was set into motion the state became 
a hotbed of the movement. 

People from many walks of life entered the telephone 
business. There were bankers, farmers, merchants, specu- 
lators, public-spirited citizens, tradesmen, and innumerable 
other classifications. They were impelled by various motives. 
One was the lack of rural communications. It has been 
told in this history that the Bell organization had taken 
little interest in the development of this field. Farmers in 
many communities banded together to build their own 
telephone plant. Sometimes, in their enthusiasm, they 
expanded beyond their original project to establish connec- 
tions with neighboring towns or other rural telephone 
groups. Merchants in small towns realized the value of the 
telephone and enlisted fellow townspeople in the venture 
of setting up their own exchange. There were others moti- 
vated by the belief that telephone promotion was a money- 
making opportunity and they would soon realize a large 
return on their investment. 

Not only were Independent companies established in 
places where the telephone had never reached; often they 
sprang up in direct competition with an existing Bell 
exchange, as was the case in Lincoln. 

Access was gained to most towns by the same procedure. 


The first step was to obtain a franchise from the city 
council, usually in the face of violent objection from local 
Bell interests who were there to oppose them. And always 
the next order of business was to stir up sentiment among 
the townspeople. The Independents denounced Big Business 
and monopoly. They promised to lower rates. They claimed 
the Bell organization was sucking the blood of the nation. 
Mass meetings were held in the town hall. In rural com- 
munities the farmers would pack the schoolhouses. 

In vain did the Bell representatives present the argu- 
ment that it was costly to the public for two companies to 
operate in the same area. Franchises were obtained by one 
means or another and inevitably when two companies were 
permitted to operate in one town the result was competitive 
warfare. 

The Nebraska Telephone Company was alarmed at the 
rapid birth and growth of its numerous competitors, but at 
first seemed content to attempt meeting the threat by 
expanding their rural plant, improving service, increasing 
advertising and reducing rates. 

These methods were insufficient. The Independents 
multiplied and waxed stronger. They began to present a 
united front and wield a powerful influence through the 
Nebraska Independent Telephone Association. This organi- 
zation guided the strategy of its individual members, spread 
propaganda and advertised its cause. It performed a valu- 
able service in preventing the passage of many acts of 
undesirable legislation by local and state lawmaking bodies. 

Interlaced with the Nebraska Independent Telephone 
Association was the Nebraska Traffic Association, organized 
in 1905 to build up and propagate toll business between 
Independent companies to combat the near monopoly in 
long distance connections then enjoyed by the Bell. Ray- 
mond E. Mattison served for several years as secretary for 
both organizations. Through the impetus of these kindred 
associations the Independent toll network in Nebraska 
developed at amazing speed. 
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Nebraska (Bell) Telephone Managers, February 1906: (1) George 


T. Sprecher; (2) A. G. Storrs; (3) H. Vance Lane, manager at Omaha; 
(4) Casper E. Yost, Nebraska Bell president; (5) W. B. T. Belt; 
(6) G. H. Pratt; (7) A. Rogers; (8) Lloyd B. Wilson; (9) Lee Huff; 


WAR Continued 


It was through the unparalleled growth of the Inde- 
pendents that their first weakness appeared. Unknown to 
them were facts peculiar to the telephone business: that 
the cost of service per telephone increases with the number 
of subscribers to an exchange; that the number of calls per 
telephone increases with the size of an exchange; and that 
additional equipment required to facilitate this growth in 
size and usage becomes more complicated and costly with 
each additional subscriber. 

This general lack of experience and knowledge in the 
science of telephony was a serious handicap to the officers 
of nearly every Independent company. Some of them, in 
the first flush of apparent large returns, paid big divi- 
dends to their stockholders and were soon to find themselves 
in serious financial trouble as the problems of increased 
maintenance and depreciation made themselves felt. There 
was hardly an Independent company, after two or three 
years of operation, that did not find it necessary to increase 
rates or solicit additional capital. 

The Independent long distance network was greatly 
reduced in value through its inability to reach Omaha, 
where franchise petitions had been successfully blocked for 
several years. The convention of Independent telephone 
men, in January 1906, brought the matter to a head by 
passing a unanimous resolution declaring a trade boycott 
in the name of its 8,000 stockholders, most of whom were 
business men. The Omaha local elections of the spring of 
1906 were fought on the issue of whether a franchise should 
be granted to permit the entrance of an Independent tele- 
phone company, the Democrats supporting the proposal. 
Upshot of the election was that all but one of the Demo- 
cratic candidates for the city council were seated and the 
franchise was granted, subject to the vote of the people 
in the fall elections. 

During the heated campaign both factions filled the 
newspapers with advertisements and the Independents won 
their franchise by a resounding endorsement of the voters. 
A new telephone system of the automatic type was built 
and placed into operation with 8,000 initial subscribers. 

But here was one of the Bell’s great victories. After a 
short, precarious existence the Omaha Independent Com- 
pany was forced into receivership, the money-panic of 
1907 having much to do with its failure to secure funds 
for its survival. Some of the equipment and instruments 
of the Omaha company were purchased and used by LT&T. 
From them came the small two-wire dial telephones which 
were first introduced into the south office area. 
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(10) L. B. Stiner; (11) Harry W. Wheeler, later LT&T construction 
superintendent; (12) A. S. Romano; (13) J. Musselman; (14) A. P. Fair; 
(15) Sherman G. Knee; (16) P, H. Patton; (17) Neil W. Thompson, man- 
ager at Lincoln; (18) W. H. Patmore; (19) R. J. Dean; (20) W. H. Dean. 
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Meanwhile the war in Lincoln was rising in crescendo. 
The announcement of the Automatic company in December 
1906 of its intention to increase rates for local service drew 
immediate fire from its competitor. It had a difficult task 
in answering the numerous accusations and the smile of 
public favor rapidly disappeared. Frank H. Woods appeared 
before the city council with an offer to open the books 
of the company for their inspection to prove that the 
increase was necessary if the present grade of service was 
to be maintained. 


Mayor Brown was indisposed to take action. He stated 
that as long as the Lincoln company acted within its fran- 
chise the council had no authority to interfere. The 
ordinance gave the company the right to raise rates as 
they proposed. 


President Woods then appealed to the Lincoln Com- 
mercial Club, where a resolution was passed authorizing 
the appointment of a committee to examine the financial 
condition of the company and report whether the proposed 
rate adjustment was justified. One week after its appoint- 
ment the committee had completed the inquiry and made 
its report, the text of which was printed in local newspapers. 
The committee considered it necessary and prudent for the 
company to provide a fund for depreciation at an estimated 
seven per cent, and the new rates would bring revenues 
to an approximate basis to provide such fund. 

The Bell company answered this action by denouncing 
the examination of the books as a farce audit made in a 
few days, whereas expert telephone auditors would not 
have been able to complete such a task in as many weeks. 
Suppose the published statement was correct. Would not 
the Automatic company be compelled to raise rates again 
and again? What then?—questioned the Bell people. 

Nonetheless the audit satisfied most Lincoln residents, 
although the effect of the rate squabble was such that the 
Independent company lost 20 per cent of its subscribers. 
Most of them were captured by the Bell exchange which 
had reduced its rates by 50 cents per month at the beginning 
of the rate controversy. 

Competition may have benefited the public through 
temporary reduction in rates but it left its mark on the 
financial statements of companies involved. The experience 
of the Bell in Lincoln from 1905 to 1911 placed the average 
cost for operation and maintenance per station at $21.35 per 
year as opposed to an average revenue of $20.88 per station. 
Before the coming of the competitive exchange in 1904, 
the Lincoln Bell’s average revenue per station had been 
$30.00 per year. Yet the exchange, at that time, served 
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This view of the Lincoln Bell 
office was taken shortly after its 
erection in 1896. The camera stood 
on the present site of Miller and 
Paine department store. 


Bell men of the late ‘nineties. In the 
fashion of the day, the linemen posed 
for their pictures while assembled peri- 
lously on a single telephone pole. Wil- 
liam Cunningham is driver of the 


More Lincoln Bell personnel. This was a construc- 
tion crew and rig of the year 1910. Tom Jones, fore- 
man, stands on the sidewalk behind the driver. In 
the background is the central office building, 


Operators in the lounge of the Lincoln Bell exchange. Left 
to right: Agnes Scouller, chief; unidentified; Nellie Hartley and 
Ruth Hill, assistant chiefs; and Matilda Welch. The picture was 
taken in about 1911. 


In the “construction shanty’’ adjoining the 
old Bell office of South 13th street, Lincoln, 
we find William Cunningham and A. W. 
“Pinch” Devereaux making plans for battle. 
The vear was 1906. Mr. Cunningham later 


appear in Lincoln in 1905. Left to right: Bill Mathews, Kerr 
McCain, A. M. Roberts, Charlie Connor, wire chief, E, S. “Ned” 
Fisher, Joe Miller and Roy Walker. 


joined LT&T and was city foreman for many 


years, 


carriage at left. 


WAR Continued 


less than 3,000 subscribers. By 1911 the number had grown 
to 5,681, but instead of rates increasing, as was logical, they 
had been reduced one third. 

Despite the intensity of feeling that prevailed between 
the rival telephone companies, the battle was remarkably 
free from vandalism and destruction of each other’s proper- 
ties. There were actually a few working agreements 
between the companies. They were particularly careful 
during the later years not to hire employees from the other 
company without its full knowledge and consent. 

The bitterness permeated through the personnel of 
both organizations and undoubtedly reached its height 
among the outside forces who frequently came in contact 
with their rivals while working about the city. Often the 
construction rigs passed each other in stony silence; some- 
times with hoots and jeers, and there were numerous 
incidents when the men backed up their loyalty to the 
company of their choice by flailing fists. 

It must be remembered that while each Independent 
company could concentrate on its struggle with its local 
Bell exchange, the skirmishes of the Nebraska Telephone 
Company were innumerable. In nearly every battle it 
was aligned against a company that was locally owned 
and cast in the role of a “favorite son.” 

A red hot war was fought at Fairbury where the local 
telephone company had induced most of the merchants to 
use its service. Apparently some pressure was being exerted 
upon them to install Bell telephones and a big mass meeting 
was held in which the businessmen indulged in name 
ealling and charges of coercion. 

Failing in his efforts to have Bell telephones installed 
by the merchants, the local manager rented a store building 
and put in a stock of groceries which he said would be sold 
at cost until the businessmen saw the light. The experience 
was a costly one for both sides and was later abandoned 
when it failed to achieve its purpose. 

The Independent company came to Tecumseh on invita- 
tion from the citizens who were dissatisfied with their 
ancient Bell magneto exchange, which had failed to 
expand its plant and would give no individual service. 
The new company installed a common battery exchange and 
used the latest type of equipment. The residents were 
elated and before long the Independents had most of the 
subscribers. Soon the Bell rebuilt its exchange entirely 
and undercut the rates of the invader by offering service 
at 50 cents per month. 

With this announcement the people discarded the 
Independent telephones and resubscribed for the Bell, leav- 


ing the former with but a handful of customers. Now the 
Independents retaliated by offering to install their tele- 
phones at no monthly charge, but that its subscribers would 
be billed at the rate of one cent per call. This innovation 
brought plenty of customers but little revenue. Some of 
the monthly bills were so small that it did not pay to send 
a penny post card informing the subscriber of the charges. 

In March 1907 the legislature had passed an act creating 
the Railway Commission and defining its duties, but many 
Independent companies had paid little attention to the act 
and were not acquainted with the Commission’s powers or 
purposes. But now the Tecumseh Bell manager filed a 
complaint with the Commission charging that unfair rates 
were being used. In the process of the suit the officers of 
the Independent company were hailed into court for viola- 
tion of the statute forbidding telephone companies to 
change rates without approval of the Commission. Violators 
were subject to a maximum fine of $5,000. The Independent 
officers pleaded “guilty” and a fine of $100 was assessed 
against them, the judge taking into consideration the fact 
that utility regulation was comparatively new and had 
not previously been enforced. 

Apparently resenting the arrest of the Independent 
officials, the people of Tecumseh removed their Bell tele- 
phones en masse and replaced them with those of the Inde- 
pendents and before long the young company was again the 
dominant one. Thereafter the Railway Commission pre- 
scribed the rates for both companies. 

Bitter battles were waged at Beatrice and Hastings. 
In the latter city an up-to-date automatic system was put 
into operation in 1905. The management soon began to 
receive complaints from its subscribers. Someone had cut 
down drops, tampered with the telephones and bells, and 
severed receiver cords. Subscribers were called at all hours 
by persons who refused to answer. The local newspaper 
stated that all evidence indicated that whoever meddled 
with the service was one familiar with the mechanism of 
a telephone as he was able to do the damage in such a 
manner that it would not be discerned by the unpracticed 
eye. The villain was never apprehended. 

In early times the Independents of Nebraska were 
anxious to force the Bell to give them connections with the 
latter’s toll line system and had urged the passage of laws 
with that requirement. They did succeed in getting such 
a measure introduced before the legislature while being 
vigorously opposed by Bell interests. The bill carried 
through the House but was defeated in the Senate by 
one vote. 

A couple of years later the attitude of the Independents 
had completely changed. Their toll system had grown and 
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WAR Continued 


they were able to compete more favorably with the Bell. 
At the 30th session of the legislature in 1907 there was a 
bill pending in the Senate that would put all telephone 
companies under control of the State Railway Commission 
and compel them to connect their lines at convenient inter- 
secting points. Now it was the Independents who fought 
to prevent toll consolidation, and such was their fervor 
and influence that Senator Epperson, who had introduced 
the bill, decided to amend that portion of it. The balance 
of the bill remained as before with neither faction making 
serious objection, and the bill was passed by both Houses. 

Public sentiment has long been increasing against the 
power of the “trusts” and moneyed interests of the east. 
During the presidential terms of Theodore Roosevelt and 
William Howard Taft the government took a firm stand 
against the centralization of power in various industries and 
several anti-trust suits were brought against the Bell inter- 
ests, charging an attempt to gain control of the national tele- 
phone and telegraph systems. Also under attack were the 
loose regulations governing formation of corporations. It will 
be remembered that the Lincoln Telephone Company was 
created in the fashion of its day and that the original bond- 
holders were attracted to the investment by a stock bonus 
given with each bond subscription. 

Now a new phrase—“Watered Stock”—was introduced 
into the language. It rose up as a bugaboo to most corpora- 
tions. The local Bell officials were quick to call the attention 
of the public to this phase of our financing program. By 
1908 much of this stock could be represented by plant in 
service, but there was no defense against the published 
advertisements of the Bell that such a bonus had been given. 

In January 1909, Frank H. Woods dropped a bombshell 
into the Bell’s propaganda machine by announcing that 
the Lincoln Telephone Company had been reorganized as 
the Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company; that it had 
gained a large toll network by merger with the Western 
Telephone Company; and that every cent of “watered stock” 
had been squeezed from the financial structure of the new 
organization. This proved to be true. The bonds of the 
Lincoln Telephone Company had been exchanged for those 
of the new corporation at par value, but the stock had 
been exchanged on the basis of 50 cents on the dollar. Not 
one cent of dividends had ever been paid on the stock of 
the Lincoln company. 

The accumulation of the Western Company properties 
was a master stroke. Through it the company became owner 
of the largest and best toll line connections in the territory 
and took its place in the national scene as one of the 
strongest of the Independents. 
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A complete change was made in the operating structure 
of the company and the several departments were set up 
in much the same manner as they remain today. A new 
two-story addition was erected to the rear of the original 
building and a 12-position Dean switchboard installed to 
meet the requirements of the growing plant and its long 
distance system. 

Came the year 1910. The Bell had won some of their 
battles and lost others. But even in defeat they seldom 
abandoned the field to the Independent forces, and many of 
the companies were sick of the intense competition. Now 
came an attack of an unexpected nature. 

The Independents woke one morning to learn that the 
controlling interest in the large and strategically located 
Independent exchanges at Nebraska City, Plattsmouth and 
Papillion had been sold. The news was broken prematurely 
by the alert editor of the Plattsmouth Journal who an- 
nounced that the control of the Plattsmouth company had 
recently passed from local hands into those of “eastern 
capitalists.” 

A great hue and cry was raised among the Independ- 
ents, who charged that the “eastern capitalists” could be 
none other than that dreaded rival, the Nebraska Bell. 
President Casper E. Yost of the Nebraska Telephone Com- 
pany did not hesitate to admit that “interests friendly to his 
company” had bought control of the exchanges and that he 
proposed to give Omaha subscribers the benefit of con- 
nection with them. “We are sorry,” he said, “that our 
friends of the Independent companies, some of them, are 
not as happy as they should be, but we cannot be expected 
to spend our time doing things to increase their happiness.” 

Frank H. Woods was then president of the National 
Independent Telephone Association and added the weight 
of that office to the state association’s appeal to Attorney 
General W. T. Thompson of Nebraska. That gentleman was 
readily convinced that the state’s anti-trust laws had been 
violated and personally appeared as plaintiff in an order 
granted by the Supreme Court restraining the Bell company 
from taking over control of the companies or connecting 
with them. 

In the bitter lawsuit that followed, neither side gained 
their wants. The Independents were unable to force the 
annulment of the purchase and the Bell was never able to 
assume control of the companies. 

Mr. Yost gave an indication of the growing problems 
of the Bell in Nebraska when he said, “I realize that we 
were taking some chances from a legal standpoint in making 
these purchases and if we lose out I shall be subject to 
censure, but it seems to me we had better take some chances 
and lose than to permit our opponents to have things their 
own Way.” 
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OUR COVER 


TOW comes the time of year when 
the company takes stock of its past 
performance, its state of health, wealth 
and progress, in order to make plans for 
the future. The information for this 
annual scrutiny comes from various 
sources, but most of it is gathered from 
the massive records of the accounting 
department. Our cover picture shows 
Bruce J. Sievers, assistant general audi- 
tor, at left, and Richard H. Spohn, dis- 
bursement accountant, at right, gleaning 
the figures used in the Annual Report 
to Employees from the accounts of the 
past year. The report may be found on 
pages two, three and four of this issue 
of the News. 


Big Battle for Bowling Crown 
YOMING into the home stretch the 


Lincoln bowlers are getting down to 
serious business in league competition. 
Neck and neck in the race, the Outside 
Service and General Commercial teams 
are leading the array of eight teams, be- 
ing closely pressed by Inside Service 
and Accounting. It is still anyone’s 
trophy. Howard Spahnle, as usual, 
leads in the individual standings and has 
rolled the high three-game series of 
598. Lambert Eitel’s big game of 241 
still stands as high for a single effort. 


The class in local and toll automatic switching equipment holds forth on Tuesday eve- 
nings. Al Ager, at left, is the instructor. 


STUDENTS FLOCK TO 
VOCATIONAL EVENING CLASSES 


RY as they will, telephone men in 

general have a hard time keeping 
abreast of the rapid developments in the 
industry. To aid them in their efforts, 
a series of four voluntary evening classes 
were begun in early February, and em- 
ployees were invited to attend those of 
their choice. The classes were set up on 
a basis of 20 hours instruction over a 
period of ten weeks. A total enrollment 
of more than a hundred indicates the 
high interest with which they have been 
received. The classes are held at the 
15 & M building on Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday evenings of each 
week. 

The Monday class, with Roger 
Ghormley as instructor, covers PBX and 
PABX equipment and circuits, and has 
an enrollment of 30. On Tuesdays Al 
Ager leads a class in local and toll auto- 
matic switching equipment. There are 
42 employees in this group. The Thurs- 


day class has O. G. Hoffman as in- 
structor. Its curriculum extends through 
dial toll signaling and switching, carri- 
ers, repeaters and transmission stand- 
ards. This class has 15 members. On 
Fridays A. L. Reed leads a group of 30 
in discussion of telephone fundamentals. 


The response of employees to this 
opportunity for furthering their knowl- 
edge of telephony is gratifying to the 
personnel department, where the plan 
originated. The heavy enrollment is 
especially surprising. From the South- 
ern District alone, F. J. Fisher, Don 
Gilmore, C. W. Heikes, Al Parde, 
Archie Stansbury, J. E. Turner and 
E. L. Wheatcraft have been making 
regular pilgrimages to the classes. Mr. 
Fisher attends three of the sessions 
while most of the others drive in at 
least twice a week. 

wo of the clases are shown here. 
The others will be pictured in future 
issues of the News. 
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Roger Ghormley, at left, has fine attendance in his class on PBX and PABX circuits and 
equipment. The group meets each Monday evening. 
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JOURNEY’S END 


Mrs. Liza Halverstadt, mother of I. W. 
Halverstadt, Tecumseh plant department, 
passed away January 17. Funeral services 


were held at Elk Creek. 
Henry Schaeffer, father of Arline Cline, 


Fairtury commercial department, passed 
away February 18. Funeral services were 
held at the Laipply Chapel in Fairbury. 


John Eilts, father of Ricka Schenk, Fair- 
bury traffic department, passed away Febru- 
ary 24. Services were held at Traum’s 
Funcral Home in Fairbury. 


Mrs. Royal S. Brewster, wife of Royal S. 
Brewster, former general traffic superintend- 
ent, died February 26. Services and burial 
were in Lincoln. 


This wrecking crew made short work 
of the old 5-Office switching equip- 
ment, abandoned since the cutover of 
the exchange to the new equipment 
building last April. The equipment was 
cleared away to make room for a new 
switchroom shop at the 2-Office quar- 
ters. Front to rear above are: Bob Stall, 
Jake Schneider, Lambert Eitel, Bob 
McDowell, Norris Hammond, Al Doug- 
herty, Al Campbell, John Loudenback 
and Earl Moats. 


The largest of several beaver dams on Oak Creek has raised the water level by nearly 


three feet. 


Furry Brethren Staging Comeback In Lancaster County 


It may come as a surprise to most 
people in this part of the state to hear 
that the beaver is on his way back. 
Time was when the population of this 
busy rodent was almost decimated by 
early trappers and farmers who had 
the mistaken idea that streams should 
have no impediments. 

One of the greatest supporters of Mr. 
Beaver’s comeback is a veteran tele- 
phone man, E. L. “Murph” Martin, who 
retired in 1950. It was eight years ago 
that Murph interviewed wildlife au- 
thorities to endeavor to have them 
“plant” a pair of beavers in the head- 
waters of Oak Creek, north of Ray- 
mond. Murph remembers that his re- 
quest was considered at length and that 
a delegation of naturalists, biologists 
and zoologists visited the proposed site 
of the colony, shook their collective 
heads and opined that a beaver could 
not live in those surroundings. 

They forgot to tell the beavers of 
their decision. Next year a pair of the 
animals moved into the neighborhood 
and began to construct a dam. Now, 
seven years later, there are a dozen or 
more colonies scattered along the me- 
andering stream. 

Mr. Martin has watched, with father- 
ly interest, the progress of his big- 
toothed proteges. The fact that they 


are felling the trees that line the creek 
with great abandon worried Murph not 
at all. Three trees will grow, he says, 
on the spot where the old one fell. 
Then he dusted off the old joke that we 
knew was coming. “The beaver,’ quoth 
Mr. Martin, “can see a dam site quicker 
than most human beings.” 


Mr. Martin inspects the work of beaver 
along the creek bank. 


Headlines 


Asa B. Waters, district commercial man- 
ager, Lincoln, was elected to the board of 
trustees of the Lincoln Humane Society at 
the annual meeting of the society on Febru- 
ary 24. 

A. M. Newens, area manager, Nebraska 
City, has been appointed to membership on 
both the Industrial and Public Relations 
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committees of the Nebraska City Chamber 
of Commerce. 

President Frank S. Barnes, of the Inde- 
pendent Telephone Pioneer Association, has 
announced the appointment of Robert T. 
Ross, custom billing clerk, to the National 
Hobby Committee and A. B. Gorman, adver’ 
tising manager, as a member of the Publicity 
Committee. 


PIONEERS GATHER FOR MID-WINTER RALLY 


EARLY a hundred chapter members 
were present and accounted for at 
the Mid-Winter Pioneer Party, held at 


Lincoln on February 19. The evening’s 


program and entertainment were pre- 
ceded by a dinner offering a choice of 


~, 


The committee in charge, from left, are Pioneers Eden, Carlson, Isa- 
man, Baldwin, Jones, Hauschild, Staley, Mills, Metcalf, Walker, Olsen and 


Armstrong. 


fried chicken or shrimp, a matter which 
was taken care of promptly and with 
enthusiasm by the hungry assembly. 

B. A. Isaman acted as M.C. for the 
program which had been arranged by 
co-chairmen Bud Eden and Ray Bald- 


win. Bingo and square dancing topped 


off the evening. It .came as a surprise 
to several members to find themselves 
dancing the Virginia Reel as if they 
had been doing it all their lives. They 
are now singing their praises to In- 
structor Roy Mills, who induced them 
to try it “just this once.” 


Another function of the Pioneer hobby committee has been 
the weekly meeting of the hat-making class. They are already 


engaged in developing their own “creations.” 


Norma McDaniels, Fairbury Traffic, and 
Charles Scheuler were married Thanksgiving 
Day at the Catholic Church in Fairbury. 
Msgr. O’Brian read the marriage vows. 

Audrey Ransom, Hastings Traffic, became 
the bride of John McKeown on January 23 
in the Christian Church at Hastings. 

Elsie Muller, David City Traffic, was 
married to Joe Buresch of Garland on Feb- 
ruary 2 at St. Mary’s Church in David City. 
They will reside on a farm near Garland. 

Lucy Green, Hastings Traffic, and Bill 
Kuhlman were united in marriage February 6 
in the Methodist Church Chapel at Hastings. 

Virginia Robinson, Fairbury Traffic, and 
Thomas “Pete” McCord were married at the 
Presbyterian Church in Fairbury on February 
7. Rev. Ross McCown of Beatrice read the 
marriage vows. 

Donna Pittam, Superior Traffic, and 
Dewey F. Gillett were united in marriage 
February 14 in the Methodist Church at 
Superior. 

Verna Pantier, Superior Traffic, and James 
A. Williams were married February 19 in the 
Baptist Parsonage at Superior. 

Patty Aufenkamp and Glenn Hiatt of Ne- 
braska City were married at the Methodist 
Church on February 28. Patty is employed 
in the traffic department at Nebraska City. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


jigs following claims were paid by 

the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during the month 
of February: 


Primary Members: W. T. Haas, Supply, 
$15.00; W A. Letellier, Nebraska City Plant, 
$218.00; R. E. Wohlberg, Engineering, $10.00; 
P. A. Wessel, Lincoln Service, $58.00; George 
Heikes, Beatrice Plant, $5.00; Elsie Andrews, 
General Traffic, $154.50; Hazel Neman, Lincoln 
Traffic, $15.00; E. C. Schrank, Lincoln Serv- 
ice, $10.00; P. A. Wiikinson, General Plant, 
$4.00; E. H. Royce, General Plant, $8.00; Agnes 
Gustafson, Osceola pensioner, $15.00; Helen 
M. Pickard, Accounting, $11.00; Elizabeth 
Nichols, Plattsmouth Traffic, $11.50; K. L. 
Paro, Humboldt Plant, $192.00; Ivan Haith, 
Humboldt non-functional, $69.50; H. G. White, 
Lincoln Service, $20.00. 

Dependents: Mrs. Harold Brady, Lincoln, 
$124.16; Terry Macholan, Hastings, $55.13; Mrs. 
Vern Campbell, David City, $3.50; Mrs. 
George Heikes, Beatrice, $12.00; Evelyn 
Hawkins, Lincoln, $18.90: Mrs. H. W. Stroup, 
Lincoln, $74.25; Mrs, Dewey Olsen, Wahoo, 
$10.00; Mrs. S. K. Lawrence, Lincoln, $45.15. 


A son was born to Mr. and Mrs. Jim 
Landenberger on February 4. Jim is em- 
ployed in the plant department at Friend. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ivan E. Doran are the par- 
ents of a son, Danny Lee, born February 22. 
Ivan is an employee in the Lincoln plant 
department. 
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Snowflowers For Fairbury 
Operators 

The southwestern section of the ter- 
ritory received a heavy jolt from the 
snowstorm of Friday, February 19. The 
storm swept on into Kansas where, 
among other disrupted communica- 
tions, were the signal circuits of the 
Rock Island Railway. Dispatchers for 
the railway at Fairbury were unable to 
reach the system’s microwave equip- 
ment beamed from Phillipsburg, Kan- 
sas, toward the west. Fortunately, they 
were able to make use of LT€&/T facili- 
ties in creating telephone paths for dis- 
patching the trains until their own lines 
were back in service. 


Messrs. Cregar and Guenther, chief 
dispatcher and night chief dispatcher, 
respectively, made a pilgrimage to the 
Fairbury telephone office on the fol- 
lowing Monday to express their appre- 
ciation in person for the service rend- 
ered. Mrs. Frances Erwin, who was on 
duty Friday night during the height of 
the storm, was highly commended for 
her part in meeting the emergency, as 
were various other operators who 
worked on railroad calls the following 
day. 


Rex Winders Changes Jobs 


HE March first retirement of Rex 

Winders, testman, Lincoln plant, 
does not mark the end of a telephone 
career that began before there were 
telephones in_ his 
native community; 
for Rex now plans 
to devote a greater 
portion of his time 
to the prosperous 
business of supply- 
ing the _ industry 
with Flexiduct, a 
composition conduit 
for inside wiring, 
and a product of his 
own devising several years ago. 


Rex Winders 


As a very young man Rex found em- 


ployment with the Saline County Tele- - 


phone Company as a solicitor for sub- 
scribers of a proposed independent ex- 
change at Friend. He traveled the 
countryside with horse and buggy, in- 
ducing farmers to subscribe for service 
that wasn’t yet in existence. This was 
in the spring of 1909. Later Rex spent 
a brief period with the Bell organiza- 
tion and as lineman for the Friend ex- 
change which meanwhile had become a 
part of LT&T. In 1919 he was com- 
mercial manager at Milligan, but left 
the company during the “twenties, to re- 
appear as combinationman at Lincoln 
in January 1929. His appointment as 
testman came in November 1951. 


Telephony is in the blood of the fam- 
ily. Mr. Winders’ sister, Hazel, served 
for many years as chief operator at 
Friend, while another sister, Aner Mc- 
Kinzie, will be remembered for her long 
service at Cedar Bluffs. His son, Rol- 
land, is presently a member of the sup- 
ply department. 

Rex began experimenting with an 
idea for a more satisfactory method of 
running exposed interior telephone con- 
duit a dozen years ago and soon pro- 
duced a workable model of wood and 
fibre which was used with eminent suc- 
cess in one of the large war installations 
at Lincoln. He enlisted the aid of 
fellow employee, Alex Geist, and be- 
tween them have developed the product 
to its present form and its use on a 
national scale. 


The firm of Winders and Geist will 
now claim most of the new leisure of 


Mr. Winders, while the purchase of a 


new home in northeast Lincoln, with 
more ground for flowers and garden, in- 
dicates that his future will be filled with 
busy hours from dawn to dark. 


Apologies—And a Problem 


The personnel department is in the 
market for a crystal ball. It seems that 
clairvoyant powers are needed to solve 
an old problem. 

The department is charged with the 
sending of remembrances, in the name 
of the company, to those active and re- 
tired employees who are hospitalized 
through illness or injury. On several 
recent occasions some of our folk have 
been hospitalized, regained their health, 
and returned to the job before news of 
their misfortune has reached the per- 
sonnel department. It. is more than 
embarrassing. 

W. F. Roberts, personnel director, of- 
fers humble apologies to these em- 
ployees, and wants them to know that 
the omission of flowers or remem- 
brances from the company was not by 
design or oversight. Somehow the news 
did not reach the proper place. The 
problem could be solved. he thinks, if 
supervisors would report immediately 
to the personnel department those cases 
where an employee is hospitalized or 
confined to his home. Deaths among 
the LT&T family also should be re- 
ported to the department as quickly as 
possible. 


Company Truck Involved 
In Fatal Accident 


N LT@T cable truck was involved in 

a highway mishap: in which two 
people lost their lives during the snow 
and wind storm of Friday, February 19. 
The accident occurred at mid-afternoon 
on Highway 14, about five miles north 
of Nelson. A car traveling north on 
the slushy pavement went out of con- 
trol, skidded crosswise of the road and 
crashed broadside into the truck driven 
by John J. Keogh, cableman at Hastings, 
which was coming from the opposite 
direction. 

One of the occupants of the car, Mrs. 
Erma L. Siebert, died. instantly in the 
wreck. Her husband, Almon, died in 
Brodstone Hospital at Superior about 
3 a.m. the following day. The Siebert 
couple lived on a farm between Brad- 
shaw and Henderson. Mr. Keogh was 
slightly injured in the crash, but his 
helper, Jim Howat, suffered no ill 
fects. The front end of the cable truck 
was badly damaged. 
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Dr. H. F. Elias, Beatrice surgeon, was 
called to attend Mr. Siebert but was 
unable to reach Superior because of the 
storm. A search party from Beatrice 
located his car beside the highway be- 
tween Ruskin and Deshler the next 
morning, and the doctor was found at 
a farm house where he sought shelter 


when his car skidded off the road and 


stalled. 


PROMOTIONS 


TRANSFERS 
TITLE CHANGES 


Marian Barnes 
Service Assistant 
Ashland Wahoo 


Kathryn Owens 
Service Assistant 


Commercial 


Marlene L. Short, clerk to advanced clerical, 
Lincoln. 

Doris Ulmer, clerk to advanced clerk, Lin- 
coln. 


Plant 


R. L. Cotton, routineman to janitor, Lin- 
coln. 

J. G. Durr, lineman, construction, to com- 
binationman, Eastern District plant, Ne- 
braska City. 

David Guthrie, installer-repairman, COE, 
General Plant, to toll terminalman, Lin- 
coln. 

D. A. Hester, groundman, exchange, to 
combinationman, Tecumseh. 

M. E. Joosten, groundman, exchange, to 
combinationman, Lincoln. 

Matej M. A. Svoboda, lineman, exchange, to 
combinationman, Seward. 

Wilbur S. Wolfe, switchman, General Plant 
to Central Plant. 


Traffic 

Marian Barnes, operator to service assistant, 
Ashland. 

Judy L. Cleavenger, operator, Lincoln, to 
stenographer, Coe Traffic. 

Mary E. Fringer, operator, Superior to Lin- 
coln. 

Kathryn Owens, operator to service assist- 
ant, Wahoo. 

Carole D. Schultz, stenographer to secre- 
tary, General Traffic. 

Martha M. Vculek, operator to service assist: 
ant, Fairbury. 


H. S. Knudson L. W. Winscot P. A. Wilkinson Ethyl M. Armstrong W. F. Grant J. H. Roland Opal Allison 
Lincoln David City Lincoln Nebraska City Lincoln David City Lincoln 
35 Years 35 Years 25 Years 20 Years 20 Years 20 Years 15 Years 


Forty-three Years 
Charles Dickenman, Beatrice. 


Thirty-eight Years 


G. P. Barney, H. G. Peachman, Lincoln. 


Thirty-seven Years 
Elsie M. Andrews, Lincoln. 

Thirty-six Years 
L. G. Saunders, Lincoln. 

Thirty-five Years 
H. 8. Knudson, Lincoln; L. W. Winscot, 

David City. 

Thirty-four Years 

F. J. Bettenhausen, Lincoln. 


Thirty-three Years 
Dorothy E. Lefler, Lincoln; Frank Nevitt, 
Beatrice. 
Thirty-two Years 
L. C. Williams, Stromsburg. 
Thirty-one Years 
H. W. Cane, Lincoln. 
Twenty-nine Years 


Dewey D. Eckles, Nelson. 


Twenty-eight Years 
D. C. Gilmore, Lincoln. 
Twenty-seven Years 
Mina V. Jorgensen, Lincoln; Vivian W. 
Kinghorn, Auburn. 
Twenty-six Years 


H. W. Stroup, Lincoln. 


Anna Menninga 
Lincoln Beatrice 
15 Years 10 Years 


Juanita Schleif 


Twenty-five Years 


P. A. Wilkinson, Lincoln. 


Twenty-four Years 


Alice M. Peters, York. 


Twenty-three Years 
Le. 1. Piper, York 
Twenty-two Years 
E. O. Wait, Lincoln. 
Twenty Yers 
Ethyl M. Armstrong, Nebraska City; W. 


P. Grant, Lincoln; J. H. Roland, David City. 


Seventeen Years 
Elinore A. Wunch, Lincoln. 


Fifteen Years 


Opal Allison, Juanita M. Schleif, Lin- 


coln; Frances Erwin, Fairbury. 
Thirteen Years 
Dea I. Hays, York, Dorothea C. Heck- 
man, Lincoln. 
Twelve Years 
Wilhelmine M. Sanmann, York; A. E. 
Stansbury, Beatrice. 
Eleven Years 


Lola I. Hetherington, Ruth L. Hethering- 
ton, Lincoln; Annabelle Stocker, Fairbury. 


Ten Years 
Anna Menninga, Beatrice. 
Nine Years 
Lulu M. Brockie, Wymore; Elaine §S. 
Hawkins, Lincoln. 
Eight Years 


Bertha Anderson, Superior; Norma J. 
Dettmer, Syracuse; R. M. Hromadka, Hast- 
ings; Marguerite Ienn, York; M. F. Jenkins, 
Nebraska City; Kathryn I. Widick, Beatrice. 


Seven Years 


Laura J. Baker, Amelia M. Christopher, 
Christine L. Ford, R. C. Hawkins, Chris 
Lyberis, Lincoln; W. H. Harrington, Tecum- 
seh; Monica T. Lempka, Auburn. 

Six Years 

Eunice M. Applegate, Weeping Water; 
E. V. Hiatt, V. P. Spears, Lincoln; Vera 
Schluckebier, Seward; Betty J. Steele, Crete. 

Five Years 

G. W. Heikes, Beatrice; J. A. Krhounek, 

K. E. Versaw, D. E. Williams, Lincoln. 
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Jeanne O. O’Hara 


Paul A. Eggerss 
Wallace L. Gake 


James A. Miller 


A cordial welcome is extended to the following people 


who have recently joined LT&T. Let’s help them get Bonna L. Baldwin ........ 
acquainted and feel at home in their new work. 


Name Positio 
ACCOUNTING 
Geraldine I. Lorenzen Machine Operator 
COMMERCIAL 
Betty B. Thomsen Clerk (P.T.) 
JoAnne E. Varga Clerk (P.T.) 
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Donald E. Jones (Re-emp.).. . Lineman... 


ENGINEERING 

hse PVC URLS recicusinidesyceiusbiss Lincoln............ Jan. 22 
PLANT 

dacabetedes Groundman...................Lineoln.......... Feb 8 
eee Radioman.......................Lineoln...........Feb. 2 
sisasds dane tedislnaa tio Lincoln...........Jan. 25 
oe Warehouseman (P.T.)Lincoln...........Jan. 25 
ie: Janitor-Fireman......... Lincoln...........jJan. 18 


TRAFFIC 
na L. Baldwin... Operator....... sind Hebron... eb, 1 
Marian Barnes ................ ee OP OLatOT sii..cciccccccescsceesssss Ashland.........Jan. 20 
Lorraine Hellevang ................. Operatotr.........................Lincoln............Feb. 15 
Date Darlene R. Jensen S aceese cobsposen COMET ALLOY s.- cine sceiccisdecssserech POLO ictal Gos. 
Exch Riipleved: Soe Zeon _ Operator........................Hebron........Feb. 1 
Paere ree 7 Norma L. Martin (Re-emp.) ..Operator............... Lincoln........ Feb. 25 
et C Geraldine D. McNealy ... ODCPATON .vesiccicsccnecesocesscns Wahoo... Feb. 1 
Lincoln _ Jan, 25 Geraldine C. McNeel Operator......................... Fairbury... Jan, 18 
Martha Penner |. sxe ¥osdigsineseds A DON O WON wittncacdsesceaieetincs BCALPICE....... Jan. 19 
Ashland Feb. 1 Marlene F. Shelton (Re-emp.) Operator........................ Nebr. City... Feb. 2 
. Lincoln. Jan. 25 Marilyn L. Stevens 0.000000... ODOT AVON. ioinieiscasiicsavesacis Aa MICOUN 02... Feb. 15 
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TELEPHONE FOL "1 -On JHE JOB 


David Créy Area 


s 


The David City Area encloses the exchanges of 
Bellwood, Brainard, Bruno, David City, Dwight, 
Octavia, Rising City and Surprise. All are in Butler 
County and the Eastern District. Only Bruno and 
David City are manually operated, the balance of 
the area’s exchanges having been converted to dial. 


IN THE PICTURES: (1) Area Manager Harvey W. Arma- 
gost, right, chatting with the visiting personnel director, 
Walter F. Roberts. (2) Howard ’’Stub” Roland, wire chief, at 
his place of business. (3) Chief Operator Irene Swan, who is 
largely responsible for David City’s fine quality of service. 
(4)Combmen Herman Hansen and Kennie Ferguson, David 
City, comparing adventures at noon hour. (5) In the oper- 
ators’ lounge at David City are Delores Moser and Donna 
Rumery. (6) Vivian Dee greets the customers in the David 
City commercial office. (7) Mary Docekal, now the collec- 
tion agent at Brainard, and office visitor Houghton Furr, 
assistant to the president. (8) Frances A. Hasik, on duty at 
the Bruno switchboard. (9) Merna Stewart, service assistant, 
at her desk in the David City operating room. (10) Louis 
Hanus and LeRoy Winscot, David City Plant, sorting a ship- 
ment of supplies. (11) Looking down the line at the David 
City board. we find: Phyllis Lukassen, Margaret Murphy, 
Nadine Kracman, Lois Gibson, Bettie Ladwig and Donna 
Hotovy. Margaret Cornell, S. A., is seated behind them. 
(12) Running a jumper on the David City rack is Bus Dill. 
(13) Vilma Dolista, chief operator, at the Bruno switchboard. 


SUNIDHI 


. 4 Eastern District 


Betty Miles, 
Associate Editor 


David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


A group of operators helped Phyllis Lu- 
kassen celebrate her birthday recently by 
having a dinner at Columbus, with bowling 
later... . Leroy Winscot, plant department, 
is recuperating from surgery. 


Nebraska City Area 
Carol L. Broers, Correspondent 


Deroy Helfer is back to work after a six 
months’ illness. We are glad to have him 
back. . . . Carol Broers spent the week end 
of February 20th in Lincoln visiting friends. 

. With the Centennial activities starting 

here, some of the women employees have 
started making their Centennial dresses. We 
are wondering if some of them will be 
coming to work minus their make-up due 
to the fact that it costs a dollar to become 
a member of the “Sisters of the Swish,” 
which entitles one to wear make-up. 
Carol Broers attended a ‘“Madhatter” 
Rushee Party of the Alpha Omega Chapter, 
Beta Sigma Phi on February 25th. Vera 
Orton is president of the organization... . 
Ethyl Armstrong received her 20-year serv- 
ice pin last week. Congratulations! 
You can tell “spring is just around the 
corner.” Helen Wurtele and Betty Christen- 
sen are sporting ’50 model cars. How about 
a ride, gals? . Edna Komma took her 
vacation early this year and is spending 
it in “Sunny California.” . Adele Ganzel 
and Violet Peterson are on the sick list. 
Get well soon, girls. . . . Dorothy Davis and 
Elizabeth Dunlap have finished their toll 
training and Marylee Scroggins is starting 
hers. Betty Christensen and Dorothy Ever- 
ett are their instructors... . Veltha Pogge- 
meyer is back after a leave of absence... . 
Lillian Bader, Ethyl Armstrong, Ivan Liv- 
ingston and A. M. Newens attended the 
Mid-Winter Pioneer party in Lincoln. 


Platismouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 


Mrs. Ray Kobald and husband spent the 
week end in Chicago visiting relatives and 
seeing the Windy City. Sounds like much 
fun, Phyllis. ... Mrs. Bruce Gold, oper- 
ator, has purchased a new trailer home 
which is really a honey. She is spending 
her vacation living the life of Riley in her 
new surroundings. Mrs. Fred Uhlik, 
part-time operator, is the proud grand- 
parent of a baby boy born to her daughter, 
Mrs. Carl Morehead. Believe us, it’s pretty 
hard for Agnes to come down out of the 
clouds these days. . . . We are happy that 
all the girls and guys are now well enough 
to be back on the job again. 
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PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 
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Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 


Seems like everybody has spring fever 
around the Seward office—not much excit- 
ing news... . Berniece Muller went to the 
bowling tournament in Lincoln recently. 

. Mrs. Meyers, our janitress, is a proud 
grandmother. Congratulations! . . . Rumors 
are that Jerry Shipley and another fellow 
have bought an old house and are building 
the snaziest cabin you ever laid your eyes 
on. So far Jerry has started off with a 
heap of troubles, though. While tearing 
down part of the house he lost his billfold, 
but after a frantic search and a few gray 
hairs he found it under a pile of wood. 
Now that he’s recovered his fortune, things 
should proceed again. 


Wahoo Area 
Mary Beaty, Correspondent 

Mr. and Mrs. Francis Lanik spent the 
week end in Omaha visiting relatives, and 
Loretta Vaca visited with friends in Has- 
tings... . Mr. and Mrs. Dewey Olsen and 
Mary Beaty attended the Pioneer Party in 
Lincoln and reported a good time... . Mrs. 
Lloyd Mitchell, a former operator, who has 
been living in Vallejo, California, was a re- 
cent visitor to our office. Other visitors 
were Merlie Markuson, J. A. McKinzie and 
M. C. Walker. Frances Bordovosky 
acted as bridesmaid for a friend’s wedding 
which took place in Prague March l.... 
Mrs. Don McNeely suddenly became ill 
March Ist, and was taken to the Community 
Hospital where she was operated on for 
appendicitis. 


Paula Otte, 
Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 


Shirley Stock, Dorothy Biggerstaff and 
Emma Lee DejJonge, Correspondents 


Two of the many new homes being built 
in Auburn will be occupied by telephone 
employees. Mr. and Mrs. Don Yates and 
Mr. and Mrs. Amel McVay are the proud 
owners and hope to be moved into their 
new homes by April 1. Speaking of 
building, Mike Carr of the plant depart- 
ment has added two new rooms to his 
house and Dorothy Biggerstaff is having 
cupboards built in her kitchen. ... June 
Vanarsall’s sudden interest in wrestling 
has been explained by the visit of Frank 
“Tarzan” Hewitt. Mr. Hewitt is a profes- 
sional who has wrestled on television from 
Chicago. He was scheduled to wrestle in 
Nebraska City in late February and natural- 
ly all of the operators planned to attend. 

. February is the month for hearts and 
flowers and on Valentine’s Day Rita Yates 
received a blouse from her husband and 
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Wanda Gardner, Wilma James and Shirley 
Stock all received lovely boxes of candy. 
We might mention at this time, since Shir- 
ley failed to include the news item in Janu- 
ary, that a sparkler has been on Shirley’s 
left hand since Christmas. ... Wilma 
James, Rita Yates and Helen Dettmer vis- 
ited Indian Cave at Shubert. This cave is 
said to have been a hiding place of Jesse 
James ... Mr. and Mrs. Gary Gardner 
visited Mr. Gardner’s' grandparents in 
Mound City, Missouri, one week end. 
Marcelene Behrends and her husband be- 
long to a card club in which after every 
six games the six losers have to buy a sup- 
per for the six winners as well as for them- 
selves. They ate at the Sparetime Cafe in 
Omaha this month. Marcelene reports that 
they had a good time except that she and 
her husband were both losers. ... Della 
Gerdes suffered an attack of appendicitis 
while working at the board and was oper- 
ated on that evening. She is recovering 
satisfactorily and we hope to have her back 
soon. ... Kenneth Paro has returned to 
work following an appendectomy. We're 
glad to have you back, Ken. . . . The third 
grade pupils of Humboldt were visitors in 
the telephone office February 4. Lowell 
Haith, son of Manager Ivan Haith, is in 
this grade. 


Beatrice Area 
Frances Claudine Schlake, Correspondent 


We're sorry to see Barbara Barnard, Don- 
na Dike and Mary Buss leave us but glad 
their husbands are coming home from over- 
seas. . . . Eleanor Bryant got to work just 
in time the other day after a quick trip to 
Denver to take Marie Fuller to meet her 
husband who is returning from the service. 

. Irma Arnold is the proud grandmother 
of a brand new baby girl. Congratulations! 

Telephone operators, their husbands 
and boy friends enjoyed a skating party 
February 12. ... Rethal Falk is at home 
recuperating from an _ operation. Best 
wishes, Rethal. . . . Beverly Fletcher spent 
most of her vacation just taking it easy, and 
Darlene Remmers went visiting. . . . Betty 
Burton, clerk in the commercial department, 
received a beautiful diamond a couple weeks 
ago and plans to leave us soon. We’ll miss 
you, Betty! ... Area Commercial Manager 
Dickenman reports that on Sunday after- 
noon, February 28, his son, Dick, who is in 
the Signal Corps at Fort Monmouth, New 
Jersey, telephoned home and that a period 
of 25 seconds elapsed during the time the 
call was made until he reached home. 


Crete Area 
Loretta MclIlnay, Correspondent 


The traffic and commercial department 
girls played hostess to the Misses Jean and 
Jane Sweet on Wednesday evening, Febru- 
ary 24. They were treated to a party at 


Lone Oak, near Lincoln. The festivities 
began with a mock wedding—a double-ring 
affair, with Marvene Bowen as the happy 
bride. She was attired in her mother’s wed- 
ding dress and carried a colorful bouquet of 
delicate green lettuce, deep orange carrots 
and crimson radishes. Darlene Acord was 
the eager groom. ‘The wedding lines were 
read from a Sears-Roebuck catalog by Helen 
Cudly. After the ceremony, the rings made 
of bent nails were presented to Jean and 
Jane. The girls opened their gifts at the 
close of the evening. ‘They will be married 
on March 6 to twin brothers from Friend. 

. The love bug has been very busy here, 
but so has the flu bug. Fortunately the 
girls weren’t all bitten at the same time and 
work went on as usual... . Manager G. D. 
Brock and Wire Chief William McOmber 
attended the Pioneer party held at Lincoln 
on February 19... . Arlene Hunsche, oper- 
ator, made the most of her four-day week 
end. She visited friends and relatives in 
Colorado and Kansas and reports a most 
enjoyable time. Ethel Park, in the 
commercial department, has been wearing 
that “I stayed up too late last night” look. 
She is the proud owner of a TV set and 
just can’t miss the good programs. 


Fairbury Area 
Velda Wagner, Correspondent 


A Stork Shower was given for Mrs. Ber- 
nice Bauer at Irene Smalldon’s residence. 
On the committee were Ricka Schenk, Jua- 
nita Waring, Emilie Bleich, and Mary Jack- 
son. Mrs. Bauer received many nice gifts. 

. Newlyweds Virginia and Pete McCord 
were charivaried one Sunday and had to 
pull one another around the square in a 
horse-drawn buggy. Bernice Bauer is 
on vacation. She is spending the time at 
home. After that she will be on a leave of 
absence. J. C. Gear, wire chief, was 
installed as a member of the I.0.0.F. on 
January 18... . We are glad to hear that 
Vera Nolte, chief operator at Daykin, is 
back at work again and feeling fine... . It 
seems that Durwood Gollehon has been 
having some trouble finding his car, espe- 
cially after the new paint job. Anyhow it 
looks nice, Woody. 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 


The fellas in the plant department 
splurged on a party, strictly stag, and the 
only incident to spoil it was a flat tire on 
Hanau’s car, discovered when it was time to 
disperse. Since the temperature outside was 
way down around zero, Tiny was persuaded 
to wait until the next morning to fix it and 
was given a ride home. . . . Dick McCall’s 
secret was finally discovered—he got him- 
self engaged! He also suffered a minor ac- 
cident which involved some fancy sewing 
on a cut on his cheek and a beautiful black 
eye. ... Raymie Johnson also suffered a 
mishap when the crowbar he was using to 
remove screens from his house windows 
slipped and hit him on the head... . J. A. 
McKinzie, L. P. Young, and Clyde Burge 
were recent visitors in the Tecumseh office. 

. The directory men, Al Zehrung, Marion 


Training School 
For Connecting Company 
Personnel 


AN SMITH, district wire chief, 

Beatrice, tried out a new vocation as 
“teacher” in a two-day training school 
in Magneto Switchboard Maintenance 
sponsored jointly by the Nebraska Tele- 
phone Association and the LT&T. 


Attendance in the school was restrict- 
ed to eight men from telephone com- 
panies in southeast Nebraska. The 
course consisted of an examination of 
the common ailments of the magneto 
switchboard, discussion of line, cord and 
night alarm circuits and use of the ohm- 
meter. Also covered were the dis- 
assembly and replacement of parts, 
spring and relay adjustments and cut- 
ting back plug cords. A training 
pamphlet was prepared by Mr. Smith 
and distributed to the trainees as refer- 
ence material. Harlan Gillespie also 
assisted in the school as co-instructor. 

Those who successfully complete 
the course were Harlan Mootheart, Pal- 
myra; Bradley Evans, Firth; Charles 
Blecha, Chester; Donald Maw, Diller; 
Ed Luke, Firth; Stanley Brandt, Martell; 
Henry Kuepfer, Odell, and Fred Dole- 
zal, Liberty. 


Beezley, and John Vestecka stopped at the 
Ryan residence for a short visit one evening 
and caught Mr. Ryan in his dungarees in 
the midst of construction work on his new 
house. He was doing different work at the 
Legion Club when he was given the task of 
frying hamburgers. After looking at count- 
less stacks of them, Mr. Ryan says he'll 
order a cheese sandwich next time he’s in 
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a restaurant. Cecile Morehead and 
Mary Meister represented Tecumseh at 
the Pioneer party in Lincoln February 19 
and brought back prizes won at bingo... . 
Among those attending the Nebraska-Kansas 
basketball game in Lincoln were Tyler Ryan 
and his two boys, Ted Husing and son, and 
Bill Eckles. . . . Henri Goracke was kept 
so busy by her two sisters when she visited 
them for a day that she didn’t have time 
to sleep, so by the time she returned from 
this “holiday” in Kansas City she had in- 
creased her wardrobe, lowered her bank ac- 
count, and could hardly keep her eyes open. 

. Bill Eckles was present at his sister 
Maxine’s wedding which took place in Nel- 
son on Valentine’s Day... . Other wedding- 
goers were Darlene Schulte and Mary Kalin 
at a friend’s in Steinauer ... Jim Smith 
traded cars and he’s got the new one all 
polished and waxed so it really shines... . 
Shirley Hagelback was celebrating a birth- 
day so some of the girls decided to have a 
party. Included on the roster were Shirley, 
Carol, Ines, Irene, Bonnie, Darlene, Clara 
and Cecile who claim the refreshments were 
delicious in spite of the fact that the girls 
making the ice cream forgot to beat the eggs © 
first. Also the electric freezer quit work- 
ing and they had to crank it by hand, and 
the cake decorators put only ten candles on 
the angel food cake. 


; Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
Velma Bock, Correspondent 

Mr. and Mrs. Reno Weis were hon- 
ored at a surprise party on their twenty- 
fifth wedding anniversary, and from what 
Reno says, it was really a surprise. Con- 
gratulations, Reno and Lois, and may you 
have many more years of happiness together. 

. Mr. and Mrs. C. J. Crew were hosts to 
a party honoring Mr. and Mrs. Bob Bock, 
recent newlyweds. Mrs. Bock is the former 
Velma Garland. The evening was spent 
playing cards, following which a delicious 
lunch was served. Mr. and Mrs. Bock re- 
ceived many nice gifts. 


Hastings Area 
Luetta Bacon, Correspondent 

Here we are, out from under the snow- 
banks again. The storm afforded a little 
excitement and a couple of busy days. Our 
chief operator, Marie Pearson, missed it 
all. She spent the day visiting the Lincoln 
office and attended the Pioneer party in 
the evening. ... Lauretta Baker and Irene 
Utecht were co-hostesses at a bridal shower 
for Mrs. John McKeown, nee Audrey Ran- 
som. The first and funniest event of the 
evening was breaking balloons by sitting 
on them. Moreane Alldritt came in last 
after a lot of time and a little trickery. Mrs. 
Baker showed colored slides of the Rose 
Parade and of a trip to Colorado. The 
bride was the happy recipient of many 
beautiful gifts along with two baby 
chicks. The hostesses served a _ delicious 


lunch—a lovely end to a lovely party. 
Cupid scored another direct hit. Ann 
Langdon’s Valentine came in the form of 
a ring-—one of the sparkling kind. Ann is 
cur cashier. . . . Anna Larson is a patient 
et the Mary Lanning Memorial Hospital. 
We all join in wishing her a speedy recovery. 
. Yours truly and other members of the 
Bacon clen journeyed to Salina, Kansas, for 
a one-day visit with relatives. . Moreane 
Alldritt spent a week end in Little Sioux, 
Iowa, visiting a friend. She also attended 
the WAC veterans meeting in Sioux City. 
Hebron Area 
Mary Wright, Correspondent 
Several employees have been ill with the 
flu but are back to work now. ... Norma 
Maschman had en operation on her nose 
recently and was off work for a few days. 
; Anita Williams visited her mother, 
who is in the hospital in Omaha. ... Mr. 
end Mrs. Fred Apking celebrated their 
golden wedding enniversary recently. Mr. 
Apking is a former employee of the Hebron 
plent department. . .. Mr. Taedter was 
in Hastings for two days receiving some in- 
struction on carrier equipment. ... T. B. 
Hedges and his gang have been working 
between Chester and Hebron repairing the 
toll lead. 
Stromsburg Area 
Betty Beebe, Correspondent 
Elvera Parks, cashier at Osceola, is the 
first of vacationers this year. She and her 
husband are on a trip to California. Betty 
Beebe, former cashier, is taking over Mrs. 
Parks’ duties. The Stromsburg Area 
bowling team entered the city tournament 
at Stromsburg. The boys did not give us 
a report on the outcome, but did say they 


enjoyed the tournament very much. 

The tree trimming program has been get- 
ting attention and the weather has been 
cooperating. 


Superior Area 
Betty Jo Peery, Correspondent 


On February 9th a bridal shower was 
given for Donna Pittam and Verna Pan- 
tier. Both girls are planning February wed- 
dings. . . . Shirley Swanson and husband 
spent a week end in Independence, Missouri. 

. Beulah Frerichs spent an early vacation 
at home. Faye Pettit is wearing a 
wide smile, along with a beautiful spark- 
ler on her left hand. Our best wishes, Faye. 

. Recent visitors in the Superior office 
were Mrs. Donna Buckley and her two 
daughters, end Mrs. Lulu Stenson. ...A 
farewell party was given for Elaine Fringer, 
who recently transferred to the Lincoln 
traffic department. The honoree received 
several pieces of Fostoria. ... Phyllis Biltoft 
received four potted plants from her fiance’ 
in Japan for Valentine’s day. . .. The 
Keenans and Jensens are riding in bright 
new red Mercurys. 


Sutton Area 
Catherine Cassell,, Correspondent 


On January 30th Mr. and Mrs. J. H. 
Mankamyer and Kay attended the mid- 
year commencement of the University of 
Nebraska at Lincoln. Jack Mankamyer, Jr. 
was one of the graduates. ...A recent vis- 
itor in the Sutton office was Carol Ann 
Wenz, a telephone operator from Daven- 
port. . . . Look who’s wearing skirts!! Jack 
Mankamyer, with the able (??) assistance 
of Bob Culver, took over the duties of 
cashier in the absence of Catherine Cas- 
sell. Things will never be the same. 


FORTY SHORT YEARS FOR JIM DUDGEON 


J. W. “Jim” Dudgeon thought people 


were making much ado about his serv- 
ice birthday. After all, he was just a 
young man only beginning to roll up 
a respectable number of years. Here 
we see him 
blem, forty years to a day from the 
time he entered the company ranis as 
groundman at Hastings. 
tion was made by Merle M. Hale, vice 
president, at a dinner held in honor of 
the occasion at Hotel Carter, Hastings. 


receiving his service em- 


The presenta- 


Jim also worked as combinationman at 
McCool and Lincoln, and as manager at 
Milligan before returning to Hastings 
in 1929. He was made district salesman 
in 1935, commercial representative in 
1942 and received his last promotion as 
service engineer in 1950. 

In the picture of the presentation, left 
to right are: Beatrice Rohrer, Jack 
Mason, H. O. Wentink, Mr. Hale, John 
Spady, Mr. Dudgeon, K. L. Lawson, E. 
J. Flowerday, L. P. Young and Marie 
Pearson. 
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York Area 
Beverly Smith, Correspondent 

Alice Lind, traffic department, and her 
mother are looking jubilant, and no won- 
der. Alice’s brother and his wife, of Omaha, 
have invited them on a three-week sight- 
seeing tour of Florida. Lucky people! They 
plan to leave by car from Omaha, March 
3rd. Please, Alice, soak up some of that 
wonderful Florida sunshine for us all... . 
Betty Reisbick, also of Traffic, is another 
of the fortunate ‘vacationers this month. 

. Last month “Rocky” Light, Commercial, 
attended the 25th anniversary open-house 
party of her parents at Polk. On the 15th 
of February, her grandparents, with whom 
she resides in York, celebrated their 45th 
anniversary. Vance Embrey, Alex 
Pauley and their wives spent a day in 
Omaha doing some shopping. . .. This 
early spring weather has almost con- 
vinced us it is time to start getting warmer 
clime clothes ready for the coming season. 
Our enthusiasm was somewhat dampened 
by a recent blizzard. But typical of Ne- 
braska, it’s suddenly sunny and warm 
again, and Spring can’t be too far away 
as we’re once more hearing talk of Easter 
outfits, robins and fishing. 


Katherine Cole, 
Associate Editor 


Congratulations to Bob Ross’ cat—he won 
First and Winner in the Siamese Class 
at the cat show in Dallas, Texas. (Con- 
gratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Ross, also!). 

Mr. and Mrs. B. J. Sievers spent a 
week in Rochester, Minnesota, going 
through the Mayo Clnic and visiting the 
city. They saw people fishing through the 
ice on the lakes and many wild game birds 
in a refuge there. We are happy that the 
Clinic gave them a good report... . Ruth 
Leuschner has received her first citizen- 
ship papers. We are glad to have 
Gloria Bowers and Berthamae Ward back 
after being at home a week because of 
illness. Ronnie Ahl has returned after 
his turn at having the mumps. We hope 
Marietta Hatfield will soon be able“ to 
leave the hospital. Darlene Russell, 
Ruth Leuschner, Jerri Morrison, Eilene Mc- 
Intyre and Opal Allison had a luncheon at 
Ned’s Restaurant for Velma Holstine be- 
fore she left our employ. . . . Joyce Grab- 
owski had a letter from Ethel Crosier 
Twing, former accounting department em- 
ployee, and Ethel is enjoying ranch life 
very much. . Ruth Leuschner decided to 
bake cookies one night and proceeded to 
turn on the oven but her son persuaded 
her to wait until morning and she never 
struck the match. Next morning when Ruth 
struck a match to light the oven there was 
quite an explosion and she was lucky to 
have only her hair and eyebrows burned. 

. Have you noticed Mr. Sievers walking 
up the stairs instead of taking the elevator? 
After his escapade with the elevator in 
the new building, we expect him to promote 
escalators. The day the company enter- 
tained the Kiwanis Club, Mr. Sievers and 


iJ 


15 fellow Kiwanians crowded in the last 
elevator bound for the meeting. The capac- 
ity of the elevator is 12. Between first and 
second floors the elevator came to a hall, 
and despite the men’s efforts to jar it 
loose by jumping, it would not budge. It 
was getting quite warm and panic was 
coming over some of the men when the tall- 
est in the group managed to open the 
emergency door. Then the smallest fellow 
was hoisted up through the door and he 
beat on the doors trying to signal help. 
Two more men were hoisted up and out and 
finally secured aid. Mr. Neff came with a 
a little stepladder which made their escape 
a little easier. All 16 men had to crawl out. 
One of the prisoners was the president of 
the club and in his absence the vice-presi- 
dent opened the meeting with. “Our presi- 
dent must have forgotten us today or per- 
haps he is stuck in an elevator some place.” 


In the absence of Ruth White, who has 
been ill, yours truly has taken over this 
column. Get well fast, Ruth, and hurry 
back. ... We have another new face in 
our office, although to some of us it isn’t 
new. Welcome back, Holly Sallenbach.... 
Two of the girls have received new rings 
just recently, but this time they are wed- 
ding rings. Congratulations, Connie and 
Carol... . If you have heard remarks about 
camels, veils, etc., don’t get frightened. It’s 
just Mary Lou Clark telling what her liv- 
ing conditions will be like at Bagdad, Iraq. 
Her husband is being transferred by the 
Government Health Department. Also, 
Margaret Hunnicut has left us. She decided 
to reside at North Platte. Good luck, girls. 
We’re sorry to lose you. 
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Associate Editor 


Warren Shuck and his crew are busy in- 
stalling new equipment at the “4” Office. 
Several of our employees have been 
absent from their duties a few days this 
month with the usual colds and flu. 
Howard Smith attended the wedding of a 
nephew at Harvard, Nebraska, Sunday, 
January 31. ... On February 13 a group 
of switchmen from the “5-7” Office and 
their wives enjoyed a steak dinner at Steve’s 
Steak House. . . . Our sympathy is extended 
to Ray Baldwin, whose mother of Castle 
Rock, Colorado, and whose uncle of Lincoln 
both passed away recently. . . . Ivan Pad- 
dack is a proud owner of a new 1954, two- 
toned, four-door Plymouth with all the 
trimmings. . . . Phyllis Kittle and husband 
took a short trip to Michigan to attend a 
wedding. 


In the days when the limit on ducks de- 
pended on the hunter’s aim and his supply 
of ammunition, ‘teenagers Tom Huddleston, 
former employee, and Ralph Connors, wire 
chief, Lincoln, pitched their tent in the duck 
country and here display the resulis of a 


morning’s shooting. The car is an ancient 
Buick. The era was 30 years ago. 


ene rail 
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Ruth Kadavy 
Associate Editor 
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You have probably all noticed the new 
glasses the members of the general com- 
mercial office are wearing. H. W. Spahnle, 
Dorothy Bader and even A. B. Gorman are 
all sporting new “specs,” which leaves 
George Walroth in a class by himself as 
the only one in the office without them. 
Now he is thinking of getting them. We 
guess he can’t stand not to be in style... . 
Our cracker-jack bowling team is now only 
two games away from the top, with Out- 
side Service in the lead. Quoting Ken 
Boshart. a very unreliable source, “We’re 
a little behind now, but the season isn’t 
over yet.” . Pat Tolhurst is doing her 
bit to help the girls volleyball team win the 
city championship. Pat sandwiches this in 
between her various other activities, includ- 
ing refereeing games and playing the piano 
for most of the goin’s on in Raymond, her 
home town. . The girls of the general 
commercial office enjoyed a very nice card 
party on February 25, with Marlene 
Kuhl as hostess. Of course, “Card Shark 
Ford” walked off with first prize. 
Speaking of Chris, she had a very hectic 
month last month, as far as accidents were 
concerned. ‘Two accidents in one month is 
pretty dangerous, Chris, better take it easy 
from now on. 
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J. S. Reed, 
Associate Editor 


On February 5, C. C. Donley and J. A. 
McKinzie arranged a no-host dinner at the 
University Club to honor A. H. Kroon. “Al” 
was the Automatic Electric Company fore. 
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man in charge of the C.O.E. installation at 
the 15th and M Street building. ... We 
were glad to have our former “boss-man,” 
F. E. Behm, drop in the plant office on 
February 5. Joy Dobbs was also a welcome 
visitor on February 10, and George Mehu- 
ron called on February 24. George has sold 
his home in York and now resides on the 
banks of the Blue at Beaver Crossing. The 
catfish will take an awful drubbing this 
summer! ... A. S. Keckler is starting a 
training course on the installation and 
maintenance of “3-9” telephone systems. 


Goueral Ivaffie 


Francine Hillier, 
Associate Editor 


Any resemblance between General Traf- 
fic and a madhouse is purely coincidental. 
One doesn’t dare leave his desk for fear it 
might not be in the same place it was when 
he left it. We are really having our face 
lifted, or we should say, torn apart. How- 
ever, the finished product is going to be 
mighty nice. The department should have 
some sort of a celebration when the re- 
modeling is completed. . . . Mrs. Watson, 
cafeteria stewardess, had a very busy week 
end with all of her family being home. In- 
cidently, she is a grandmother for the 
third time. . . . Reah Churchill has gained 
a son-in-law. But we know she could never 
be one of those heckling mothers-in-law. 

We would like to welcome Judy 
Cleavenger, transferred from the Lincoln 
operating room to our department. 
Beginning with next month’s edition, Carole 
Schulz will be the new Associate Editor 
for this department, and after April 2nd 
she will perch at the front desk (while 
yours truly is flitting around in the wild 
blue, courtesy United Airlines). Carole has 
indicated she will write news-packed col- 
umns for General Traffic. 
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9) Florence Tatman, 
Associate Editor 


Ralph Culver is back in the general shop, 
on a part time basis, after a five-months’ 
absence following a heart attack. It’s good 
to have you back, Ralph. The Baill 
Knee family has a new two-tone green 
Ford which is their pride and joy. We hear 
that some other people in the shop have the 
“bug” too but can’t seem to make the 
final step of parting with what it takes. 

Charles Hansen is number one on 
our 1954 vacation list. He was off a week 
to further his remunerative salesmanship. 
He says he came back rested, which we 
are inclined to believe, after weeks and 
weeks of concentrated figuring on the an- 
nual inventory. The inventory, by the way, 
was considered remarkably _ successful, 
thanks to all of you who cooperated and 
helped so willingly. 


The Back Page 


W. R. "Bill" Minich, Geneva 
Plant, always has a_ kind 
word or cheery whistle for 
the dog population of the 
town. His overtures are 
OAR = usually met with a_ snarl 
COS Oe, SOR from the beast, and a long 

. % chase which Bill loses more 
often than not. It has 
given Mr. Minich a complex, 
a dogphobia. In short, he 
is afraid of the creatures. 
A few days ago he met a dog 
so small and pleasant look- 
ing that even Bill felt no 
qualms as he _ approached. 
But the midget, for no ap- 
parent reason, reached over 
and nipped Bill sharply on 
the ankle as_ they passed. 
That did it! Mr. Minich 
wants it known that he is 
now at war with the whole 
canine family. 
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HEY WAIT-~-! 
MRS. MCDOWELL 
SPEAKING - - 


Nancy cConnealy, Business 
Office, Lincoln, wanted to 
have a word with 

Waldo McDowell, who was 
just passing her desk as 
the telephone rang. That's 
probably the reason Nancy 
didn't give her right name 
in answering the subscrib- 
er's call. 
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John Reed, General Plant, had one of his better days re- 
cently. John had purchased some white enamel in gallon 
cans and later decided he wanted it in quart cans. He was 
returning it to the store for this purpose. The can was 
poised perilously on John's shoulder as he entered the 
store and he stumbled on the threshold. The can broke 
open as it hit the floor and John spent the better part of 
a Saturday morning cleaning up the front end of the store. 


They grow them tall nowadays. Axel Berglund, Warehouse, 
needed some help in carrying a long iron-pipe to the 
blacksmith shop. He enlisted the aid of two young help- 
ers who swung the ends of the pipe to their shoulders. 
Axel, in the middle, tried vainly to be of help, but he 
couldn't quite reach the pipe, even on tiptoe. 


Gerald Caley, Fairbury Plant, works in a hooded jacket. 
On the way to a case of trouble at Jansen, Gerry felt a 
Persistent tickling at the back of his neck. He did 
not take the trouble to investigate before calling at 
the point of the trouble, changing the equipment and 


Clearing the fault. On his way back to the office he 
again felt the tickling and, reaching back, pulled one 
of his wife's nylon stockings from the hood of his 
jacket! 


Jack Geist, Printing Service, won the admiration of a 
large group of spectators as he was delivering bills to 
the bus depot during a rain squall. He took off his own 
raincoat and put it over the bills to protect them; but 
while crossing the street the wind caught the coat, and 
it took off for parts unknown. Jack didn't slacken his 
pace, but sped his precious cargo into the shelter of 
the depot before going in search of his lost apparel. 


NOTHING WRONG 
WITH YOUR MOTOR. 
ITS JUST THE OIL 
YOU'RE USING 


Wes Haas, General Shop, invested in a new brand of motor 
oil, designed for easy winter starting. Wes was happy and 
proceeded to tell all and sundry of his discovery, for the 
car started on the coldest mornings at the first flick of 
the starter button. After a time the motor began to sound 
like a concrete mixer and Wes enlisted John Hartz to tear 
it apart to find the cause of the commotion. After a full 
day's work John arrived at his diagnosis. There was noth- 
ing wrong with the motor except the oil that Wes had been 
recommending so highly. 
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ntroducing the 


mployee Induction 
Program 


The Employee Induction Program, introduced throughout the 
territory during the past few weeks in supervisor-group meetings 
is something new for LT&T. What it is and what may be expected 
from it is explained in this article authored by the Induction Com- 
mittee, who have labored several months in preparing the program 
for launching by the personnel department. Committee members 
are K. J. Boshart, chairman, G. P. Barney, B. J. Sievers and L. W. 
Cleveland. In the sequence of pictures, Ruth Hall, of Lincoln 
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About to apply for a job with LT&T, 


Miss Hall finds a friendly message on 


Commercial, poses as an applicant—and new employee—taking the door of the personnel office. 


the initial steps of the Program. 


To define the word “Induction” as it is associated with 
“Employee Induction Programs,’ means the a of 
introducing the new employee to his job. 

Induction is what you tell the new employee shout 
his job; what you say to sell him on working for your 
company; how you introduce him to his job, his associates, 
and his supervisor. How you show him what is expected of 
him will determine his future attitude toward his job. 
The purpose of the induction is to convince the new em- 
ployee that here is a place that offers job security and sta- 
bility; here is a place where the pay is fair and where raises 
and opportunity for raises and greater responsibilities are 
present. 

Induction programs are by no means new, as many 
companies have had long and varied experience in dealing 
with induction procedures. Interest in these programs has 
tended to rise and fall with changes in business activity 
which is an important factor in increased personnel turn- 
over rates. 

Employee induction programs are presented in many 
and varied forms dependent upon the needs of each in- 
dividual company and the objectives they desire to achieve. 
A program that would fit the needs of a company hiring 
a large number of new employees would probably be im- 
practical for the smaller company; however, even the 
smallest companies now recognize the importance of good 
induction programs and the value of getting the new 
employee off to a good start. A new employee’s first few 
pd on the job are difficult and trying, especially if the 


In meetings held at Hastings, Beatrice and Lincoln, the Induction 
Program has been introduced to supervisory personnel throughout 
the organization. In this picture Merle M. Hale, vice-president, is 
greeting such a group from the Eastern district and accounting depart- 
ments. Facing the camera from the ‘speakers’ table’ are M. C. 
Walker, B. J. Sievers, G. P. Barney, K. J. Boshart and Walter F. 
Roberts, who, with L. W. Cleveland, explained the aims and workings 
of the program. 
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“Welcome,” she reads. ‘Walk In.” 


work to be done is entirely new to him, and in those first 
few days he forms definite impressions about his job and 
the company he works for. First impressions are lasting 
impressions and it’s our desire, through the medium of 
an employee induction program, to make employees’ first 
impvessions of The Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph 
Company as favorable as possible. 

Considerable research and planning was done in pre- 
paring an employee induction program that would best 
fit the needs of new employees of LT&T. We believe that 
the program selected will be beneficial in getting the new 
employee off on the right foot as it contains tested and 
proven induction procedures that have been in use for many 
years. We further believe that, as a result of this program, 
the new employee will be better informed, better equipped 
to do the job assigned to him, and that it will develop within 
him a sense of loyalty for, and ccoperation with the com- 
pany of which he is a part. 

What can the new employee expect to gain, or how will 
he benefit by this program? In a well organized employee 
induction program the new employee’s questions are 
answered accurately by a capable supervisor and not left 
to chance whereby he may never receive the correct answer, 
or he may even get a distorted version from someone not 
qualified to answer. Many questions are in the mind of 
the new employee in connection with his job, company 
policies, company benefits, and none should be left un- 
answered so as to create future misunderstandings because 
of misinformation. Accurate answers enable him to know 
from the start what his rights and privileges are, and also 
his obligations. A well informed employee is a happier 
employee and friendly relations should exist from the 
start between him and the company for which he may 
work a lifetime. 

A good induction program contains provisions for 
periodic interviews between the employee and his super- 
visor. These private and confidential interviews enable him 
to discuss any troublesome problems he may have con- 
cerning his job that might otherwise never be known to 
his supervisor. Unresolved problems prevent the employee 
from doing his best work and they often result in unfavor- 
able working conditions. In most cases, after discussion with 
his supervisor, a satisfactory solution can be found for 
the employee’s problem which no doubt will result in a 
direct benefit to him, and it may also remove the obstacle 
that has prevented harmonious working conditions with 
his fellow employees. 

An employee who is properly inducted by a well or- 
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Prelude to employment is the preparation of the application form. 
It requires but a few minutes. The questions are designed to bring 
out the experience, capabilities and recommendations of the applicant. 
ganized plan will surely become an effective worker sooner 
than one who is left to find his own way. All jobs within the 
company are important and the new employee will be told 
how his job is directly associated with the department as 
a whole. Job satisfaction is the result of competent in- 
struction from the start of his employment. 

Induction programs not only benefit the employee but 
they are of benefit to the company as well. Perhaps the 
greatest benefit to the company is the reduction in the 
personnel turnover rate. Proper induction should prevent 
much unnecessary turnover, time spent in training re- 
placements, and other circumstances that interfere with 
efficient operation. There were 622 employees separated 
from LT&T’s payroll during the twelve months of 1953. 
This is at the rate of 52 employees per month. Many of these 
separations occurred in the early months of employment and 
it is generally agreed that a good induction program will 
reduce the number of early quits. By thoroughly acquaint- 
ing the new employee with his job and the company, and 
by showing genuine interest in him from the start, he may 
be prevented from becoming dissatisfied and quitting before 
he has made an honest effort to do the job assigned to him. 
Good employees are an asset to the company and every 
effort should be made to keep them once they are on the 
payroll. 

The company also hopes to benefit from the results of 
providing the employee with basic information about the 
company and its services. In a company such as ours that 
is affected by public interest, the employee represents the 
company off the job as well as on. Every employee, whether 
he realizes it or not, is a public relations representative of the 
company. A well informed employee can be of immeasurable 
value to the company in creating good will in his contacts 
with the public. 

Included in this program is what is called an ‘Induction 
Check List,” and it is considered by many companies as the 
most effective method of presenting an employee induction 
program in an orderly manner. The use of this check list 
affords the supervisor with a written record and he can 
be certain that each new employee receives all of the 
information contained in the program. This written record 
bears the name of the employee and when completed is 
filed with the employee’s personnel records for possible 
future reference. 

Our induction program is considered as a _ perpetual 
plan, not to be terminated after the first few weeks of 
employment, but to continue during the entire term of 
employment. Every effort will be made at all times to sell 
the employee on the company and his job. In short, we want 
employees to realize that they are a part of The Lincoln 
Telephone and Telegraph Company; that their work is im- 
portant; that they can take pride in the company’s achieve- 
ments and feel responsible for its efficient operation and 
high standing in the community. If these objectives are 
accomplished, they should insure reasonably contented and 
understanding employees. 


Next comes an interview with Joan Moorberg, personnel secretary. 
There is a vacancy for the position as clerk in Lincoln Commercial. 
Miss Hall's qualifications seem to meet the requirements for the job. 


Ruth in introduced to Waldo J. McDowell, business office manager. 
Another interview; an explanation of the work—and she is hired. 
Already she has learned of office hours, compensation, employee 
benefits, etc. 
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Ruth’s “sponsor,” Jean Baker, left, introduces her to other 
employees and helps in many ways to make her feel at home in the 
organization. With them at the cafeteria table are co-workers Polly 
Hostetler and Thelma Mahlman. 


a. 


The first pay day! Mr. Gaepoell apisian | payroll deductions for 
income taxes and social security. He tells of wage progression scales 
and the “hidden wages” contained in paid holidays, vacations, 
employee benefits, etc, 
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Frank H. Woods, then 41 years of age, 
was elected to the presidency of the 
National Independent Telephone Asso- 
ciation in December 1909. During most 
of his term he was an advocate of com- 
petition in the telephone indusiry. 


The annual banquet of the National Association in February 1911. Mr. 
Woods is seated beneath the banner at the center of the head table. 
convention President Woods and his Committee of Seven encountered 
skepticism and hostility from their fellow Independents. li would be another 
year before most of them would be able to “see the light’ and subscribe to 
cooperation and interconnection with the Bell. 


At this 


Shaping the Future 


The scene of our history shifts to the national stage and the 
adventures of Frank H. Woods in his role of chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Seven with intimate episodes from the Morgan-Bell- 
Independent conferences as told by Mr. Woods in an interview 
given the Lincoln Telephone News on February 12, 1952. 


In December 1909 Frank H. Woods went to Chicago 
to attend the convention of the National Independent Tele- 
phone Association. He was elected as its president. It was 
an unexpected honor, for while Mr. Woods had served as 
president of the Nebraska association and been active in 
committee work for the national organization, he had not 
been considered to be “in line’ for the highest office in 
Independent ranks. 

The national telephone situation at that time was 
critical. The intense competition between the Independent 
and Bell exchanges of Lincoln and other Nebraska towns 
was duplicated at innumerable points throughout the coun- 
try. A recent tightening of the money market had brought 
many Independent companies to the brink of insolvency. 

True, the Independents had the better of the Bell in 
most competing exchanges, having gained the most sub- 
scribers. In size and belligerency they appeared to be in 
the best position in their brief history. But their experi- 
ences were short in the telephone industry. Most of the 
Independents had much to learn about capitalization, costs 
and reserves. Additional capital, in the amount necessary to 
cure their ailments, simply could not be had. Small wonder 
that many of them were peering into the future with anxiety. 

The troubles of the Bell organization were of a differ- 
ent nature. A victim of the times, the Bell had already 
embarked on a policy to eliminate much of the troublesome 
competition by purchasing control of some of the larger 
Independents when it found itself engulfed in a sudden rise 
of public opinion against the so-called “vested interests” of 
the east and monopolies of major industries. Anti-trust 
laws had been recently established in several states, and 
utility regulation was spreading throughout the land, 

The anti-trust laws had been aimed at other concentra: 


tions of power, particularly in the oil and transportation 
industries, but they apparently encompassed the telephone 
business in their scope. 

Utility regulation came into being largely through the 
efforts of the Independent telephone industry and the 
political power wielded by its army of stockholders 1n 
eight thousand communities. In many states they had the task 
of getting the telephone declared a public utility and sub- 
ject to regulation under existing laws. 

Back to the convention of the Independents in Decem- 
ber 1909. The hall was full of disquieting rumors. One of 
the Association members, James S. Brailey, Jr., with 
mysterious and apparently unlimited capital behind him, 
was said to have purchased control of the Independent ex- 
changes at several large Ohio cities, together with the 
properties of two large long distance operating com- 
panies. His announced intention was to consolidate the 
Bell and Independent exchanges in these cities under the 
Independent banner. Brailey insisted that the Bell organ- 
ization was in no way connected with the project excepting 
in their agreement to sell him the local Bell plants to effect 
the consolidation. 

But a few days before the convention it was learned 
that title to all the properties had been transferred to 
a New York brokerage house. The word spread that the 
transaction had been inspired by the Bell. 

The Independents were furious. The new president 
wasted no time in laying the available facts before the 
attorney general of Ohio, who opened an investigation 
of the sale to determine if the state’s anti-trust laws had 
been violated. 

It was not long before proceedings were begun in 
various states, including Nebraska, for it suddenly became 
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Meanwhile LT&T was growing by leaps and bounds, as this 
Picture of 1909 vintage will testify. The rias of installers, troublemen 
and construction forces traveled the length and breadth of Lancaster 
County. Lincoln service was extended to ten locally owned exchanges 


evident that the Ohio purchase routine had been duplicated 
in other places. 

But the quarry in Ohio was not easily cornered. The 
firm of J. P. Morgan and Company suddenly appeared in 
the picture with the announcement that they now con- 
trolled and were preparing to make betterments in the 
Columbus property, and gave assurance that the several 
companies involved in the Brailey purchase would remain 
Independent. 


But the Independents knew of the long established 
financial connection between the House of Morgan and the 
Bell, and preferred to think that the latter had covertly 
and temporarily got rid of a “potato” that was too hot to 
handle. 

It was James Russell Lowell who once wrote: “New 
occasions teach new duties—time makes ancient good 
uncouth.” These were the times of great upheaval, or 
rather revolution, in economic thinking. Legality was only 
beginning to be replaced by ethics in the analysis of busi- 
ness transactions. J. P. Morgan, the elder, and Theodore 
Vail, president of AT&T, were both of the belief that com- 
binations were good for investors and the public. But the 
same public, the press, the state and national governments, 
were now intent on a witch-hunt to seek out and destroy 


the power of monopolies. 

This was probably the reason Morgan and Company 
announced their entrance into the telephone field as Inde- 
pendents, and opponents of the Bell. The Morgan tele- 
phone activities were guided by Henry P. Davison, a young 
wizard in business and finance who had risen to full part- 
nership in the great banking institution. It was Davison 
who pointed out the futility of the policies then in vogue. 
He flatly recommended that a mutual adjustment be made 
between the two factions. Universal service and the elim- 
ination of competition, he said, were the only salvation of 
the telephone industry. 

It is apparent that Theodore Vail had a sudden change 
of mind, although for a time he envisioned “universal 
service” as Bell System service, and had set about to bring 
such a happy event to pass. 

Frank Woods was not yet ready to reverse his opin- 
ion. He had fought the Bell to a standstill in southeast 
Nebraska and relished the thought of fighting them 
throughout the nation. ‘We know the benefits of competi- 
tion,” he said in November 1909. “It is here to stay.” 

Theodore Gary, former president of the National Inde- 
pendent Telephone Association, and a powerful voice in 
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in the county, while LT&T operated manual exchanges at College 
View, Davey, Havelock and Malcolm, and a dial exchange at Univer- 
sity Place. In a few months two automobiles would make their 
appearance, a high-wheel International truck and a Buick roadster. 


its ranks, came out no less strongly against universal toll 


service. 
Mr. Woods served his term as president of the Asso- 


ciation with distinction and fervor. Seldom did Lincoln 
see him now. The plight of the Independent industry 
weighed heavily upon him and it was apparent that the 
time was ripe when certain understandings were essential 
to the prosperity of the nation’s telephone business. 

It was in October 1910 that Mr. Woods announced that 
he now favored physical connection with the Bell System, 
making it clear that he was speaking for himself and not 
for the Association of which he was president. He said the 
public had the right to demand the broadest service that 
wire operating companies could furnish, and that under 
proper laws the good results of interconnection could be 
obtained without the evils of monopoly control. 

“Speaking personally, and for a large number of In- 
dependent telephone men over the country, I wish to say 
that we are in favor of universal service,” he said. “Repre- 
sentatives of the Independents will go before Congress 
and the state legislatures asking for passage of laws to 
compel interchange of service among all companies and 
over all lines, local and long distance, state and interstate.” 

It took great courage to make such a declaration, but 
the experience of the year had caused him to reverse his 
opinion and he wished to make his present position clear 
to all. It was one of the inherent qualities of this man that 
he would not stand upon a platform he was not prepared 
to defend. 

The matter was hotly debated in Independent ranks. 
To many of the old warriors the very thought was abhorrent 
and its utterance akin to treason. State Associations took 
up the question and, at first, the opinions weighed heavily 
in opposition to any taint of fraternization with the Bell. 
Mr. Woods was strongly censured by his comrades in arms. 
However, a committee was set up in the National Associa- 
tion to open negotiations and explore the possibility of 
national toll connections and other pressing Independent 
needs. This committee, later to reach fame and national 
prominence as the “Committee of Seven,” was composed 
of Frank H. Woods, chairman; Theodore Gary, Macon, 
Missouri, secretary; E. H. Moulton, Minneapolis; H. D. 
Critchfield, Chicago; Arnold Kalman, St. Louis; George L. 
Edwards, St. Louis; and B. J. Hubbell, Buffalo. The scope, 
power and accomplishments of this committee were later 
to become legendary. 

Conferences between the Committee of Seven, the 
Morgan interests and the Bell representatives were held 
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The plant office was the center of activity as 
the company continued its rapid growth. Here, 
M. T. Caster, plant superintendent, holds con- wire chief at Fairbury, 


sulation with two of his lieutenants, Guy Ven- 
num, wire chief, seated, and Charles Peterson, 
foreman. James Greenstone sits at the other 
roll-top desk. 


in several cities during the remainder of 1910 and were 
generally attended by a score or more of other Independent 
leaders who were intent in seeking a solution to their 
problems born of competition. 

The first series of meetings were held in the east. 
Theodore Vail attended some of them, though he left the 
bargaining to his lieutenants, Nathan C. Kingsbury, vice 
president of AT&T, and F. H. Bethell, president of the 
New York Telephone Company. Henry P. Davison was the 
voice of Morgan and Company. , 

This was Vail’s second connection with the Bell 
System. When still in his early thirties he was induced to 
take charge of the infant company and pilot it over the 
uncharted shoals of its first few years. Later he resigned 
and went to South America where he amassed a great for- 
tune in applying his knowledge of electrical science to the 
benefit of Argentine and her neighboring countries. In 
May 1907 he returned to succeed Frederick P. Fish as pres- 
ident of the AT&T. 

Mr. Vail recalled his early experience with “inde- 
pendents,” men who flagrantly disregarded Alexander 
Bell’s original patent. Most of them entered the field solely 
to sell stock in their newly formed companies, with neither 
hope nor intention of ever providing service. But Mr. 
Vail was soon to revise his opinion of Independent tele- 
phone men. Those who composed the Committee of Seven 
bore little resemblance to the franchise hawkers and 
stock jugglers he once associated with the word “inde- 
pendent.” : 

There was much talk but little progress in the confer- 
ence. Most of the members agreed that more efficient 
service to the public might be furnished if, in cities where 
competing exchanges were located, the stronger should 
absorb the other on an equitable basis with the view toward 
eliminating costly, inefficient competition. It was easy for 
everyone to give lip service to the premise that co-operation 
ought to take the place of the strenuous competition, but 
there was an unsurmountable divergence of opinion as to 
how to bring it about. 

The Committee of Seven was an exploratory group, its 
powers restricted by the fact that it had not been organ- 
ized or approved by the convention at large; but as time 
wore on, Frank Woods was commissioned to act for a 
number of the larger Independent companies, even so 
far as their outright sale if he deemed it necessary. 

The negotiations reached the breaking point more than 
once. Ancient bitterness and suspicion could not be cast 


J. C. “Red” Gear, present 


models the ensemble of a 
telephone lineman of 1910. “Red” 
was then with the Diller Tele- 
phone Company. 
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aside so quickly. The meetings had been originally sched- 
uled on invitation of Morgan and Company, but Frank 
Woods found Henry Davison particularly hard to deal with. 
The latter had recently declared under oath at a hearing 
in Washington that there was no “hook-up” between Mor- 
gan’s Ohio properties and the Bell, and many people be- 
lieved that the Morgan companies would remain as Inde- 
pendents. But Mr. Davison, under prodding of committee 
members, found it hard to keep certain aspects of a tie 
with the Bell from being revealed. 

It was during one particular bit of wrangling that it 
became crystal clear to Frank Woods that his supposed 
ally was actually a member of the enemy camp. All the 
dregs of disappointment, kept suppressed through weeks 
of fruitless parlance, now came pouring out in one great 
vocal explosion. “I can’t do business with you,” he shouted 
at Henry Davison, “you are nothing but a hireling!” Then 
he gave vent to his feelings in a tongue lashing that was 
full of fighting words and stamped angrily from the room. 

He was followed into the hall by an excited group of 
Independent owners who envisioned, with this outburst, 
the dashing of their hopes for an amicable and profitable 
settlement of their difficulties. The president of a large 
Michigan company came running after him. “You’ve spilt 
the milk! You’ve spilt the milk!” he repeated in a voice 
pitched high with excitement. ‘Go back in there and tell 
Mr. Davison you’re sorry.” Mr. Woods was still fuming. 
“You go back in there,” he stormed, ‘‘and tell him and the 
rest of them to go plumb to Hell!” 

It was eleven at night. It had been a long and weary 
day. Mr. Woods returned to his apartment at the Waldorf, 
went to bed and to sleep. He was awakened in the early 
morning by the ringing of his telephone. “This is Henry 
Davison,” said the voice at the other end of the wire. “Mr. 
Vail would like to see you if you are willing.” 

Of all things Mr. Woods might have expected to hear, 
this announcement was most remote. Why should the 
president of AT&T be asking to see him? Could it mean 
that there was still hope for a settlement, or was young 
Frank Woods to be told to go back home and stop bother- 
ing busy people? 

With these questions passing through his mind, Mr. 
Woods expressed pleasure at the prospect of again meeting 
Theodore Vail, and inquired when and where the great 
man would see him. He was doubly surprised to hear Mr. 
Davison’s reply: “He is right here at your hotel. Would 
you please come down to the lobby?” 
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The University Place automatic exchange 
began as a locally owned company and later 
became part of LT&T. In this 1908 picture 
we find A. L. Sypult, wire chief, at left, and 
Roy Cleveland, assistant W.C. at right. 


The mountain had come to Mohammed. 

The three lost little time in getting down to business 
and Theodore Vail and Frank Woods soon found a common 
bond. They were direct dealers who framed their thoughts 
bluntly but clearly. It was not long before they found 
themselves in agreement on many points: that had been 
subject to controversy in the former meetings. It may be 
said that on this day was born the perfect scheme of tele- 
phony which would offer subscribers an ability to talk 
by telephone to anyone, anywhere. 

It was well that this logical line of thought should be 
found at the head of the competing organizations, for it 
was shared by all too few of their compatriots. 

Mr. Woods revealed that he had, upon his person, 
written authority from many of the major Independent 
companies to sell, to compromise, or deal for them in any 
manner dictated by his judgment. As a matter of service 
to the public and survival of the industry there must be 
a cessation of hostilities, elimination of competition and 
interconnection of exchanges and systems. He thought it 
could best be accomplished by division of territory. Mr. 
Woods added that he was prepared to negotiate for the 
establishment of such territories or to sell the Independent 
properties, whichever Mr. Vail preferred. . 

The latter hurriedly disclaimed any desire to buy the 
properties. Already Washington was cocking an attentive 
ear to the numerous anti-trust suits filed against AT&T 
and its subsidiaries in several states. He wanted no more 
Ohio deals to haunt his dreams. He readily agreed that 
negotiations should proceed toward territorial divisions. 

There were other instances when the negotiations 
reached the point of impasse. Once they broke down com- 
pletely and with finality. Henry Davison was host at a 
dinner at New York’s swank Metropolitan Club; a farewell 
dinner for the weary negotiators. At the conclusion of the 
meal he expressed deep regret at their inability to reach 
an agreement and since the conference was fated to dis- 
solve he wanted to bid them all adieu. He then called on 
Frank Woods for a few words before they adjourned to 


go their respective ways. 7 | 
Mr. Woods had given no special forethought to his 
remarks, but as he began to speak he had the urge to 
explore another line of attack and perhaps find a chink 
in the armor of the imperturbable Henry Davison. The 
two young leaders were of the same age, yet Mr. Woods 
adopted the air of a patriarch as he thanked his host for 


the dinner and said he felt he should advise Mr. Davison, 
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Heavy telephone development in south Lincoln called for the erection of 
the South Office at 20th and Cherry Streets in 1909. This was the first of 
Lincoln’s satelite exchanges. To it were assigned telephones whose numbers 
carried the "’F’’ prefix. Now greatly enlarged, the ’’3’’ exchange still furnishes 
service to a large portion of south Lincoln. 


in this final gathering, of the position in which the Bell 
and Morgan interests would find themselves through fail- 
ure of the conference. 

He reminded the financier of the growing public in- 
dignation toward huge combinations and moneyed insti- 
tutions. He told of the anti-trust suits then pending in 
several states, and promised that there would be more. He 
pointed out—in a fatherly way—that the Ohio situation was 
intolerable, and lay vulnerable to legal attack. 

The barbs were shooting home. Henry Davison was 
more than nettled. His face was red and he was obviously 
trying to contain himself. Frank Woods couched his final 
advice in deep and paternal tones. He was making no 
threats, he said, but the Bell and Morgan people were mak- 
ing a great mistake in not meeting the Committee of Seven 
on valid, reasonable ground. 

That did it. Davison jumped to his feet in anger. “I 
want to say, to begin with,” he shouted, “that the firm of 
J. P. Morgan and Company does not need a guardian!” He 
hastened to defend his position and that of his firm but 
fury had clouded his mind. His utterances were not those 
of the suave business genius of a few moments before. He 
directed some fiery, personal remarks toward Mr. Woods, 
but withdrew them as he sensed their danger, explaining 
that his tongue misrepresented his thoughts. 

While he was trying to extricate himself and his dig- 
nity from the flaring of temper, Theodore Gary got to his 
feet and came helpfully to the rescue. “Mr. Davison,” he 
said, “I think this whole matter could be worked out along 
this sort of line—.’’ Then he explained a notion which, of 
itself, was of no great import. Henry Davison was grateful 
for the helping hand. He agreed that such a plan had much 
merit. Frank Woods sealed the truce by saying, “ I think 
Mr. Davison is right and I’m sorry we didn’t consider this 
angle while we were negotiating.” 

So high tempers had their place in the making of peace 
as well as the waging of war. As a result of this encounter 
the negotiations were resumed and were fated to run for 
many months before final agreement could be reached and 
the attendant details resolved. 

Meanwhile the Committee of Seven must go back to 
their people and sell them a medicine that was bitter and 
revolting to their proud Independent cores. A thousand 
times would some of them rather have the sickness than 
the cure. The further adventures of this committee and its 
accomplishments will be continued in future issues of the 
News. 
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Scenes 


FROM THE 


GENERAL TRAFFIC 
DEPARTMENT 


This month the camera carries us 
into the general traffic department 
where we find all its members at home 
in their beautiful new surroundings. 
The department has recently expanded 
in area, and its entire force is now 
quartered in the suite running the 
length of the general office building's 
third floor—east front. New partitions 
and a renovating project have added to 
the attractiveness of the office. 

In the pictures: (1) L. P. Young, 
general traffic superintendent. (2) Mary 
Bornemeier, supervisor of methods. (3) 
Richard B. Hobson, traffic equipment 
engineer. (4) Pearl Barnhouse, super- 
visor of methods. (5) Lloyd W. Cleve- 
land, traffic chief. (6) Myra Metcalf, 
traveling instructor. (7) Carole Schulz, 
secretary. (8) R. D. Andrews, traffic 
engineer. (9) Irene Combs, traveling 
instructor. (10) Judy Cleavenger, left, 
and Ruth Scholl, right, stenographers. 
(11) Elsie Andrews, senior supervisor. 
(12) Merlie Markuson, traveling in- 
structor. (13) Barbara Weiler, ad- 
vanced clerk. (14) Bernice Tyson, ad- 
vanced clerk. (15) Lola Hetherington, 
traffic staff assistant. 


Convention Notes 
HE 54th annual convention of the 
Nebraska Telephone Association 
was held at Hotel Paxton, Omaha, on 
March 23 and 24. LT&T contributions 
to the program included a report of the 
Public Relations Committee by A. B. 
Gorman, chairman; a brief talk on na- 
tional personnel work by M. M. Hale; 
and an address, “Realistic Human Re- 

lations,” by Walter F. Roberts. 

The Frank H. Woods pioneer chapter 
had a prominent part in the convention 
activities as co-sponsors with the Casper 
E. Yost chapter of both the Hobby 
Show and the Annual Pioneer Lunch- 
eon. which was held at noon, March 
24. 

The company’s fiftieth anniversary 
film, “Milestones of Service,’ was 
shown in the last general session and 
was highly acclaimed by a large and 
attentive audience. 


W.P.Conn Dies in Northwest 
JILLIAM P. CONN, former cable 


splicer, died of a heart attack at 
Buckley, Washington, on March 17. 
Mr. Conn had been a resident of var- 
ious points of the 
Northwest for most 
of the period fol- 
lowing his retire- 
ment in 1947. He 
was 73 years of age. 
Mr. Conn was in 
the telephone busi- 
ness nearly all of 
his adult life, his 
experience dating to 
W. P. Conn the year 1901 when 

he was employed by the Nebraska Tele- 
phone Company. He was with the Bell 
at St. Louis in 1903 and afterwards 
worked for independent companies at 


Hebron, Beatrice and Hastings, Ne- 
braska. 

He came to LT&T in 1906 but soon 
set out for the Northwest where he ap- 
peared in 1907 as an employee of the 
Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Com- 
pany at Seattle. In 1915 he moved 
farther northward to the British Colum- 
bia Telephone Company at Victoria 
where he remained for a year. 

He was with the Mountain States 
organization at Butte and Great Falls, 
Montana, from 1916 to 1924 when he 
returned to LT&T as lineman at Bea- 
trice. He became a cable splicer in 1926 
and received his merit rating as extra 
first class splicer—as indeed he was— 
on his transfer to the construction de- 
partment in February 1938. Mr. Conn 
retired from active employment June 
30, 1947. 


ACCIDENT REPORT SHOWS IMPROVEMENT IN 1953 


HE summary of plant department ac- 
cidents for 1953, compiled and pub- 
lished by the general plant department, 
brings heartening news. The number of 
lost-time accidents for the past year 
was nearly cut in half as compared to 
1952, while the time lost as a result 
of injuries sustained in accidents of 1953 
was actually less than half that for the 
previous year, 

J. A. McKinzie, general plant super- 
intendent, observed that it was gratify- 
ing to note the downward trend in lost- 
time accidents and that LT&T’s acci- 
dent rate for 1953 compares favorably 
with the national average for communi- 
cations companies. There was a sharp 
rise in no-lost-time accidents, however, 
but Mr. McKinzie believes this is a 
result of more conscientious effort on 
the part of employees to report all 
accidents promptly and_ accurately, 
which is as it should be. 


INJURY-ACCIDENT STATISTICS. 


Lost-time accidents 0 oovoveoobeooe eee. 
Days lost because of accidents .......................... 
Accident rate per 100 employees .................. 


No-lost-time accidents Rey We eT ee 
CAUSES OF INJURY-ACCIDENTS 


Poles: unloading, handling, ete. ...........0000.0cceeee. 


Climbers breaking Out 2000.........0.ccccccsccccssssscceenenee 
Improper position carrying matls. . 
Material slipping, dropping 

Trees, stumps, thorns, weeds 

Slipping, stumbling on stairs, etc. 
Improper procedure, unsafe acts . 
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The combvosite LT&T employee, showing 
the number, severity, and parts of the body 
affected in the 89 injury-accidents of 1953. 


The report indicates our greatest 
problem to be accidents to the eye and 
strains and sprains. Most of these, in 
1953, were minor injuries but they 
could have resulted seriously. The 
Saftey Code explains how such ac- 
cidents can be avoided, and employees 
are urged to give special attention to 
observing the precautions outlined. 


THREE-YEAR COMPARISON. 
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General Traffic News Hunter 
T’S a pleasure to introduce the latest 
member of the News family, Carole 
Schulz, who takes over the duties of 
associate editor and bearer of tidings 
from the general 
traffic department 
and Lincoln cafe- 
teria. Miss Schulz 
inherits the editorial 
job from Francine 
Hillier, who leaves 
us to become an air 
line hostess. 
Carole joined the 
company last Au- 
gust and has already 
become one of the faithful in employee 
activities, appearing as a member of 
the Christmas carolers and of the girls’ 
volleyball team. 


EXCUSE IT, PLEASE 


PMHE Moving Finger, having writ too 

swiftly, we'd like to lure it back to 
cancel half a line in the story of Rex 
Winders retirement, as told in last 
month's News. We are concerned with 
the paragraph describing the early days 
of Flexiduct, the Winders-Geist pro- 
duct, in which the News erred in not 
relating full fact and giving due credit 


to the othei party involved in its in- 


Carole Schulz 


vention and development. Not that the 
facts were unavailable, for they were 
published in the News of March 1948. 
Sorry, Alex. It was one of those things. 


Eighty-two bound volumes of the Lincoln Telephone News were distributed 
to employees who accepted the offer published in the December 1953 issue. The 
22 magazines issued during 1952 and 1953 were bound within one cover, the 
current order being the largest in the magazine’s 39-year history. Some notion 
of its magnitude is demonstrated by Associate Editors Joan Moorberg and John 
Reed as they form living bookends for the shelf of volumes. In the foreground 
is the complete library of the News, dating from 1915 to the present time. The 
open books contain the issues which were published in newspaper format between 


1934 and 1944. 


OUR COVER 

Our thanks to Ruth Hall, service 
representative of Lincoln Commercial, 
for her charming role as applicant on 
the cover and as freshman employee in 
the story of the Induction Program. It 
was only play-acting, for Miss Hall has 
several years of valuable experience 
and service to her credit. 


John and Alberta Spady 


Endow Hastings College 
M* AND MRS. JOHN SPADY 


were among the donors of a gift 
of $100,000 to Hastings College to be 
applied to the construction of a fine 
arts building on the college campus. The 
gift is a memorial to David M. and Kis- 
sandra Perkins, parents of Mrs. Spady. 
and former Hastings residents. The 
memorial was presented in the name 
of the several Perkins family members. 

Dale D. Welch, president of Hastings 
College, said the contribution was the 
largest single gift ever received in the 
history of Hastings College. It came 
as a climax to a building fund campaign 
which was drawing to a close when the 
announcement was made. 

The recital hall in the future fine 
arts building will be named Perkins Hall 
in honor of the parents of the donors. 
Mr. and Mrs. Spady made an additional 
gift of funds to be used for the purchase 
of a pipe organ for Perkins Hall. Mr. 
Spady is district manager for LT€&?T 
at Hastings. 
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Death of Former Traffic Chief 
Willard P. Kimball, who may be 


remembered by oldtimers as a former 
employee of LT&T, died at Marion, 
Kansas, on March 30 while enroute 
from California to his home in Minne- 
sota. Mr. Kimball was first an em- 
ployee of the Lincoln commercial 
department, being promoted to Eastern 
District traffic chief in February 1917. 
He went to St. Paul in the early 
‘twenties to join the Tri-State company 
which afterwards became part of the 
Northwestern Bell. He was traffic 
superintendent at St. Paul at the time 
of his retirement a few years ago. 


Excise Taxes Reduced 

Good news for telephone subscribers 
was one of the provisions of the new 
excise tax cut which President Eisen- 
hower has signed into law. The tax 
rate on long distance calls where the 
charge is over 24 cents now drops from 
25 to 10 per cent. The excise rate on 
local ayaa service is reduced from 
15 to 10 per cent. The effective date 
was April 1. 

While the reduction is gratefully 
received both by the telephone in- 
dustry and_ subscribers, nae was a 
measure of disappointment that  tele- 
phone rates fared no better in the 
general reduction than many “luxury ~ 
items and admission taxes to various 
types of entertainment. 


Anna Larson Succumbs to 


Long IIIness 


NNA A. LARSON, Hastings serv- 

ice assistant, died March 16 at Mary 
Lanning Memorial Hospital. Her death 
followed a prolonged illness, 

Miss Larson was 
born at Dorchester 
and later lived at 
Sutton, Clay Center 
and Harvard. She 
moved to Hastings 
in 1950. 


Active in fra- 
ternal and com- 
munity affairs, she 
was a member of 
Queen City Re- 
bekah lodge in which she was serv: 
ing as chaplain at the time of her death. 
She was vice-president of the Hastings 
Business and Professional Women’s 
Club, a member of the First Christian 
church and of the Frank H. Woods 
Pioneer Chapter. 

Miss Larson was employed as oper- 
ator at Sutton in 1923, moving to Clay 
Center in 1936, where she served as 
area commercial clerk. She went to 
Harvard as operator in August 1945 
and was appointed chief operator in 
May 1946. In April 1950 she trans- 
ferred to Hastings as operator and be- 
came service assistant in February 1952. 

Services were held at Hastings, 
Thursday, March 18, and interment 
that afternoon at Dorchester cemetery. 
where graveside services were conduc- 


ted by the Rebekah Lodge. 


Anna Larson 


Dixie Melvin, Fairbury Traffic, and Dick 
McDaniels were united in marriage Febr- 
uary 25 in the Presbyterian Church at Fair- 
bury. Rev. Miller read the marriage lines. 

E. D. Smith, Lincoln Construction, and 
Jacqueline Peters were married March 6 at 
Grace Lutheran Church in Lincoln. The 
couple will reside in Bennet where they 
purchased a home. 

Jean Sweet and Herbert Chase, and Jane 
Sweet and Delbert Chase were married in 
4 double ceremony at the Congregational 
Church in Crete on March 6. The marriage 
vows were read by Rev. J. F. Balzer. Jean 
and Jane were employed in the Crete traffic 
department. 


Revenue Accounting in 
New Home 


When the Lincoln traffic department 
moved to its new quarters in the 15th 
& M building the vast empty expanse 
of its former home was viewed with 
hungry eyes by several departments 
whose working space has been strained 
by growth in personnel numbers. The 
revenue section of the accounting de- 
partment was able to prove the great- 
est need. Its people have been working 
elbow to elbow for several years. 


The oid operating room and lounge on 
the third floor of the general office 
building thus became the new head- 
and is presently serving 95 stations. The 
space was entirely renovated to receive 
its new tenants. An acoustic ceiling, 
a tiled floor, new partitions and a paint 
job went into the preparatory work. 


The move was made the last of 
March. When the folks get comfort- 
ably settled we hope to introduce them, 
in their new environment, in one of 
our monthly picture pages. 


Another PABX Goes Into Service 


A new PABX system, to serve the 
Western Electric Company’s branch at 


Lincoln, was brought into service 
Saturday, March 27. The equipment is 
of the Automatic Electric finder-type 
and is presently serving 95 stations. The 
attendant’s board is designed to provide 
for 200 lines and 14 trunks. 

The installation was made in newly 
renovated quarters on the second floor 
of the main building, under general 
supervision of Walter C. Stewart, 
equipment foreman, with an able assist 
from Bob Blackford, Marvin Murphy 
and John Findley. Messrs. Stewart and 
Blackford are shown in the picture at 
left, flanking the attendant’s board. 
In the equipment room, pictured below, 
are Marvin Murphy, left; and John 
Findley, right. 

Ironically, the W. E. Company manu- 
factures, in its Lincoln plant, equipment 
of similar design and function for use 
by Bell operating companies. LT&T is 
an ancient and traditional user of Auto- 
matic Electric equipment. 
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OPEN HOUSE ACTIVITIES 


at LINCOLN S 15th&M BUILDING 


IN THE PICTURES: (1) and (2) Groups from the Hiram Club 
of Lincoln, Dean Hamilton and Roy Brendle explain the main dis- 
tributing frame. (3) The General Business Class of Teachers Col- 
lege High School watches Betty Nelson demonstrate the progress 
of a toll call. (4) The Goodyear Foremens’ Club hears Bill Huddles- 
ton explain the dialing of a local call. (5) The American Business 
Women in their visit of March 5. (6) The Soroptimist Club combined 
a business meeting with their tour of the building March 10. (7) The 
Northeast Rotary Club at refreshment time. (8) Den 4, Pack 48, 
Cub Scouts, with Chauncey Eggerss, left, and Mrs. David Cussek, 

den mother. (9) Peggy Albrecht, 

left; and LaVerne Ruddell, right; 

with a group sponsored by the 

Lincoln Altrusa Club. (10) End 

of the tour for Beta Sigma Phi, 

business girls’ sorority. (11) East- 

ern Star Kensington in the oper- 

ating room. Guides at right are: 

Evelyn Koch, Gladys Trumble 

and Virginia Stiles. (12) Dean 

Hamilton leads a group from the 

Credit Women’s Breakfast Club. 

Myrtle Henline, club member, 

stands next to Dean. (13) One of 

several groups of Back to the 

Bible employees. Chauncey 

Eggerss, lower right, is explain- 

ing impulse sending equipment. 


¥ CONTINUE DURING MARCH | 


March was a banner month for 35-year anniversaries, 
and they couldn’t happen to nicer people. Pictured at left 
veteran combinationman Harry S. Knudson is receiving his 
35-year pin from J. A. McKinzie, general plant superin- 
tendent. Mr. Knudson’s anniversary date was March 18. On 
that day in 1919 he joined the company as combinationman 
at Beaver Crossing. He later became troubleman and 
manager of the exchange before transferring to Valparaiso 
as manager in 1926. Harry came to Lincoln Plant in 1940. 
Onlookers in the picture are Ralph Connors, Charles B. 
Meshier, Roy M. Cleveland and Ray L. Clinton, all members 
of the plant department and closely associated with Harry in 
his daily routine. 


In the middle picture Leroy Winscot, David City Plant, 
occupies the front-center of a group assembled in honor of 
his 35th anniversary. Mr. Winscot’s service dates to De- 
cember 1918, a short break in continuity accounting for the 
March anniversary. He worked in the construction depart- 
ment for many years while maintaining his home in David 
City. Only recently he transferred to the local exchange 


forces as lineman. In the front row of the picture are K. J. 
Ferguson; Harvey Armagost, area manager; Mr. Winscot: 
and M. C. Walker, district manager. Back row: J. H. Roland, 
wire chief; Ben Docekal, O. B. Dill, L. J. Hanus, J. D. Behrns 
and H. F. Hansen, all of David City Plant. 


Shown at right is F. M. Strasser presenting the 
jeweled emblem to H. M. “Bud” Miller, of the general shop. 
Bud will not wear the emblem for the usual five-year period 
for he is well on the way toward his fortieth anniversary, 
having recently picked up additional credit of service for a 
World War I army hitch that had not previously reached the 
attention of the Benefit Committee. The galaxy of oldtimers 
watching the proceedings are Lowell Johnson, R. J. Donald- 
son, W. R. Knee, John Eisenbarth, J. A. Schellenberg, Kent 


Eno and Charles Riedel. 


Bud spent most of his long span of service as a truck 
driver for the construction department. In 1944 he suffered 
a severe illness of several months’ duration and on his return 
to health joined the general shop forces. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Benefit Claims Paid 


by the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during March. 


Mr. and Mrs. Lowell D. Keedy are the 
proud parents of a boy, Lowell Dean, born 
February 22.. Lowell is a member of the 
Auburn construction department. 


A son, Thomas Craig, was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Marcus Johnson on February 25. 
Marcus is employed in the plant depart- 
ment at Auburn. 

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond G. Mathis an- 
nounce the birth of a daughter, Michelle Rae, 
on March 3. Ray is employed in the con- 
struction department at Lincoln. 

A son, Michael John, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Duane Brown on March 8. 
Kathryn is employed in the traffic depart- 
ment, Hebron. 

Mr. and Mrs. Norbert Forsman are the 
proud parents of a girl, Teresa Lynn, born 
March 8. Norbert is employed in the con- 
struction department at Hastings. 


H. C. Ewing, father of Mabel Wieting, 
Beatrice Traffic, passed away March 11. 
Services were held March 15 at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church in Beatrice. 

Delbert R. Gillispie, father of Barbara 
Higgins, Fairbury Traffic, passed away March 
24. Services were held at May and Timm’s 
Mortuary at Auburn. 

John Sakryt, father of Anna Sakryt, Tobias 
Traffic, passed away March 24. Services 


were held March 27 at Tobias. 


Burning The Night Oil 

The four vocational evening classes which 
have been conducted over a period of ten 
weeks have completed their courses and the 
students graduated with honors. Two of the 
classes were pictured in the March News. 
The others are shown below. Below, lefi, is 
Oliver Hoffman's class in toll signaling, 
switching and transmission standards. At 
right is Al Reed's study group in telephoné 
fundamentals. 


Primary Members: H. F. Apking, Hebron 
pensioner, $46.00; Dorothy Bader, General 
Commercial, $10.00; G. M. Albury, Lincoln 
Plant, $10.00; W. P. Conn, Lincoln pensioner, 
$25.00; Ethyl Armstrong, Nebraska City Com- 
mercial, $65.35; C. J. Novak, Milford non- 
functional, $7.00; G. E. Miller, Lincoln Service, 
$10.00; D. C. Gilmore, General Plant, $10.00; 
Laura J. Baker, Lincoln Commercial, $20.00; 
C. G. Riedel, Lincoln Supply, $25.00; Evelyn 
Theesen, Hastings Traffic, $44.50; A. E. Dulin, 
Lincoln Service, $112.70; L. P. Young, Execu- 
tive, $50.00; F. M. Strasser, Supply, $86.40: 
Della Wilcox, Lincoln Traffic, $119.40; Marie 
Vidlock, Accounting, $6.00; Elaine Hawkins, 
Lincoln Traffic, $90.00; Helen DeBord, Fair- 
bury Traffic, $10.00; R. M. Green, Lincoln 
Service, $15.00; Ella Hansen, Lincoln Traffic, 
$170.00. 


Dependents: Mrs. H. W. Stroup, Lincoln, 
$49.35; Mrs. J. R. Shipp, Lincoln, $106.50; Mrs. 
W. F. Roberts, Lincoln, $15.00; Ralph Hohn- 
stein, Lincoln, $7.50; Jack Billings, Jr., Fair- 
bury, $6.00; Mrs. W. E. Hayes, Lincoln, $91.01; 
Mrs. Ben H. Baer, Lincoln, $92.63; Jo Ann 
Keogh, Hastings, $109.66; John Keogh, Has- 
tings, $51.98. 


M. D. Chamberlain 
Lincoln 
30 Years 


C. C. Donley 
Lincoln 
45 Years 
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Minnie A. Schlitt 
Hastings 
25 Years 


M. W. Franklin 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


Darlene Multer 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


V. B. Hutchison 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


Service Anniversaries 


Forty-Seven Years 
L. P. Young, Lincoln. 


Forty-Five Years 
C. C. Donley, Lincoln. 


Forty-Three Years 
F. M. Strasser, Lincoln. 


Forty Years 
Merlie V. Markuson, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Seven Years 
Lillian Bader, Nebraska City; E. J. Eiche- 
nour, H. M. Miller, W. P. Shuck, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Six Years 
C. J. Crew, Geneva. 


Thirty-Four Years 
Grace A. Hauschild, A. C. King, Lincoln: 
Eva T. Stutz, Hebron. 
Thirty-Three Years 
J. J. Brockmeyer, Beatrice. 


Thirty-Two Years 
Hazel Hagenbuck, Wahoo. 


Thirty-One Years 
Ardell Robison, Lincoln. 


Thirty Years 
M. D. Chamberlain, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Nine Years 
Ruth E. Goslin, Lincoln; J. C. VanNord- 


heim, Hastings. 


Twenty-Eight Years 
Sterling G. Nelson, York. 


T. W. Ryan Virginia A. Baker 
Tecumseh Geneva 
20 Years 10 Years 


Twenty-Seven Years 


E. T. Little, Auburn; E. M. Massie, Friend; 
T. M. Ray, Beatrice. 


Twenty-Six Years 
H. T. Drake, Tecumseh: I. D. Livingston, 
Nebraska City; Beata M. Merz, Seward. 


Twenty-Five Years 


M. W. Franklin, V. B. Hutchison, Dar- 
lene E. Multer, Lincoln; Minnie A. Schlitt, 
Hastings. 

Twenty-Three Years 

Harold Brady, Lincoln; Mary T. Jackson, 

Fairbury; Mabel E. Wieting, Beatrice. 


Twenty-Two Years 
Howard Spahnle, Lincoln. 


Twenty Years 


A. J. Cox, Lincoln; G. L. Oglesby, Auburn; 
T. W. Ryan, Tecumseh. 


Nineteen Years 


Josephine M. Placek, Nebraska City. 


A. J. Cox G. L. Oglesby 
Lincoln Auburn 
20 Years 20 Years 


Emma M. Ebbeka P. V. Eckles 
Geneva Edgar 
10 Years 10 Years 
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Seventeen Years 
Mildred E. Hughes, J. A. Schellenberg, 
Lincoln. 
Thirteen Years 
R. E. Grant, B. M. Wedgwood, Lincoln. 


Twelve Years 
Viola C. Dunn, Fairbury; R. C. Humiston, 
Plattsmouth; D. G. Rutledge, Weeping 
Water. 
Eleven Years 
Elizabeth Kroeger, Lincoln. 


Ten Years 


Virginia A. Baker, Emma M. Ebbeka, 
Geneva; P. V. Eckles, Edgar; Mary Tice, 


Lincoln; Frances Erwin (March Anniv.) 


Nine Years 
Avis I. Collar, Pawnee City; Evelyn R. 
Koch, Stella S. Sowers, C. S. Whittington, 
Lincoln. 
Eight Years 
C. A. Delett, J. E. Findley, D. R. Swan- 


son, Lincoln; Arlene M. Hunsche, Crete. 


Seven Years 


Virginia J. McCord, Fairbury. 


Six Years 


O. L. Clark, M. M. Heath, L. W. Ward, 
Lincoln: Phyllis A. Lukassen, David City; 
B. B. Strayer, Crete; J. L. Summers, Mildred 
M. Weiser, York. 


Five Years 
Luetta Bacon, Hastings; Betty A. Christen- 
sen, Nebraska City; J. L. Story, Lincoln; 
Martha M. Vculek, Fairbury. 


*” é ‘ 
Frances Erwin 


Mary Tice Fairbury 
Lincoln 10 Years 
10 Years 


PROMOTIONS 


TRANSFERS 
TITLE CHANGES 


"Geraldine D. 
McNeely 


Martha M. 

Vculek 
Commercial 

Mary E. Hansen, operator, Traffic, to clerk, 
Lincoln. 

Phyllis J. Hartley, clerk to teller, Lincoln. 

Polly J. Hostetler, machine operator, Ac- 
counting to clerk, Lincoln. 

Mae L. Parde, operator, Traffic, to clerk, 
Beatrice. 

Plant 

D. B. Boerrigter, groundman to lineman, con- 
struction, Lincoln. 

G. E. Damon, combinationman to. switch- 
boardman, Auburn. 

D. I. Haith, groundman to lineman, con- 
struction, Lincoln. 

H. F. Hansen, lineman, exchange, to combin- 
ationman, David City. 

Chris Lyberis, switchboardman to switchman, 
Central Plant. 

Delvin L. McCoy, groundman, exchange, to 
combinationman, Tecumseh. 

D. S. Weber, groundman to lineman, con- 
struction, Lincoln. 

Traffic 

Helen E. Campbell, operator to service as- 
sistant, Hastings. 

Norma J. Cuthbert, operator, Beatrice to 
Fairbury. 

Geraldine D. McNeely, operator to service 
assistant, Wahoo. 

Martha M. Vculek, operator to service as- 
sistant, Fairbury. 


TEMBA Issues New Schedule 
of Benefits 
\' EMBERS of the Telephone Em- 


ployees Mutual Benefit Association 
have received a neat 16-page booklet 
containing revised by laws and describ- 
ing the new schedule of benefits which 
were approved in the annual meeting of 
the association held January 16. Neces- 
sarily, the payment of greater benefits 
brings a resultant increase in dues. 


The new schedule, which amplifies 
benefit payments from 25 to 50 percent, 
became effective March 16. The rapid 
increase in costs for medical care and 
hospitalization during the past few 
years has rendered the older schedule of 
benefits too low to provide adequate 
coverage. Under the new schedule the 
dues are as follows: 


Member with dependents $2.00 
With dependent wife 4.00 
With dependent children 2.75 


With dependent wife & children 4.75 


S. F. Bush Reports 


R. AND MRS. S. F. BUSH, who 


have been putting miles behind 
them since Mr. Bush’s retirement last 
October, have settled down, tempor- 
arily, in Sunny Cal. “I am still a man 
of leisure and so far have enjoyed it 
very much,” says Si. “We now have an 
apartment very near to our daughter’s 
sO we are getting well acquainted with 
our grandchildren.” The Bushes ex- 
pect to be back in Lincoln for a brief 
stay late in the summer. Their present 
address is 16 Arrow Head Lane, Menlo 
Park, California. 

Mr. Bush served for many years as 
traveling auditor and enjoyed wide 
acquaintanceship among employees 
throughout the territory. 


Headlines 


CAROL BROERS was one of the pledges 
of Nebraska Alpha Omega chapter of Beta 
Sigma Phi at the ceremonies marking the re- 
tirement of VERA ORTON as president of 
the chapter last month. Both Miss Broers and 
Mrs. Orton are commercial clerks at Nebraska 
City. 


A. B. WATERS was appointed by the Lin- 
coln City Council to membership on the 
newly formed Juvenile Crime Prevention 
Committee, the announcement being made 
on March 16. The committee is designed to 
work with existing agencies and channels on 
juvenile problems and their solution. Mr. 
Waters is district commercial manager at 
Lincoln. 


-- Congratulations are in order for HOWARD 
SPAHNLE, commercial engineer, on his re- 
cent election to the presidency of the Lincoln 
Optimist Club. Mr. Spahnle served during 
the past year as the club’s vice president. 


Mr. and Mrs. T. C. WOODS appeared on 
the nationwide morning television show, 
“Today,” as they prepared to embark on a 
European voyage on March 25. It was rain- 
ing on the waterfront that morning and the 
appearance of LT&T’s president and first 
lady was more brief than had been originally 
planned. 


L. C. “Smick” WILLIAMS, of Stroms- 
burg, with his doubles partner, Frank Nord- 
berg, survived a series of elimination contests 
to enter the Five State Bowling Tournament 
at Sioux Falls, South Dakota, on April 3 and 
4. The Stromsburg athletes did themselves 
proudly, sweeping the doubles event by a 
wide margin in posting the high scratch and 
high handicap scores. Smick’s effort in this 
series was a blistering 614. We will have 
more to tell on this subject in next month’s 
News. 


K. L. LAWSON, general commercial 
superintendent, was one of four new mem- 
bers elected to the board of directors of the 
Nebraska Telephone Association at the an- 
nual convention in Omaha, March 23-24. 


We Extend a Cordial Welcome to These New Employees 


Date Date 
Name Position Exch. Employed Name Position Exch. Employed 
TRAFFIC 
WOON. FR. BOG Ushers mes ccsecccdasnates Operator... Beatrice ........ Mar. 8 
ACCOUNTING . Shirley A. Bolejack...... witdienté cad Operator.........0....... Auburn .......... Feb. 15 
Marthe d : Bevan sosccrcpesen tiscee) REE s cicsscrnregnoetts Lincoln .......... Mar.22 Josephine S. Coy. cece Operator... Lincoln .......... Mar. 22 
Shirley J. Dooley................. siti Re Be Operator (P.T.)........Plattsmouth..Mar. 22 
COMMERCIAL LaVetta F. Dunn (Re-emp.)........Operator...._....._.......... Superior ........ Mar. 8 
Betty I. Beebe (Re-emp.).............. CASHIET iicsiodesncoass Osceola ........Feb.15 Barbara J. Higgins (Re-emp.)...Operator..................... Fairbury ........ Feb. 22 
Lorena D. Lockhart (Re-emp.)..Clerk (P.T.)............... Syracuse ....Mar. 3 Margaretha A. Hurd (Re-emp.)..Operator...__........... Hastings ........ Feb. 
7 5 eo a | Donna M. Junge......0...00.-. eee. Operator... .-¥ork _..............k°eD. 
Ruth E. Owen (Re-emp.).............. Clerk Cae en sodden wierd eanceln Taine o— Lara Tene. sine Gperstor (Ba)... Wymére ....War. 5 
Claribel J. Stanley....... seaenadauaatecsed he) = og | ee eee -Lincoin .........Mar. 15 Anita E. Lang............... ieee Operator... Beatrice _...Mar. 8 
PLANT DeLoris M. Lowery......................... Operator..................... Lincoln .......... Mar. 15 
Maxine L. Pittman (Re-emp.)...Operator...............Lincoln ........ Mar. 15 
Rex E. King..........0..00.0....0........-.....Groundman, Const...Lincoln .......... Mar.23  parlene J. Wanek _. eta ths Operator... Crete ....... Mar. 1 
Oberlin K. Minder.........00..0..0002..: Groundman, Const. Lincoln ....... Mar.22 Lois I. Winterfeld.......... ..Operator._.____......... David City ..Mar. 22 
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4 Eastern District 


Betty Miles, 
Associate Editor 


David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 

Visitors at our office this past month were 
Marvene Bowen of Crete and Messrs. 
Walker, Young and Cleveland of Lincoln. 

. Irene Swan, H. W. Armagost and J. H. 
Roland were in Lincoln on March 19 for a 
general meeting. . . . Nadine Kracman and 
Donna Hotovy went to Omaha one week 
end recently. While touring the shops Mrs. 
Hotovy insisted on modeling some unusual 
clothes for Miss Kracman. Seems they 
were the long white dresses with trains and 
veils. Evelyn Kucera joined them in Fre- 
mont and all returned the next day.... 
If you see flamingo, green and blue spots 
before your eyes, don’t rush to the nearest 
exit, it’s only Lucille Helgoth entering the 
operator’s room. Lucille is doing some 
interior decorating in her home. . . . A new 
phrase has been added to the traffic 
vocabulary. A subscriber dailed in and 
reached the local operator instead of the 
toll operator. Very politely the local operator 
requested, “Will you please hang up and 
dance for Long Distance?” 

Nebraska City Area 
Carol L. Broers, Correspondent 

Al Letellier is back at work after an 
illness of five months. . .. Raymond Kin- 
Nison stepped on a rock and sprained his 
knee. He has his leg in a cast and will be 
off work for about five weeks. Hurry back, 
Ray! ... Ernest Barney, Lincoln, is in- 
stalling toll dialing equipment in the office 
at Nebraska City. .. . Lillian Bader, Ivan 
Livingston and A. M. Newens attended a 
general meeting held in Lincoln, Friday, 
March 19th. ... Velma Abker started one 
week of her vacation March 21st. She is 
spending it at Mayo Brothers Clinic in 
Rochester. ... Mr. and Mrs. George 
Placek visited recently in Humboldt... . 
Shirley Gruber and her husband adopted 
a nine-week-old boy. They have named 
him Danny Ray. The girls had a shower 
for Shirley, and Danny Ray received many 
nice presents, including a play pen and high 
chair. . . . Evelyn Denson and family and 
Mr. and Mrs. Al Letellier attended a hobby 
show held in Auburn recently. . . . Carolyn 
Teten, a former operator, and her infant 
son visited the traffic department the other 


day. 
Wahoo Area 
Mary Beaty, Correspondent 

A St. Patrick’s day party was given by 
Mary Beaty and Hazel Hagenbuck at the 
Hagenbuck residence on March 16th. After 
an evening of various Irish games and 
fortune telling, lunch was served to the 
seventeen guests. Prizes were won by Inez 


Olsen, Ethel Daharsh, Marlene Thompson 
and Anne Palensky.... Geraldine McNeely 
has returned to work after a two-weeks’ 
absence, recovering from an appendectomy. 
It must be contagious, as Leona Yarmon 
entered the hospital March 29th and 
Marjorie Miller, March 30, both for 
appendectomies. . . . Those who have been 
confined with the flu are Norma Nelson, 
Anne Palensky and Dewey Olsen. All are 


“Mystery Tower’ Ascends 
From 15th& M Building 


The cause of much curiosity and 
speculation by Lincoln citizens is the 
microwave receiving tower which has 
been climbing skyward from the top 
of the new 15th and M building. The 
tower will support a huge parabolic re- 
flector beamed toward an intermediate 
tower at Gretna, and thence to Omaha 
where connection will be made with 
various national T-V networks, 


The lower part of the tower is so 
designed that its beams and columns 
may become an integral part of the 
building when additional floors are 
added to the present three-story struc- 
ture. 


It is expected that the installation of 
tower and microwave equipment will be 
completéd early in June. Details of this 
new endeavor of LT&T will be pub- 
lished in the May issue. 
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feeling better at this time. . . . Yours truly 
enjoyed a week’s vecation spent in getting 
settled in her recently completed new home. 


Paula Otte, 
Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Shirley Stock, Dorothy Biggerstaff and 
Emma Lee DeJonge, Correspondents 

We are all happy to have Della Gerdes 
with us again following surgery. She re- 
turned to work on March 2 and apparently 
is feeling quite well. Rita and Don 
Yates, Beverly and Earl Dettmer, Shirley 
Stock and John Nincehelser attended the 
“Run for your Money” TV program in 
Omaha. After the program they had dinner 
and planned to go to the Argentine Rocca 
and Hans Schmidt wrestling match but 
found that tickets were not available... .- 
Attending the state basketball tournament 
in Lincoln were Helen Dettmer, Lee Casey, 
and Alice Haddox. ... Alice Haddox, Wilma 
James, Helen Dittmer, Rita Yates, Joan 
Stephens and Marilyn Coad enjoyed a de- 
licious steak dinner at the home of Roberta 
Rademacher at Johnson. The afternoon 
was spent horseback riding and everyone 
had a “truly wonderful” day. . . . Wanda 
and Gary Gardner and Shirley Bolejack 
were among a group of young people who 
went to Sycamore Springs to roller skate. 

. June Vanarsdall and Roy Brittain re- 
cently enjoyed a dinner at Tony and Luigi’s 
in Lincoln. Following dinner they attended 
a show. Attending a recent dance at 


Syracuse were JoAnn Taylor, Don Rohrs, 


Wilma James and Bob Bell . ... Operators 
particularly will chuckle at the story Doris 
Peterson tells about one of the new phrases 
which is used when operators are asked to 
notify the party when their three minutes 
are up. The story is—one afternoon when 
Doris was busy, but not rushed, she 
answered the light, recorded the call, and 
when she was asked to notify the party 
when the three minutes were up, Doris said 
the correct phrase, “I will try to notify you 
but I might be busy on another call.” To 
this the little lady placing the call replied 
very quietly, “Maybe I had better place 
my call later, when you are not so busy.” 
Don Haith, son of Manager Ivan Haith, 
has enlisted in the United States Navy. 
He took his physical examination at Omaha, 
March 11, and was sent to San Diego, Cali- 
fornia: 
Beatrice Area 
June Carman, Correspondent 

Pansy Kechely and family spent the 
week end in Liberty visiting her parents. 
Her son, Dean, recently underwent a minor 
operation at the Mennonite Hospital. . . 
Irma Arnold visited her son and family in 


Denver over the week end. Edith 
Ledtke, of Ogallala, former service assist- 
ant, visited a few days with Marcella Will. 
. Ruth Kiesow Block and baby visited 
recently in the traffic room. They will soon 
leave for Nuremberg, Germany, to be with 
Lieutenant Block. ... Beverly Rotzin’s son, 
Jack, has joined the Air Corps. He is sta- 
tioned at Camp Lackland Air Base, San 
Antonio, Texas. ... Traveling Chief Oper- 
ator Irene Combs was with us for two days. 
Dorothy Mapes has decided to keep 
house for herself and is moving into an 
apartment. We will all invite ourselves to 
sample your cooking, Dorothy. . .. Alma 
Norman and Donna Ehman are taking toll 
training. Hedwig Elmshaeuser is their in- 
structor. Edna Mahloch and family 
spent a week end visiting relatives in 


Omaha. . . . Mabel Wieting is vacationing 
at this time and is spending it quietly at 
home. 


a. Crete Area 
Loretta McIInay, Correspondent 


Wire Chief William McOmber is back on 
the job again following treatment at the 
Mayo Clinic at Rochester, Minnesota... . 
March 20 marked the 93rd birthday anni- 
versary of Mrs. August Renner, mother of 
Chief Operator Elizabeth Johnson. Mrs. 
Renner was the recipient of five birthday 
cakes. . .. Mr and Mrs Carl Claus cele- 
brated their Golden Wedding anniversary 
recently. Mrs. Claus is janitress at Crete. 

Fairbury Area 
Velda Wagner, Correspondent 

Barbara Higgins, a former employee of 

Auburn, Nebraska, and Albuquerque, New 


Season Ends for Winter Athletes 


LT&T Volleyball Team. At left, top to 
bottom: Harold Brady, Mavis Vermeer, 
Charlene Livers, Carole Schulz, Sharon Law- 
son, Jody Hartley. 

At right, top to bottom: Betty Thompson, 
Margie Wehmer, Norma Johnson, Pat Tol- 
hurst, DeLoris Blome, Verletta Gable. 


LT&T Basketball Team, 
upper row: Don Bloom, 
Ervin Pfeifer, Demas 
Griess. Bottom row: Jack 
Caldwell, Jack Manka- 
myer, Jack Geist. Not in 
picture: John Machisic, 
Darrell Cottingham and 
Ron Cotton. 


The LT&T volleyball and basketball 
teams have packed away their suits 
after a busy season. It’s unfortunate 
that neither was able to add a trophy 
to the company’s collection, for each 
team bordered on the brink of great- 
ness, making up for lack of experience 
and practice by an unbounded enthusi- 
asm that brought them several un- 
expected victories. 

The volleyball girls did not organize 
until the league season was half over, 
joining the Lincoln Class A league in 
January, after which they posted five 
victories against six defeats. Harold 
Brady, Printing Service, perennial man- 
ager and coach, was in charge of team 
activities. 

The basketball team competed in the 
tough B-1 City League; an eleven-team 
organization, where they showed a 
season’s record of six wins and four 
losses. They finished in fourth position 
in the final team tabulation. The team 
was managed by Jack Caldwell, of 
Lincoln Commercial. 


Mexico, is now employed here in the traffic 
department. Another new operator, trans- 
ferred here from Beatrice. is Norma Cuth- 
bert. . . Visitors last week were General 
Plant Superintendent McKimzie, General 
Traffic Superintendent Young and Directory 
Salesman Al Zehrung. JoAnn Sabin 
spent the week end at her home in Kansas. 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 

The Tyler Ryan family completed the 
task of moving into their new house and 
they like it so well they think they’ll stay 
a while. Mr. Ryan can point with pride to 
the many feet of wall space he covered with 
paint during his “vacation,” but the result 
of all that work is beautiful. ... The custom 
of celebrating birthdays is flourishing in the 
traffic department. Latest celebrants were 
Bonnie Bicknell and Darlene Schulte, in 
whose honor the other girls had a party 
complete with food and a nice big birthday 
cake. ... Norma Lee Hahn and Clara Cos- 
tello were hostesses at a _pink-and-blue 
shower for Mrs. Dorothy Agena; and Mrs. 
Nancy Troeger was likewise honored by 
Shirley Hagelback and Ines Meister. . 
Among the enthusiastic rooters for the 
Tecumseh Indians during the State basket- 
ball tournament at Lincoln were Bill Eckles, 
Ted Husing, Raymie Johnson, Henri Gor- 
acke, Bonnie Bicknell and Shirley Hagel- 
back. - Henri Goracke claims she is not 
a hea ‘Base ean but she got a lot of 
practice while some relatives from Minne- 
sota were visiting her. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
Velma Bock, Correspondent 


Nata Hershey attended the Beta Signa 
Phi friendship breakfast at the Blackstone 
Hotel, Omaha, February 21... Miss 
Hershey also had a birthday in March and 
treated the girls with home-made fudge. 

. Welcome visitors in our offices were 
A.T.&T. and Northwestern Bell represent- 
atives, Mr. Holm from Houston, Texas, Mr. 
Ramsey from Kansas City. and Mr. Walther 
from Omaha. 


Hastings Area 
Luetta Bacon, Correspondent 

It seems to have been a rather dull 
month. Several of the girls have been 
victims of the well-known flu bug. Edith 
Seward has been ill for several weeks with 
a throat infection ... Ah! Vacations have 
Started. Carolyn Swedlund spent hers just 
staying home catching up on the many 
things she wanted to do . . . Betty Kluver, 
on a short leave of absence, visited points 
west, including Reno, Las Vegas, Los 
Angeles, San Francisco and San Diego. She 
reports a very good time—and why not?... 
Ruth Compton spent a week end visiting 
her daughter end family in Fulton, Missouri. 
Evonee Snyder and Betty Kluver 
journeyed to Omaha for a bit of shopping. 


The selection and use of various types 
of fire extinguishers were demonstrated 
to Lincoln male employees last month, 
and most of them admitted afterwards 
they had learned a great deal about an 
art they hoped they would not have 
occasion to apply. Henry Badberg, as- 
sistant chief of Lincoln Fire Depart- 


ment gave a short preparatory talk ex- 
plaining the different types of fires and 
the selection of fire extinguishers to 
combat them. 

In the picture, Chris Lyberis, Lin- 
coln Plant, takes a turn at extinguishing 
a gasoline fire with pressurized dry 
powder equipment. 


. . From the commercial department we 
are told that on March Ist, in honor of Mr. 
Dudgeon’s fortieth anniversary, the com- 
mercial girls treated Jim and Mrs. Dudgeon 
to dinner. 


Hebron Area 
Mary Wright, Correspondent 


Mr. and Mrs. Bob Lemkau_ recently 
visited relatives in Sutton. Tommy 
Hedges and crew are working in the Hebron 
area, rebuilding some lines. 


Stromsburg Area 
Betty Beebe, Correspondent 


The Osceola commercial office has taken 
on that “new look” with completion of the 
redecorating job. The walls are painted an 
April Green, giving the office a light, cheery 
appearance . .. Mack Nickell, cable splicer 
from Lincoln, has been working in the 
Stromsburg area the past two weeks. 


Superior Area 
Betty Jo Peery, Correspondent 

On March 10th a triple shower was held 
for Irene Barfknecht, Beulah Frericks, and 
Emily Jo Noren. Irene and Beulah are 
moving to the farm, while Emily Jo, who is 
getting married April 18, will be moving to 
Georgia ... We are glad to have Lavetta 
Dunn back with us again ... Donna Lee 
Jeppesen was maid of honor at her sister’s 
wedding on March 14 ... Jolene Loop is 
going to Sioux City soon, where she will be 
shopping for her trousseau ... Kathryn 
Rust has been vacationing at home, and 
Emily Jo Noren will start her vacation on 
March 21 Clara Mae Chambers was 
one of the many from Superior who donated 
blood to the Red Cross this week ... On 
March 17, thirty-six Southward Third 
Grade pupils visited our office and building. 
We received a very nice “thank you” note 
telling us how much they enjoyed the visit. 


Sutton Area 
Catherine Cassell, Correspondent 


K. J. Boshart, training supervisor from 
Lincoln, visited the Sutton office March 16. 

. . Manager Mankamyer attended the 
basketball tournament at Lincoln, March 11. 

. Fred Adkins, retired employee from 
Harvard, visited the Sutton office during 
the month . . . Did you see that streak go 
by? ‘That was Bob Culver in his new 
Plymouth. How about a ride, Bob? 
What an awful rumble. That was Bob 
Hunzeker scattering crushed rock around 
on our parking lot. Nice job, Bob. 

York Area 
Rowena Light, Correspondent 

Vacations, basketball tournaments, shop- 
ping tours and concerts are in the spotlight 
for the news this month... Elaine 
Murphy is taking an early vacation to visit 
friends at Big Springs . .. Lois Miller has 
moved back to the farm after living in town 
during the winter months. During the week 
of state basketball tournaments, Lois was 
one of the many spectators enjoying an 
indoor sport at its best . Edna Pflug- 
haupt, Velma Garlock, Beverly Smith 
and “yours truly” were among a_ large 
number of Yorkites who heard the concert 
given by the “Angelaires,” a harpist quintet. 

. Artie Bowen and Ferne Wilger visited 

our capital city of Lincoln one day recently 
and spent the day shopping. 
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Katherine Cole, 
Associate Editor 


The revenue section is so elated with 
their new offices on third floor that they 
aren’t able to think of anything else for 
news. They are enjoying their new, clean 
surroundings very much. Don Nelson is 
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on an audit in the York area and we are 
wondering if he will have difficulty finding 
his desk when he returns. ... We are glad 
to have Helen Pickard and Marietta Hat- 
field back on the job after having been 
hospitalized ... George Mann spent a couple 
days of his vacation at the state basketball 
tournament and seemed to be pleased with 
the results. .. . Joyce Grabowski received a 
parachute from her fiance who is stationed 
in Korea. She is debating about what to 
have made of the pretty nylon material. 
... Minden (not the town, but a girl from 
Minden) has been dear to the heart of Jack 
Geist for some time and now that spring. 
has come we understand he has asked that 
important question. Congratulations, Jack! 

. Martha Dietrich entertained the girls 
of the printing service at a kitchen shower 
honoring Jean Speidel who is to be married 
April 10. ... Have you noticed all the good 
looking hats Marie Vidlock has been wear- 
ing? And she says she isn’t running up 
her charge accounts but is creating them 
herself—thanks to the hobby class. 
LaVonne Finnell has transferred from rev- 
enue to disbursement section. We are glad 
she enjoys her new work so much—she 
was so engrossed she forgot to take her 
relief period one morning. . We won’t 
be surprised if the Bosharts trade their 
Chevrolet for a Ford very soon. Mary is 
taking driving lessons and is learning on 
a Ford, so Ken surely won’t expect her 
to be able to handle their Chevrolet. 


Ruth White, 
Associate Editor 


My, what we wouldn’t give to have the 
mild winter weather back again! The last 
few days of March certainly gave us the 
“cold shoulder,” didn’t they? A. B. 
Waters attended the Nebraska Telephone 
Association convention in Omaha on March 
23 and 24 Several of the girls whe 
work with Carol Wilson presented her with 
a wedding gift of several pieces of Revere 
Ware. In order to make the day more fes- 
tive they surprised Carol with a little party 
in the cafeteria during the afternoon break. 

. Ruth Owens was pleasantly surprised 
when her husband, Hershey, came home on 
a ten-day furlough instead of just having 
a week-end leave... It seems as if the month 
is full of surprises. Virginia Anderson, 
Myrtle Henline and Thelma Mahlman 
were co-hostesses at a surprise shower for 
Ruth Hall who will be married next month. 
... Esther Baker spent some time in Fair- 
mont where she and her mother opened their 
home there for the summer. Jean arrived 
for the week end and they both complained 
of sore knees and arms from cleaning the 
house and working in the flower garden. 
.. . Charlene Macaluso has finally achieved 
her pride and joy; a new home. She has 
been anxiously awaiting its completion but 
when the actual day of moving her house- 
hold furniture came, all she could say 


was, “Oh, how I wish the day was over!” 

Beverly Brown’s mother was almost 
ready to disown her daughter the day the 
monkey arrived. It seems that Beverly pur- 
chased the monkey in a pet shop in Omaha 
and had to wait several days for the 
animal to be delivered. She was as nervous 
as a new mother while waiting for the 
day the monkey would be brought to the 
Brown home. Beverly says the monkey is 
doing fine and really is cute! 


construction 


Shirley Hess, 
Associate Editor 


We're glad to report that Bob Cardwell 
is back from the Army and working as a 
splicer here in Lincoln. Bob spent about 
one year in Korea and is really happy to be 
home. He has a young son, whom he had 
never seen, to get acquainted with. We’re 
glad to have you back with us, Bob... . 
We can’t get ahead, though, for it seems 
we lost a boy to the Navy this month, 
Donald Haith left us on March 10 and we 
understand he is stationed at San Diego 
... We are sorry to report that Elvin 
Hoaglin has had a bout with pneumonia. He 
is out of the hospital now and at home 
recuperating. ... The activity on North 
14th Street and at the Air Base must be 
terrific. For the past several weeks now 
we have had three crews and seven or 
eight splicers and their helpers working 
either on North 14th or at the Base... . 
If you are wondering who belongs to that 
beautiful red and white Buick Riviera 
that parks in front of the warehouse, consult 
our construction superintendent. 


Directory Sales 


Florence Loder, 
Associate Editor 


Not many things to report this month, 
but there is an item of interest to all who 
know our manager H. E. Velte, whose son, 
Eddie, is making news with his trombone 
playing. Not only has Eddie played with 
the Al Holbert orchestra all winter but, in 
late March, went on a four-day tour with 
the College View Band, playing first chair 
trombone. This is Eddie’s third year with 
the band, although he is but a senior in 
high school. The tour took them south 
through Kansas, Oklahoma and ‘Texas. 
While in Dallas he had a nice visit with 
Mrs. E. A. McKenna, her son Dean and 
little Pat. Mrs. “Mac’’ wanted Eddie to 
convey her very best wishes to all her 
friends of LT&T. . . . Sorry to report that 
our artist, Bob Regler, is no longer with us. 
He recently accepted a position as art di- 
rector at KOLN. We wish him the best. 
... A very special person has been visiting 
the associate editor—our first and only 
grandson, Tommy Loder, who with his 
mother has been in Lincoln for the past 
month while his daddy, George, has been 
attending business school for IBM in the 


Our Anniversary Movie Meets Public Approval 


The company’s anniversary motion picture, “Milestones of Service,’ made its 
debut at the telephone convention in Omaha on March 24. Since then it has been 
shown to employee groups and has been made available for showings to the public. 
The film has met with uniform praise from all parts of the territory. 


Pictured above is one of the first employee previews, presented to a group of 
those who appeared as actors and workers in the movie. A total of six prints have 
been made of the film, one being assigned for showings in each district, one made 
available to the Lincoln city library and one kept in reserve. An extra projector 
is also provided for use outside of Lincoln. 


east. We are dreading the time the school 
will be over and they will have to leave, and 
are hoping George’s new assignment and 
home will be in the Midwest. 
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J. S. Reed 
Associate Editor 


Mina Jorgensen was called to Danne- 
brog due to the death of Mr. Jorgensen’s 
sister on March 15. ... J. A McKinzie at- 
tended the U.S.I.T.A. Plant Committee 
meeting in Chicago March 29 and 30. 
mn Ae Art Keckler was in Beatrice 
the week of March 29 training plant men 
there in the intricacies of the 3-9 inter- 
communicating system. ... Yours truly was 
on vacation during part of February and 
March on his long-time project of remodel- 
ing his domicile. He finally got enough done 
so he and his wife could move back into the 
house on the eve of April Fool’s Day. That 
was no joke, folks. 


Goneral Ivatfic 


Carole Schulz, 
Associate Editor 


Heving fellen “heir” to this new and 
plecsant duty, we will do our best to write 
newsy columns as Fran Hillier has done. 
... The evening of March 25 a party was 
held in honor of Fran at Lone Oak. A good 
time was had by all even if a few bulges 
were gained here and there. We all want 
to wish Fran lots of luck on her new job 
as a hostess for United Air Lines. 
Everything is back to normal in our de- 
partment and we are pretty proud of our 
new office, so why not drop in and see it 
sometime. . From what we hear, Mary 
Tice, Reah Churchill, Thelma Spellman 
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and Mabel Pettet had quite a nice time at 
Lone Oak on their party. No special occa- 
sion involved, just a little get-together. 
. . . Congratulations are extended to Mabel 
Pettet, who recently gained her fifth grand- 
daughter. Grandsons seem to be a little 
scarce for Mabel. 


Florence Tatman, 
Associate Editor 


It is said that Phil Garvey has added his 
bit to the array of new cars parked near the 
warehouse. We haven’t spotted it as yet 
but hear that it’s a beautiful yellow and 
black Mercury. ... Joe Krhounek vaca- 
tioned in April to be at home while his son 
was here on military leave. ... Lester 
Ellis has been having time off, too, but not 
by his choice. He has had the mumps! .. . 
Charlie Riedel vacationed to have plenty of 
time to get the spring work done around 
home. . . . George Fleck planned a week 
of his vacation in April to be with his 
invalid mother in Beloit, Kansas, at the 
time of her birthday. In visiting with Mr. 
Fleck about his vacation plans one couldn’t 
help but take the opportunity to ask George 
about his accent which is quite foreign to 
our midwestern atmosphere although he has 
been in this locality for many years. It was 
Surprising ot learn that we have a genuine 
Englishman in our midst—he was born in 
England. ... Jim Schellenberg had the 
urge for the hills which resulted in ad- 
vancing one week of his vacation to April 
for a visit to the North Platte area and 
perhaps on to the Black Hills. ... Jake 
Isley has been spending some time for treat- 
ment at Dr. Nichols’ Sanatorium in 
Savannah, Missouri, and we are all eagerly 
awaiting word of successful results. 
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This month we feature Fairbury, 
whose people had a strange epi- 
demic of adventure. Beginning 
with Tommy Longdon, area manag— 
er, who sat in Red Gear's chair 
and tried to lean "way back." 
The chair wasn't designed for 
such treatment amd Tommy fetch- 
ed up on the back of his neck - 
minus his dignity am plus a 
large lump on his head. 


Rex King, construction, and wife 

drive-in theater one balmy evening. 

last show was over, the audience long departed 
and the attendants were closing for the night, 
someone noticed a lone car still parked in the 
theater. On investigation they found Mr. and 
Mrs. King fast asleep in the car. It took con- 
siderable pounding and shouting to arouse them 
to let them know the show was over am they 
should go home. 


Accounting, called a 
government agency over our new PABX 
system but forgot to dial "9," He 
got connected with Charlie Hansen, 
Supply, who recognized the caller's 
voice. Dick began asking serious 
questions and received a half dozen 
outlandish answers’ before he real- 
ized he was being spoofed by an 
expert. 


THEY CAN'T DOTHIS—- ALL MY 
PARKING VIOLATIONS FOR A MONTH 
USED UP IN ONE DAY ! 
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Down Beatrice way they are tolerant with 
parking violators. They are allowed 
three bargain tickets per month, but for 
the fourth offense the automatic penalty 
is a $25 fine, no questions asked. Dan 
Smith, the city's problem parker, estab- 
lished a local record the other day by 
receiving three tickets during’ the 
course of a day-long parking in front of 
the office. All three summonses were 
decorating his windshield when Dan pull- 
ed away from the curb that evening. 


Sammy Lawrence (general shop) and wife were in- 
vited to some friends for homemade ice cream. 
Trouble was - it wasn't made when they arrived 
and helpful Sammy volunteered to turn the 
freezer. He'll never do that again! Sammy 
cranked and cranked; so did his wife and the 
host and hostess until all were worn out. It 
was then they discovered they were using oyster 
shell instead of salt in the freezing oper- 
ation. 


-and Mary Jackson, Fairbury 
Traffic, walked to work wearing 
hose of different design. The 
one on the left was quite or- 
nate, with scrolls amd clocks 
and a picture heel. The other 
was plain. 
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Myra Metcalf, traveling instructor, spent = 
; ; ‘a hot afternoon ona slow train and was~ 
Warren Shuck, Lincoln Plant, was so intent weak and weary when it finally arrived in 
on the job of lacing a switch-bank cable Lincoln. As she walked toward town a light 


that he did not discover that he had in- : . 
changed to red at an intersection and she 
was the same Mary Jackson i i iti i : : ; ca 
It y J 9 cluded his thumb in the composition until he sat wearily on her suitcase while waiting 


service assistant, Fairbury, had bound himself fast and secure to the for the green Tt was then that a huge 
who answered «® signal ‘With, equipment. His friends will be glad to know truck mill led up at the curb and the driver 
"This is my Service assistant. that it required but a quarter hour to un- shested dowi. asking Sf she wanted 4 vide 

May I help you?" ravel the lacing and rescue the digit with- Myra canteens hn nag? heen wistaken for 


OEE Se PME aeeets hitch-hiker and was very, very mortified. 


: 
ray 
=f 


pees eos mies 


LINCOLN 
206’ ELEV. 


GRETNA 
2/0 ELEV. 


218 MILES ———_——_—~ 


OMAHA 
FOS ELEV. 


Microwave Comes To Lincoln 


By C. C. Donley, Chief Engineer 


Within the next few weeks a permanent microwave system will be brought into 
service between Omaha and Lincoln, displacing a temporary receiving installation 
by which chain television programs beamed from Omaha are now intercepted at the 
tower of KOLN-TV. The possibilities of our new endeavor are almost unlimited, 
and the entry of LT&T into the national microwave picture could well be a turning 
point in company history. 


A has microwave tower atop the 15th 

Street Building in Lincoln has 
reached its final height of 206 ft. above 
street level and is now nearing comple- 
tion. So, too, is the installation of the 
microwave equipment on the first floor 
of the same building. All will be in 
readiness early in June and a perma- 
nent microwave radio system will be 
placed in service between Lincoln and 


Omaha. 
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The flag is raised over the tower at Lin- 
coln to signify that the structure has just 
been completed. The great reflector has 
already fixed its stare on the distant tower 
near Gretna, beyond range of the human eye. 


The system is of the TD-2 type and 
will operate on a frequency of 3710 
million cycles per second between Lin- 
coln and the Gretna repeater station and 
on 3750 million cycles per second from 
Gretna to Omaha. It is quite similar 
to the transcontinental microwave radio 
system of the A. T. & T. Company. 

The Lincoln-Omaha system has a 
capacity of 6 channels. Each channel 
can carry a television program. Two 
channels, one in each direction, may be 
used to provide 600 toll message cir- 
cuits. The latter are of the high grade 
long haul variety. They can be used on 
a ringdown or dialing basis. 

Initially one channel will be used for 
chain television transmission from 
Omaha to Station KOLN-TV in Lin- 
coln. The ultimate channel assignment, 
as presently viewed, is 

Two Channels— 

Television, Omaha to Lincoln 
One Channel— 

Television, Lincoln to Omaha 
Two Channels— 

Toll Message Service 
One Channel— 

Standby 

The high towers at Lincoln, Gretna 
and Omaha increase the distance to the 
horizon and also get the radio beam 
well above obstructions, such as build- 
ings, hills, etc. Radio microwaves have 
many of the characteristics of light. 
They can be focused in a narrow beam 
and, for the most part, travel in a 
straight line. When they reach the 
horizon they continue into space instead 
of following the curvature of the earth. 
Microwaves require a line-of-sight path 
for best transmission. This is obtained 
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by the high towers. The dish or reflec- 
tor on the Lincoln tower “sees” the re- 
flector pointed toward Lincoln on the 
Gretna tower. Likewise the Gretna 
tower reflector pointed toward Omaha 
“sees” the reflector on the Northwest- 
ern Bell Company’s building at Omaha. 
At the base of the Gretna tower is a re- 
peater which renews the microwave 
energy before it is sent on to the next 
reflector. The microwave antenna is 
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The Gretna tower stands a lonely vigil on 
the bluffs above the Platte valley. Its twin 
reflectors, at a dizzy height, are beamed 
toward those on the telephone buildings at 
Omaha and Lincoln. 


During the period of microwave equipment installation Paul 
Henson conducted classes in operation and theory of the TD-2 
relay television system. The “students” clockwise, are Messrs. 
Wohlberg, Carlson, Garvey, Reed, Pattison, Connors, Andrews, 
Guthrie, Hoffman, Ghormley, Henderson and Saunders. 


a diapole located directly in front of 
the reflector. It is similar in action to, 
but much smaller than, your home tele- 
vision antenna. The antenna functions, 
when transmitting, to concentrate the 
energy into the reflector for focusing 
and when receiving to pick up the 
energy focused on it by the reflector. 
Each antenna is connected to its asso- 
ciated TD-2 equipment by a hollow rec- 
tangular pipe called a wave guide. The 
TD-2 equipment effects the change in 
frequency of the received waves, in- 


creasing the frequency for transmission 
and reducing the frequency when re- 
ceiving. When receiving, it further 
separates the pictures and the message 
currents or waves and prepares them for 
transmission to the television station or 
the toll switch and switchboard equip- 
ment as appropriate. 

The picture is sent from the tele- 
phone office to the TV station over No. 
16 gauge specially shielded and insu- 
lated pairs, usually a part of an other- 
wise regular telephone cable. The voice 


The video or picture section of television programs will 
be transmitted from the telephone office to the television 
studio over specially shielded video pairs. The huge cable 
shown here contains six such video channels along with 
hundreds of regular telephone service pairs. 


heard with the picture is transmitted 
separately over high grade cable or open 
wire toll circuits rather than by micro- 
wave radio, which explains why the 
voice may be heard although the picture 
has failed. 

The Lincoln-Omaha system is ar- 
ranged for color television. It was 
engineered by Paul Henson. The in- 
stallation was directed by Bud Eden 
and Roy Carlson of the engineering 


department. 


ti 


Views of the microwave terminal equipment. (At left) Oliver board. (At right) Dave Guthrie is setting up a test on microwave 


Hoffman is checking incoming video signal in the F-M_ transmit- 
receive test bay. (Center) Charles Connors and Al Reed stand before 
the monitor bay in the television operating center near the toll test 
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receiving equipment. The lower terminal of the wave guide is visible 
in the open panel, top center. 


J. A. McKinzie Closes Long Career With LT&T 


ON April 30, John A. McKinzie laid aside his duties of 
office as general plant superintendent after more than 
38 years of service with the company. 

With early-life ambitions of becoming a railroad man, 
Mr. McKinzie was following a career in this field when the 
telegraph construction section of the Burlington, of which 
he was a member, was transferred from Lincoln to Chicago. 
John went to the Windy City with his fellow department 
employees and had a look at the surroundings. He hurried 
back to Lincoln to see if a position could be arranged in 
a location more to his liking. 

The decision to return seemed a good one, for Mr. 
McKinzie shortly received an attractive offer of a job with 
the railroad at the Denver office and while contemplating 
the move he met an old friend, C. L. “Doc” Blodgett, 
LT&T toll wire chief, on the street. John expressed his 
dislike for leaving Lincoln and Blodgett urged him to apply 
for a job at the telephone company, offering to introduce 
him personally to the plant superintendent and to put in a 
good word as to his qualifications. 

So it was that on a memorable day in December 1915 
John McKinzie sat in the office of M. T. Caster and, with 
some hesitation, accepted a job as aide to the chief plant 
clerk Frank E. Bagley. Not for a minute has he ever re- 
gretted the decision he made that morning. 

After a few months in the plant office Mr. McKinzie 
was placed on Mr. Caster’s staff in work that carried him 
into various outside plant activities. It was during this period 
that he came to know every employee of the plant depart- 
ment by first name, while his travels gave him a wide and 
intimate knowledge of the territory, its plant and equipment. 

In 1918 he was named plant statistician and in 1921 
was appointed chief clerk in the construction department. 
This was a brand new section of the plant department at 
that time, H. W. Wheeler being the first construction 
superintendent. 

Mr. McKinzie’s next promotion came in 1923 when he 
was selected to succeed R. H. Elliott as supervisor of sup- 
plies. In this position he had charge of all materials and 


equipment purchased by the company as well as supervision 
over supply, shop and warehouse personnel. It was during 
his tenure in this position that the department was moved 
from the general office building to its present location at 
21st and L Streets. 

In January 1929 Mr. McKinzie succeeded F. E. Behm 
as eastern district manager and twelve years later, in 1951, 
also succeeded Mr. Behm to the position of general plant 
superintendent. 

It may be weil in passing to enumerate the former heads 
of the plant department, some of whom antedate the service 
span of any present employee. The first was T. H. Ewing, 
outspoken and impatient, who fought a constant battle with 
suppliers and contractors to speed the little Independent 
company into existence and operation fifty years ago. He 
departed in August 1904 to become superintendent of the 
Western Telephone Company in its toll line building 
program. He was succeeded, without portfolio, by Ty. We 
Martin, who shortly gave way to “Red” Ebersole, brother 
of the then general manager. Mark T. Caster was next 
appointed and for almost a third of a century remained at 
the helm of plant department activities. On his retirement 
in January 1939, FP. E. Behm was named to the position. 

Besides giving whole measure of his time and talents 
to the duties of his several positions through the years, Mr. 
McKinzie leaves an athletic record that stands intact after 
thirty years. It was as regular LT@T centerfielder in the 
tough city baseball league of the early “twenties that he 
posted a season's batting average of .422, notwithstanding 
the fact that opposing fielders backed up against the fence 
when the lanky telephone slugger strode to the plate. John’s 
long record as a front-running golfer is too recent to recall 
to minds of his respectful opponents. 

If he had his career to live over, would he apply again 
at the plant office for a job? Definitely, but sooner. “There 
is no better place to work in all the wide world than the 
telephone company,” said John McKinzie the other day, 
“and there are no better people anywhere than telephone 


pec ple.” 
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GEORGE P. BARNEY 


PAUL H. HENSON 


cs 


MAX C. WALKER 


Barney becomes General Plant Superintendent 


Walker named Assistant to General Plant Superintendent 
Henson is new Eastern District Manager 


EORGE P. BARNEY is the new general plant superin- 
tendent for LT&T; with Max C. Walker succeeding to 
Mr. Barney’s former position as assistant to the general plant 
superintendent; and Paul H. Henson becoming eastern dis- 
trict manager, the post vacated by Mr. Walker. The promo- 
tions were coincidental with the retirement of J. A. McKinzie 
on May 1. 


First notice of the advancements was given employees 
some weeks before by M. M. Hale, vice president, who said, 
“Mr. McKinzie is leaving a well trained and competent suc- 
cessor for his position and it is with real pleasure that I 
announce the appointment of George Barney as general plant 
superintendent, effective May 1. Also on that date Max 
Walker will become assistant to the general plant superin- 
tendent and Paul Henson will become eastern district man- 
ager. I know that you will give these men your full co- 
operation in their new assignments . . . and with your help 
they will be able to meet the high standards set by their 
predecessors in their respective positions,” 


Mr. Barney’s plant training is indeed broad and complete. 
It was nearly 39 years ago that he gathered his first telephone 
experience as a groundman at Lincoln. He next joined the 
storeroom force as helper in December 1915 and later he 
became receiving clerk, shopman and storekeeper. George 
worked a three-year hitch as combinationman from 1919 to 
1922, returning indoors as a testboardman and switchman. 
From 1925 to 1927 he was office foreman at University Place, 
after which he became assistant general storekeeper at 21st 
&? L. He was appointed chief clerk in General Plant in 1939 
and was named assistant to the general plant superintendent 
in 1941. 


Mr. Barney is a charter member of the Frank H. Woods 
Chapter, Independent telephone pioneers. Both he and Mr. 
Walker are presently receiving their Masonic degrees at Col- 
lege View Lodge No. 320 at Lincoln. 

Max C. Walker gained a precarious foothold in the 
employee rolls when he was hired in September 1926 as a 
“temporary” apprentice switchman to help for a few days on 
a special COE job in the Lincoln switchroom. Like the man 
who came to dinner, he has been with LT&T ever since. 
However, it was several months before he gained a perma- 
nent rating as third-class switchman at 2-Office. In June 
1929 he transferred to Hastings as switchboardman and 
within a decade had advanced to the position of Hastings 
wire chief. In 1948 he came back to Lincoln as district plant 
manager and in 1952 succeeded J. A. McKinzie as head of the 
eastern district. Max is currently the president of the Frank 
H. Woods Chapter, a member of the Elks and Masonic lodges 
and of the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce. 

Paul H. Henson entered the telephone business as ware- 
houseman at Lincoln in 1942. He interrupted his telephone 
career to report for active duty in the Air Force during 
World War II. He was commissioned a First Lieutenant and 
served as fighter pilot in the Asiatic Theater. He returned to 
work at the warehouse and soon was assigned to the general 
traffic department as advanced clerk. He held positions as 
equipment engineer and junior engineer prior to his promo- 
tion to the departmental staff as transmission and protection 
engineer in 1949. Mr. Henson attended Syracuse University 
and graduated from the University of Nebraska with a 
Master of Science degree. He is a member of the Society of 
Professional Engineers,American Legion, Lincoln Chamber 


of Commerce and Lancaster Lodge No. 54, A. F. & A. M. 
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Some notable figures in the national telephone picture of 1911, all 
of whom had prominent roles in the final months of negotiations. 
Casper E. Yost, president of Nebraska Bell, carved a distinguished 
career as a lawyer, U. S. Territorial Marshal, Omaha postmaster and 
telephone executive. He died in 1920 at the age of 79. Theodore Gary, 
secretary of the Committee of Seven, entered the telephone business 


THEODORE GARY 


NATHAN C. KINGSBURY 


as owner of a single small exchange at the age of 42. His greatest 
business achievements came after he reached the usual age of retire- 
ment. He died in 1952 at the age of 96. Nathan C. Kingsbury, vice- 
president of AT&T, became famous as the author of the ‘’Kingsbury 
Commiiment,” the document that sealed the truce between Bell and 
Independent interests. It was dated December 19, 1913. 


One Nation Indivisible 


(The fifth installment in the history of The Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company) 


The Bell-Morgan-Independent meetings draw to a close. Out of 
them came a treaty of peace, a new understanding, and an era of 
co-operation in the national telephone industry that prevails to this 
day. In this story the LT&T bursts out of Lancaster County to oc- 
cupy its present territory in southeast Nebraska. 


The National Independent Telephone Association did not 
hold its annual meeting and convention during the year 
1910. Not until February 1911 was the assembly called to 
order in Chicago. It was well attended, for this was one 
convention few Independents cared to miss. Many of the 
members arrived with a chip on their shoulder and fire- 
works were expected to explode on the convention floor, 
for the recent meetings of the Committee of Seven with 
representatives of the Bell and Morgan organizations were 
frowned upon by a large segment of the Independent field. 


Those who came expecting a show were disappointed. 
No spot on the agenda had been reserved for discussion of 
the work of the Committee. ‘But the negotiators were but- 
tonholed in the corridors and pressed to give an account of 
their activities and intentions. They were grilled at length 
in an executive session. To all questions came the reply 
that no definite report could yet be made because no plan 
had been worked out which they were willing to recom- 
mend. The Committee mémbers reassured their brethren 
that there would be no “sell out” to their rivals. They 
said the conference had been opened at the request of 
Morgan and Company and that Davison had volunteered 
to finance mergers and buy Independent stock. The Com- 
mittee was in agreement that this would be a dangerous 
plan. 

Opinions were divided among the rank and file of the 
Independents. The convention went on record as favoring 


compulsory connection of competing systems and regula- 
ticn under state and national laws protecting all interests, 
which was in complete agreement with the doctrine ad- 
vanced by F. H. Woods a few months before. The same 
convention passed a resolution censuring the activities of 
the Committee of Seven in no uncertain terms. The reso- 
lution read in part: 

‘Whereas, the press has published articles to the effect 
that the National Independent Telephone Association, 
through its officers and directors, has been holding meetings 
with the AT&T and J. P. Morgan and Company looking to 
the merging of all Independent and Bell interests; and 

‘Whereas, such statements are unwarranted and without 
foundation in fact; and 

“Whereas, the objects of this Association are for the 
benefit of the strictly Independent operating companies; and 

“Whereas, this organization has never authorized any- 
one to have negotiations with AT&T or J. P. Morgan and 
Company or any other representatives of a competitor look- 
ing toward a merger with or sale to the Bell, Morgan, or 
other competing interests: now therefore, be it 

“Resolved, that the National Independent Telephone 
Association, in convention assembled, hereby reaffirms its 
adherence to the principles of Independent Telephony and 
avows its purpose to be the further development and the 
perpetuation of the integrity of the Independent telephone 
system as a whole.” 
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President Woods Delivering His Address 


As president of the National Independent Tele- 
Phone Association, Frank Woods played a key role 
in steering explosive subjects away from the 191] 
convention floor. TELEPHONY’S artist pictures 
Mr. Woods presiding over the assembly. 


Then as if considering the Committee of Seven to be 
properly spanked, the assembly elected five of them, includ- 
ing Mr. Woods, to the Board of Directors for the current 
year. 


As the sessions ended and the members went their various 
ways, even the most militant Independents among them 
carried home the conviction that their world was changing 
and that competition, as they had known it, would soon 
pass into history. 

The negotiations were resumed in New York immedi- 
ately after the convention. TELEPHONY was worried and 
piqued. Then as now it was a front-running magazine in 
the telephone field. Editor Harry B. MacMeal expressed 
himself frankly in the issue of February 23, 1911. 
“TELEPHONY’s duty,” he wrote, “is to keep the Inde- 
pendent rank and file as fully advised as possible of events 
in the field and particularly of these negotiations with the 
Bell and Morgan representatives. It is endeavoring to keep 
an open mind, void of prejudice and wants to assist in any 
move that will strengthen the entire industry—and more 
especially the Independents. It believes, however, in play- 
ing the game in the open for the benefit of all concerned.” 
He went on at length in warning the negotiators that any 
plan adopted must be for the welfare of the entire Independ- 
ent ranks and decried the lack of news on the progress of 
the conferences. 

Leroy Kellogg, president of Kellogg Switchboard and 
Supply Company, and Sidney Stein, president of Cracraft, 
Leich Electric Company, also wrote articles for the same 
issue, opposing the work of the Committee of Seven and 
the secrecy surrounding the negotiations. 

The barbs brought an immediate reply from Theodore 
Gary which was published in the issue of March 4. Mr. 
Gary insisted that there was no secret about anything that 
had been done or would be done. Because of the complexity 
of the situation a committee report would not be made 
until certain points were definitely established. ‘“There- 
fore,’ he wrote, “it will be necessary for the editor of 
TELEPHONY and its readers to be patient, as intelligent 
publicity was next to impossible until some understandings 
had been reached that were applicable generally.” 

Mr. Gary could have said that he had been offered long 
distance connections for every exchange of the Gary sys- 
tem but had declined to make any connection on terms 
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TELEPHONY, however, had little faith in the outcome of the 
negotiations, as reflected in their weekly cartoons published during 
this period. Usually the Independent industry was pictured, wide-eyed 
and innocent, being influenced by oily tongues and acts of skuiduggery. 


not available to every other telephone exchange in the 
country. Theodore Vail had apparently sent his lieutenants 
into the conference with instructions to ‘divide and 
conquer.” 

No brief biography could be written that would ade- 
quately cover the personality of the dynamic Theodore Vail. 
He was one of the most forceful characters in the history 
of American industry. He had gone west at the age of 
twenty-two in the hope of becoming a successful farmer, 
but instead entered the telegraph field as an operator at 
Omaha. He next joined the Government Mail Service at 
Washington and by 1876 he was head of this department, 
which he completely reorganized. He was induced to resign 
this responsible post and join the Bell forces at about the 
time the Western Union organized its telephone company 
to fight the Bell. In less than two months Vail had created 
the first Bell Telephone Company with $450,000 capital and 
service to 12,000 telephones. He confined each Bell agent 
to one locality, stiffened their contracts and reserved all 
rights to connect one city with another. A few months later 
the company was again reorganized into the National Bell 
Telephone Company, forerunner of the AT&T, with $850,000 
capital. 

He had a vision of the telephone not shared by some of 
his superior officers; a vision that was not fulfilled when 
he resigned and went to South America where he remained 
for many years. The fruition of his youthful dream of the 
telephone’s expansion possibilities was unquestionably one 
of the inducements which caused him to accept the presi- 
dency of AT&T in 1907 on his return from Argentina. 

He firmly believed that the greatest barrier to eco- 
nomical expansion and universal service was competition 
furnished by the Independents. Therefore competition 
should be erased, for the ultimate benefit of all. 

There was general dread, not confined to the Independent 
telephone industry, when Vail announced in November 
1910 that the Western Union Telegraph Company had been 
acquired by Bell interests. He had made the purchase of 
the giant company and told his board of directors about 
it later. 

So it was, in the early meetings of the negotiators, that 
any concessions were usually made by Henry Davison and 
the Committee of Seven began concentrating their argu- 
ments on him. One by one the obstacles were met and 
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One of the most prized items among our company’s historical documents 
is this canceled check representing the end of LT&T-Bell competition and the 
expansion of our operating territory to its present scope. The check was 
written by C. P. Russell, cashier, who was soon to become auditor, and later 


secretary-treasurer for LT&T. 


surmounted until at long last a general agreement was 
reached. Mr. Vail must have been astonished, as were 
many of the Independents, at how greatly their deep- 
rooted opinions had changed during the course of the 
conferences. 

Basically the terms of the general agreement called for 
elimination of local competition by division of operating 
territory and for toll line interconnection. Mr. Vail had 
previously stated that he would have no more direct deal- 
ings with Independent companies except through the nego- 
tiating committee. Now began one of the most trying and 
busy periods in the life of Frank Woods. 

A plan of merger was initiated for 13 large Independent 
companies with their Associated Bell competitors. Among 
the companies affected were the Omaha Independent ex- 
change and the Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company. 
The general agreement was flexible and each situation had 
to be considered in all its aspects. Employees were to be 
taken care of as to seniority, job levels, pension rights 
where such existed, and so forth. 

Sometimes consolidations were effected by the stronger 
exchange absorbing the weaker, sometimes by division of 
operating territory, with each company withdrawing from 
the other’s domain. 

As a lawyer and as chairman of the Committee of Seven 
the bulk of the intricate and endless details in the various 
mergers fell to Mr. Woods. Fearful that he might be accused 
of favoritism, he withheld consideration of LT&T’s problems 
until those of the other companies had been disposed of. 

On August 3, 1911, Mr. Woods returned briefly from the 
east with startling news. He confided in General Manager 
Hurtz that the Bell appeared willing to withdraw—not only 
from Lincoln but from 22 counties of southeast Nebraska, 
leaving the field to the Lincoln company. 

To this day it seems audacious that LT&T should have 
undertaken to swallow the Bell holdings in this large terri- 
tory. To begin with, the latter organization was several 
times the size of our ttle company which operated only 
four small exchanges outside of Lincoln and its suburbs. 
The Bell company owned 44 exchanges besides those at 
Lincoln. North of the Platte River the LT&T held stock in 
the Grand Island Telephone Company, the Fremont Tele- 
phone Company, the Howard County Telephone Company 
and certain toll lines formerly owned by the York County 
company. That was about all it had to offer, except its 


fighting spirit, for the rich territory south of the Platte 
and east from Adams and Nuckolls counties. 

Conforming to the general agreement that negotiations 
be held at the local level, the Nebraska Telephone Company 
represented the Bell exchanges involved in discussion with 
the Lincoln company. The AT&T was interested in the 
toll line considerations. 


The Nebraska Telephone Company’s interests were in 
the hands of Casper E. Yost, president, and George E. Mc- 
Farland, vice president-general manager; while Nathan C. 
Kingsbury, vice president of AT&T, was in general charge 
of toll line negotiations. Mr. Woods, of course, represented 
LT&T. 


The parley proceeded rapidly at arriving at terms in 
general, but was halted abruptly when the question arose 
as to toll line ownership. The Bell people had no other 
thought than that the deed and control of the toll network 
would remain with them. On this point they were willing 
to make no concession. Frank Woods took the stand that 
the toll lines and their revenues were vital to the consum- 
mation of the transaction. If the LT&T were deprived of 
its full share of long distance message haul, he insisted, it 
would be impossible to finance the purchase and develop- 
ment of the merging plants. 


When it became fully apparent to Mr. Woods there was 
no convincing the Bell officials that their position was con- 
trary to the gist of the general agreement, he called off the 
conference, informing Messrs. Kingsbury, Yost and McFar- 
land of his intention to come back to Lincoln and give them 
such a fight that they would rue the day they had refused 
to consider his just terms. He said some other things that 
did not appear in the minutes of the meeting, for Inde- 
pendent and Bell telephone men had not yet adopted the 
niceties of conversation that prevail in their contacts with 
each other today. Once again Frank Woods stamped from 
a meeting, out of the hotel and, he thought, out of the 
lives of the shocked Bell negotiators. But that was not to be. 

Mr. Woods took an overnight train from New York and 
arrived early the following morning at the large summer 
hotel at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, where Mrs. Woods 
and their six-year-old son, Frank, Junior, were staying. His 
appearance caused quite a stir among hotel employees for 
it seemed that all of them had been searching for him. 
Several telephone calls from Theodore Vail had come in 
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during the night. Vail left word that he wanted to talk 
to Mr. Woods as soon as he arrived. 


The connection was soon made. Mr. Vail was at his great 
estate in Vermont. He said he had received reports of the 
happenings in the New York conference and that he wanted 
Mr. Wcods to have a satisfactory deal. He asked Mr. Woods 
to come to his estate at Lyndonville to discuss it with him. 


Mr. Woods demurred. Travel weary and sleepy, he was 
in no mood to begin all over again a drawn-out session of 
matching wits. Besides, he said, he had just become reunited 
with his family and did not choose to leave them alone 
again at this time. 


Theodore Vail was insistent. If Mr. Woods needed rest 
he could find no more restful spot than the Vermont estate. 
He must come and kring his family. Arrangements would 
be made to meet them at the railway station and convey 
them to the mansion by automobile. Mr. Vail insisted that 
they come prepared to spend several days. Mr. Woods 
agreed, and the family was met at the train next day by a 
large limousine and driven over the hills to the Vail home. 


In the absence of a state experimental farm, Mr. Vail 
had undertaken to conduct the school for agricultural re- 
search on his own vast estate. His 30,000 acres contained 
herd after herd of blooded cattle. He was a breeder of fine 
Arabian horses. Crops of many kinds reached to the horizon 
in all directions. That afternoon Mr. Vail drove the Woods 
family on a tour of inspection. They rode in a landau drawn 
by a beautifully matched span of Arabians; Frank, Junior, 
sitting high in the front seat with Theodore Vail, who drove 
the team. 

Later in the day the two men got down to business. 
Mr. Vail inquired about the points of contention and asked 
bluntly what Mr. Woods wanted. The latter replied that it 
wasn’t a case of wanting; it was an absolute necessity that 
LT&T own every stick of toll line in its territory. He pointed 
out that the revenues involved were vital in sustaining the 
heavy obligations which would attend the consolidation with 
its additional investments and large loss of property which 
must ke removed from service because of duplication. The 
merger of the Lincoln company with the Western Telephone 
Company in January 1909 had given LT&T an extensive 
network of toll lines within the territory, which added 
greatly to the strength of Mr. Woods’ position. 

Finally Vail said he would accede to these demands. 
Taking a sheet of plain paper he hastily wrote out a brief 
memorandum covering roughly the salient points of the 
discussion. He asked that Frank Woods write his initials 
at the bottom of the sheet, along with his own. Then he 
said, “This is your agreement. It gives you exactly what 
you are asking for and I will stand behind it.” 

But there remained a delicate situation. Mr. Vail, for 
obvious reasons, did not care to have it known he had over- 
ruled his own negotiators. He suggested that the conference 
be reopened at his home. “You must start all over again 
toward reaching an agreement,” he said, “and I will inter- 
cede if and whenever necessary. When the terms are finally 
settled they will be the same as we have agreed to on 
this paper.” aes. 

Mr. Vail then got in touch with Messrs. Yost and Mc- 
Farland, asking them to come to Lyndonville. 

So the three men sat down to patch up their differences. 
Mr. Vail remained in the background, interpolating an occa- 
sional helpful word. Mr. Kingsbury, for some forgotten 
reason, did not attend this session. The final agreement was 
rapidly shaped. Under its terms the LT&T was to buy all 
Bell properties within the specified territory. The Nebraska 
Telephone Company would buy all LT&T plant that lay 
beyond the boundary. The latter consisted of a few scat- 
earlier in this story. The valuation of all plant involved 
was to be fixed by a joint committee. The AT&T was com- 
mitted to help finance the deal through their purchase of a 
3% million dollar block of five per cent preferred stock 


“To the great Independent, from his friend, Theo. N. Vail.” 
For more than thirty years this picture of AT&T’s former 
president hung above the desk of Frank H. Woods, who 
took great pride in the inscription. Many times the two 
men met head-on in arguments that could not be resolved 
except by unprecedented decisions. Mr. Vail died in 1920 
at the age of 75. 


which became voting only if and after two consecutive 
quarterly dividends remained unpaid. 

Searcely a hint of these enormous transactions and 
mergers had reached the public. TELEPHONY was still 
patiently waiting for news to come out of the year-long 
session of negotiations. Then, on January 8, 1912, came the 
first announcement. The Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph 
Company had bought the Bell properties in Southeast 
Nebraska! The last deal to be completed was first to reach 
the headlines. 

A few days later the largest check—until that time—that 
ever changed hands in Lincoln was cleared through the 
First National Bank. The amount: $2,293,000, representing 
the difference in valuation between the Independent and 
Bell properties involved in the purchase. The money came 
from the AT&T in payment for the stock and went to the 
Nebraska Telephone Company in payment for their prop- 
erties. This process met the requirement of the Nebraska 
State Railway Commission that the sale of stock must be 
for cash and not less than par value. 

This closes, logically, one of the transitions of our com- 
pany and one of the epochs in the long life of Frank H. 
Woods. That circumstances should bring a man of his exact 
qualifications to the head of the Independent industry at 
the exact time when those qualifications could be put to 
their fullest use seems more than a coincidence. 
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“Dern the Rules’ 
Says Beatrice Sun 


E quote in its entirety an item from 
the column of Earl Marvin, pub- 
lisher of the Beatrice Sun. 


“Gathering election returns from a 
number of villages in the territory, the 
Sun news staff had the valuable co- 
operation of the long distance operator 
here and the local operators elsewhere. 
The editor wanted to call to the atten- 
tion of the telephone company top brass 
the excellent service given from village 
operators. He started asking for their 
names, but ‘against company rules’ he 
was told. 


“Some day in the course of progress, 
the dial system will relegate operators 
and silence the voices in the small 
towns. If there’s a fire or accident 


the news man wants to call somebody 
who lives in the neighborhood, the 
human operator can outperform the 
dial robot. If he wants to call the town 
clerk of Liberty, operator volunteers 
the information that the clerk is not at 
home, gone to visit Aunt Sarah, will be 
back Friday. Dial would simply keep 
ringing, but operator locates someone 
who can tell you what you want to 
know. 

“Rules or no rules, nobody can pre- 
vent me from telling you girls that your 
superior service is appreciated. When 
and if you are dialed out, I'll miss you.” 

Well Earl, let’s bust that “company 
rule” wide open just this time and let 
you know that Margaret Malecha was 
the Beatrice long distance operator who 
worked with you on most of those calls. 
The operators in the outlying ex- 
changes, bless them; we would name 
them if we could. 


OUR COVER 


ET no one from a distant Chamber 

of Commerce tell you different. The 
world holds nothing like Spring in 
Nebraska, with its newborn life run- 
ning in bursts of beauty into the far 
horizon. It’s a time of busy people, 
pulling slack and planting corn, and 
countless other things. In the picture, 
Francis D. Nichelson, combinationman, 
Wahoo, waves a greeting to Howard 
Roberts, who farms a quarter section 
west of town. Mr. Roberts is the son 
of LT&T’s personnel director. 


Millie Whitla Tells the 


News From Lincoln Traffic 


W* are pleased to present the latest 

member of the Telephone News 
family, Mildred M. Whitla, whose first 
contribution as associate editor for the 
Lincoln traffic de- 
partment appears 1n 
this issue. Millie, as 
she is known to her 
co-workers and as 
she signs her col- 
umn, is well quali- 
fied for her new as: 
signment. Her serv- 
ice in the depart- 
ment dates back to 
1949, she has a 
“nose for news” and wields a clever, 
prolific pen. Mrs. Whitla has appeared 
as pinch-hitter in the past in writing 
the news and adventures of the folk 
from Lincoln Traffic. She succeeds 
Mary Ormand who has acted as news 
gatherer for the department for several 
years. 


Mildred M. Whitla 


It Runs in the Family 


AMES W. NEVITT, son of Frank 
Nevitt, Beatrice Plant, has been ap- 
pointed manager for the Northwestern 
Bell Telephone Company at Grand Is- 
land. He will have also managerial su- 
pervision of the exchanges at Cairo, St. 
Libory and Wood River. Mr. Nevitt 
recently completed the two-year North- 
western Bell manager's course, being 
one of the two gracuates selected for 
this training from the 1952 class of the 
business administration college of Uni- 
versity of Nebraska. 
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Know Your Yellow Pages 

eee people are busy peo- 

ple and are pretty much intent on 
the problems that cross their immedi- 
ate frontier. It’s no secret that the 
business is becoming broader and more 
complex and that our jobs are growing 
more specialized. 

The compiling of telephone direc- 
tories is one phase of the business that 
has been assigned, for many years, to 
specially trained personnel. The sale of 
directory advertising is another. This 
may account for the general lack of 
appreciation among other employees for 
the important role the telephone direc- 
tory plays in the daily habits of our 
citizenry; while few of us are aware 
of the magnetism and power of direc- 
tory advertising. 

Some facts brought to light by a 
survey made among subscribers of the 
Lincoln trade area will bear repeating. 
They astonished even the directory 
folk. Some 13,600 people voluntarily 
answered and returned questionnaires 
which had been mailed to them. Ninety- 
nine per cent of these said they made 
use of the Yellow Pages; 20 per cent 
used them occasionally; 43 per cent 
usually; and 36 per cent ALWAYS re- 
ferred to this section to find telephone 
numbers of business, firms or dealers 
in goods and services. 

Nearly all these subscribers stated 
that display ads of the Yellow Pages 
were of assistance when they were not 
sure which firm to call. Three-fourths 
of the buyers had placed their order by 
telephone. Others went in person to 
make their purchase. 

One fact is indisputable. The tele- 
phone directory is the BUSIEST book 
in the world. Get to know it better— 
and never sell it short! 


Blessed Event 


Steve August, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harvey 
Gesch, born May 6. Harvey is a splicer’s 
helper, Construction. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mrs. Agnes Mankamyer, mother of J. H. 
Mankamyer, area manager at Sutton, passed 
away April 22 in Sutton. Services were held 
April 24 at Wadlow’s Mortuary in Lincoln. 

Henry T. Story, father of James Story, 
central district plant, passed away April 25. 
Services were held April 29 at Roper & 
Sons in Havelock. 


About Our History—From 
One Who Helped to Make It 


N THE morning’s mail came a note 

written in a distinctive and familiar 
hand. We knew without glancing at 
the signature that it was from Walter 
Thorgrimson, former commercial engi- 
neer and first editor of the News, 
though Walt has not been among us 
for lo these last 32 years. He had this 
to tell us: 

“Many thanks for the Telephone 
News which I have been receiving 
during the past few years. The historical 
series with its pictures has deeply inter- 
ested me, and has permitted me to re- 
live much of the happenings which con- 
stituted a major part of my life from 
1909 to 1922. 

“May I send greetings to the men 
and women now carrying on the im- 
portant public service work of LT@T 
and wish them well—and a special 
‘hello’ to those whom I knew person- 
ally in former years.” 

Mr. Thorgrimson’s present address is 
1157-D, Arcadia Avenue, Arcadia, Cali- 


fornia. 


Two Wrongs 
That Didn't Make a Right 


This is Geraldine This is Martha 


Noe we'd be happy to illus- 
trate any story in this magazine with 
pictures of Geraldine McNeely and 
Martha Vculek, but that isn’t the 
reason we present them again this 
month. Their portraits were used in 
the April issue, too, if you remember. 
As new service assistants at Wahoo and 
Fairbury, respectively, they were intro- 
duced in the “Promotions” column. 
But somehow, in the bustle of final 
proofing, the names—or pictures—or 
something, went awry. Geraldine’s 
name was under Martha’s picture, and 


vice versa. Sorry, ladies. 
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Forty-Five Years For Our Chief Engineer 


When Cecil Donley set out to make his own way in life it was only natural 
that his foosteps would turn toward the telephone building to ask for a job. 
His father and brother were already ensconced in positions of responsibility as 
members of the Nebraska Bell organization. That was 45 years ago. Mr. Donley 
has never since deviated from his chosen field, nor from his early ambition to 
learn the business well and keep abreast of developments in the industry. 

His experience was collected in several companies: The Nebraska Bell, the 
Grand Island Telephone Company, the Custer County Telephone Company and 
Western Electric Company, and again the Nebraska Bell, from which he came to 
LT&T with the consolidation in 1912. He has been a lineman, installer, switch- 
boardman, inspector, toll testman and toll wire chief. In 1922 he was promoted to 
traffic engineer, to assistant traffic superintendent in 1937 and in 1944 was named 
general traffic superintendent. He became chief engineer in April 1949. 

M. M. Hale did the honors in presenting Mr. Donley with his 45-year service 
emblem at a luncheon at the Cornhusker Hotel on April 26. Messrs. Donley and 
Hale are centered in the picture above. Watching the presentation, from left to 
right, are: A. O. Andrews, Houghton Furr, Walter F. Roberts, C. F. Peachman, 
Max Walker, L. P. Young, Arthur Keckler, H. W. Potter, K. L. Lawson, George P. 
Barney, C. E. Cummings, I. J. Devoe, J. A. McKinzie, R. D. Andrews and Charles 


B. Meshier. 


Cafeteria Supervision Change 
| sean April 15, the responsi- 


bility for operation of the Lincoln 
cafeteria was transferred from the gen- 
eral traffic to the personnel department. 
This is the first major change in cafe- 
teria supervision since it was _ estab- 
lished, for use of traffic personnel only, 
more than forty years ago. Within a 
few months, however, all employees 
were invited to make use of its facilities. 
Through the years the cafeteria has 
outgrown several locations, all of them 
being in the immediate neighborhood of 
its present quarters on the third floor 
of the general office building. The cafe- 
teria has operated consistently “in the 
red” as its ancient policy of furnishing 
meals to employees at no more than 
cost has continued from its first day in 
business until the present time. 
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What? A Sales Campaign? 


HE four districts, as a mutual dare, 

tangled in an extension sales cam- 
paign which closed on April 15 with 
a tidy record of 467 extension tele- 
phones sold over the month-long period 
of sales flurry. Central District won, 
as well it might, with an impressive 
tally of 282 sales. 

Perhaps half of our organization's 
personnel is too young in service years 
to remember the days when one cam’ 
paign followed another with scarcely 
a breathing spell spaced between. They 
were the life blood of our business 
during the depths of the depression 
years, when every employee beat the 
streets and byways for those precious 
orders for main stations, extensions, 
gongs, keys, anything that would in 
crease revenue and hold subscribers, 
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Helen E. Campbell 
Service Assistant 
Hastings Hastings 


Irene Beights, machine operator to advanced 
clerical, Lincoln. 

Julia D. Kastning, machine operator to ad- 
vanced clerical, Lincoln. I 

Funeral services were held at Clark and 

Joyce Brown, clerk to service representative Lincoln, with burial in Memorial Park 

Lincoln. 


SPOTLIGHT ON THE REVENUE SECTION 


HE News camera found good hunting when it visited the spacious 

quarters of the Revenue Section of the accounting department, 
now settled in its new home on the third floor of the general office 
building. The Revenue Section prepares subscriber statements for 
the entire company. Here toll tickets are assembled and billed, excise 
taxes are figured, local service and equipment charges computed. 
Mainly the Section specializes in accuracy, and conformity to billing 
dates. This busy group has felt growing pains for many years. It has 
been confined in quarters designed to accommodate the force as it was 
numbered in 1926. Everyone is happy with the new arrangement 
and enjoying the “elbow space” of their third-floor home. 


IN THE PICTURES: (1) Julia Kastning and G. W. Jahn, revenue 
accountant, in the latter’s office. (2) Elinore Wunch, rate, sort and 
detail supervisor. (3) Don Nelson, assistant traveling auditor. (4) 
Belva Jean Viox and Helen Hall. (5) Donelle Cotton, Donna Smith 
and Joan Thomsen. (6) Darlene Russell, Lilly Malecek and Alise 
Meiers. (7) Berthamae Ward, Margota A. Lucs, Gerrie Lorenzen and 
Irene Beights. (8) M. W. Franklin, traveling auditor. (9) Frances 
Virgil, toll billing supervisor. (10) Ruth Leuschner, Eileen McIntyre 
and Geraldine Morrison. (11) left to right: Roselyn Fahleson and Ilga 
Bergmanis. (12) Kathryn Pfeiffer, Mary Lou McIntyre and Opal 
Allison. (13) LaVaugn Reddish, Eunice Bailey, Blanche Buel and 
Estelle Foght. (14) Clara Jones, accounts supervisor. (15) Rose Poore 
and Rosalie Carlson, order and billing supervisor. (16) Doris Henly, 
Marietta Hatfield and Alvine Upitis. (17) Betty Biggs, Irena Daugulis 
and Shirley Bauer. (18) Eunice Sintek and Helen Pickard. (19) Norma 
Somerheiser, Deloris Blome, Marilyn Fahleson, Deanie Bietz and 
Zigrida Bumanis. 


Plant 


W. M. Birdsley, warehouseman to garage 
serviceman, Supply. 
C. H. Bottorff, switchman to installer- 


TRANSFERS | repairman, COE, Lincoln. 
V. B. Hutchison, switchman to_ installer- 


repairman, COE, Lincoln. 


TITLE CHANGES 


man, COE, Lincoln. 


R. J. Roth, switchman to installer-repairman, 


COE, Lincoln. 
Traffic 


sistant, Hastings. 


sistant, Hastings. 


Patricia A. Sperry 
Service Assistant 


Accounting A pril 2 


Commercial 


Cemetery, Lincoln. 
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M. O. Ifland, switchman to installer-repair- 


Helen E. Campbell, operator to service 


Patricia A. Sperry, operator to service as- 


Death of Former Employee 
ICHARD D. REED, brother 


John Reed, general plant depart- 
ment, ee at Clark, Pennsylvania, 
Richard will be remembered 
as a ee employee of the supply de- 
partment before going to Westinghouse 
as power transformer designer in 1937, 


A Hearty Welcome to these 


NEW EMPLOYEES 


ACCOUNTING 
Date Emp. 
Zigrida Bumanis 
Machine Operator, Lincoln................ 4-7 
PLANT 
F. O. Jurgens 
Groundman, Const., Beatricze ............ 4- 5 
Evae B. Tharp 
patitress (PV. Wa Oe cancers 4-5 
G. L. Tubbs (Re-emp.) 
PAIGE TAG COID -eaeciicteadiostaneraeesnrex 3-31 
TRAFFIC 
Julia M. Baluch 
Operator, LANCOUT dccvcdescaschvicteletheents 4. 5 
Ruth A. Block (Re-emp.) 
CV GratOr.- De atiCe dececcuidasereiatedeeenants 4-19 
Donna M. Burch 
Operator, Mrete: acct eres 4-20 
Evelyn W. Clouse 
Operator, Lincolit :2.5.2 s242 seca 3-29 
Leona I. Engler 
Cyperator, Beatrice ccicsccscsnvsnacsssevseoserss 4-12 
Muriel Epley 
Operator: Beatrice: .ccccsccta ccesleelentveons 4- 2 
Cecilia C. Haverkamp 
Cipetator,  DGaetiCe eco perish nets ctrcetiee: 4-12 
Merline J. Hinz 
Operatot: Beatrice osc 4- 2 
Pauline J. Hinz (Re-emp.) 
Operator, Beatricd: iiccipccscconciic eg. 3-29 
Alice M. Johnston 
Cont. C.O., Pleasant Dale ........0....... 4-15 
Mardell E. Powers 
Operator, Wahoo: .2cnccecnctedicn 4-20 
Jeanette D. Shostrom 
CUBE FECTS TOE peer erentOceeatee 4-19 
Teresa S. Underwood 
Cont, Ce,  BYAGeNany  ccchscnsegcesnextuianan 4- | 


Benefit Claims Paid 


by the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during April. 

Primary Members: Anna Larson, Hastings 
Traffic, $283.00; H. W. Spahnle, General Com- 
mercial, $25.00; Agnes Michalek, David City 
Traffic, $10.00; W. C. Lant, Nebraska City 
pensioner, $10.00; L. W. Winscot, David City 
Plant, $225.30; Richard Knight, Lincoln Sup- 
ply, $198.00; Ruth White, Lincoln Commercial, 
$75.00: J. L. Potter, Ashland non-functional, 
$98.50; W. O. McOmber, Crete Plant, $59.00; 
Edith Seward, Hastings Traffic, $10.00; A. E. 
Dulin, Lincoln Service, $15.00; R. J. Donaldson, 
Lincoln Supply, $5.00; Helen Pickard, Lincoln 
Accounting, $42.55; W. F. Hendrix, Lincoln 
Supply, $10.00; Agnes Nelson, Lincoln Traf- 
fic, $15.00: Lura Blackman, Ashland Traffic, 
$197.35: Howard Seeler, Lincoln Supply, $25.00; 
H. E. Butler, Ashland Plant, $12.50; H. F. 
Kempf, Hastings Plant, $123.65; W. P. Conn, 
Lincoln pensioner, $44.00; Harold Wart, Lin- 
coln Service, $22.50; R. G. Bruning, Pawnee 
City Plant, $10.00; R. C. Hawkins, Lincoln 
Service, $59.00; Charles Hansen, Lincoln Sup- 
ply, $10.00. 

Dependents: Mrs. K. J. Ferguson, David 
City, $11.25: Mrs. M. J. Brandt, Beatrice, 
$50.25: David Behrns, Wahoo, $56.25; Mrs. 
B. M. Wedgwood, Lincoln, $11.25: Patricia 
Bailey, Lincoln, $175.84; Mrs. C. A. Van Lund, 
Lincoln, $199.50: Mrs. C. B. Meshier, Lincoln, 
$18.75; Mrs. L. P. Livingston, Lincoln, $18.75; 
Mrs. R. A. Francis, Hebron, $3.75; Mrs. J. G. 
Van Nordheim, Hastings, $8.25. 


G. W. Hansen 
Lincoln 
40 Years 


T. B. Chinnock 
Lincoln 
30 Years 


E. J. Flowerday R. E. Mills 
Hastings Lincoln 
25 Years 25 Years 


Forty Years 
G. W. Hansen, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Nine Years 
J. H. Hartley, H. G. White, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Eight Years 
R. S. Baldwin, G. C. Mann, Otto Nelsen, 
C. G. Riedel, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Three Years 
J. L. Baxter, W. J. Knudson, C. F. Peach- 
man, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Two Years 
Ivan Paddock, Lincoln. 
Thirty Years 
T. B. Chinnock, Lincoln; Irene D. Swan, 
David City. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
W. K. Eno, L. C. Jenkins, M. H. Metcalf, 
Lincoln; Hilda Johanns, Plattsmouth; R. E. 
Wait, Stromsburg. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
Minnie I. Allen, Lincoln; H. O. Gillespie, 
Beatrice. 
Twenty-Six Years 
A. L. Johnson, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Five Years 
Moreane Alldritt, E. J. Flowerday, Has- 
tings: R. E. Mills, Lincoln. 
Twenty-One Years 
Verna Alexander, Lincoln. 
Twenty Years 
L. W. Cleveland, Almyra M. Metcalf, 
Lincoln. 
Nineteen Years 


D Db ECE Pe ze 
R. R. Winders. Lincoln. 
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Moreane Alidritt 
Hastings 
25 Years 


Irene D. Swan 
David City 
30 Years 


L. W. Cleveland 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


Almyra M. Metcalf 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


Seventeen Years 
G. C. Artz, P. J. Garvey, Lincoln; Hilda 


B. Ramsey, Tecumseh. 


Thirteen Years 
Mary C. Ormand, Lincoln; Merna A. 
Stewart, David City. 
Twelve Years 
Jacob Albrandt, Paul Henson, Lincoln; 
CG. H. Kermoade, Western. 
Eleven Years 
M. J. Brandt, Beatrice: Viola Clough, 
R. B. Hobson, Lincoln: Thelma L. Tritsch, 
Plattsmouth. 
Nine Years 
J. G. Durr, Nebraska City; Wm. L. Eckies, 
Jr., Tecumseh; C. R. Stock, D. G. Weaver, 
Lincoln. 
Eight Years 
Olga S. Anderson, Superior: W. P. Barry, 
Osceola; Frances I. Duryea, Dawson; R. W. 
Slote, Lincoln; Beatrice M. Sundberg, York. 
Seven Years 
Bonnie J. Biggs, Nebraska City; C. P. 
Franzen, Pawnee City; Clarice M. Fuller, 
Beatrice; Joyce Grabowski, Marfae Wergin, 
Lincoln; Lucille M. Helgoth, David City: 
J. J. Keogh, Hastings; Wm. M. Sherman, 
Plattsmouth. 
Six Years 
Arleen L. Fitzpatrick, Doris A. Hardt, 
Kennetha M. Perry, Lincoln; Lydia E. Mce- 
Guire, Crete; Maxine Stolzenburg, Geneva. 
Five Years 
H. A. Ehrlich, Lois J. Meyers, Patricia 


Deinert, Lincoln; Maxine Weseman, Hastings. 
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Carol Banta, Hastings Traffic, and Robert 
Towers were united in marriage April 3 in 
the Methodist Church at Hastings. They 
will live in Dickson City, Pennsylvania. 

Beverly Fletcher, Beatrice Traffic, and 
Clyde Ramsey were married April 7 in the 
Presbyterian Church at Beatrice. Rev. H. 
Lampe read the marriage vows. 


Jean Speidel, Lincoln Printing Service, and 
John Havlicek were married April 10 in the 
Trinity Chapel at Rokeby. 


Marillyn Jo Dorsey of Crete and Frank 
M. Condos of Lincoln were married Sunday, 
April 11, in the Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
at Crete. Frank is a part-time warehouseman 
in the supply department while completing 
his studies at the University of Nebraska. 
Frank’s father, Frank P. Condos, is a mem- 
ber of the general repair shop crew. 

Mary Kalin, cashier and News correspond- 
ent at Tecumseh, and Bob Goracke were 
married April 19 in St. Anthony's Catholic 
Church at Steinauer. 

Emily Jo Noren, Superior Traffic, became 
the bride of Lindley Myer on April 19 at 
the Baptist Church in Superior. 

Judy Cleavenger, General Traffic, became 
the bride of Don Whitney in the Holy 
Trinity Episcopal Church in Lincoln on 
April 24. 

Betty Jo Burton and Harold Rodick were 
united in marriage April 25 in the Lutheran 
Church at Greenleaf, Kansas. Rev. Heckman 
performed the ceremony. Betty has resigned 
as clerk in the Beatrice commercial depart- 
ment and will live on a farm near Greenleaf. 

Ruth Hall of the Lincoln Business Office 
and Richard Fulmer were united in mar- 
riage April 30 at Grace Methodist Church 


in Lincoln. 


—And a Penny in Her Shoe 


IHE most treasured coin in the 
Superior office is not bright and 
shiny, nor old enough to be a collector's 
item. It is an Indian-head penny that 
made its first appearance shortly after 
Mrs. Keenan became chief operator of 
the exchange when it was offered to 
a bride-to-be as a token of something 
old, something borrowed, and a penny 
in her shoe. 

Since then the coin has become a 
tradition among brides of Superior 
Traffic. 

It is asked for months in advance. 
Sometimes it is mailed back; sometimes 
sent by messenger, so it may be in time 
for the next shoe. But always it is re 
turned. 


Oscar A. Lewis, 1888-1954 


SCAR A. LEWIS, 66, died at Mary 

Lanning Hospital, Hastings, shortly 
after midnight on Tuesday, April 27. 
His death followed an illness of sev- 
eral months’ pain- 
ful duration. 

Mr. Lewis was 
formerly employed 
in the general shop 
at Lincoln and had 
completed more 
than a quarter cen- 
tury of service at 
the time of his re- 
tirement last Sep- 
tember. He first 
came to LT&T as a groundman in the 
construction department in June 1924 
but resigned in March the following 
year. He returned in August 1928 as 
groundman, but became an apprentice 
shopman shortly afterwards. He worked 
in various capacities as a member of 
the general shop until he was taken 
ill several months before his final re- 
tirement date. 


To the members of Mr. Lewis’ fam- 
ily the News extends sincere condol- 
ences from the organization and his 
many friends within it. It is to be 
lamented that he should pass so swiftly 
after completing his active years of 
labor with the company and be denied 
the pleasures of leisure and health that 
rightfully ought to attend and reward 
the time of retirement. 


Oscar A. Lewis 


Barnett Heads Forty-Niners 


AT the business meeting of the 
£\ Forty-Niners dancing club held 
April 16, Floyd Barnett was elected 
president; August Brunke, vice presi- 
dent. and Don 
Swanson, secretary- 
treasurer. The new 
officers will pilot 
the club through its 
sixth year of ener- 
getic operations. 


The club is com- 
eek 
posed of telephone 
employees and their 
friends who meet 
twice monthly dur- 


Floyd Barnett 


ing the frosty season for an evening of 
folk and square dancing. The retiring 
officers, Clem Bottorff, president; John 
Hartz, vice president; and George 


Resalie E. Carlson 


ONGRATULATIONS are in order 
for Elinore A. Wunch and Rosalie 

E. Carlson of the accounting depart- 
ment revenue section in their appoint- 
ment as senior supervisors. The ad- 


Elinore A. Wunch 


Promotions in Re 


venue Accounting 


vancements were announced by I. J. 
Devoe, general auditor, effective April 
7. Mrs. Wunch, who was once Elinore 
Casari, has a broken service record 
extending back to July 1933, all of it 
being credited to the accounting depart- 
ment. Mrs. Carlson was Rosalie Mills 
when she first appeared in the revenue 
section in July 1923. She was re- 
employed at various times during the 
succeeding years until May 1944 when 
she began her latest term of permanen: 
employment. The new supervisors are 
pictured in their present surroundings 
in the page layout of the revenue sec- 
tion in this issue of the News. 


Mann, secretary-treasurer, deserve a 
hearty cheer for guiding the club 
through its most distressing year. They 
found, soon after taking office, that 
they had inherited a deficit of $127 in 
unexpected taxes—payable immediately! 
The officers cleaned out the treasury 
and borrowed the balance on their own 
signatures from the Employees Co-Op. 
By the end of the season the debt had 
been entirely repaid and a tidy balance 
entered on the books. 


Headlines 
H. E. “Ed”? BUTLER, combinationman at 


Ashland, has completed the course and re- 
ceived his certificate as First Aid Instructor 
for the American Red Cross and is now 
authorized to teach first aid classes. 


FRANK KUBAT, area manager, was 
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elected president of the Superior Golf Club 
at a meeting of members on Friday, April 9. 

MYRON BIRDSLEY, Auburn Plant, was 
honored by local DeMolay members by his 
recent election as “DeMolay Dad.” 


A. B. WATERS, district commercial man- 
ager, is the new president of the Lincoln 
Chapter, National Office Managers Associa- 
tion. He was elected at a meeting of the 
group held April 14. 

ROD D. ANDREWS, traffic engineer, was 
elected president of the Lincoln Sertoma Clu 
on April 13. Mr. Andrews has been an 
enthusiastic worker in the numerous civic 
activities of Sertoma for several years. 

G. D. BROCK, area manager, and WIL- 
LIAM McOMBER, manager at Crete, pro- 
vided the Crete school with a miniature 
switchboard equipped with telephones for 
demonstrating correct procedures for placing 
and receiving calls. According to the CRETE 
NEWS it has been most helpful in making 
children conscious of proper telephone man- 
ners. 
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The Employees Co-Op Credit Association elected a brand new set of officers 
this year. They are pictured, en masse, growped about the desk of Co-Op book- 
keeper Tillie Boyd. From left we recognize Charles Meshier, treasurer; Richard 
Hobson, secretary; Richard H. Spohn, president; and Kent Eno, vice-president. 
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*% 4 Eastern District 


Betty Miles, 
Associate Editor 


Nebraska City Area 
Carol L. Broers, Correspondent 


Carol Broers and Vera Orton attended a 
formal Beta Sigma Phi Founders Day dinner 
held at Steinhart Park Lodge, April 30th. 

. . Bonnie Biggs has been doing some- 
thing quite different from the usual job. 
Seems she was called for jury duty. How 
do you like to sleep in the Court House all 
night, Bonnie? Ethyl Armstrong and 
Lillian Bader attended the Easter Sunrise 
Services along with the other members of 
the Women’s Division of the Chamber of 
Commerce. This officially opened the be- 
ginning of the Centennial activities. The 
ladies were attired in their Centennial 
dresses and bonnets. ‘The following day 
their pictures were in the Omaha World- 
Herald. ... Edna Komma attended the 
wedding of her nephew, Loren Graul, in 
Lincoln on April 9th. . .. Several of the 
Nebraska City Brownie Troops have been 
visiting the traffic department. ‘They find 
the work quite fascinating and you can no 
doubt guess what the Brownies want to be 
when they grow a little older. . . . Veltha 
Poggemeyer had, as a recent guest, her 
nephew, Sgt. Don Hunter, who has been in 
the Far East... . A new PBX switchboard 
is being installed at the American Meter 
Company by Ernest Barney, with the as- 
sistance of the local forces. Clarence 
Jennings bowled in a contest at St. Joe and 
Kansas City for bowlers with an average of 
182 and over. ... Mr. and Mrs. J. A. 
McKinzie were in town to tell us goodbye. 
We are sorry to see Mr. McKinzie leave, 
and hope he will come back to see us now 


and then. 


Platismouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 


Mrs. Lester Nichols and family spent the 
week end in Wapello, Iowa, visiting rela- 
tives and friends. ‘They also visited some 
beautiful scenic spots on their trip. Pauline 
Reckard and husband drove to the far 
western part of the state last week to visit 
their son, Dale, who is teaching at Hagler, 
Nebraska. They also drove into the Colo- 
rado mountains and had a most enjoyable 


trip. . . . Hilda Johanns and husband were 
in Agra, Kansas, for a few days visiting 
relatives. ... Grace Heigl and “Tip” 


Johanns came to work Monday A.M. prac- 
tically walking on their knees. They went 
on a shopping spree in Omaha and from 
all the places they were in (stores we 
mean), it’s no wonder... . The mumps are 
really the rage in this office. Ben Ander- 
son has been quite ill with them and W. 
Sherman went home to Tecumseh last week 
with the mumps. The latest victim is Bob 
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_ PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS | 
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Humiston’s daughter, Noveta, so we are 
watching Bob very close, too.... Mr. and 
J. A. McKinzie paid us a visit last 
week, and we enjoyed having them so very 
much. M. C. Walker and Paul Henson 
were also visitors in the office ... Frances 
Moore came to work wearing a beautiful 
diamond and a smile just as beautiful. The 
wedding will be in May, and we all join in 
wishing her great joy and happiness. . 
Marjorie Uffelman, Weeping Water, is an- 
other victim of mumps. We understand she 
is getting along very well. 
Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 
“In spring a young man’s fancy lightly 
turns to thoughts of love.” The love bug 
already has bitten hard here. Phyllis Bar- 
tels is the proud owner of a diamond, third 
finger left hand. Congratulations, Phyllis. 
Rumors also have been around that the 
love bug has been nibbling at others near by. 
We’re waiting for the big announcement. 
. Beata Merz spent Easter at Norfolk 
with her sister and family. . . . Miss Laura 
Douty spent Easter in Colorado Springs 
with a sister who is ill. She attended 


Nelson Builds a Team 
of Champions 


Sanford Nelson, of General Shop, 
who appears in the extreme right in the 
photo above, is to be congratulated for 
an excellent job of leadership and 
coaching during the late basketball 
season. Sanford guided his Seven-Up 
team to the championship of the Junior 
City basketball championship in a 
blazing drive down the home stretch. 
The Seven-Ups lost their first two 
starts before beginning their winning 
streak that extended through the final 
18 games. They numbered among their 
victims the state Parochial champions 
from David City. Carl Hudson, Seven- 
Up official and sponsor of the team, 
stands at left. The team, front row: 
Wessel, Bauer, Hertzel, Bryant. Back 
row: Watson, Ciecior, Schwartz, Lewis. 


—<6t 16 }e— 


TUTTI 


Easter Sunrise Service in the “Garden of 
the Gods.” Helen Norwood’s father, 
who has been quite ill, had a serious opera- 
tion at Bryan Memorial Hospital in Lin- 
coln recently. He is recovering satisfactor- 
ily and will be able to return home soon. 
‘ Visitors in our office recently were 
Messrs. Max Walker and Paul Henson. 


Wahoo Area 
Lura Blackman and Mary Beaty, Correspondents 


Corinne Stralow enjoyed a pleasant week 
end at the home of her parents in Morrison, 
Illinois. It was her first trip home since 
she started working in September. . . . Joe 
Young, small son of Mrs. Sandra Young, 
had the three-day measles. Manager 
John Potter became ill and had to be taken 
to Clarkson Hospital April 13. He is now 
recuperating at home. Hurry back, John. 

Cathy and Mark, children of Mrs. 
Mary Taylor, had a bout with the mumps 
last month. ... Mr. and Mrs. Ed Butler 
and Mr. and Mrs. Bob Barnes enjoyed a 
delicious turkey dinner at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. John Groenjes. It was in honor 
of the Groenjes’ 30th wedding anniversary. 

. Lura Blackman has returned to work 
after recovering from an operation. 
Leona Yarmon is back after a three weeks’ 
absence recovering from an operation. Glad 
to see you up and around and back to work 
again. . . . Among those attending the ice 
show in Omaha were Mae Meduna, Hazel 
Hagenbuck and Mary Beaty. . The op- 
erators’ lounge has taken on a new look 
with some new furniture. It’s really nice. 

Vacationers this month are Emily 
Bohaty and Dorothy Ostry. 


Paula Otte, 
Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Shirley Stock and Dorothy Bigégerstatf, 
Correspondents 

It’s Springtime again and our thoughts 
are turned towards moving and gardening. 
Della Gerdes has moved into a new apart- 
ment, as has also Wilma James. Wilma is 
now closer to her work and in more spacious 
living quarters. June Vanarsdall has moved 
to a different apartment, one with plenty of 
windows in it for a pleasant summer. The 
other evening, however, during a very bad 
windstorm June found herself wishing she 
was back in her old living quarters with 
fewer windows. Shirley Bolejack, who has 
been living with her parents in Nemaha, 
moved to a room here in Auburn. We know 
she’ll be a good girl because the room hap- 
pens to be in the home of the Chief of 
Police. Myron Birdsley and George Damon 
have been talking about their gardening 
adventures but up to the present time their 


ambitious natures have not stimulated the 
remainder of the employees.... The Knights 
Templar drill team, of which Myron Birds- 
ley is a member, made a trip to North 
Platte for meetings which were climaxed 
by a banquet. We are told that Auburn’s 
drill team won first place with Lincoln’s 
second. . . . Several operators attended the 
Ice Capades in Omaha. Among these were 
Joan Coatney, Wilma James, Elva and Joan 
Remmers, Shirley Stock, Doris Peterson 
and Helen Dettmer. Helen and Doris en- 
joyed a steak supper at the Spare Time 
Cafe in Omaha following the show... . Mr. 
and Mrs. George Demon and family trav- 
eled to Sabetha, Kansas, on April 4 to at- 
tend the wedding of a nephew. ... Jack 
Little and Lloyd Oglesby are members of 
the Auburn Square Dance Club. Jack 
attended the big square dance festival held 
at the Coliseum in Lincoln. 


Beatrice Area 

Beulah Mason, Correspondent 
In a group of seventy girls and ladies 
there surely must be a lot of news; however, 
yours truly could squeeze out very little. 
. Mable Wieting returned to work fol- 
lowing a week of vacation and Marcella 
Will is back after two weeks of sick leave. 
. Starting toll training this week are 
Genevieve Harper and Norma Wallman. 
Donna Wehling, Eleonore Harding and 
Paula Otte attended the Sunday wedding 
of Betty Burton, former commercial depart- 

ment clerk, at Greenleaf, Kansas. 


Crete Area 
Loretta McIInay, Correspondent 

A farewell covered-dish supper was held 
at Manager E. M. Massie’s home in Friend 
honoring Mr. and Mrs. E. L. Wheatcraft and 
daughter, Diane. The Wheatcrafts are mov- 
ing to Crete soon. The Friend office was 
visited recently by a very interested group 
of eight rural pupils and their teacher, Mrs. 
Ella Burda... . Our week-end traveler was 
Arlene Hunsche, Crete traffic, who spent a 
few days in Missouri, Kansas and Iowa.. . 
We are happy to have had Traveling In- 
structor Irene Combs with us for several 
days; also Directory Salesman Al Zehrung, 
who stopped long enough to say a cheery 
“Hello.” Manager Brock can’t quite 
enjoy this weather that’s making the grass 
grow. Well, really, it isn’t the weather, it’s 
the thought of keeping his big lawn trimmed. 


Fairbury Area 
Velda Wagner, Correspondent 

Charlotte Jordan’s brothers from Santa 
Clara, California, and Minneapolis, Minne- 
sota, were here for a family reunion. Her 
sister and family from Minden were also 
here. . . . Martha Vculek has been going 
around with a big smile on her face. Her 
boy friend is home on furlough from the 
Navy. ... Barbara Lampe left for Cali- 
fornia to meet her husband who is in the 
Navy and returning from Japan. ... Mrs. 
Charles Kermoade and son were in an auto 
accident recently. Both received injuries 
but are getting along just fine. ... Tillie 
Alpers spent Easter week end in Dallas, 
Texas, visiting her niece and family. Yours 
truly spent Easter week end in Norton, 


Kansas. . . . The commercial and traffic de- 
partments received a face lifting last week. 
We are right in style with the Easter Parade 
and are blossomed out in bright new colors. 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Goracke, Correspondent 

This correspondent wes an active partici- 
pant in a wedding on April 19 at Steinauer, 
being the bride, and sister Barbara from 
Columbus was the maid of honor. Several 
fellow employees were present in the church 
in the morning, and quite a few were at the 
dance in the evening. One of the most 
cherished gifts received is a Universal Cof- 
feematic from the office group. ... Irene 
Shew should remember her birthday for a 
long time because she acquired a beautiful 
diamond for her left hand that day, and 
she was also given a party by the girls in 
the traffic department. Maybe all this ex- 
citement is the reason for the sort of in- 
formation she was dispensing while working 
at the Information Desk. When a subscriber 
requested something, Irene was heard telling 
him to call the mortuary and they might be 
able to help him! .. . The visitor at Cecile 
Morehead’s house is her brother, Floyd 
Newton of Green Cove, Florida, who has 
just received an honorable discharge from 
the Navy after serving twenty-two years. 
. Tyler Ryan, Bill Eckles, Dick McCall 
and Raymie Johnson were in the crowd at 
the Beatrice auditorium when the Harlem 
Globetrotters were there. ... Henri Goracke 
is real proud because she’s “Auntie” again, 
even though it’s the ninth time. . . . Rolly 
Drake is home from Germany after being 
there for over two years. He says that 


some of those German words accidentally 
slip out yet. 


; Westerin Distinct 


Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
Velma Bock, Correspondent 


It seems rather quiet around the Geneva 
exchange since Lyle Piper’s gang has com- 
pleted their job here. Seriously, we en- 
joyed having the gang, and we miss seeing 
them every week. A truly nice bunch of 
fellows to work with. Here’s hoping they 
return again. ... Area Manager and Mrs. 
Crew spent a week vacationing in Tuscola, 
Texas, visiting with their daughter and 
family. ... Mr. and Mrs. Bob Bock visited 
the Pioneer Village in Minden and also 
visited in Culbertson. Gladys Steirs 
celebrated a birthday and treated the girls 
to candy bars. Virginia Baker, Nata 
Hershey and Emma Ebbeka went on the 
bus tour to Omaha which took them 
through some very interesting places and 
ended by going to the Ice Capades. 

Hastings Area 
Luetta Bacon, Correspondent 

Carol Banta Towers was honored at a 
personal shower given by Evonnee Snyder 
and Luetta Bacon. After games and gift 
opening the hostesses served refreshments. 
Carol received many lovely gifts... . Ruth 
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Carol Banta Towers, Hastings Traffic, a new 
bride, received a tableful of gifis at the 
shower given by co-workers. 


Compton, Anna Mohlman, Jolene Erickson 
and Janice Ransom spent their vacations 
just staying home. Anna Bott took a week 
off to do her spring housecleaning. Luetta 
Bacon attended the state B. of R. T. con- 
vention in Fairbury. . Zelma Mason jour- 
neyed to Omaha for the Ice Capades and 
enjoyed them very much. 


Hebron Area 
Mary Wright, Correspondent 

Mr. and Mrs. Heine Taedter and friends 
attended the Shrine Circus in Hastings, and 
reported an enjoyable time. Their son, 
Richard, was home for a short visit from 
Sidney, where he is working as a telegraph 
operator. On Easter Sunday, Mrs. 
Norma Maschmenn attended the wedding 
of Emily Jo Noren, traffic department, 
Superior, and Linley Meyer of Nelson... . 
Ronald Francis has certainly had a smiling 
face lately. We wonder if the new car he 
is driving has something to do with it. 
Very nice, Ronny. 


Stromsburg Area 
Betty Beebe, Correspondent 

Marion Beezley, directory salesman, has 
been visiting the Osceola office, getting ads 
for the coming directory. ... Jim Hatfield, 
combinationman, Stromsburg, is driving a 
new GMC company truck, and reminds us 
of a boy with a new toy. 


Superior Area 
Betty Jo Peery, Correspondent 

Erma Keenan and family journeyed to 
Bassett, Nebraska, for Easter and also to 
celebrate her birthday. Upon her return to 
the office Monday she received a large 
bouquet of roses from the operators, and 
three crocheted doilies, along with many 
wishes for a Happy Birthday. ... Jolene 
Loop received a four-hundred-day clock and 
a demitasse set from her fiance in Germany. 
She is making plans and shopping as he 
will soon be on his way home. . . . Donna 
Gaddis’ fiance has sailed for home, and we 
expect to hear her humming “California, 
Here I Come,” as they will make their home 
on the west coast in the near future. 
LaVetta Dunn is on the sick list with the 
mumps and will be off work for a couple 
of weeks. . . . Erma Keenan and our serv- 
ice assistants toured the Lincoln office 
recently and had very interesting reports 


A DIAMOND EMBLEM FOR MERLIE MARKUSON 
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Merlie V. Markuson sat in the honor-chair at a Cornhusker luncheon on 
April 12 and heard some nice things said about herself. The occasion marked 
Merlie’s fortieth anniversary with the company, an attainment currently shared 
by only three other members of the fair sex. 

It was in February 1914 that Miss Markuson put up her first connection on 
the board at. David City, her home town. She had a two months’ service break 
in 1917, but returned as line operator to do her bit during World War I. In June 
1919 she came to Lincoln as operator and in August 1922 was appointed assistant 
chief. She became traveling instructor in September 1935, a position she has 
filled with quiet efficiency since that time. 

The forty-year service pin was presented at the luncheon by M. M. Hale, vice 
president, who is seated with Miss Markuson in the center of the picture above. 
About them are grouped other participants of the honoring party. Seated, left to 
right, are: Pearl Barnhouse, Irene Combs, Myra Metcalf, Elsie Andrews, Mary 
Bornemeier and Walter F. Roberts. Standing: Lloyd W. Cleveland, Rod Andrews, 
L. P. Young and Dick Hobson. Excepting Messrs. Hale and Roberts, all are mem- 


bers of the general traffic department. 


of the office as well as a good time... . 
Glenda Garton has returned to work after 
three months of fun and relaxation in 
Sunny California. . . . Donna Pittman Gil- 
lett is busy packing. She and Dewey will 
live on a ranch in Kansas. Donna plans to 
continue working. Kathy Rust and 
Shirley Swanson are enjoying their vaca- 
tions relaxing at home this month. 


Sution Area 
Catherine Cassell, Correspondent 

On April 6th the Sutton Area employees 
and their families enjoyed the showing of 
the 50th Anniversary film, “Milestones of 
Service.” After the picture, ice cream end 
cookies were served. ... Dick, son of Mr. 
end Mrs. P. V. Eckles, had the misfortune 
to break his left arm. He is getting along 
O.K. . . . Lloyd Jenkins of Lincoln showed 
some pictures on Safe Driving and Safe 
Working at the Safety First meeting... . 
The long awaited rain which came April 21 
caused some cable trouble in the Sutton 
Area. ... Our sympathy goes to Area 
Manager Menkamyer in the recent death 
of his mother. 


York Area 
Rowena Light, Correspondent 
Congratulations and best wishes to Bev- 
erly Smith, who is leaving her commercial 
clerk position at York to be married. A/2C 
Rol Otte, her fiance, recently returned from 
overseas duty with Uncle Sam’s Air Force 
in the Far East... . Edna Pflughaupt, chief 
operator, spent one week of vacation visiting 


her brother’s family in Denver. She assumed 
household duties at the Zimmerman home 
while Mrs. Zimmerman was in the hospital 
convalescing from recent surgery. ... Karen, 
Mrs. Pflughaupt’s youngest daughter, was 
home over Easter vacation, taking time off 
from her studies at Concordia High School, 
Seward. ... June Moore, Traffic, took ad- 
vantage of her vacation time by getting 
settled in her newly occupied farm home. 
... This month’s “horticulturists” are Ferne 
Wilger and Artie Bowen, who have been 
spending time beautifying their yards... . 
The phrase, “stuck in the mud,” might well 
have been applied to Mary Burhoop, De- 
Lores Lubke and Carol Jensen the othe: 
afternoon, who, while driving outside the 
city limits of York, suddenly found that they 
were unable to move their vehicle either 
forward or backward. With the help of two 
wreckers they were soon able to mobile 
again. Sterling Nelson, area manager, 
and his Boy Scouts enjoyed the beauties of 
nature while camping out one night re- 
cently. . . . See you next issue! 


ATUST GOT? ye 
THE BOOKS 


Katherine Cole, 
Associate Editor 


Jane Hintz had often asked, “What shall 
I bring you from Japan?” We all thought 
she was day-dreaming, but the dream is 
coming true for Jane is on her way to 
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Japan. Her husband is stationed there 
with the Air Force. They plan to be there 
about 18 months. The girls of the disburse- 
ment section entertained Tene at lunc> -n74 
presented her with a gift before she left. 
. .. Alvina Miller spent three days’ vaca- 
tion with her mother before the letter left 
for a California visit. Now Alvina’s mother 
likes it so well that she plens to stay a year! 
... I. J. Devoe presented M. W. Franklin 
with his 25-year service vin in the presence 
of several friends. . . . Martha Dietrich is 
serving jury duty end seems to be en‘oy'nz 
it. . .. We extend sympathy to Estelle 
Foght who was called to Minneapolis be- 
cause of the death of her father-in-law... . 
In case you saw nine very strange characters 
on the street one Thursday evening and have 
been curious ever since about just what they 
were, we will explain. It was Pat Deinert 
end eight other pledges being initiated into 
Epsilon Sigma Alpha sorority. Sorry we 
haven’t a picture to submit for those of 
you who missed seeing the girls... . Julia 
Kastning and husband spent the Easter 
week end in Blue Earth, Minnesota. ... Don 
Schwenke spent a week end at Augusta, 
Kansas, visiting end reminiscing about old 
times with Mr. Sudan Cancor from Ankara, 
Turkey. They were co-workers for a year 
with the United States Military Mission for 
Aid to Turkey. . . . If this column seems 
noisy, dusty, and smelly, it is just that we 
are in the midst of walls being knocked 
down and walls being put up on the 4th 
floor. 


Central District 
COmMMeKCIANAE 


Ys ‘a? Ruth White, 
Associate Editor 


Mr. and Mrs. Alex Geist spent a few 
weeks in Florida visiting their son and new 
daughter-in-law. Alex said they had a won- 
derful vacation, and when he returned he 
was sporting the most marvelous tan. One 
would think he had spent the winter in 
Florida instead of Nebraska. . . . Jean 
Baker spent a few days in North Platte 
visiting her sister end just resting. .. - 
Chauncey Eggerss didn’t enjoy himself 
as much as the people mentioned above. 
He spent a week in the hospital with some 
very mean ulcers. We're very happy to say 
that Chauncey is feeling much better now. 


slut 
Dorothy Miller, 
Associate Editor 


The morning of April 16 the girls, plus 
the boss, Mr. Meshier, met at the Chef 
for a 7:00 o’clock breakfast in honor of 
Mr. and Mrs. Dulin who were each pre- 
sented with a gift. The Dulins are leaving 
to make their home in California. We are 
going to miss you, Ed. Our best wishes for 
health and happiness go with them. ... We 
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are glad to report that Ralph Schweitzer is 
back with us after having spent almost two 
years in the Navy. ... We are trying some- 
thing a little different in writing up our 
news, and that is showing it by departments. 
Hope you like it. 


Custodian’s Department 
Paul Radebaugh, Correspondent 

During spring vacation Earl Kilpatrick 
and family visited Earl’s home town of 
Cotesfield. His three children had quite a 
time on the farm, helping with the chores. 
Earl tried his luck at fishing but could 
catch nothing larger than a minnow. 
Bill Schuman had a pleasant surprise over 
the Easter holiday. His daughter Margie 
and son flew in from California. Her hus- 
band is going to join them later. Margie is 
a former employee of the supply department. 


Service Operators 

Thelma Wisen and Louise Roth, Correspondents 

Sharon Smith and Evelyn Russell went to 
Wichita, Kansas, on March 12. They must 
have had a very eventful week end, as they 
returned with that tired “why did we have 
to come back look.” ... Marilyn Osborn 
and husband journeyed to Marilyn’s home 


town of Campbell on March 13.... JoAnn 
Gloor visited her father at St. Edward over 
Easter week end. ... Anyone interested in 


losing weight should see Evelyn Russell, 
who has lost twenty pounds in two weeks. 
See our next column for further results. 


Toll Equipment Department 
Phyllis Kittle, Correspondent 


Alvin Reed attended an RCA TV Color 
Clinic in Omaha for two days. . . . Oliver 
Hoffman and Alvin spent two days with 
the A. T. & T. Company in Omaha learn- 
ing about T. O. C. (TV Operating Center). 
This pertains to program monitoring as it 
is received via microwave from Omaha. 
While in Omaha they visited KMTV Sta- 
tion, saw a live show being televised and 
talked with the men who were actually 
doing the televising. . Earl Meese has 
been selected a member of Sigma ‘Tau. 
Earl was selected on the basis of his scholas- 
tic record, sociability and practicability. He 
is in the field of electrical engineering and 
is in the upper third of the Junior class. 

. We understand that Chet Harp took 
a very nice trip during his three weeks’ 
vacation. 


"3" Office 
Howard Stroup, Correspondent 
We are glad to report at this time that 
Vern Hutchison is out of the hospital and 
back home after suffering from a bad fall 
at his home on April 10. We hope to see 
you back on the job soon, Vern. 


"4" Office 
George Albury, Correspondent 
Darrell Cottingham is back on the job 
after having been laid up with the mumps 
for about two weeks. 


“"6"' Office 
Russell Guthrie, Correspondent 
William Baker has been very busy mov- 
ing into his new home at 1900 Rancho 
Road. 


"5-7" Office 
Arleen Swanson, Correspondent 

The 5-7 Office Switchroom has taken on 
a new look. New fluorescent lights were 
recently installed. ... Kenneth Myhre was 
selected to serve on the jury two weeks in 
April. The Lincoln Air Force Base 
job has been started by the switchroom de- 
partment. ... Arleen Swanson took a week 
of her vacation and did spring houseclean- 
ing. ... Mr. and Mrs. Robert Novotny are 
the proud parents of a daughter, Deborah 
Lynn, born March 19. Mrs. Novotny 
(Velora) is a former employee of this office. 

Wire Chief’s Department 
Constance Decker. Correspondent 

Jim Howland and family took a week’s 
vacation visiting relatives in Hastings, and 
in Wray end Holyoke, Colorado. While at 
Wray they spent a half day hunting arrow- 
heads. Jim reports he found one that is 
a beauty. . . . Lester Hutchison and wife 
spent three weeks in the “Sunny South.” 
They visited relatives in Biloxi, Mississippi, 
then spent a week touring Florida. ... Art 
Lamberson stayed in Lincoln and worked 
on his home during one week of his 
vacation. 


Carole Schulz, 
Associate Editor 


This month has been a little on the 
quiet side for our department except for 
a couple of eventful happenings. . . . Rod 
Andrews was elected 1954-55 President of 
Sertoma Club. Congratulations, Rod, we 
agree they sure know how to pick ’em... . 
Bobbie Weiler has a gleam in her eye that 
could make a hundred-fifty-watt bulb seem 
dim. ‘The reason for this is that she re- 
ceived a long distance "phone call from a 
special sailor who just reached the States 
and is on his way home. Hang on, Bobbie, 
after fourteen months of waiting, two or 
three more weeks won’t be too bad. 


Millie Whitla, 
Associete Editor 


We seem to have missed the boat the 
last couple of months so there is quite a lot 
of news to catch up on. Some early 
vacationers are Mary Ormand—visiting in 
North Dakota, Marie Portsche—visiting in 
Spokane, Washington, and Darlene Multer 
who spent a restful (?) week at home. Pat 
King and Lillian Baker also stayed in Lin- 
coln. Week-end travelers were Jackie Crook 
and Donna Donovan, who went to Oklahoma 
City (what’s the attraction down there, 
girls?) and Janice Williamson and Barbara 
Swanda who had a fling in Denver... . We 
unfortunates who had to stay at home and 
work did get a break in the form of a 
party—-two parties, to be exact. One—a 
birthday party for all those who were March 
babies, and the other—a celebration for 
Darlene Multer on her 25th anniversary 
with the company. Cake, ice cream and 
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Lincoln operators enjoy the proximity and 
beauty of their new coffee bar and lounge. 
From left to right, at their coffee break, are 
Helen Krieger, Cecile Simons, June Kline 
and Letha Campbell. 


coffee were served. Also along the party 
line was a stork shower given for Wilma 
Tussey. Hostesses were Marlene Thompson, 
Doris Hardt, Arlene Fitzpatrick and Dorothe 
Keller. Tippy received many lovely gifts. 
. . . Congratulations are in order for Pauline 
Carlisle and Maxine Stiegelmar, who are the 
owners of diamond rings, and to Kennetha 
Perry for her graduation from the “Driver’s 
Training Course” from Lincoln High School. 
Now her husband won’t let her drive the 
car. Make sense? ... Last, but not least, 
congratulations to Jenny Griffin who after 
many futile attempts finally sent in a sug- 
gestion that reaped a reward—$10.00.... 
For those of you who follow the adventures 
of Kenney Perry’s cat, Tom, you might be 
interested to know that he found a bird in 
her clothes dryer. That’s fine, Kenney, 
but what was Tom doing in the dryer? 
While we are in the animal column we 
wish to extend our sympathy to Mary Arthur 
whose happy little dog, Butch, met with an 
accident. We have seen people get 
excited over a number of things, but Ella 
Hansen really went all out over a twenty 
dollar bill—spilled a whole cup of coffee 
in her lap. Elaine Hall must have been 
pretty excited also over a telephone call 
‘cause she ran so fast to get to the phone 
she fell flat on the floor. . . . Our Hero of 
the Month is Evelyn Koch, who spent her 
entire week-end transplanting Blue Grass— 
of all things. She says it makes a fine lawn, 
so any of you Green Thumbs take heed. 
. . . Guess that is it for this month. 
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Florence Tatman, 
Associate Editor 


A few more completed vacations have 
been marked off the schedule. L. A. Stacy 
spent some time at home getting the spring 
yard work done, then visited his daughter 
in Oklahoma. . . . Colorado beckoned Bill 
Weygint and Red Maxfield... . Lester Ellis 
recently moved to an acreage and used his 
vacation time for tilling the soil, etc. 
Ruth Russell is back into regular working 
routine again following her bout with ap- 
pendicitis and the surgeon's knife. 
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From York comes the tale of amateur 
horticulturist Velma Garland who wanted 
to start some rhubarb plants in her 
garden. She got some slips from Alice 
Peters and planted them. Alice was 
somewhat surprised to learn later that 
Velma planted them in Mother Earth with 
the leaves DOWN! 


Lila Richardson, York Traffic, took 
advantage of her day off to wash her 
hair. The job took up most of the day. 
Poor Lila began operations by reaching 
for a bottle of shampoo, and mistakenly 
applied a generous handful of boot oil 
instead. It took several more consecu- 
tive shampoos to repair the damage. 


PIT PO 


Johnny Brockmeyer, Hebron Plant, 
came to work with a large circular 
bruise on his forehead. The other 
fellows asked how it happened. "The 
baby did it with a rattle," replied 
John. It sounded pretty thin, that 
such a small youngster could pack 
such a wallop. The truth finally 
came out. The rattle had a suction 
cup end - and John stuck it on his 
forehead and let the baby tug at 
it, to the great amusement of both. 
It was some time later that the 
black and blue spot appeared in all 
its glory. 


| CALLED THESE Two 
DECEASED PERSONS AND 
DIDNT GET ANY 

ANSWER, 


PERHAPS IF YOU WOULD 
CALL THE MORTUARY 


Tey MAY BE ABLE 
> 10 HELP YOU. 


Irene Shew, Tecumseh Traffic, was 
overheard giving out this. helpful 
advice from the information desk 
the other day. We're sure Irene 
wasn't suggesting that her sub- 
scriber should "drop dead." , 


Betty Jo Peery, cashier at Superior, proved 
by her recent remark that she isn't one who 
easily "gives up the ghost." 


MY NEW COAT 15 
CERTAINLY GETTING 
A LOT OF ATTENTION 


THE Trip 15 our ! 
| COULDN'T STAND 
ANOTHER BATILE 
LIKE THAT wit 

ANY OLD FISH. 


Esther and Jean Baker, Lincoln Com- 
mercial, take turns being first out 
of bed on work-mornings. One of the 
chores of the early riser is to make 
the coffee. A sleepy-eyed Esther 
prepared the percolator a few morn- 
ings ago, but forgot to put on the 
Lid. When the girls came to the 
kitchen for breakfast many minutes 
later they could scarcely believe 
that such a small amount of coffee 
could spatter such a wide area. 


Edna Mahlock, Beatrice Traffic, had to 
tell this one on herself. The Mahlocks 
have been planning a fishing trip to 
Minnesota. One night Edna made the trip 
in a dream. She rowed out in the lake 
and hooked a twenty-pound catfish. Edna 
and the fish fought it out all over the 
landscape and it took two long hours to 
land the critter. She was so exhausted 
next morning that she could scarcely get 
to the office. 


Lila Kiem, Hebron Traffic, took a swing 
down Main Street on her way to work. She 
Was agreeably surprised at the attention 
attracted by her new poodle-cloth coat. 
Not until she got to the office did she 
learn that a wire coat hanger had hooked a 
free ride on the back of her coat. 


Antidotes were needed for the high feelings that existed between former 
Lincoln Bell and Automatic employees when the two organizations were 
merged into one. This old flashlight picture shows the first get-together of 
the united group at a dance held April 4, 1912 at Folsom Hall, Lincoln. The 
committee was made up of “the girls,’” with Margaret McKain and Agnes 
Scouller, rival chief operators, as co-chairmen. 


The Consolidation — 1912-1914 


(The sixth installment in the history of The Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company) 


On January 8, 1912, the Board of Directors enthusiastical- 
ly put their stamp of approval to the agreement for the 
purchase of Bell properties in southeast Nebraska. The story 
was given to the Lincoln newspapers, who scored a “‘scoop”’ 
with their exclusive release which was reprinted through- 
cut the nation. 

The next day a stockholders meeting was called to ratify 
the action of the Board. The meeting was called at the tele- 
phone building, but adjourned to reassemble at the home 
of Frank H. Woods, who had returned from the east and 
taken to his bed in one of the few instances of sickness he 
would ever know. Mr. Woods voted his stock in person and 
the Board’s action was confirmed. 

Both Bell and Automatic employees were taken aback 
with the announcement. The secret of the impending pur- 
chase had been entrusted only to a few of the operating of- 
ficials and it had been well kept. 

However, there had been whisps of evidence that some- 
thing was in the wind. During the past few months news- 
paper advertisements and statements of telephone officials 
had taken a new and mellow note. In some locations the 
4wo companies had begun to make joint use of pole lines, 
and plainly an effort was being made to apply balm to 
ancient wounds and to allay the bitterness that had long 
existed throughout both organizations. 

The first great fear of Bell employees that they would 
coon be out of a job was quieted by the announcement by 
LT&T that all regular Bell personnel would find a place on 
the payroll of the new organization. They fared much 
better than they hoped. 

A complete reorganization of LT&T was announced on 
February 1, 1912. The responsibilities of the plant, traffic, 
commercial and auditing departments were defined. The ter- 
ritory was divided into districts. Supervisory staff and line 


tion had been made between employees of either company 
in assigning the personnel to fill the new positions. 
Reporting to M. T. Caster, plant superintendent, were J. A. 
Becker, plant engineer; C. H. Ellsworth, superintendent of 
buildings: A. S. Romano, eastern and central district plant 
chief; H. W. Wheeler, western district plant chief; A. M. 
Roberts, general storekeeper; and F. B. Sweeney, chief clerk. 
Additional plant department appointments in the central 
district named William Cunningham, construction foreman; 
Tom N. Jones, city foreman; Charles M. Anderson, cable 


foreman; Henry Hoveland, chief of service-automatic ex- 
change; Guy E. Vennum, district facilities man; W. A. 
Shaw, toll wire chief; F. E. Hannah, local wire chief; and 
E. L. Ward, district chief clerk. 

Reporting to R. E. Mattison, commercial superintendent, 
were Dudley T. Cook, C. E. Campbell, R. A. Wylie, T. H. 
Pollock and W. H. Caman; district commercial managers for 
the central, eastern, western, Plattsmouth and southern 
districts, respectively. 

Reporting to George K. Gann, traffic superintendent, 
were C. D. Perrin, supervisor of traffic; T. C. Rice, traffic 
engineer; all chief operators, instructors and service in- 
spectors. 

Reporting to C. P. Russell, auditor, were W. L. Lemon, 
general accountant; Walter Thorgrimson, district account- 
ant; bookkeepers and payroll clerks. 

It was to be expected that some personal differences 
would arise among employees after the sudden fusion of the 
two warring factions, but such was not the case. Aside from 
good-natured bantering that cropped out for many years, 
the erstwhile enemies beat their swords into plowshares 
and attacked the work at hand. There was work aplenty. 

Plans for the operation of most of our newly purchased 
exchanges posed the first problem. Our former allies, the 
Independent companies operating in these towns, now be- 
came competitors. Fortunately, the situations springing 
from this state of affairs were soon settled to the satis- 
faction of all concerned. Usually LT&T arranged for the 
purchase of the Independent company. Sometimes we sold 
the Bell exchange. Rarely was it necessary to retain a 
competing exchange for a considerable period of time. 

Among the larger Independent telephone systems pur- 
chased during the first few months of 1912 were those of 
Seward, York, Johnson, Thayer and Saline counties; the 
Golden Rod of Saunders County; and the plants at Ne- 
braska City, Fairbury, Steinauer, Bennet, Panama and four 
or five others. Consolidation of the exchanges throughout 
the territory proceeded at a rapid rate but with a discord- 
ant note. We found that the former Bell properties in many 
towns had deteriorated to the point that a complete rebuild- 
ing job was necessary to bring the plant into serviceable 
condition. Apparently the Bell, long ago, had ceased invest- 
ing money in the upkeep of exchanges that would not stand 
the rigors of competition. 

It was the supposition that Lincoln Bell telephones would 
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be replaced by the automatic type and that the city would 
soon enjoy unified dial service. However, extended and un- 
biased service tests were made of both systems in operation 
and the results were disquieting. The manual system was 
furnishing much more accurate and faster service than 
the Automatic. Service and repair costs of the dial telephone 
also exceeded that of its simpler manual counterpart. There 
are those still in our organization who remember the in- 
herent weakness of the old 300-type Automatic sets with 
their temperamental wiper dialing contacts. 

The decision to retain the Automatic system in Lin- 
coln was made by the Board of Directors in May 1912. ‘Their 
choice was influenced by the fact that the “pot-belly” dial 
telephone was regarded with affection by most ot the 
subscribers despite its often unpredictable performance and 
many of its faults had been eliminated by recent improve- 
ments in the instrument and switches. Also 1t was feared 
that should the manual system be chosen, the door might 
be left ajar for the entrance of another Independent com- 
pany, just as LT&T had crept into the scene nine years 
before. 

The Board, at the same time, announced that the dial 
exchange at University Place would be discontinued and 
its subscribers added to the former Bell exchange of the 
Lincoln suburb. 

There were at that time 14,724 telephones in Lincoln, 1,211 
of which were in homes or business establishments served 
by both Automatic and Bell. 

The newspapers predicted, on the day of the purchase 
announcement, that a new and larger building would be 
necessary to house the combined forces and equipment of 
the new organization and called attention to the fact that 
both the Bell and Independent companies owned property 
adjoining their present locations at 128 South 13 Street and 
9°31 South 14 Street, respectively. All departments of the 
newly established general headquarters felt growing pains, 
and personnel spilled over into rented quarters in the 
Bankers Life Building and a warehouse-shop at 15th and N. 

It was on June 8, 1912 that plans were announced to 
build the general office structure at 14th and M. The 
building was to be 100 feet square, three stories high and 
would cost $100,000. On the same day the contract was 
let for the erection of the new Beatrice central office. No 
work had yet been done toward consolidation of the Lin- 
coln exchanges. Both were operating as separate units 
and Lincoln subscribers were growing impatient and 
vociferous. 

The standard wages for first-class linemen, inspectors, 
installers, switchmen, switchboardmen, testboardmen and 
shopmen were $3.00 for a nine-hour day. Sub-foremen re- 
ceived $3.25 and cable splicers $4.00. The work week was Six 
full days. It should be said that the new officials of the 
company made a practice of spending part of their Sun- 
Gays on the job, too. 

In most industries of the time, additional employee 
benefits were unheard of. There were no vacations, paid or 
otherwise; no Saturday half holidays; no provision for pay- 
ment of wages during sickness or accident disability. 

In June 1912 the company issued a schedule of rules, rates 
and benefits for employees, announcing a ten-day vacation 
with pay to monthly personnel; six Saturday afternoons off 
during the summer months; and payment for certain periods 
of sickness or accident absences. The circular also promised 
that should the State Railway Commission act favorably on 
the company’s application for a rate increase in Lincoln, and 
not later than January 1, 1913 in any event, wages in all 
first-class plant classifications would be increased in the 
amount of twenty cents per day. 

Twelve days later the local union of electrical workers, 
to which some 80 telephone men belonged, called a strike 
in support of its demand that the proposed wage increase 
be given immediately. Undoubtedly there was some justi- 
fication in the demand, for several of the former Bell em- 
ployees had been receiving the $3.20 scale before they 
were transferred to LT&T’s payroll. 
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Departmental Operating Officials, 1914 


COMMERCIAL DEPARTMENT. Front row: W. R. Johnson, Wester 
District; R. E. Mattison, commercial superintendent; W. E. Bell, 
Northern District. Back row: W. H. Caman, Southern District; Dudley 
T. Cook, Central District. Messrs. Johnson, Bell, Caman and Cook 
were district commercial managers. 


TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT. Front row: C. D. Perrin, Eastern Dis- 
trict; C. L. Sluyter, Western District; George K. Gann, traffic super- 
intendent. Back row: T. C. Rice, traffic engineer; R. O. Parks, 
Southern District. Messrs. Perrin, Sluyter and Parks were district 
traffic chiefs. 


PLANT DEPARTMENT. Front row: Charles M. Anderson, plant 
engineer; Jay Pugsley, Southern District; M. T. Caster, plant super- 
intendent. Back row: F. E. Behm, Eastern District; Harry W. Wheeler, 
Western District. Messrs. Pugsley, Behm and Wheeler were district 
plant chiefs. 


On June 15 Frank Woods addressed an open letter to the 
strikers, agreeing to the wage increase: but flatly refusing to 
egree to a later demand that the company sanction a closed 
shop and that the union be authorized to represent all plant 
employees. This was still 1912, and such notions were for- 
eign to the accepted standards of labor relations of that day. 

The union delayed its answer for several days. Mr. 
Woods warned the absent employees that their places were 
being filled by other workmen and that he had no inten- 
tion of demoting these men if and when the strikers re- 
turned. 


On the morning of June 24 the striking workmen re- 
turned to employment. Some of them were dissatisfied to 
find that their former jobs were filled and that they were 
now assigned to other work, even though the pay was 
comparable. The entire union group quit again at noon, 
demanding that all of them be returned to their former 
positions. 

The next night two large cables were cut. The union 
headquarters denied that any of the striking workmen had 
enything to do with the vandalism. Charges and counter- 
charges were hurled between the strikers and the company 
through the media of the local newspapers. Now began a 
aark and bitter period in company history. Damage to 
telephone plant appeared in all parts of the city. Company 
officials and others were deputized, and made nightly rounds 
in an attempt to protect the distributing plant and appre- 
hend the culprits. 

As time wore on, some of the strikers drifted back to the 
job. Others faced with worsening conditions took employ- 
ment elsewhere. On July 31 two of their number were ar- 
rested while in the act of cutting a cable. Their trial, which 
cragged on through the weeks, was covered in detail by the 
newspapers to the great injury of the union’s cause. Not 
until September 21, however, did the union call off the 
strike. By that time 25 of the original 86 striking workmen 
had returned to employment with LT&T. A dozen others 
returned within the next few weeks. The “Journal” com- 
mented, in its final story, that there was still a question as 
to the real cause of the strike. 

Meanwhile the former Bell employees were made to feel 
at home in the organization. Some of them appeared in 
LT&T uniform in the 1912 baseball team. Parties were held 


(1) The crew of Foreman 
Everett Cunningham, who 
took the picture. From 
left: Bob Smith, Ernest 
Wedgwood, Dan Arm- 
strong, Bob Robinson. 
Dick Robinson, on wagon, 
was the “skinner.’”’ Taken 
at Pickrell, about 1915. 
(2) First of the construc- 
tion fleet, taken at Pana- 
ma. The group includes 
E. Wedgwood, R. C. Mc- 
Lain and Harry Moss. 
(3) The exchange building 
and office pole of the 
Goldenrod Telephone 
Company at Cedar Bluffs, 
taken in 1903. (4) Freeman S. “Shorty’’ Holmes, long a familiar 
figure of the Lincoln commercial department. Shorty entered the 
business in 1881, only five years after the invention of the telephone. 
He died in front of the telephone building at Lincoln in July 1931. 
As a troubleman in the ancient days, Mr. Holmes told how most of 
the ailments of the instrument could be cleared by removing it from 
the wall and shaking it vigorously. (5) The latest fashion in hair-do 
is modeled by these operators of about 1908. 


to bring employees together, and the first annual company 
picnic was an event of the late summer. Among those who 
came from the Bell were Cecil C. Donley, present chief 
engineer; Ed Cummings, plan engineer; and Clyde Burge, 
southern district manager. They are the last of this large 
Eroup to remain as active employees. 

In November 1912 the “B” board arrived and was 1n- 
stalled. This board was of the nature of a missing link by 
which the consolidation at Lincoln could be effected and 
full service supplied. Automatic numbers of the 2 and 95 
exchanges appeared in full multiple on its jacks. Connec- 
tion to these subscribers was made by the “B” board oper- 
stors of calls from the tol! boards, farm lines, former Bell 
manual telephones, and the College View and University 
Place switchboards. 

The number of plant employees in Lincoln Zone 
doubled during the last eight months of 1912. A chart of 
the growth of this department is shown here: 


Classification May 1912 Dec. 1912 
Cablemen’s Helpers ...0.......2..:c20000000+- 3 8 
Cable Splicers ........0ccccccccccccceeeeecceeee: 2 4 
Switchmen ........ 10 20 
Trouble Operators ..000...--cccccecceeceecceee- 2 10 
Switchboardmen ..... eee eee. 4 2 
Fol) 0 6s) 5 eee 20 47 
Testboardmen ................................. 8 6 
Installers 2.000.000.0000... 17 36 
Repairmen 20.00.00... ccc cece ceeee 1 2 
Combinationmen............................ 4 4 
Shopmen 4 24 
So ]U510 (6 (2 6) 5 errr 4 17 
Batteryinen cc ie ee ces 1 1 
Rackmen ..w i 2 
Troublemen 9 6 
Inspectors ................................ ee 12 21 

dc 15: | ORO eco eee 105 210 


By the end of the year 1912 only Lincoln, Beatrice and 
Nebraska City remained to be consolidated among the 
towns where the company owned both exchanges. 

The application of LT&T for a rate increase came before 
the Railway Commission January 3, 1913. The company 
witnesses were well fortified with facts and figures to prove 
that the cost of normal operation and the laying aside of 
a suitable fund for depreciation was in excess of present 
returns. We had become depreciation conscious in our 
recent experience with dilapidated Bell and purchased 
Independent properties. 

The hearing lasted for three weeks and produced volumes 
of testimony, cross-examinations, rebuttals and orations. The 
application was contested by the city attorneys of Lincoln, 
Havelock and University Place and most belligerently by 
Judge W. H. England, who modestly wore the mantle of 
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The general office building at Lincoln, shortly after 
completion. Originally a three-story structure, it was 
finished and occupied in 1913. The smaller building 
adjoining it at riqht is the first LT&T home, erected 
in 1903. 


“defender of the common people.” It was a field day for 
reporters when the Judge took his turn at cross-examination. 
He was a first-rate showman besides being an able jurist. 
Frank Woods had presented most of the telephone com- 
pany’s case and his frequent clashes with Judge England 
developed into literary gems which were published in full 
in the daily papers. 

The Commission’s decision did not come until the last 
day of May when it announced that the proposed increase, 
in part, would be granted. 

Meanwhile the Lincoln consolidation had been completed: 
the new general office building was taking shape; and Inde- 
pendent plants at Hastings, DeWitt and Fillmore County 
had been purchased by LT&T. 

The general office building was occupied in the fall of 
1913. The ground floor of the three-story structure was 
leased to commercial firms, including a drug store, a plumb- 
ing contractor, a chandelier manufacturer, a dress shop and 
a beauty parlor. 

On the second floor were the offices of the commercial 
superintendent, general manager, district plant chief, pres- 
ident, secretary and assistant treasurer, and auditor. The 
accounting department and addressograph section filled 
the west wing. 

The third floor harbored the new toll switchboard, 
still in the process of assembly; the new cafeteria and 
offices of the traffic and plant superintendents. 

The plant office was a huge room occupied by Chief 
Clerk Sweeney and his crew; Plant Engineer Anderson and 
his force, consisting of engineers, draftsmen and blue print 
boys; and F. C. Dennison, supply clerk, and helpers, who 
formed the beginning of the supply department. The pres- 
ence of the general office mail boy added to the din of 
the room and the anguish of its occupants. 

The process of making blueprints was quite distracting. 
The prints were exposed to the sun in a huge frame that 
rolled through an open window onto a track spanning the 


The ‘’pole gin” in use at Hastings rebuild in 1914. J. L. 
Lyne, present outside plant engineer, is the youngster in 
overalls and light shirt standing at left on truck bed. 
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The “B” board, installed at Lincoln 
in 1912 to permit connection of toll 
boards and manual telephones with 
automatic subscribers. 


Lincoln toll operating room, taken at Open House in May 1914. Standing 
at supervisory stations, clockwise, are Merna McCarihy; Anna Seymour; Iva 
Swiger; Agnes Scouller, chief operator; Carrie Rasmussen and Nellie Hartley. 
The board had been placed into service only a few weeks before. 


court. After a suitable exposure, varying from a few sec- 
onds to an hour, the frame was hauled back into the room 
by a hand line, the print washed in a large open tank 
and hung up, to drip and dry, on lines stretched about the 
room. 

The cafeteria was a daring experiment designed to add 
uttraction to the career of a telephone operator. At first its 
services were extended to operators only, but in a few weeks 
other employees were invited to share its bargains in meals 
end lunches, which were served at cost. Complete meals 
at noon and evening were sold for 13 cents. Or one could 
choose to her own diet by special order at the following 
prices: Meats, 4c; relishes, lc; sandwich, 4c; coffee, tea, 
cocoa or milk, 3c; bananas, 2c; pie, 3c. 

The story of the year 1913 would not be complete with- 
out mention of the Easter tornado that formed in southern 
Lancaster County and descended in two giant steps to 
demolish a large portion of Berlin (now Otoe) and sweep 
a path of destruction through an outlying section of Omaha. 

Highlights of 1914 included one of the most disastrous 
sleet storms in company history which blew through the 
territory on February 22, tearing up telephone plants 
from Adams to Johnson counties, much of which only re- 
cently had been rebuilt. The storm cost the company 
$125,000 as 400 men struggled for days in restoring a 
measure of service. 

Lincoln’s new toll board was cut into service, after 
which an Open House was held in the new general office 
building on May 20 and 21, 1914. By strangest of coincidence, 
these exact dates were chosen, 40 years later, for Open 
House at the 15 & M building. 

The consolidation of the Hastings manual and auto- 
matic exchanges was completed May 29. In this city the 
manual system was retained. 

Wireless telegraphy was the latest fad and _ several 
telephone men had installations of their own. All of these 
were homemade affairs. There was talk of successful ex- 
periments in wireless 
telephony, and many 
members of the industry 
seriously believed that if 
it could be perfected it 
would spell the doom of 
the telephcne business. 

War clouds had been 
gathering over Europe 
for several years and in 
August 1914 they ex- 
ploded in the thunder of 
guns around the rim of 
Germany and Austria. It 
was the beginning of 
World War I and the end 
of an economic era that 
the people of the world 
sought to recapture for 
many years to come in 
their futile desires to “re- 
turn to normalcy.” 


Graduation 


Time For 
CEC men 


HE March and April issues of the 
News carried pictures and stories 
of the four vocational evening classes 
which were then in progress. It was 
apparent at the outset that the classes 
were meeting with greater interest 
than others of a similar nature which 
have been offered to telephone em- 
ployees at various times in the past. 

The report of individual attendance 
and aptitude now has been received 
from the Lincoln Public Schools. It con- 
firms the opinion of the personnel de- 
partment, instructors and sponsors, that 
the enthusiasm of the students in their 
pursuit of knowledge in the telephone 
business remained at high peak through- 
out the ten weeks’ duration of the sev- 
eral courses. 

It was noted that the out-of-town 
students—and there were many of 
them—were no less regular in attend- 
ance than those who hailed from Lin- 
coln. A majority of their number was 
enrolled in more than one class. It was 
no easy task for them to meet the 
weekly schedule. 

What the employee students did not 
know is that their successful comple- 
tion of the program becomes an ad- 
junct of their service record, where 
it will stand as an indication of their 
desire to keep abreast of this rapidly 
changing industry of ours. 

Opportunity for advancement in 
LT@T is as good or better now than 
at any other period of our 50-year his- 
tory; and particularly so in the equip- 
ment and technical phases of the busi- 
ness. It need not be reiterated here 
that preparation is the first step to posi- 
tions of greater responsibility, 

There was once a time when an 
employee might say, “I'm a telephone 
man, and mean it in the broadest 
sense. It was to be expected that he 
should be able to perform all the 


Instructors of the four classes. Each deserves a polished arple for his efforts 
in preparing for, and presenting his section of the curriculum. Left 
to right: Oliver G. Hoffman; Al Ager; A. L. Reed and Roger K. Ghormley. 


functions of the art. He could install 
or repair a telephone, string drops and 
wires, set poles, splice cable, run 
Jumpers, maintain the switchboard and 
make collections. This was the “tele- 
phone man” who was once the back- 
bone of our industry. He will some 
day, and perhaps soon, become extinct. 

Greatly as we admire this rugged in- 
dividual; much as we regret to see the 
transition; the telephone man of to- 
morrow will necessarily be a specialist 
in one of the many complicated seg- 
ments of telephony. The trend was set 
into motion with the conversion of 
manual exchanges to dial operation and 
the use of carriers to provide trunking 
and toll facilities from the CDQ’s. 

Now come the complexities of the 
modern toll and service boards, with 
automatic call distributing and operator 
toll dialing. Not far beyond the horizon 
is the picture of customer toll dialing, 
with robot timing, ticketing, and 
billing. Already the long arm. of 
microwave reaches into the sky from 
the top of Lincoln’s new equipment 
building. For the nonce it brings net- 
work television to KOLN-TV at Lin- 
coln. One day it will surely be put to 
use for high grade, long haul toll 
service, Two additional channels, one in 
each direction, will provide 600. toll 
message circuits! 

So rapid are the strides of elec 
tronics and so often are its new de- 
velopments applied to the telephone 
field that it is almost hazardous to 
make a long-range forecast of telephone 
needs adapted to our present equip- 
ment and knowledge. This much we 
know: that the telephone man of the 
future must be a service specialist, 
trained and retrained to meet the prob- 
lems of an ever advancing industry. 

We take pleasure in publishing the 
names of those who successfully com- 
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pleted the vocational educational 
courses. The asterisk (*) indicates those 
who had perfect attendance. 


Local-Toll Automatic Switching Equip- 
MCHC 23.52 3G.5t ok cea A. L. Ager, Instructor 
*Hellerich, Ivan C. 
*Hohnstein, Dale W. 
* Howland, James P. 
Loudenback, J. H. 
Lyberis, Chris 
“McDowell, Robert 
*“Myhre, Kenneth L. 
*Neeman, Darrell 
*Stall, Robert A. 
Tice, James A. 
Travis, Elmer R. 
Wheatcraft, E. L. 


Asper, Francis C. 
Baker, Wm. C. 
Baldwin, Ray S. 
Bossung, Geo. R. 
“Carter, Gerald F. 
Daugherty, Alvin L. 
Drake, John F. 
Duer, Weldon I. 
Eitel, Lambert 
Fisher, Frank Joe 
Fleck, George A. 
Gilmore, Don 
*Hammond, N. E. 


PBX-PABX Operation, Equipment and 
CAP CUIES es cese tenes R. K. Ghormley, Instructor 


* Anderson, D. H. Lewis, Dewey 
Baldwin, Ray S. *Murphy, Marvin L. 
Blackford, R. W. Musselman, Victor 

*Brehm, Edwin G. Obert, Glenn E. 

*Brunke, August C. Pattison, Byron 
Drewel, Eldon W. Smith, Don D. 
Pisher, Frank J. Speers, Verald P. 
Fisher, Richard H. *Swanson, R. W. 

*Gilmore, Don C. *Weaver, Dale C. 
Hibbert, Ronald L. Wedgwood, Boyd 
Hohnstein, R. L. White, Russel M. 

* Howland, James Zimmerman, Ray 
Joosten, Marvin E. 


Dial-Toll Standards .sscuccte O. G. Hoffman, 


Instructor 


Henderson, Gay T. 
Ifland, M. O. 
Reed, Alvin L. 
Staley, Hugo F. 
*Wheatcraft, E. L. 


Asper, Francis C. 
Baldwin, Ray S. 
Caldwell, Perry J. 
Carter, Gerald E. 
*Gilmore, Dell C. 
*Guthrie, David 


Telephone Fundamentals ..........- wa Le Reed 
Instructor 
Asper, Francis Heikes, Geo. W. 


* Howland, James P. 
*Brinton, R,. J. Kennedy, Robert E. 
Buckland, W. L. Lewis, Joseph D. 
*Carter, Gerald E. Parde, Alfred J. 
Doran, Ivan E. Powell, Loran J. 
Fisher, Frank J. *Spencer, Orville 
Gilmore, Don C. Turner, John E. 
“Hammond, N. E. Anderson, D. H. 


Baldwin, Paul 


NEW OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS OF THE FRANK H. WOODS 


CHAPTER. Left to right: 
(2) Mary Bornemeier, 


(1) Robert V. Clifford, who becomes treasurer. 
new member of the executive committee. (3) Mae 


Meduna, who begins her second term on the executive committee. (4) Marie 
Vidlock, who will be Chapter secretary; (5) W. Kent Eno, who was advanced 
from treasurer to vice-president of the Chapter. 


Pioneers Meet, Slect and Dine 


B. GORMAN, advertising man- 
ager for LT&T, was introduced as 
the new president of the Frank H. 
Woods Chapter, Independent Tele- 
phone Pioneer Association, at the an- 
nual banquet of the Chapter at Italian 
Village, Lincoln, on May 14. Other of- 
ficers elected in the recent mail ballot 
are: W. Kent Eno, vice president; Marie 
Vidlock, secretary; and R. V. Clifford, 
treasurer, New members of the execu- 
tive committee are Mae Meduna, Wa- 
hoo; and Mary Bornemeier, Lincoln. 
Mr. Gorman has been active in the 
central organization of the chapter, in 
a multitude of assignments, almost from 
the day he became eligible for mem- 
bership back in 1943. He has served a 
three-year term on the executive board; 
also as chairman of the social and reso- 
lution committees, and five terms as 
chairman of the publicity committee. 
In the latter office his talents have been 
put to their fullest use, with profound 
effect on the development of the 
chapter. 


Bud Eden, Masier of Ceremonies, 
stands at the microphone of the 
speakers’ table. Others from lefi: Mr. 
and Mrs. Kent Eno; Mr. and Mrs. R. A. 
Carlson: Mr. and Mrs. M. C. Walker; 
Mrs. Eden; Mr. and Mrs. Ken Boshart; 
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Baldwin. 


VIEWS OF THE ANNUA 


A. B. Gorman is the newly elected presi- 
dent of the Frank H. Woods Chapter. The 
honor climaxes a career of many years service 
to the Pioneers. 


Mr. Eno, Mr. Clifford and Miss 
Meduna have all served on the execu- 
tive board, along with other chapter 
duties. Miss Bornemeier and Miss Vid- 
lock have previously been active in com- 
mittee work. 


If the success of the annual banquet, 


So 


In one of the hooths at the dinner 
hour the camera found, clockwise: 
Mabel Hibbert, Elsie Hedges, Tommy 
Hedges, Deke Simpson, Opal Simpson, 


Myra Dougherty, Elmer Dougherty and 


Ronald Hibbert. 
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L BANOQUE ET 


major social function of the Pioneer 
year, may be measured from the com- 
ments made by those in attendance, then 
the 1954 banquet must go down in 
history as one of the best. The 357 
Pioneers and guests filled the spacious 
Italian Village from corner to corner. 
Entertainment was furnished by the 


Village. 


Bud Eden, social co-chairman, acted 
as M.C. and attended to the necessary 
introductions. President Max Walker 
gave an oral report on the state of the 
chapter and with justifiable pride an- 
nounced that the membership rolls now 
contained 501 names; and that the 
Frank H. Woods Chapter had retained 
its standing as the largest Independent 
chapter in the nation. 

It was Mr. Walker's sombre duty to 
report the passing of five members dur- 
ing the past twelve months. The list 
included his father, Claude L. Walker, 
Clayton Liebhart, Bridget Divis, Anna 


Larson and Oscar Lewis. 


Trene Swan, Catherine Gillan, 


Ruppel, Ica Westley, Bob Leary, Les 
Livingston, Buck Isaman and Beatrice 


Rohrer. 


Prize committeemen Waldo McDowell 
and Gay Henderson, with prize-winners 


‘ 


Public Open House at 15th & M, Lincoln 


The public was invited to visit Lincoln’s new equipment build- 
ing on May 20 and 21. The response was terrific! Nearly 2,500 persons 
were tallied the first day; 3,000 the next. Their reception was arranged 
by A. B. Waters, district commercial manager, with hosts from the 
plant, traffic and commercial departments stationed at strategic points. 
The guests followed a marked course extending from the basement 
to the third floor. During some of the heavier hours of both days they 

moved two abreast in an un- 
broken line throughout the 
building. Highlights of the 
Open House are shown in the 
pictures: 

(1) In a publicity shot, Gene 
Schrank, Gladys Trumble, Hugo 
Staley, Marilyn Jensen and Doris 
Ulmer give an official welcome. 
(2) Les Livingston explains the 
cable vault. (3) Dell Gilmore, 
right, in Toil Equipment. (4) 
Chet Harp, right foreground, 
meets the throng at the toll test 


board. (5) Sheila Schabacker 
counts the guests. Behind her are 


Myrtle Henline and W. J. Mc- 

Dowell. (6) Chris Lyberis and 

Strowger demenstration, in- 
undated by the crowd. (7) A line-up of Traffic 
hosts. (8) A manikin models the switchboard 
of 1904. Marilyn Jensen is hostess at right. (9) 
The historical telephone display. (10) Big Al 
Ager orates about the main frame. (11) Visitors 


viehe. 1304 _ crowded the huge operating room. (12) The 


“  -. girls from Local Commercial (Some of them). 
- (13) Al Reed at microwave equipment. 


G. W. JAHN, REVENUE ACCOUNTANT, RETIRES 
Promotions Come To M. W. Franklin and D. C. Nelson 


G. W. Jahn M. W. Franklin D. C. Nekson 


SERIES of changes in accounting 
department supervisory personnel 

has been announced by I. J. Devoe, 
general auditor. The changes became 
effective June 1. On that date G. W. 
Jahn, revenue accountant, retired from 
active employment under the provisions 
of the employee pension plan; his posi- 
tion being filled through the appoint- 
ment of M. W. Franklin, traveling 
auditor; with Donald C. Nelson, assist- 
ant traveling auditor, being promoted to 
the post formerly held by Mr. Franklin. 
The retirement of G. W. Jahn closes 

a telephone career of nearly 34 years, 
every moment of which was spent in 
conscientious effort. Mr. Jahn has in- 
troduced many innovations in the 
science of revenue accounting which 
have been reflected in increased de- 
partmental efficiency. Conservation of 
space and energy has been of great im- 


portance during recent years in which 
responsibilities have multiplied in the 
revenue section. 

Mr. Jahn has many interests and 
hobbies, most outstanding of which 
has been a life-long study of the liberal 
arts. His fund of knowledge and ability 
to converse on diverse subjects come 
from frequent communion with his 
large reference library. Many employees 
have long since learned to beat a path 
to his desk when in search of informa- 
tion which is not available in regularly 
used channels. His telephone career 
can be briefly summarized. He came to 
the company in August 1920 as travel- 
ing auditor, serving in that capacity 
for nearly nine years. He was in charge 
of revenue accounting between 1929 
and 1935; worked on special account- 
ing assignments until 1951, when he 
was again appointed revenue account- 
ant. 


Congested conditions of the Section 
have given rise to innumerable prob- 
lems during recent years and friends of 
“G. W.” are happy that, at least, he 
was enabled to enjoy a brief residence in 
new and roomy revenue section quar- 
ters on the third floor. 


One finds strange things in the 
record book. There we learn that M. W. 
Franklin began work with the company 
as a groundman in June 1917. He stayed 
four days, then disappeared from the 
scene for nearly 12 years. His service 
record starts in 1929 when he was em- 
ployed as plant clerk at Lincoln. Three 
months later he became voucher clerk 
and in 1931 was made voucher super- 
visor. In January 1949 Mr. Franklin 
resigned to accept the position as sec- 
retary for the United States Independ- 
ent Telephone Association with offices 
in Washington. The east was not to his 
liking, as he found after a short period 
of residence in the nation’s capital. He 
returned to LT&T in May 1949, and in 
August 1951 was named traveling audi- 
tor. 


Donald C. Nelson was employed as a 
warehouseman in July 1947, and spent 
several years in part-time work in the 
warehouse and general shop while 
completing his course at the Univer- 
sity of Nebraska. In June 1950 he re- 
turned to full-time employment as ad- 
vanced clerk in the supply department. 
In October of the following year he 
came to the general office as accounting 
assistant, and was appointed assistant 
traveling auditor in April 1953. 


From The Headlines 


Jack H. Mankamyer has been appointed 
to a three-year term on the Sutton Park 
Board. The appointment was made by 
Mayor Nuss. Mr. Mankamyer is area man- 
ager at Sutton. 


Newly elected president of the Friend 
Rotary Club is Manager E. M. Massie. 

Virginia McCord, operator at Fairbury, 
has been reelected treasurer of the local 
Saddle Club. 

M. M. Hale, vice president, will be gen- 
eral chairman of the joint campaign of Lin- 
coln Community Chest and Red Cross this 
fall. The appointment was announced May 
5 by Willard Townsend, president of the 
Lincoln Community Chest. 

T. C. Woods, president, was the unanimous 
choice as chairman of the newly consolidated 
park and recreation advisory board at Lin- 
coln. Mr. Woods was formerly chairman 
of the park advisory board. 

Vyrl Clark, manager at Wilber, was re- 


cently elected vice president of the local 
Rotary Club. 


Newly elected vice president of the Ro- 
tary Club at Crete is George Brock, area 
manager. All new Rotary officers, mentioned 
above, will take office July 1. 


A. B. Gorman, advertising manager, was 
selected “Boss of the Year’ at the annual 
“Boss Night’? of the National Secretaries 
Association, May 26. Mr. Gorman won the 
title in a typewriting competition with other 
men present. His paper was judged “lousiest”’ 
of the lot. 


The First Presbyterian Church, Lincoln, 
was the scene of a recital by Lois Meyers, 
mezzo soprano, of Lincoln Traffic on May 
20. A goodly representation from the com- 
pany attended. The four-part recital featured 
three selections from Handel and an aria 
from Mascagni’s opera “Cavalleria Rusti- 
cana.” Numerous other songs by a variety of 
composers completed the program in which 
the talented Miss Meyers did herself proudly. 
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Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association during May. 

Primary Members: LeRoy Schlentz, General 
Commercial, $25.00; E. J. Hoaglin, Lincoln 
Construction, $99.65; Jean Meisenback, Hast- 
ings Commercial, $10.00; Mrs. Reah Churchill, 
General Traffic, $30.00; D. L. Cottingham, Lin- 
coln Service $194.00; J. L. Potter, Ashland 
Non-Functional, $65.25; Dorothy Russell, Sup- 
ply, $274.40; Mrs. Rose Riggs, Lincoln Pen- 
sioner, $126.50; Oscar Lewis, Lincoln Pen- 
Sioner, $133.50; Regina Bethscheider, Hebron 
Traffic, $39.00; A. O. Andrews, Engineering, 
$10.00; Ruth Compton, Hastings Traffic, $5.00; 
Paul Henson, Executive, $12.00: Vern B. 
Hutchison, Lincoln Service, $151.50: Cc. A. 
Eggerss, Lincoln Commercial, $124.05: Mar- 
garet Underwood, York Traffic, $6.00: W. T. 
Haas, Supply, $67.55; J. M. Isley, Supply, 
$155.50. 

Dependents: Mrs. D. D. Eckles, Nelson, 
$9.38; Richard Lee Eisenbarth, Lincoln, 
$47.33; Paul J. Eisenbarth, Jr., Lincoln, 
$48.12; Mark Huddleston, Lincoln, $51.98: 
Gregory Rogers, Auburn, $50.63: Mrs. H. ¢C. 
Rogers, Auburn, $9.88: Gary Mahloch, Beat- 
rice, $189.68. 


With a ball that always heads 

for the “‘pocket’’ Howard Spahnle 
easily held his usual position at 
the top of individual rankings. 
His season’s average was 174. 


LEM BOTTORFF is the new presi- 
dent of the Lincoln employees’ 
bowling league. His election was an- 
nounced at the annual bowlers’ dinner 
held at Italian Vil- 
lage on May 19. 
Other offices of the 
league will be filled 
by Howard Sieler, 
vice president and 
Carl Ahl, reelected 
secretary-treasurer. 
The Lincoln bowl- 
ers brought their 
season to a close on 
Clem Bottorff Ma y 5 wit h 


noa 


round-robin contest won by Loren 
Powell, who used his season’s best ef- 
fort and a fat handicap to post a 


wemamonnnn nnn kent vie cnannn 


The LT&T bowling team at York finished the season in third 
place in their leaque standings. In the city tournament Artie Bowen 
and Cappy Schrader placed second, and the latter had the highest 
scratch series in singles. Left to right, front row: Artie Bowen, 
Cappy Schrader and Rowena Light. Back row, Marlyce Reed and 


Colene Penner. 


The Outside Service team won the title in a burst of 
speed down the home stretch. Left to right: Bud Ottnat, 
Howard Sieler, Buck Duer, Bob White and Art Ahl. 
team took a narrow lead in early January and were 
never headed. 


Most dangerous bowler was 
Lambert Eitel who had several 
The “hot” nights. His 241 was high 
for single game efforts. He also 
posted a 596 series. 


Echoes of the Season 
of Strikes and Spares 


sizzling 603. Howard Spahnle led the 
field in individual averages throughout 
the year. His final rating of 174 was 
eight pins above Howard Sieler’s mark 
for second place. This is the first year 
Sieler has crashed the “big ten,” and 
he did it with a vengeance. He was the 
only member to roll the entire 105 
games of the league season. Following 
the two Howards, in the standings, were 
Chris Lyberis, Chet Harp, Clem Bot- 
torff, Byron Pattison, Phil Garvey, Ken 
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Lawson, Jack Caldwell and Elmer 
Dougherty, in that order. 

The Outside Service team won the 
title with a four-game lead over Gen- 
eral Commercial, last year’s champions. 
Lambert Eitel claimed the season’s high 
game with his 241. Spahnle had the 
best series of 598. 

The company also sponsored men’s 
bowling teams at Stromsburg and Te- 
cumseh and a gal’s quintette which 
rolled in the York ladies’ league. 


All the telephone men of the Stromsburq Area appeared on the 
Stromsburg LT&T team. Left to riqht: Ralph Wait, area manager, 
Jim Hatfield, Marvin Pilfold, Smick Williams, Bill Barry and Albert 
Andrews. The boys fought a hard but losing battle for honors in 
their league. Next year, they say, will be another and happier story. 


mick Williams—He Just heeps Kollin Along 


| Fate April the News carried a brief 

paragraph telling of the latest ath- 
letic exploit of L. C. “Smick” Williams 
of Stromsburg and promised to say 
more on the subject when more com- 
plete information and pictures were 
available. 

Smick and his doubles partner, Frank 
Nordberg, entered the elimination con- 
test conducted by radio station WNAX 
of Yankton and Sioux City. The tour- 
nament drew a starting field of 7,369 
hopeful keglers scattered through the 
Dakotas, Minnesota, Nebraska and 
Iowa. The partners survived the elimi- 
nation contest at Columbus and became 
one of the three Nebraska duos eligible 
to enter the final roll-off at Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, on April 3 and 4. 

Duplicate sets of prizes were awarded 
for winners of both the scratch and 
handicap doubles titles at the Sioux 
Falls tournament. Our heroes shot for 
the moon and in the final reckoning 
were declared winners of both events. 
Smick’s whopping series of 614 being 
the clincher. Prizes for the scratch 
doubles crown included, for each man, 
a Wittnauer watch, Zenith radio, waffle 
grill, tackle box, bowling shoes and 
Hickock jewelry, with a total value of 
$287. The handicap doubles title added 
for both Smick and his partner, a Stan- 
ley tool chest, Waring blendor, another 
tackle box and more Hickok jewelry, 

That’s Smick in the picture at right, as he 
starts his devastating hook hall on its journey 
down the alley. In the picture below he 
stands with his doubles partner, Frank Nor- 
berg, at left, behind a display of prizes they 
brought back from the tournament at Sioux 


Falls last April. 
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valued at an additional $227. The boys 
thought seriously of hiring a truck to 
tote their loot home. 

Smick’s bowling prowess is highly 
respected in company circles. He came 
into Lincoln once, in 1950, to roll in the 
company-wide championship tourna- 
ment. This may be the reason we have 
never held another. Smick’s scores in 
the team, singles and doubles matches 
were 636, 587 and 624, respectively, 
for an all-events total of 1847. 
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Out Stromsburg way folks prefer to 
speak of his authority in the fields of 
fishing and baseball. The catfish never 
lived who could resist the allure of Mr. 
Williams baited hook. He keeps a book 
record of his catches but refuses to re- 
lease the figures for publication. It’s 
just as well. You wouldn't believe it 
anyway. But the Williams family thrives 
on a catfish diet. 

Smick is “Mister Baseball” in Stroms- 
burg, and has always been in close 
contact with the town’s activities in the 
national pastime. Folks still like to tell 
of that afternoon when Smick, as man- 
ager, inserted himself into the Stroms- 
burg line-up at a crucial ninth-inning 
moment as a pinch hitter. The opposing 
bleachers took a look at his greying 
thatch and started hooting at “Grand- 
pa, who thought he was still a ball 
player. Smick took careful scrutiny at 
a couple of wide curves, then met a fast 
ball squarely in the middle of the plate 
with a resounding smash that cleared 
the bases and left “Grandpa” standing 
on second base with the game on ice. 

On the rostrum Mr. Williams occa- 
sionally takes a bow as an amateur 
magician of real merit. His magic seems 
to extend into each of his many en- 
deavors including his most important 
occupation of furnishing his home town 
with good telephone service. 


Bowling enthusiasm permeates the family. 
Mrs. Williams and two daughters are regulars 
on the Citv Cafe team. From left: Darlene 
Williams, Ida Larson, Mrs. Williams, Mar- 
garete Williams and Ida Hirsch. The five 
have rolled toaether since Margarete was 
still so small she could scarcely lift her 
bowling ba‘). 


ents. This was quite unusual, for this 
modest gentleman is probably the most 
unphotographed person in town. He 
has held a deep seated aversion for 
cameras, and is usually at a safe dis- 
tance whenever any of the contrap- 
tions are around. 

Red began his service record with the 
company as groundman at Fairmont in 
July 1922. He later worked as lineman 
at Gresham, Stromsburg, Geneva, David 
City and Plattsmouth. In May 1928 he 
began an eleven-year term of occupa- 
tion as combinationman at Weeping 
Water, after which he came to Lincoln 
as a shopman. He was made equipment 
repairman in September 1949. 

Mr. Maxfield has one of the most 


} 


Mr. Maxfield receives’ his Red poses with fellow members of the shop on his last 


“going away presents” from day on location. Left to riqht: Charles Riedel, Ralph 

Kent Eno, general shop foreman. Culver, Harold Ehrlich, Lowell Johnson, Bob Donaldson, unusual hobbies among the telephone 

As one may guess, from his Mr. Maxfield, Jess Ellis, George Fleck, Jim Schellen- f | I Ce ti rer pees 

youthful appearance, Red lacks berg, Wes Haas, Walter Knudson and Phil Garvey. amily. it was during his residence at 

many years in being of the Weeping Water that he became inter- 

usual retirement age. ya ; ° ; ses 
ested in excavation of Indian relics. 


ELDON C. MAXFIELD, equip- Because of several unfortunate past The vicinity abounds in ancient lodge 

ment repairman of the general experiences in excursions along the — sites and Red found fertile field for his 
shop, retired June 1 after more than banks of streams, “Red” was first pre- archeological endeavors. Later he 
30 years of service. Mr. Maxfield ine sented with a pair of hip-length wad- traveled extensively in pursuit of other 
tends to make his future home in ers; then with a fine wrist watch with discoveries. He now possesses one of 
Colorado, and he was given a rousing the compliments of the “gang.” Last, the largest and finest collections of 
send-off by fellow members of the sup- but not least, Mr. Maxfield posed for shaped stone and pottery to be found 
ply department on his last day at work. a group of portraits, modeling the pres- in these parts, 


The oldest known acoustic device 
was the famous “Ear of Dionysius,” 


The Camera Looks At the Wahoo Area a tapering rock passage built by the 


Tyrant of Syracuse into one of his 


prisons so that spies could listen to what 
OMPANY owned exchanges in this area include those at Wahoo, prisoners said when they thought them- 
Ashland and Cedar Bluffs, which are manually operated. Dial selves alone. 


exchanges serve Colon, Mead, Ithaca and Ceresco. The towns of Weston, eee ee 
Malmo, Prague and Morse Bluff are served by connecting companies. 


IN THE PICTURES: (1) E. L. Dorland, area manager, at his desk 
in Wahoo. (2) Telephone men visit Wahoo city officials: Left to right 
we find Area Manager Dorland; Leonard Torrens, Mayor; Eric Erick- 
son, city clerk; and Max C. Walker, assistant general plant superin- 


tendent, of Lincoln. (3) E. G. Piper, area wire chief. (4) Behind the Mr. and Mrs. Harm Agena are the proud 
counter at Wahoo are Alyce Coufal, cashier; and Mae Meduna, junior parents of a son, Randy Lynn. born on 
supervisor. (5) In Ashland Traffic are Lura Blackman, chief operator; Mother's Day, May 9. Darochy ie aith the 
and Marion Barnes, service assistant. (6) Ethel Daharsh, Wahoo chief Tecumseh traffic department. . 
masse By - 7 . 2 see operator, and Mary Beaty, C.A.S. operator. (7) L. R. Cink, combt- A son, Jon Chatles. was born to Me. and 
Senet a ——— i Cow Cay | : : pater gies pee —— = nationman, Wahoo. (8) On the end position of the Wahoo board is Mrs. John D. Witmer on May 12. John is 
. issn CA OA £*< f rr ; Twila Rockwell. (9) Homer E. Olson, combinationman, Wahoo. (10) a splicer in the Construction Department. 
v Re a | St. ee a asks ie ee ‘e nat John Potter, manager at Ashland, presently on sickness disability. (11) A daughter, Linda Kay, was born to Mr. 
| : Melvin Sorenson, combinationman, Wahoo. (12) Serving the board and Mrs. Bill Troeger on May 14. Nancy 
at Cedar Bluffs: Roma Schere, chief operator; and Pat Bahde, operator. is employed in Tecumseh Traffic. . 
(13) Gladys Ball, cashier at Ashland. (14) F. D. Nichelson, combi- A son, Gregory Allen, was born to Mr. 
nationman, Wahoo. (15) Operators on the Wahoo board, from front and Mrs. George Wasson on May 20. George 
to back: Mardell Powers, Geraldine Sindelar, Emily Bohaty, Norma is construction foreman at Beatrice. | 
Nelson, Helma Kempf and Joan Steinbach. The camera cut off Geral- Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Roth are the 
dine McNeely, service assistant, at left. (16) Front to back, at the proud parents of a daughter, Mary Kay, 
Ashland board are Corinne Stralow, Pat De Hart, Mary Taylor and born May 21. Robert is employed at “4” 
Sandra Young. (17) Guardians of the Ashland plant are combination- Office, Lincoln. 
men H. E. “Ed” Butler and Robert Berggren. (18) Dewey Olson, Mr. and Mrs. Robert N. McDowell are 
N.O.P. wire chief. the proud parents of a daughter, Peggy 


Jean, born May 21. Robert is employed at 
“3” Office, Lincoln. 
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OUR COVER 


No one knows the identity of the 
person who invented the “Before and 
After” method of displaying the 
changes wrought by time in the physi- 
cal appearance of a person or company. 
It happened in the dim and distant past 
and we can claim no credit for a new 
and novel idea on our June cover. Our 
original two story building at Lincoln is 
shown in the upper left corner. At 
lower right is Lincoln’s new 15th and 
M building. It takes a hundred other 
structures, great and small, to shelter the 
present personnel and equipment of 
LT&T. Some of the newer of these are 
shown at the lower left. They will be 
recognized as the exchange buildings at 
Plattsmouth, Humboldt, Tecumseh and 
Hastings. 


Japan Calling 
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Whitney had a very 


pleasant long distance telephone conversa- 
tion with their son, Private Harold Whitney, 
in Japan on Monday night, May 3. The 
call came through at 10:15 here and it was 
1:15 Tuesday in Japan. Harold was on rest 
leave from his duties in Korea. “It was 
just like talking to someone in a_ nearby 
town, the Whitneys said. The conversation 
continued for about ten minutes. 


(Superior Express.) 
Lloyd, better known as “Shrimp” 
Whitney, is our well known fishing 
champion of Superior Plant. 


Our Golden Anniversary 


Wt HAVE arrived at our anniversary 
month. It was in June 1904 that 
the first directory was published by 
the Lincoln Telephone Company, and 
service officially began. We must say 
“officially,” because the first subscrib- 
ers were actually connected to the 
switches as soon as circuits could be 
cleared through the distributing plant 
and main frame. Some of them were 
connected two or three months before. 


Not until June 1, however, was the 
exchange open for regular business. The 
toll board was cut into service four 
days later. Long distance connections 
were made at Havelock with the Platts- 
mouth Telephone Company, and toll 
service was secured with about 65 In- 
dependent exchanges and communities 
in eastern Nebraska. 


Interesting sidelights of the prob- 
lems and struggles involved in readying 
the plant for service were obtained 
from an ancient volume recently found 
by A. O. Andrews in a basement vault 
of the general office building. The book 
contained copies of letters written by 
Plant Superintendent T. H. Ewing 
during the early months of 1904. 


Mr. Ewing was involved in a con- 
tinuing vendetta with the General En- 
gineering Company, the Chicago con- 
cern which had the contract for in- 
stalling the outside plant system. Sub- 
scribers were impatient, and so was Mr. 
Ewing, at the slow pace in which the 
plant was being erected and connections 
made. The superintendent finally told 
the engineering company to stay out of 
the way and let the telephone employees 
finish the job. 


So, on June 1, 1954, we began our 
climb from the half-century mark. It is 
interesting to speculate on the advance- 
ments which may be made during the 
next 50 years. Probably the pocket, or 
wrist telephone, will be in general use. 
Complications in the art of furnishing 
service in 2004 are beyond comprehen- 
sion. Pole lines will probably be found 
only in photographs of long ago. Per- 
haps we will make our connections by 
speaking the number into the audio- 
first-selector, and dials will be passe. We 
find no bounds or limits to the ideas 
for improvement which one may pro- 
ject into the next half century of tele- 
phony. And surely most of them will 
COME TUE. 


af 14 Pe 


We Must Sell Again! 
HE state of the nation is geared to 
many factors: to weather, crops and 

wars: to local politics and international 
diplomacy; to abundance and scarcity, 
and a myriad of other things, great and 
small. The nation’s economic level is 
never at ease. It ebbs and flows in 
restless motion. 

We have been hearing much about 
the so-called coming recession, and tele- 
phone folk, remembering their strug’ 
gle to hold the line during the great 
depression of the ‘thirties, have been 
observing the trend of the times with 
some concern. 

But if present events can be inter- 
preted correctly, American business 
volume is now in the process of a 
leveling-out stage after a very moder- 
ate general recession. Most observers 
view the future with calm optimism. 
However, the average businessman has 
found it necessary to change his ways 
and assume new responsibilities to 
conform to the economical readjust- 
ment. We, of the telephone industry, 
are no exception. 

These points were brought out in 
an address given by K. L. Lawson, gen- 
eral commercial superintendent, be- 
fore the U.S.LT.A. Executives Confer- 
ence at Colorado Springs last month. As 
a harbinger for what may be in the 
offing for LT&T folk we quote in 
part from the transcript of his talk. 
Continued Next Page 


The Lincoln 
Telephone Company 


We 


AUTOMATIC 


Secret Service System 


| INDEPENDENT 


TELEPHONE 


SYSTEM 


June 1, 1904 


Lincoln, Nebraska 


First directory of The Lincoln Telephone 
Company was published June 1, 1904. Tis back 
cover proclaimed the Automatic to be the 
cussless, waitless, out-of-order-less, girl-less 
telephone,” 


4 We Must Sell Again. 


“All about us we see evidence of a 
new attitude on the part of people hav- 
ing dealings with the public,” said Mr. 
Lawson. “Courtesy is becoming pop- 
ular once more. Salesmen are actually 
secking out prospects and arranging in- 
terviews. Competition for that cus- 
tomer’s dollar is becoming keener by the 
day. We are in the transition period 
moving from the seller’s to the buyer's 
market. If the decline in business does 
not go much deeper, it will prove to be 
a boon for everyone. That holds true 
for us if we adopt the ‘new look’ and 
join the parade of salesmen. 


“The retailers are looking for new 
products or new designs and are find- 
ing them. They are using new and novel 
promotional plans all designed to make 
people want to spend. We are after our 
share of those same dollars whether 
they are in the hands of the merchant 
or his customers, and we can get them 
if we are sharp enough to develop our 
sales machinery effectively and put it 
into action. 

‘Few Independent companies are of 
sufficient size to prove in a specialized 
sales force and must therefore encourage 
all employees to engage in selling. Suc- 
cessful results by such methods depend 
entirely on our thoroughness in analyz- 
ing the market, training employees to 
recognize sales opportunities and pro- 
vide them with sales aids that will en- 
able them to confidently carry out the 
mechanics of closing sales. 

‘“Tt’s fun to sell, and once having 
captured the spirit of the game, the job 
is much easier. Back of this, however, 
the philosophy of job security, oppor- 
tunities for advancement and_ personal 
pride in the company’s welfare will be 
the strongest stimulant to success. Many 
who are classed as old-timers remember 
too well the struggle we had to stop the 
loss of stations and other services during 
the “thirties. We would do well to get 
out our records and refresh ourselves 
on what took place. With a minor 
change here and there, those same plans 
can be put into operation today. 

“Our friends in the Bell System have 
under way a nationwide activity de- 
signed to increase long distance usage. 
The procedures are identical with those 
used back in the ‘thirties with one or 
two innovations. The larger toll users 
are being interviewed and are hearing 
about sequence calling lists, skip-stop 
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Huldah Gessner Reaches 40th Anniversary 


Miss Gessner’s 40-year pin was presented by M. M. Hale, 
vice president, at left. Witnessing the event were Dorothy 
Lefler, Margaret Francis, Kathryn Portsche, Myrtle Hen- 
line, H. W. Potter, Houghton Furr, F. J. Bettenhausen and 


Joe Hartley. 


May 20, 1914 was an auspicious day for young LT&T Company, for the new 
general office building was being shown to an admiring public in our first 
Open House. It was on that day that Huldah Gessner reported for work in her 
new pcsition as secretary to our late president and founder, Frank H. Woods. 
According to her own quotation, “she has been lost in the ‘WOODS’ ever since.” 

She has been anything but lost. The thousands of people who have had 
business transactions with the secretary to the president during these two-score 
years can attest to her judgment and efficiency. 

Her work is not of routine nature. Matters of great importance have long 
been entrusted to her care. Many employees will remember that her signature 
validated their payroll checks until about ten years ago. She still acts as assist- 
ant secretary and assistant treasurer, signing bank transfers, stock certificates, 
etc., in the absence of the secretary-treasurer. 

Miss Gessner served as secretary to Frank H. Woods from her first day at 
work until his sudden passing in 1952. When he retired as president in 1946 to 
become chairman of the board, Miss Gessner assumed double responsibilities as 
secretary to both Frank H. Woods and his son, Thomas C. Woods, who then 
became president. Her post of duty has been in Room 212 of the general office 


building during all her years of service. 


plans and call-by-number directories, all 
of which has a familiar ring, 

“Whether a company is still faced 
with a troublesome waiting list or not, 
a broad program of sales activity should 
be undertaken with all the eazerness 
and skill that can be devoted to it. 
Surely we now have the opportunity to 
sell every customer the best service for 
his needs. And if we do a good job, our 
customers will fit the cost into their pat- 
tern of living and stay with us, even in 
the face of real adversity. It is axiomatic 
that an individual values more those 
things and services that have been sold 
to him.” 

Well, that’s it. 
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End of quotes. It 


seems that Mr. Lawson has dispelled any 
doubt on the subject. We will soon be 
selling again. Indeed the game has al- 
ready begun. Remember the success: 


by the four districts? Also our traffic 
instructors have been busily contacting 
and interviewing our large toll users, 
and with amazing results in customer 
reaction. 

It is expected, as we get into the 
swing of employee sales, that the News 
will again carry full features of selling 
Opportunities and sales heroes. We're 
vlad to see it. Its good for the spirit 
and good for the company. It’s the nat- 
ural way of living! 


Promotions in Engineering 
REASSIGNMENT of engineering 


-% responsibilities, which became ef- 
fective May 1, has been announced by 
C. C. Donley. chief engineer. The re- 
organization stems 
from the need to 
give more special- 
ized treatment to 
problems arising 
from recent devel- 
opments in the com- 
munications field. 


Roy A. Carlson 
has been appointed 
Plant Extension En- 
gineer. His new re- 
sponsibilities will include: (1) Long 
range toll and exchange planning. 
(2) MAX toll terminal and carrier 
equipment engineering. (3) Associated 
test and maintenance routines. 

Roger K. Ghormiey becomes MAX 
Equipment Engineer and will have 
charge of: (1) MAX and PBX equip- 
ment engineering. (2) MAX and PBX 
traffic engineering. (3) Intertoll switch 
equipment engineering. (4) Associated 
test and maintenance routines. 


Charles E. Connors 


Charles E. Connors has been pro- 
moted to Transmission and Protection 
Engineer, succeeding Paul H. Henson, 
recently appointed Eastern District 
Manager. Mr. Connor's new responsi- 
bilities will be: (1) Toll plant and spe- 


Roger K. Ghormley 


Roy A. Carlson 


cial service facilities and transmission 
design. (2) Plant protection. (3) In- 
ductive interference coordination. (4) 
Associated test and maintenance, in- 


cluding radio and TD-?. 


Other staff member assignments re- 
main unchanged. They are: A. O. An- 
drews, building, manual and CDO 
equipment engineer; J. L. Lyne, outside 
plant engineer; H. W. Cane, cost engi- 
neer; and C. E. Cummings, special as- 
signment engineer. 


PROMOTIONS 


TRANSFERS 
TITLE CHANGES 


Bonnie Kaeding 
Service Assistant 


Accounting 
LaVaugn M. Reddish, machine operator to 
advanced clerical, Lincoln. 
Commercial 
Anna F. Hoffman, clerk to teller, Lincoln. 
Personnel 
Joan Moorberg, secretary to senior secretary, 
Lincoln. 


Plant 


Rex E. King, groundman, Lincoln Con- 
struction, to routineman, COE, Central 
Plant. 

R. E. Turner, splicer’s helper, Construction, 
to routineman, COE, Central Plant. 


E. L. Wheatcraft, switchboardman, Crete, to 
installer-repairman, COE, Nebraska City. 


Traffic 


Sharon L. France, operator, Syracuse to Lin- 
coln. 

Bonnie Kaeding, operator to service assistant, 
Y ork. 

Barbara H. Swanda, operator, Lincoln to 
Wahoo. 

Marlene Thompson, service assistant, Lin- 
coln, to advanced clerk, General Traffic. 
Barbara E. Wells, clerk, Commercial, to oper- 

ator, Hastings. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mrs. Amelia Lautenschlager, mother of 
Margaret Lautenschlager, chief operator at 
Davenport, pased away May 5. Services and 
burial were at Davenport on May 8. 

Mrs. Lena Brandt, wife of Max Brandt, 
Beatrice plant department, passed away May 
24. Services were held May 26 at St. Paul's 
Lutheran Church in Beatrice. 
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Forty-Year Milestone 
For George Hansen 


The News cameraman was invited to 
attend a luncheon in honor of George 
W. Hansen, construction foreman, who 
just rounded out an enviable aggregate 
of 40 years service. Said photographer 
enjoyed a fine meal, after which he took 
two pictures of the ceremony in which 
George was presented his 40-year pin; 
carefully superimposing both views on 
the same film! That is the reason we 
illustrate this article with a portrait of 
Mr. Hansen, instead of the more ap- 
propriate scene of the service pin being 
presented by Vice President M. M. Hale. 

Mr. Hansen climbed his first pole for 
the Nebraska Bell back in March, 1910. 
He departed in October of the same 
year, but came back to work for LT&T 
in July, 1913 as a groundman at Lincoln. 
In due time he became a lineman, wire 
chief at Valparaiso, gang foreman, and 
served a three-year hitch as solicitor 
for the commercial department. He 
returned to the construction payroll as 
as foreman in 1936 and presently main- 
tains his seat of operations in the con- 
struction office. 


Look, No Bait 


Some farm telephone customers down 
in Oklahoma have found a new way 
to fish. According to Haskell Watson, 
a State Game and Fish Ranger, the 
farmers take their magneto telephones 
and connect the terminals to large 
pieces of screen which they drop into a 
stream or lake. A few healthy cranks 
on the phone throws a jolt of electricity 
into the water. Fish in the vicinity are 
stunned, rise to the surface and are 
easily picked up. Mr. Watson quickly 
adds that this practice is not legal down 
his way for catching game fish but is 
permissible for rough fish and open- 
season fish. He reports that some farm- 
ers take their phone off the wall, go 
fishing, and then do their own re- 
hooking. 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


Forty-three Years 
C. B. Meshier, Lincoln. 

Forty-one Years 
Frances M. Virgil, Lincoln. 


Thirty-eight Years 
G. B. Keith, Lincoln. 


Regina Bethscheider 
Hebron 
35 Years 


E. A. Ernst 
Plattsmouth 
25 Years 


I. C. Haith 
Humboldt 
25 Years 


J. D. Litzenberg 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


Bedric Wanek 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


Thirty-seven Years 


E. H. Wellman, Hebron. 


Thirty-five Years 
Regina Bethscheider, Hebron. 


Thirty-four Years 
D. R. Culbertson, York; Frank Kuchera, 
Lincoln. 
Thirty-three Years 
F. A. Blockwitz, Georgia M. Smith, Lin- 
coln. 
Thirty-two Years 
R. L. Clinton, Lincoln. 


Thirty-one Years 
Mathilda Alpers, Fairbury; R. A. Carl- 


son, Lincoln. 
Twenty-nine Years 


A. E. Dulin, M. M. Hale, L. V. Shirey, 
Lincoln. 


Twenty-seven Years 
I. J. Devoe, V. M. Simpson, Lincoln. 


Twenty-six Years 
C. H. Bottorff, Lincoln; Elizabeth M. 
Johnson, Crete; Dewey Olsen, Wahoo. 


Twenty-five Years 
E. A. Ernst, Plattsmouth: I. C. Haith, 
Humboldt: J. D. Litzenberg, Bedric Wanek, 
Lincoln. 
Twenty-three Years 
Melba G. Richards, Lincoln. 


Twenty Years 
Marie F. Vidlock, Lincoln. 


Nineteen Years 
E. E. Johnson, Lincoln. 


Eighteen Years 
Beatrice G. Rohrer, Hastings. 


Thirteen Years 
W. D. Quinn, Lincoln; Alyce L. Sharp- 
nack, Plattsmouth. 


Twelve Years 
C. A. Hansen, Barbara H. Miller, Lincoln; 
Marcella M. Will, Beatrice. 


Eleven Years 
G. Ella Ferguson, David City: Clara Good- 
fellow, Ashland; Dorothy C. Grafton, Lin- 
coln; Margaret Lautenschlager, Davenport; 
Helen A. Norwood, Seward. 


Ten Years 
Rosetta C. Habben, Hastings: D. M. Hob- 
son, Shirley M. Snyder, Lincoln; Mary M. 
Ross, Nebraska City. 


Nine Years 
R. E. Chamberlain, Velda M. Williams, 
Lincoln; Erma J. Keenan, Superior: Irene E. 
Utecht, Hatsings. 
Eight Yetars 
Alice B. Haddox, Auburn. 
Seven Years 
June T. Carman, Beatrice: W. K. Eltiste, 
Weeping Water: David Guthrie, Theresa 
Peters, M. ©. Schneider, Lincoln; Aurilla 
Patterson, Gresham. 
Six Years 
Chester Byard, Syracuse: J. W. Hartz, 
J. H. Tice, Lincoln: Phyllis J. Jungek, Beat- 
rice: Doris M. Peterson, Auburn; Maxine L. 


Pointer, Lincoln. 


Five Years 


R. G. Cardwell, D. J. Christle, Katherine 
B. Cole, R. L. Eno, Ruth A. Fulmer, C. W. 
Helm, N. M. Turner, Belva J. Viox, Lin- 


coln; Pauline Coe, Douglas; Mary P. 
Wright, Hebron. 


Marie F. Vidiock 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


Rosetta C. Habben 
Hastings 
10 Years 


D. M. Hobson 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


Shirley M. Snyder 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


Mary M. Ross 
Nebraska City 
10 Years 


This scene, taken in the warehouse club room, Lincoln, has been duplicated 


at several points of the territory during recent months. 


The subject of the 


meetings is Accident Prevention, with Lloyd C. Jenkins. Lincoln Plant leading 
the discussion. Mr. Jenkins, shown at far right, has wad many years of active 
experience in safety, accident prevention and first aid and is associated with the 
American Red Cross as director of these activities. 

So far this year meetings have been held for telephone employees at Nebraska 
City, Plattsmouth, Wahoo, David City, York, Stromsburg, Seward and Lincoln. 
In the latter city monthly meetings are held for the supply, service and con- 


struction departments. 


The theme of accident prevention is that accidents are caused: they don’t just 
happen, and are the result of certain rules being disobeyed. They may be pre- 
vented by alertness, skillful performance of the job, and by everyone taking 
an active part in the three “E’s” of Safety; engineering, education and enforce- 
ment. Emphasis is placed on eye protection, proper lifting and working positions. 


First Telephone Booth 
Made of Blankets 


HE first telephone “booth” was 

made of blankets, according to 
Thomas A. Watson’s autobiography, 
“Exploring Life.” Mr. Watson was 
Alexander Graham Bell's assistant. 


The book relates that in connection 
with one of Bell’s lecture demonstra- 
tions there was to be a telephone call 
placed by him from New York to 
Watson in Boston, on the night of 
April 2. Loti: 

That was in the days before repeat- 
ers and other refinements made talk- 
ing by long distance like “talking 
across the room.” It took a pair of 
strong lungs and a loud voice to carry 
on a conversation that could be heard 
and understood. 

At any rate, in order to keep his 
shouting from annoying his landlady, 
Mr. Watson “cast about for some de- 
vice to deaden the voice. Time was 
short and appliances scarce, so the best 
[ could do was to take the blankets off 
our beds and arrange them in a loose 
tunnel on the floor, with the telephone 
tied up in one end and a barrel hoop 
in the other end to facilitate my access 
to the mouthpiece.” 


Neva Evans, Hastings Traffic, and Vern 
Pelowski were married May 8 at the Zion 
Lutheran Church in Hastings. 

Nadine Kracman, traffic department, David 
City, and Robert Warner of Fremont were 
married May 12 at St. Paul & Peter Church 
in Abie. Margaret Cornell, also of David 
City Traffic, was an attendant. 

Evelyn J. Hughes, Fairbury Traffic, and 
Dale Lange were united in marriage May 15 
at the home of the bride’s parents in Steele 
City. 

Beverly Smith, York Commercial, and 
Rolland Otte were married May 16 in the 
Presbyterian Church at York. Beverly will 
accompany her husband to Delaware where 
he is stationed with the U. S. Air Force. 

Letha J. Campbell, Lincoln Traffic, became 
the bride of Clarence Baumgartner in a 
ceremony performed at Mason City, Iowa, 
on May 22. 

Wilma James, Auburn Traffic, and Robert 
Bell were married May 23 in the Christian 
Church parsonage at Auburn. 

Opal Kroese, Lincoln Traffic, and Darrell 
Ehrlich were married May 26 at the home 
of the groom in Lincoln. 

Lois Brauckmuller, Lincoln Business Of- 
fice, and Palmer Meyer were united in mar- 
riage May 29 at Immanual Lutheran Church 
In| Lincoln. 
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A Hearty Welcome to these 


NEW EMPLOYEES 


ACCOUNTING 
Virginia L. Culver 
Machine Operator, Lincoln ................ 5-10 
Helen J. Robison 
Machine Operator, Lincoln ............ 5-10 
COMMERCIAL 
Shirley J. Gilbert 
Aslerk (PV), esti ccc iccccc scans 5-17 
Wilma J. Hanson 
Cheri: Ser sce stete feted eco 4-26 
Virginia L. Harding 
og) ae 5) 5 Se eee eee 5- 3 
ENGINEERING 
Francine L. Hillier (Re-emp.) 
pecretary, “Lincoliy. 22. descscescsencedientes 22:3 
PLANT 
Terry R. Ernst (Re-emp.) 
Groundman, Plattsmouth .................... 5-24 
R. G. Felix 
Groundman, Exch., Geneva ............ 5-17 
Elizabeth Noren 
Janitress (P. T.), Superior 200000000... 5-10 
R. L. Weber (Re-emp.) 
Groundman, Exch., Tecumsch ........ 5-17 
Barbara B. Clark 
Operator, Lineoln cscciesece este 5-17 
Bonnie J. Einspahr 
Operator, Hastines -oiosceccecs eons 4-27 
Marjorie A. Folkers 
Operator, Beatrice .............cccccccceeeeeee 5-17 
Shirley M. Gowan 
Ciperator, IMmtson 33.4.3 os at ots: 5- 3 
Eleanor I. Haden 
Operator (P.T.), Plattsmouth ............ 5°24 
Betty L. Jensen (Re-emp.) 
Operator, Lincoln ccccscccvcccicvccoceccesesss 5* 3 
Alma R. Konvalin 
Operator, Superio£: <cccccsseccccacscascidevdce 37° 3 
Valda M. Lant (Re-emp.) 
Operator, Nebraska City 22000000........ 5- 3 
Lois Y. Lovelace 
Operator, David City -...00.0.0000000.... 5-17 
Lois F. McCord 
Cperator, Fairbury iced scctecciearn de. 5-17 
Mildred M. Mouden (Re-emp) 
RD POUACOE: “NTI op tieterteor ethnic a- 3 
Betty M. Schleif 
Operator, -Dincoli scccetericssct ic ccec. 2 ae 
Carolyn S. Stout 
Operator, Lincoln oceiccis secceeiie lec 5-17 


Christiane Tillman (Re-emp.) 
Operator, Ahland ....00..20000000 5-20 
Joy A. Whisman 
Operator, Lincoln 
Dixie L. Wilkerson 
Operator, Nebraska City 2000000000... 5-17 
Chicris M. Wyman 
Operator, Lincoln 


Mrs. Brown: “Whenever [I’m in_ the 
dumps, as I was yesterday, I get myself a 
new hat.” 

Mrs. Jones: “I was wondering where you 
got them.” 
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Betty Miles, 
Associate Editor 


David City Area 


Vivian Dee, Correspondent 

A personal shower was given Nadine 
Kracman, who was recently married. 
Donna Rummery enjoyed her vacation be- 
cause the day she started it her husband 
arrived home, discharged from the army. 
They are now settled in their new home. 
. . . Irene Swan spent a week’s vacation at 
home and spent more time nursing a case 
of laryngitis. Verna Heins spent her 


vacation at her home in Ulysses. ... Ra- 
mona Kobza also spent her vacation at 
home. ... There was a good representation 


from David City at the Annual Pioneers 


Banquet. 


Nebraska City Area 
Norma Dettmer, Carol L. Broers and 
Lorraine Steckley, Correspondents 


Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Newens, Ethyl Arm- 
strong, Lillian Bader, Mr. and Mrs. Ivan 
Livingston, Roy Ojers and W. C. Lant rep- 
resented Nebraska City at the Pioneers 
Banquet in Lincoln. ... Ivan Livingston 
spent a few days in Lincoln studying tele- 
types and carriers....R. H. Kinnison 
has returned to work after an absence of 


The occasion of George Hansen’s fortieth 
company (see page 16) offers another opportunity to publish a picture 
of “Old Number Six,” first of our heavy fleet and famous throughout 
the territory. Whenever the biq Buick chugged into a new seat of 
operations the local photographer dusted off his camera and it became 


anniversary with the 


nine weeks due to a knee injury. . . . Mar- 
lene Shelton is all smiles these days— 
the reason—a diamond ring on the third 
finger left hand. . . . Marjorie Drennan is 
driving a maroon and cream colored ’54 
Buick and Gladys Parker has a blue ’54 
Ford. ... Margaret Watkins and “Snooks” 
Steckley are two proud mothers. Margaret’s 
son Jack, and “Snooks’ ” daughter, Linda, 
were in a piano recital recently. ... If 
anyone is trying to find Edna Komma’s 
house, you can’t miss it. It’s bright pink. 
... Visitors this month were Myra Metcalf, 
Linco!n, Mrs. Maxine Stiles and Mrs. Gwen 
Witty. Gwen and Maxine are former oper- 
ators. . . . Those on the sick list are Ber- 
nice West, Gladys Parker, and Violet Pet- 
erson. . . . Dorothy Clark is spending her 
vacation at home. Mary Lou Gude spent 
hers in Rawlings,Wyoming, visiting her 
brother, and Cleora Lawrence spent hers 
in St. Joe, Missouri. . . . Helen Eis and 
Bertha Malone, former operators, and their 
new baby sons visited the Syracuse office 
recently. ... Chester Byard enjoyed a visit 
from his nephew and family from Salina, 
Kansas. For several days our office 
was in an awful mess but we emerged with 
a shining new tile floor in the lobby, traffic 
and commercial rooms. The ttraffic girls 
were also blessed with lovely new furniture 


and Bill Riedel. 


the most photographed of all our motor vehicles. This picture was 
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PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 
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in their lounge. Seems like only the men 
in the back room were forgotten. ... Mr. 
end Mrs. Elmer Neujahr attended the Pio- 
neer Banquet in Lincoln. Virginia 
Shields. a high school graduate with the 
class of ’54, was the envy of all of us. She 
received a beautiful lei from Hawaii as a 
graduation gift. Sharon France is a 
busy gal these days. She is a member of 
the graduating class of °54, was the vale- 
dictorian and received a regents’ scholar- 
ship. She is presently enjoying a week of 
vacation at home, after which she will trans- 
fer to the traffic department at Lincoln. 
Belva Butler, chief operator at Una- 
dilla, spent her vacation visiting relatives 
in Texas. We were sorry to hear of 
the passing of Mrs. Neujahr’s father. Mr. 
and Mrs. Neujahr and family attended his 
funeral at Nebraska City. 
Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 
Vacations are now in full swing. Eleanore 
Schutz spent hers at Norton, Kansas and 
Elwood, Nebraska, visiting relatives. Jerry 
Shipley spent most of his vacation just 
lounging around. Berniece Mueller vaca- 
tioned in Texas. ... Mr. and Mrs. Gray 
visited friends at Bassett recently. 
Berniece Mueller was one of the bowlers 
on the highest team in the recent bowling 
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taken along a roadside near Ashland in 1915 with Clyde Boyles crew, 
of which George was a member, forming the foreground of the scene. 
From left to right thev are: John Hobson, Tom DeWolf, Frank Speir, 
George Hansen, Clark Shaw, Clyde Boyles, Charley Henry, Ray Boling 


tourney at Seward. ... Elmer Bean caught 
an eight-pound catfish while fishing around 
Seward. . . . Those attending the Pioneer 
Banquet from Seward were Laura Douty, 
Arthur Balderson, Bob Gray, George Mier, 
and Beata Merz. . Martha Merz at- 
tended a picnic and a mother and daughter 
banquet at her sister’s place in Norfolk. 
. Visitors in our office recently were 
Messrs. Keith, Cruickshank, Henson and 
Mrs. Woodruff of the Ulysses office. 


Wahoo Area 

Leona Yarmon and Lura Blackman, Correspondents 
Vacations are in full swing. Emily Bohaty, 
Dorothy Ostry, Mary Beaty, Ann Palensky 
and Mary ‘Taylor are taking life easy 
at home. Bill Behrens spent his time work- 
ing on his new house. . . . Ethel Daharsh, 
Mary Beaty and Hazel Hagenbuck went 
to Omaha and saw the personal appearance 
of Liberace. . . Joan Steinbach took a 
week-end trip to Fort Knox, Kentucky, 
to visit her husband who is serving in the 
U. S. Army. ... Inez Olsen is at home tak- 
ing care of a badly sprained hip. Hope her 
recovery is speedy. Mary Ann Han- 
cock, formerly Haba, was a recent visitor 
to our office. She is now making her home in 
Fort Morgan, Colorado. Gladys Ball, 
cashier at Ashland, is enjoying her vacation 
at home... . Mrs. Betty Rosenboom, a for- 
mer operator, was a welcome visitor here. 
Irene Combs, traveling instructor, 
visited our office a few days. Her visit was 

both instructive and enjoyable. 


Paula Otte, 
Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Shirley Stock and Dorothy Bigégerstaff, 
Correspondents 
A surprise shower was held at the home 
of Anna Bergmann for Wilma James, now 
Mrs. Bob Bell. Hostesses were Mrs. Berg- 
mann, Helen Dettmer and Rita Yates. 


Wilma received many lovely gifts ... Jack 
Little is sporting a new Bel-Air Chevrolet. 
Beige and green are the colors... Alice 


<nd Floyd Haddox have traded their Ply- 
mouth for a Chrysler . Joan Remmers 
came to work very elated and informed us 
she is getting a new Baldwin electric organ. 
Lucky Girl! .. . Doris Peterson, Joan 
Coatney, Joan Stevens, Monica Lempka, 


One of LT&T’s power 
teams was this 1913 ag- 
gregation. Easily identi- 
fied are Joy Dobbs, at 
left, and Carl Keester, 
fifth from left. Other 
members, though not in 
the picture, were Charles 
Meshier, Ike Seamark, 
Tom Rice, Roy Cleve- 
land and Walter Thor- 
grimson. The bat boy, 
foreground, was Joe 
Wilson, building mes- 
senger. 


Alice Haddox, Marilyn Coad, and Shirley 
Stock enjoyed a picnic at Peru Park May 20. 


Beatrice Area 
Ruth Diekmann, Correspondent 


Marcella Will is enjoying a week of her 

vacation at this time with her sister who is 
visiting here from California. Elsie Cooper 
and husband visited their son at Cheyenne, 
Wyoming last week. . . . There’s a special 
look about Marilyn Fielder and it’s that 
pretty diamond she received last week! 
Not long ago Evelyn Menke was taking 
driving instructions. Now she has made 
the trip to Fairfield several times to visit 
relatives. ... Joan Bennett and Anita 
Lang are taking their long distance training. 
Virginia Coon is their instructor. 


Crete Area 
Loretta MclIlInay, Correspondent 


Two Cub Scout troops and a group of 
rural school pupils visited our office this 
month. Traveling Instructor Irene Combs 
visited the Wilber office. We are all SOIry 
to see E. L. Wheatcraft and his family leave 
Crete ... Mrs. Helen Claus, our janitress, 
is back after a_two- 
weeks vacation. Marvene 
Bowen and her husband 
report an enjoyable va- 
cation at Scottsbluff, Mr. 
and Mrs. Leon Rezny 
traveled to Howards 
Ridge, Missouri. Blood 
donors from the Crete 
office were Operators 
Noreen Armstrong, Mar- 
vene Bowen, Helen 
Cudly, Darlene Acord 
and yours truly. 


The lineman’s job has 
much to ofier in balmy 
June, when “every clod 
feels the stir of might; an 
instinct within it that 
reaches and towers; and 
grasping blindly for light 
climbs to a soul in grass 
and flowers.’’ Enjoying all 
of this, and their work, 
too, are linemen Bob 
Wendell, on the pole, and 
Red Hoaglin, below. 


Fairbury Area 
Velda Wagner, Correspondent 


Charlotte Jordan and Durwood Gollehon 
visited in Minden recently and went fishing 
in the Harlam County Dam at Republican 
City. Attending the Pioneer Banquet in 
Lincoln were Beryl Leslie, Mary Jackson, 
Annabelle Stocker, Mandane Reid, Dorcas 
Slater and Mathilda Alpers. 

Tecumseh Area 
Mary Goracke, Correspondent 

Shirley Hagelback spent her vacation 
entertaining a sailor who was home on leave. 
Norma Lee Hahn and Bonnie Bicknell 
visited the new telephone building in 


Lincoln recently ... A bridal shower was 
given for Carol Gottula who plans to be 
married soon. . . . We extend our sympathy 


to Irby Halverstadt on the death of his son- 
in-law, Francis Thies, on May 14; and also 
to Shirley Hagelback, whose grandmother, 
Mrs. John Hagelback, passed away on May 


25... Mary Meister had a grand time 
at the Pioneer Party at the Italian Village 
in Lincoln... We were very much 


surprised when the supply truck brought us 
George Eggleston from Pawnee City, 
especially since we didn’t remember ordering 


AWesterm District 


Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
Velma Bock, Correspondent 


Those attending the annual Pioneer ban- 
quet at Lincoln were Area Manager and 
Mrs. C. J. Crew, Mr. and Mrs. W. R. 
Birthday 


Minich, and Ejita Griffin. 


A Visit From Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Hurtz 


are 
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The 15th and M building displayed its wonders to a particularly distin- 
guished telephone couple one Saturday in late May as Mr. and Mrs. L. E. Hurtz 
dropped in for an unannounced visit. Mr. Hurtz has been closely connected 
with LT&T for 48 years; yet has been seldom seen about the company since 1921. 

Not so in the old days. L. E. Hurtz was seen and heard often as the young 
and vigorous general manager who had a major role in bringing strength to the 
growing sinews of the company from 1906 until his resignation in 1921 to join 
the Fairmont Creamery Company at Omaha, as secretary. He was then elected 
to the Board of Directors of LT&T and has served as a member of the Board 
ever since. The years have been kind to Mr. Hurtz. They have touched him lightly, 
and have seen him ascend high in the business world. One of the high honors 
accorded him in recent years was to be named king of Ak-Sar-Ben. 


treats were in store for the girls when 
Shirley Asseln and Viola Wall celebrated 
theirs. . Vacations started rolling in 
Traffic with Maxine Stolzenburg, who spent 
her time at home. ... Mr. and Mrs. Bob 
Bock, nee Velma Garland, spent Memorial 
week end in North Dakota, visiting Bob’s 
family. ... Employees enjoyed a family 
get-together Wednesday evening, May 19, 
in the office basement. Mr. Crew showed 
the Fiftieth Anniversary film, and Mr. 
Minich showed some slides which his son 
had sent home from overseas. Myra Met- 
calf, traveling instructor, and Adele Hershey, 
retired chief operator, were guests on this 
occasion. 
Hastings Area 
Luetta Bacon, Correspondent 
Jolene Erickson was honored at a mis- 
cellaneous shower given by Aletha Bennett, 
Carolyn Swedlund and Mary Ann Biglin. 
Audrey Ransom enjoyed her vacation 
staying at home. Marion Kowalski 
visited her parents in Loup City during her 
vacation. . . . Janice Ransom is impatiently 
waiting June 25th, when she sails for Paris, 
France, where she is to be married. Bon 
voyage, Janice. 
Hebron Area 
Mary Wright, Correspondent 


Vacations are now getting under way 
with Neva Beavers vacationing in Mexico. 


.. Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Wellman, Mar- 
garet, Mary and Regina Bethscheider at- 
tended the Pioneer banquet in Lincoln and 
reported a very good time. ... Margaret 
Bethsceider attended the Business & Pro- 
fessional Women’s state convention break- 
fast in Hastings on April 25th... . Mr. and 
Mrs. Ernest Wellman and friends attended 
the Shrine Circus in Lincoln. 

Stromsburg Area 
Betty Beebe, Correspondent 

With the bowling season over, the boys 
are finding new interest in softball, fishing, 
etc... . Albert Andres is on vacation, mak- 
ing a flying trip to California in his new 
Oldsmobile. . .. Area Manager Wait at- 
tended the Pioneer banquet in Lincoln on 
May 14th. 


An expert tree-trimming 
team. Back row: Wes 
Hayes, Art King and A. 
Fritz, foreman. Front: Ken 
Wurm and Al Behm. Mr. 
King’s job is to get per- 
mission for trimming from 
the land owners. At right 
is a sample of the crew’s 
work. This is the Lincoln- 
Hastings lead on West Van 
Dorn, Lincoln. 


Superior Area 
Betty Jo Peery, Correspondent 

Donna Jeepesen is spending her vacation 
in Superior. She plans to move to Wichita, 
Kansas, in June. ... Joline Loop is the 
latest operator to be floating on clouds. 
There are two reasons for this. First, her 
fiance, Daryl Allington, has just arrived 
home from Germany; and, second, their 
wedding day is June 27... . Shirley Swan- 
son is the owner of a new trailer house, in 
which they will live on a farm near Supe- 


rior. ... Alma Konvalin is our newest 
operator. Her husband is in the army, 
stationed in Korea. . . . To Bonnie Jensen, 


who has recently been ill, our wishes for a 
speedy recovery ... Faye Pettit and Bar- 
bara White have been sharing an apartment 
during the absence of Barbara’s husband, 
who is stationed in Korea, and will soon 
be returning home. Faye has been apart- 
ment hunting and will be moving soon. 


Sutton Area 
Catherine Cassell, Correspondent 


Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Mankamyer and Mr. 
and Mrs. A. D. Cassell attended the Pioneer 
banquet at Lincoln. R. H Hunzeker, 
member of the Sutton Volunteer Fire De- 
partment, attended Fire School at Beatrice 
May 16 E. A. Moorhead, manager at 
Clay Center, and family spent their vaca- 
tion in Kentucky. 


York Area 
Rowena Light, Correspondent 
On the vacation list this month we find 
Roger and Loretta Wyatt in Arizona visit- 
ing the latter’s parents. Margaret 
Underwood enjoyed a vacation in Minne- 
sota where her sister resides. ... Other 
leisure-minded people for this month are 
Lila Richardson and Barbara Walsh. We 
have no “info” regarding their plans. 
The Nelsons, Embreys, Pauleys and Mrs. 
Pflughaupt were numbered among those 
attending the annual Pioneer Banquet in 
Lincoln. Fishing again is one of the 
favorite sports in this area during the sum- 
mer months. Lots of fun and relaxation— 
hope they are having good catches. 
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Katherine Cole, 
Associate Editor 


G. W. Jahn was the guest of honor at 
a smorgasbord held at the University Club. 
All 16 men of the accounting department 
and Mr. Hale were present. ‘The group 


presented Mr. Jahn with a pocket secre- 
tary. Everyone had a good time and four 
of the fellows went back for seconds. Mr. 
Jahn was also honored by the girls of the 
third floor who presented him with a gift. 
. Vacation time is here again. Ferne 
Burns is spending her time in Denver and 
Omaha. John Backstrom worked at home 
—redecorating—but took time out to go to 
Omaha where they enjoyed Liberace’s con- 
cert. .. Deane Bietz, Clara Jones, Alvina 
Miller and Darlene Russell enjoyed being 
at home. ... Ken and Mary Boshart took 
advantage of the three-day week end by 
opening camp for the summer at South 
Bend. ... The bowlers of the accounting 
department ended the season in third place 
and entertained their wives at the Compass 
Room with the earnings of the team. 
Grace Hauschild has been busy—seeing her 
sister and husband off for Germany and 
entertaining Col. and Mrs. Bell and Mrs. 
Osthoff from California. Rose Poore 
thinks that maps of the building should be 
issued since everyone has been on the move. 
It seems Rose was quite flustered when 
she walked into the old south office to see 
one of the girls and found herself sur- 
rounded by engineers, blue prints, etc. 


Ruth White, 
Associate Editor 


This is getting to be an old story -BUT— 
there just hasn’t been much news lately. 
... Marfae Wergin, Elva Mares and Ruth 
Fulmer were hostesses at a one-gift shower 
for Lois Brauchmuller. The guests played 
“Idiot Bridge” and poor Thelma Mahlman 
played one complete hand without saying a 
word when actually that was the one hand 
during which you could talk! The world is 
confusing, isn’t it, Thelma? ... LaVonne 
Joosten and family journeyed to Colorado 
Springs, Denver, and the pony races in 
Omaha for their second week of vacation. 
The first week they vacationed with their 
daughter’s measles! .. . JoAnne Varga has 


reached that milestone (or millstone) in 
life, graduation from high school. She’s 
been working part-time for quite some time 
and we’re very happy that she’s decided to 


work full time now ... Bill Quinn’s wife 
underwent two surgical operations in one 
month. We’re very happy to hear that she 
is feeling much better now. Poor Bill had 
quite a time daughter-sitting. One daughter 
had the measles. He had to put up the 
girls’ hair, and if any more had happened 
Bill probably would have moved into the 
hospital with Shirley! 


Mab stuct 


Doruthy Muller. 
Associate Editur 


Richard Childs is back with us after 
having spent almost two years in the Army. 
Claude Helm was the recipient of a 
spinning reel as a Father’s Day gift and he 
is now making huge plans for an assault 
upon the poor fish. 


Custodian’s Department 
Paul Radebaugh, Correspondent 


Art Drake is back on the job after having 
been on the sick list. He does not care much 
for the liquid diet the doctor put him on 
for his ulcer. ... Art Higgins spent his va- 
cation helping his son Wayne build his 
new house. ... As Jack Mankamyer will 
be leaving soon for the Army, we all wish 
him the very best of luck. We are 
Sorry to report that Aaron Kilcoyne is on 
Sick list and is in Lincoln General Hospital, 
We wish him a very speedy recovery. 

Service Operators 

Thelma Wisen & Louise Roth, Correspondents 

Hazel and Wayne Higgins are building 
a new home in West Lincoln, and the “three” 
of them plan to move in this fall. 
Sharon Smith was getting a little con- 
cerned when the boy friend gave her the 
“too busy to see you” story several times. 
Everything is all right now as Sharon 
found out he has been spending those 
“busy” hours making a beautiful blonde 
hope chest for her. Looks like this LT&T 
romance is the real thing. 

Toll Equipment Department 
Phyllis Kittle, Correspondent 

Ivan Paddack had an enjoyable vaca- 
tion visiting his daughter and son-in-law 
at Scott Field, Illinois. . . . Charles Peach- 
man planted gladiola bulbs and played 
canasta during two weeks of his vacation. 


It was 37 years ago that 
the club room was estab- 
lished at Lincoln. Since 
that time a couple or 
three generations have 
made heavy use of its 
facilities at noon, rest 
breaks and during the 
evenings. That’s one 
reason many telephone 
men have become sharpies 
at such games as pool, 
table tennis, cribbage, 
bridge and (ugh) canasta. 
In the picture are O. D. 
Watley and Les Livingston, 
Lincoln Plant, whetting 
their skill at the game of 
snooker. 


Point-Count 
Bidding 


In One Easy Lesson 


The latest development in contract bridge 
is “point count valuation.’” Players say it 
makes bidding easier and more accurate. 
Several experts have written books on the 
use of point count bidding, with some shades 
of difference between them; but all conform 
generally to a common outline. 

The News office has a supply of pamphlets 
designed to explain the principles of this bid- 
ding method which are available to employees 
without charge... After a player has learned 
the basic ideas given in the pamphlet he may 
wish to pursue the method of his own chosen 
expert. To get your copy of this pamphlet 
write or call the Editor, Lincoln Telephone 
News, 1342 M Street, Lincoln. 


Roemer Dalton spent his vacation 
resting and taking life easy. 


"2" Office 
Jacob Schneider, Correspondent 


The Chris Lyberis’ moved into their 
new home at 441 Mulder Drive and like it 


very much. 


"3" Office 
Howard Stroup, Correspondent 


We are glad to report at this time that 
Vern Hutchison is back on the job after 
being absent for a few weeks due to an 
accident at his home. ... The Robert Mc- 
Dowells have moved into their new mod- 
ern home on their 66-acre farm in Roca. 

“4 Office 
George Albury, Correspondent 

Warren Shuck and his installation crew 
have successfully completed eight of the 
fifty-four cuts at the ‘4” Office. 


"3-7" Office 
Arleen Swanson, Correspondent 


Ivan Hellerich traded off his *41 Ford 
and is now driving a ’53 Plymouth. 
Howard Smith took a week of his vacation, 
which consisted mostly of work. He spent 
four days at Bennet doing carpenter work 
for his son who is remodeling his house. 
The rest of the time he spent at home 
seeding his lawn. On the evening of 
May 3, the Wallace Gake residence was 
damaged by fire. A closet and bedroom 
were badly burned and the rest of the 
house damaged by smoke. We are glad to 
report that no one was injured and at this 
time they have the house back in pretty 


day helping Wallace with the carpenter 
work after the fire. . . . Kenneth Christen- 
sen, a former switchroom employee, stopped 
in the office for a short visit recently. He 
is an instructor at the Platte Valley Acad- 
emy at Sheldon. 
“6"" Office 
Russell Guthrie, Correspondent 
Welden Duer has purchased a new home 
near the “3” office. . . . Bob Livingston is 
enjoying a two weeks’ cruise with the Navy 
Reserve. 
Wire Chief’s Departmeni 
Constance Decker, Correspondent 
Verald Spears visited his mother in 
Presho, South Dakota, and while there he 
did a little fishing. . .. Jim Green spent 
his vacation at home. ... Ray Zimmerman 
stayed at home during his vacation and put 
in a garden. ... Roy Mills is remodeling 
his house while on vacation. . Dorothy 
Kramer received a beautiful diamond from 
Al Schirmer, who works for the State Farm 
Mutual. Congratulations, Dorothy. 
Kenney and Betty Darby are the proud 
parents of a baby daughter, Kristi Lynn, 
born April 10. Betty is a former employee of 
this department. 


4% construction 


Shirley Hess, 
Associate Editor 


Don’t believe we’ve ever reported that the 
Bob Cliffords have moved into their beau- 
tiful new home. Their address now reads 
4140 South 40th. And speaking of 
building houses, a couple of our other fel- 
lows are in the midst of such a project. Bob 
Cardwell is building in University Place and 
Jack Keogh, splicer at Hastings, is spend- 
ing his vacation working on his new house. 

. Cliff Artz recently purchased a house 
at 4126 M and is now spending his spare 
time building a garage. ... Herman Studier 
is in the garage building business. too... . 
We're happy to welcome Lyle Higgins back 
from the Army. He had spent the past year 
in Germany. He is now working as a 
splicer’s helper with Cy Hutchison 
We were pleasantly surprised when Harry 
Moss paid us a visit in May. He is living 
at Birchwood, Wisconsin, and looks fine. 
Joy Dobbs came in to see us, also. We’re 
glad they don’t forget us and are happy to 
see them any time. 


The Pioneer Hobby 
Show, held in conjunction 
with the annual banquet 
on May 14, attracted its 
share of attention. Looking 
over the displays~ at 
Italian Village are, left to 
right: Marie Pearson, 
Moreanne Alldritt, Bea- 
trice Rohrer, Jessie Van 
Trump and Ivan C. Haith. 
The four ladies are Hast- 
ings pioneers, Mr. Haith is 
Manager at Humboldt. 


i. Semerall lara 


J. S. Reed | 
Associate Editor by 


Harry Branch, retired Hastings plant 
employee, called at the general plant office 
early in May. Harry retired in 1943 and is 
presently located in North Platte .. .Art 
Keckler has prepared a training course on 
the operation and maintenance of dial pay 
stations and soon will be conducting classes 
on this subject for plant employees... 
Mina Jorgensen attended the Grand Chapter, 
Eastern Star, in Omaha on May 12 
Harry Moss, former construction crew fore- 
man, who retired in 1949, was a visitor in 
the general plant office on May 28. Harry 
is living in Birchwood, Wisconsin, where he 
has a summer cottage in addition to winter 
quarters in town. 


Millie Whitla, 
Associate Editor 


That popular gem, the diamond, has 
claimed third finger, left hand ownership on 
three of our girls this month. Congratula- 
tions to Virginia Gates, Leona Kazda and 
Marlys Wicken. Wedding bells will ring 
for Mary Ormand and Ruth Hetherington 
—both June brides... . A $50.00 donation 


Another recent Pioneer 
gathering was the Ladies 
April Fool Party, held at 
the Lincoln club room 
April 3. Myra Metcalf, 
Clara Jones and _ their 
social committee sponsor- 
ed the affair which was 
featured by special and 
elaborate 
headwear. Needless to say, 
a good time was had by 
all, 


creations in 


was made to Cerebral Palsy from the Lin- 
coln toll operating department. Money 
for the donation came from the coffee fund. 
-.. June Kline has a new dog named 
Harvey. Harvey is not a pup but a three- 
year-old and ought to know better but 
nevertheless June had to send her rug to be 
cleaned. Contrary to what the name im- 
plies, Harvey is a she and not a he. 
Two new babies this month. Both girls. 
The mothers are Wilma Tussey and Vonnie 
Levos (Krause). Vonnie is a former em- 
ployee now living in Tucson, Arizona. ... 
Barbara Swanda is transferring to Wahoo 
and Marlene Thompson leaves us to fill a 
vacancy in General Traffic. Sorry to see 
the girls go and hope they will be happy 
in their new jobs. . .. Lillian Schafer was 
hostess at a shower for Mary Ormand who 
is being married the 18th. Mary received 
many lovely gifts. Lois Meyers gave 
an excellent performance in a voice recital 
on May 20. At the conclusion of the pro- 
gram she was presented with a bouquet of 
red roses—compliments of the Lincoln toll 
operators. We're very proud of Lois. We 
are a bit limited for space this month so 
will catch all that glorious vacation news 
in the next issue. 


ce Supply 
. Shae AP 
f Florence Tatman, 
Associate Editor 


From the sound of Ruth Balster’s greeting 
from California we wondered if she had 
taken up employment with the Chamber of 
Commerce there. She wrote: “Greetings 
from beautiful sunshined, ocean washed, 
mountain girded, island guarded Santa 
Barbara.” The picture on the card she sent 
was as equally inviting as her description. 

. Dean Hobson and Dick Grant vacation- 
ed at home. Dick planned to do some 
painting but from the looks of the weather 
we wonder if he accomplished as much as 
he planned ... Bob Donaldson spent one 
week of his vacation moving into his brand 
new home. 
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HOW DID THAT GUY EVER. 
GET ON TELEVISION 


Xx 
< “@: ya 
"a EK 2 
ANS > 
ROSY) 
LC) WOK 
K) LK) 


George Mann, accounting, walked by a T-V set in a local store 
and thought he saw a familiar figure on the screen. He re- 
traced his steps and took another look. The man staring back 
at him vaguely resembled someone he knew. George couldn't 
place the fellow, and got a bit critical. "He's even chubbier 
than I am," thought George, "and his tie is crooked. Ought 
to be more careful when he appears on T-V." Suddenly the 
truth unfolded. It was George himself! A concealed camera 
was throwing images of passers-by directly on the screen. 


As it must to all canasta players, 
fate caught up with Charlie Peach- 
man in the cafeteria the other day. 
In his hurry to begin the noon-hour 
game, Charlie cut his meal short, 
left his tray on the table, picked 
up his chair and carried it to the 
return rack for dirty dishes. 


THERE - THAT FEELS 
MUCH BETTER 


AT FELLOW 15 UNCOUTH. HE 
OUGHT Jo TAKE 4 COURSE 
IN HUMAN RELATIONS 


While workmen were installing a mail chute from the 
fourth to third floor accounting offices, Rosalie 
Carlson complained of the chilly draft from the open 
window. With an assist from a co-worker she closed it 
tightly, and felt much more comfortable until it was 


called to her attention that there was no glass in the 
frame. 
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Add to the menaces of T-V the sad fate of our personnel director 
who dashed for his easy chair right after supper to watch his favo- 
rite program. He was so engrossed in the plot of the show that he 
couldn't take his eves off the screen as he reached for his vitamin 
pills on the table behind him. He got hold of a bottle, unscrewed 
the cap and POURED HIMSELF A BIu HANDFUL OF BLACK INK: 


LOOK DAVE: | TTA fa Ss, / 
MOK OVE ARED SOO | Ee Wa! | GOT'EM FIRST AND | HELP! CALL THE 
NEED 'EM IN MY 1 GET 
ED’ DucTOR . | CAN'T GE 
BUSINE 55 - GO SIT ON OUT OF HERE ! 
ACHAIR- OR BETTER | 
STILL, A TACK 


After softball practice 

the other night, athlete 

5s =Bob Stall, of Lincoln 

FF <a a ie ae Service, trudged home 


= . 
Al Reed fae th fixed notion that he cannot adjust the microwave and took a hot bath, and 
equipment unless he is sitting on a red stool and was unable to do developed so many 
a tap of work one morning when all the stools mysteriously dis- charley-horses while in 
appeared. After a long search Al found them; all three, coralled > —Saa the tub that he was un- 
by Dave Guthrie, who could not be persuaded to give up even one of tin —— able to climb out. 
the coveted items. It is said that Al was forced to grovel on the Mee 
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ORRRESN 
—at York and 


PEN HOUSE was held at Nebraska City and York last 

month. At both cities the public responded to the com- 
pany’s invitation in unexpected numbers. They scrutinized 
the buildings from basement to roof and gave undivided 
attention to the employee guides who directed their course 
and explained the operation of equipment. So successful, 
indeed, were both Open Houses that numerous others are 
being planned throughout the territory for the late summer 
months. At York, on June 16, a throng of 1,200 towns- 
people moved through the building during the afternoon 
and evening. Busy people were the hosts: Sterling Nelson, 
Alex Pauley, Vance Embrey and Duane Grove of York; 
Ed Flowerday, Floyd Crewdson and Joe Adamson from 
Hastings; Edna Pflughaupt, Bonnie Kaeding, Velma Garlock, 
Ferne Wilger, Artis Bowen, Genevieve Graff, Betty Reis- 
bick, La Rene Busler and Marguerite Ienn of York Traffic; 
Rowena Light, Virginia Petersen and Lois Miller of York 
Commercial. A. B. Gorman, advertising manager, is gen- 
eralissimo of Open House activities. He has been accom- 
panied in his travels by L. W. Cleveland, traffic chief. They 
arrive early and stay late, meanwhile doing a smooth job of 
coordinating the endless chain of details that make for a suc’ 


cessful public inspection. 


In the Pictures: (1) Rowena Light, left, greeting guests in the 
York lobby. In background is Pete Retzlaff, janitor, and Marguerite 
Ienn. (2) Brownie Troop 19 in the operating room. Edna Pflughaupt, 
chief operator, is third from left in back row. Ferne Wilger at far 
right. (3) View of the operating room during the “rush” hour. 
(4) LaRene Busler and Virginia Petersen passing out the favors. 
(5) Sterling Nelson, rear, showing the battery room. (6) Alex 
Pauley explaining the M.D.F. (7) Floyd Crewdson at the toll equip- 


ment frame. (8) Duane Grove tells the Brownies of the wonders in 
the terminal room. 


NOUSE 


Nebraska City 


EBRASKA CITY was already in festive mood, being in 
the midst of its centennial year’s celebration; so the 
LT&T Open House stressed the historical motif when the 
doors swung open on June 9. There was a huge display of 
ancient telephones and a goodly selection of photographs 
tracing the change of telephone personnel and equipment 
in Nebraska City through the years. Hosts to the 1,140 
people who toured the building on that day were A. B. 
Gorman, P. H. Henson and L. W. Cleveland from Lincoln; 
A. M. Newens, Ethyl Armstrong, Lillian Bader, Ivan Living- 
ston, Carol Broers, Vera Orton, E. L. Wheatcraft, Lorraine 
Steckley, Mary Bartyzelle, Margaret Watkins and Betty 
Christensen. Raymond Kinnison and George Placek also lent 
a helping hand, while Clarence Jennin7s, janitor, was hurry- 
ing in several directions at once. Ed Ernst came over from 
Plattsmouth to have a look at the proceedings and was 
enticed into putting in a hard day of labor. The same fate 
befell Ed Dorland, of Wahoo. Visitors from the general 
office included K. L. Lawson, Max C. Walker and Mr. and 
Mrs. Houghton Furr. Refreshments were served at both 
Nebraska City and York, and appropriate favors were pre- 
sented to all men, women and children who made the tour 
of the buildings. 


In the Pictures: (1) E. L. Wheatcraft, late of Friend and Crete, 
took his station in the terminal room. (2) An interested audience 
hears Ivan Livingston, wire chief, explain the functions of carrier 
equipment. (3) Lorraine Steckley conducting a group through the 
operating room. (4) We have no explanation for the pleasant look 
A. B. Gorman divides between the camera and his enthralled 
audience. (5) Main entrance and exit. The big smile is from Ed 
Dorland. (6) Vera Orton and Carol Broers at the favor table. 
(7) Lillian Bader faces the camera through a break in the crowd. 


Your Benefit 


Plan In 1953 


It brought help to many employees on their rainy day 


T IS told in this month's installment of our company’s 

history (page 7) how LT@T, in January 1917, brought 
forth its plan for the accrual of a fund to pay employee 
pensions and obligated itself in a broad policy for the pro- 
tection of its workers during periods of sickness or accident 
disability. 

Since that time the Plan has undergone various changes; 
ever becoming more liberal and widened in scope. Now in 
its 38th year, ours is still one of the most generous and com- 
prehensive employee pension and benefit plans in all Ameri- 
can industry. 

Twelve men and seven women were granted service 
pensions during 1953. On December 31, 1953, 71 men and 
&3 women were receiving payments from the pension trust 
fund. Five pensioners died during the year. 

On this page is a brief report of the Benefit Committee 
for the year 1953. It has not been put in fancy writing, for 
the cold figures are impressive enough. More than $63,000 


was paid out to employees during the year for sickness, 
accident, disability or death benefits. 

None of these dollars went to those who were fortunate 
enough to remain healthy, uninjured and on the job. The 
canes who learned what the Employees’ Benefit Plan meant 
tc them were numbered among the 13 accident disability 
cases and 114 sickness disability cases that occurred during 
1953. 

Well we know that not many of us will go through all of 
our years of active employment without encountering an 
iilness or accident which may keep us off the job for a 
reriod of several weeks. But come illness, accident, death, 
or the years of retirement, the money will be in the Fund and 
ready for payment. 

And there are other benefits to employees which are 
not included in the Plan. Paid absences during the first 
seven days of sickness; for personal business; jury duty; 
death in the immediate family; vacations; and military leaves 
may reach an estimated average of $236 for each employee 
during 1954. Then we must consider the further benefits 
sometimes called “fringe items.” Among them are paid rest 
periods; vaccinations; cooperative facilities; unemployment 
insurance; employee concessions, etc. It is estimated that 
these benefits will add another $215 in expense for each 
employee on the pay roll during the present year. 


KORDA RRMA RA RRA EDIL IDLO LODO LOLOL ODO DIDO IIIA I ELI I LIES 
BENEFIT PAYMENTS 
FOR YEAR 1953 


Payments by Company into Pension Trust 
Fund  ..............ccosecceceocecnseceeenesrseresssesseeees $439,918.00 


3,414.30 


Accident Disability Expenses -.------------------ 


Accident Disability Benefits eceescoettesecseess 7,004.98 
Sickness Disability Benefits -...--.------------- 34,003.77 
Death Benefits—Sickness ..-.-------------------- 14,900.09 
Disability Pensions .......-------------s-eet---77" 3,679.39 
Total ...cc.ccceccceeeeeeeeececeeceeeeceeeeeeenesteees $ 63,002.49 
Total Payments by Company 
under the Benefit Plan -.....-......... $502,920.49 
Payments by Company to the Federal 
Government for old-age benefit purposes 
under the Social Security Act .....--..------.-- $ 56,440.32 
TOA Asecs Gaskin ee $559,360.81 


Payments by the Trustee from the Pension Trust 
Fund for service pensions amounted to $123,218.00. 
The balance in the Fund on December 31, 1953 
was $3,299,747.52. 

I. J. Devoe, Secretary 
Employees’ Benefit Committee 
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Pioneers Off to a Flying Start 


neatnehen nooo. eae bate 
ee Be i Sinise scenteretgemen, : 
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Officers and executive committee members of the Frank H. Woods Chapter. 
Clockwise: Marie Pearson, Hastings; R. V. Clifford, treasurer; A. B. Gorman, 
president; Kent Eno, vice-president; Marie Vidlock, secretary; B. A. Bunting, 
Columbus; Mae Meduna, Wahoo; and Mary Bornemeier, Lincoln. Not in picture, 
R. S. Baldwin and R. A. Carlson. The latter was appointed at this meeting to 
fill the unexpired term of R. V. Clifford as executive committee member. 


HIS is the group who are occupying 

the driver's seat of the pioneer chap- 
ter during the current fiscal year. But 
as this picture was taken, on June 18, 
they were engaged in setting the pio- 
neer vehicle into motion even before 
they had taken hold of the steering 
wheel. Officially they did not take 
office until July 1, but as vacation 
schedules interfered with their gather- 
ing after that date the organization 
meeting was held before their installa- 
tion. More power to them. There is 
nothing like an early start. 


Plans for the year are pretty well 
formed, even at this early date. The 
chapter will continue its active social 
program and extend its activities farther 
afield. The late summer will see a 
series Of pioneer picnics at Columbus, 
Geneva, Beatrice and Nebraska City. 
There will be a continuation of the 
annual fishing stag for men; a ladies’ 
informal party and the all-gal annual 
dinner; a general get-together during 
the winter at Lincoln and, of course, 
the major whing-ding of the season— 
the annual banquet—which will be 
held (mark it on your calendar) Satur- 
day, June 4, 1955 at the Cornhusker 
Hotel, Lincoln. 


Additional duties were assigned to 
everal committees, indicating that 
President Gorman and his retinue have 
little fear of an ambitious program, or 
the sweat and energy that must be ex- 
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pended to accomplish its ends. 


B. J. Sievers will head the member- 
ship committee and will direct its efforts 
to obtain more members from the far 
corners of the state. Jack White and 
Jim Morrison will assist in this endeavor 
as cOntact men. 


The Fellowship committee will ex- 
pand its influence and encourage more 
contacts and visits with retired and dis- 
abled members. Myrtle Henline will 
again lead this committee as general 
chairman, with sub-chairman Alvina 
Miller taking over the duties of send- 
ing birthday remembrances, flowers, 
etc.; Ernie Royce and Marie Pearson 
heading the sub-committee for visita- 
tions and contacts. 

The Social committee is sub-divided 
into three spheres of influence. Claude 
Helm will have charge of district activ- 
ities. Louise Roth will attend to gath- 
erings of the ladies. L. W. Cleveland 
has the responsibilities of the annual 
banquet. 


The Ways and Means committee also 
has divided assignments. Lee Schlentz 
will prepare the budget,watch expendi- 
tures and make the annual audit. Bob 
Ross and Florence Tatman take over the 
new duties of fund raising. The com- 
mittee’s activities will be directed by 
Chairman Fred Bettenhausen. 

The Historical committee will con 
tinue the present program of assembling 
the photographic scrapbook and_ seek 
additions to the historical collections. 
This work will be directed by co 
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chairmen Pearl Barnhouse and Ray 
Sherman. 


The Hobby committee, Gay Hender- 
son, chairman, will again offer classes 
in various arts, sponsored by the adult 
education program of the Lincoln Public 
Schools, and will try to get similar 
classes started in other cities. This com- 
mittee will also be charged with pre- 
paring exhibits of hobbies at the state 
telephone convention and the annual 
Pioneer Banquet. 


Annual Report Again 
Wins Merit Award 


{ 4 ee ™, 
CT. l [ AWARD 
or 
as | er . gl’ 
June 30, 1954 
Fo distinguished achievement in 
Annual Reporting for 
2 consecutive years and 
in recognition of the Excellence of 
its 1955 Annual Report to Shareholders. 


PRESENTED TO 


The Lincoln Ti elephone & 
Telegraph Company 


BY THE 


FINANCIAL WORLD 


Rmetas Pumcr Orvatment wick! 


HIS 1S TO CERTIFY thar the 1953 financial 


statement of the above company was 
judged as among the mest modern from 
the stand point oF conten’, Cypegraphy , 
and formar of the S000 annual reports 
examined durteyg 1954. 
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oR the second consecutive year the 

company’s Annual Report to Share 
Owners has received a Merit Rating in 
the judging contest conducted annually 
by the Financial World magazine. This 
award automatically qualifies our annual 
report as a candidate for further con- 
sidertion for a bronze “Oscar of Indus- 
try” trophy. Only 1,728 entries among 
5,000 survived the initial step in the 
contest. 

The Merit Award is given those 
which are “judged among the most 
modern from the standpoint of content, 
typography and format.” Besides con’ 
taining the usual statistical information 
the 1953 annual report followed the 
theme of the company’s fiftieth anni- 
versary and contained an illustrated sec- 
tion devoted to LT&T’s historical high- 
lights. It was written and designed by 
A. B. Gorman, advertising manager, and 
printed by Woodruff Printing Com- 
pany of Lincoln. 
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LT&T Members of Company B, 323 Field Signal Battalion at Camp Funston, December 1917. Front row, left to right: Louis Landers, Ralph 


Baker, Troy Rhinehart, Frank Speir, Henry Taedter, Lester Gjerman, Vern Campbell, Clayton Moore, Charles Nutzman, Charles Riedel and 
George Gorham. Back row: Neil Rakestraw, Joe Abrams, Paul Schmeltzer, John Ford, John Hobson, Brad Scholz, C. E. Brunton, Charles 
Meshier, P. J. Brunton, Paul Krahn and W. R. Howell. Ralph Jenkins, Bob Darling and Tom DeWolf were having a bout with the flu, and 
could not be present as the picture was taken. The company was captained by C. D. Perrin of the traffic department. 


Growing Pains 1915-1919 


(The seventh installment in the history of The Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company) 


The year 1915 made its debut in a burst 

(| 0 of telephone fanfare. Locally the New Year 
| coincided with the publication of Volume 1, 
Issue 1, of the Lincoln Telephone News. 

Nationally the date of January 25, 1915 

stands as one of the historic pinnacles of telephony. On 
that day the continent was first bridged by the human voice. 

Elaborate preparation had been made for staging this 
first transcontinental telephone conversation. The pole line, 
only recently completed, ran from New York through Pitts- 
burgh, Chicago, Omaha, Denver and Salt Lake City to San 
Francisco, where the Panama Pacific Exposition was then 
in progress. 

There were three circuits—two physical, one phantom— 
and 130,000 poles in the 3,370-mile, cross-country lead. The 
route took a beeline across field, swamp, lake and mountain. 
In many areas there were no roads and construction crews 
had to make their own pathways. On January 25 men were 
stationed along the entire line, in cities, towns, farmlands, 
deserts, mountain top, so that in case of a break work- 
men would soon be able to reach the spot. 

A distinguished delegation was at the New York end of 
the line. Here was Alexander Graham Bell, inventor of 
the telephone; U. N. Bethell, a member of the recent Bell- 
Morgan-Independent negotiation committee who had _ be- 
come senior vice president of AT&T; J. J. Carthy, AT&T 
chief engineer who was largely responsible for the realiza- 
tion of the coast-to-coast telephone dream; Mayor Mitchell 
of New York City; Controller William Prendergast and 
other celebrities. 

Alexander Bell was a bit skeptical as he took down 
the receiver at the given signal. He forgot his lines as he 
bellowed, “Hello, Watson, are you there?” Later he repeated 
the famous first intelligible telephone sentence: ‘Mr. Wat- 
son, come here, I want you.” And Thomas Watson, his 
assistant at the telephone’s nativity 39 years before, repeated 
the other half of that famous first telephone conversation: 


Afr ULL IN US 


Later, President Woodrow Wilson and Nathan C. Kingsley 
of AT&T joined the conversation from Washington; Theo- 
dore Vail from Jekyll Island, Georgia; and Mayor Curley 
from Boston. 


The interchange of words between the two coasts was 
made possible, primarily, by the perfection of the Pupin 
loading coil and other new transmission developments. The 
physical circuits were of No. 8, B.W.G. hand-drawn copper 
wire, a sixth-inch in diameter. 

The war in Europe rose in fury and America was soon 
embroiled in arguments with both Britain and Germany in 
their interference with commerce. In May 1915 the Lusi- 
tania was sunk with a loss of 1,153 lives, 114 of them of 
American citizenship. With that America swung almost 
solidly toward the Allied cause, and came to the brink of 
war itself until the President was reassured that Germany 
would cease her unrestricted submarine warfare. 


A change of economy was coming over the land. The 
industrial east felt its first effects in a wave of prosperity 
and high level employment arising from munitions and 
armament contracts with warring Europe. Exports of food 
and manufactured items were accelerated and prices of 
commodities advanced. 


There was a movement back to the land. More acres 
were plowed and tilled. The soil of Nebraska responded 
nobly and its huge fields of grain grew tall and lush. Rains 
fell almost daily. At wheat harvest time the ground was 
sO moist and mellow that the bull-wheel of binders could 
not get traction from the slippery earth to run the machin- 
ery. Manufacturers of small gasoline engines were swamped 
with orders for motors and attachments to operate the 
binders. 

Prosperity came to the farmers. Higher prices for their 
produce, the abundant harvest and fatted livestock brought 
wealth and contentment such as they had never known. 
LT&T was still adding to its stature by purchasing numer- 
ous Independent companies in its territory and was attempt- 
ing to adopt a uniform level of rates. This required an 
application and appearance before the State Railway Com- 
mission with nearly every purchase asking for an increase 
in exchange rentals. The greatest and most consistent op- 
position to all these applications had been from farmers’ 
organizations, and now this opposition began to disappear. 

On October 26, 1915, General Manager Hurtz was able 
to report to the Board of Directors: “Today the Lincoln 
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Telephone and Telegraph Company may be said to be at 
peace. We are having no trouble with any commercial 
club, city, village, or other public organization. So far as 
we know every community within our territory Is satisfied 
with the treatment we are according them. The service is 
generally satisfactory and at no place are we recelving com- 
plaints of poor service.” 

Earlier in the year, though, we had trouble galore, the 
heaviest assailment being in Johnson County. This was 
the scene of the fiercest battles during the old competitive 
days and many concessions had been made in those times 
which were still being enjoyed by our subscribers. The 
service rates here were far below those of neighboring 
counties and as far below the cost of actual operation. 

It had been necessary to go before the Railway Commis- 
sion to correct this inequity and permission was granted 
to increase rates on all classes of service in several Johnson 
County exchanges from 20 to 27 per cent. We began to lose 
telephones at once, 437 of a total of 2,399 being removed 
in these exchanges. _ 

Sterling was the focal point of opposition. A competing 
exchange was organized by some farmers and a local at- 
torney. The Railway Commission authorized the new 
company to issue stock and build the exchange although 
it stated in the order that the exchange was not necessary 
and was against public policy, but held to the theory that it 
did not have power to refuse the application. LT&T, how- 
ever, continued to improve the conditions at Sterling SO 
that by the end of 1915 only a handful of former subscribers 
had not as yet returned to the exchange. Plans for the com- 
peting Sterling exchange were consequently abandoned. 

At Red Cloud, David City, Brainard and Hampton we 
were still in competition with locally owned Independent 
companies, but the duplicate plants were operating on a 
friendly and constructive basis. 

A plan had been put into effect the first of the year to 
allow employees to purchase stock in LT&T through the 
payroll deduction plan. The response was enthusiastic and 
widespread throughout the organization. The company’s 
third employees’ picnic was held August 11 at Capitol Beach 
and was attended by a crowd of more than 500 telephone 
folk and family members. 

The ancient practice of sending employees to the sub- 
scriber’s home to collect the monthly telephone bill was 
discontinued in October. Thereafter the subscriber was 
expected to attend to the method of paying his bill by the 


due date. 

LT&T gained more than 3,000 telephones during 1915, 
2,628 of them due to natural growth, and by the year’s end 
was operating 88 exchanges. We purchased Clay Center 
and Glenville during the year, sold the exchange at Union, 
and discontinued those at Goehner and Ayr. 

The automobile was proving its worth. In the construc- 
tion department “Old Number Six” was rolling up an out- 
standing record of miles and savings. An installation truck 
was put into service at Lincoln during the summer of 1915 
and it, too, more than doubled the output of its crew. M. T. 
Caster recommended that five new trucks be purchased be- 
fore the beginning of the next year’s spring work. 

The year 1916 was ushered into existence 

0) by a severe electrical storm, with the rumble 

of thunder blending with the noisemakers of 

the New Year. Two demonstrations of trans- 

continental telephony were given at Lincoln. 
The first, on February 10, to Governor Morehead and friends. 
The second on March 29 at the annual banquet of the state 
telephone association when 484 receivers were wired to the 
one circuit, one being placed at each diner’s plate. K. B. 
Cary and T. S. Risser aided an AT&T expert in arranging 
the equipment for the demonstration. 

Down on the border Pancho Villa was rattling his sabre 
and President Wilson ordered the mobilization of the coun- 
try’s National Guard. Nine of our employees were called 
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into service. They encamped for a few days at the State 
Fair Grounds, then entrained for border patrol. Some of 
them were affiliated with Pershing’s punitive expedition 
later in the year. On this, our first Honor Roll, appeared the 
names of S. I. Fields, C. E. Stintz, Milton Barratt, A. W. 
Norman, Holman Valentine, Fred Hall, B. C. Cone, A. 
Ebaugh and E. L. Horn. The guard was called into service 
June 22. Pershing chased Pancho 500 miles south of the 
Rio Grande but could not effect his capture. The troops 
were recalled early in 1917. 

By August 1916 it was noted that rising prices had af- 
fected nearly all material used in the telephone industry. 
Instruments were costing 25 per cent more than in 1914; 
iron wire was 66 to 165 per cent higher; cable up 83 per cent; 
and an average increase of all materials of more than 75 per 
cent. Balanced against this was the fact that our toll busi- 
ness had shown a phenomenal increase and that our normal 
gain in telephones was running higher than the optimistic 
forecast. On September 6, during State Fair week, an all- 
time record of 1,254 completed calls flowed through the 
Lincoln switchboard. 

During 1916 we gained, by normal growth, 3,146 tele- 
phones and added by purchase 3,218 more. Percentagewise 
it was one of our greatest years. 

Commercial officials announced that public relations 
had been good. At only a few places had LT&T been em- 
broiled in controversy with its subscribers. We had a real 
skirmish at Nebraska City where the threat of a competing 
exchange almost became a reality. At Fairbury the farmers 
were united against the new schedule of rates. An “East 
Lincoln League” was formed specifically for the purpose of 
opposing the Lincoln rate schedule, and in Saunders County 
the Farmers Union was carrying on constant sniping with the 
local telephone people. But in 1916 these were considered 
trivial problems. We were but recently removed from the 
battlefields of competition when the public was in arms 
more often than not. So public relations of 1916 were 
deemed to be as good as could be expected. 

Although LT&T had put a plan into effect 

0 in 1912 which provided for the payment of 
certain benefits during sickness and accident 
disability, the requirements and technicali- 
ties of the plan prohibited it from providing 
adequate coverage to employees in general. The employees, 
therefore, organized their own benefit and protective associa- 
tion to better cover the monetary loss from medical expenses 
and time lost during periods of disability. . 

On January 1, 1917, the company announced its long- 
awaited plan for the provision of pension rights and more 
liberal allowance for sickness - accident benefits. The new 
plan entirely overlapped the benefits provided by the em- 
ployee’s organization and, by common consent, the latter 
was dissolved. 

By agreement with AT&T, all the years of service ac- 
cumulated by former Bell employees prior to their joining 
our company would be credited in their behalf and would 
apply toward their pension rights. 

The company originally appropriated $50,000 to set up 
the pension and benefit fund and levied an assessment on 
its earnings for its perpetuity. A study was made of the 
ages and service records of all employees and these figures 
were applied in predicting the amount to be appropriated 
annually in order that the fund might be adequate to cover 
the pension obligations which would fall on it in later years. 

Our company was young. The average age of employees 
taken over from the Nebraska Bell Company was 33 years, 
while those who made up the balance of the LT&T organiza- 
tion could show but 26 years as their average age. It seemed 
at that time that the pension fund would grow in ample 
measure to provide for all contingencies. It is probably just 
as well that the true figures and mortality tables were not 
available. Had they been, the Board of Directors might not 
had the temerity to embark on such an ambitious program. 
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What with mechanical ailment and bottomless roads there was little 
to choose in the olden days between Old Dobbin and the Horseless 
Carriage. At left is M. T. Caster’s Buick touring car, wading mud on 
an inspection trip in April 1919. At right is “Duke,” last of Lincoln’s 
installation horses who was “retired’’ to Joe C. Miller’s acreage in 
about 1918. For years Duke was driven by Jack Varner on Lincoln 
installation and trouble work. 


The annual sleet storm visited the territory on January 
20-21, 1917, causing damage in excess of $50,000. 

Rate cases were still being handled on an individual 
exchange or community basis and President Woods 
appeared before the Railway Commission in January in 
support of the proposed rate advancement for the David 
City exchange. There he stated that the depreciation 
reserve was in critical shape and that it could be main- 
tained at its present level only by deferring needed plant 
repairs until prices of materials became lower. Mr. Woods 
also protested that employee wages had fallen below the 
level of surrounding industries and a serious problem had 
developed in retaining skilled and trained men in positions 
of responsibility. 

It was all too true. There seemed to be a general 
exodus of our promising young employees who were being 
enticed away from LT&T—one by one—by offers of better 
paying positions. Within a few weeks the traffic depart- 
ment lost three of its supervisory staff members: C. D. 
Perrin, T. C. Rice and C. L. Sluyter, whose places were 
filled by the advancement of R. O. Parks, R. S. Brewster 
and W. P. Kimball. Plant Engineer C. M. Anderson also 
resigned, to be succeeded by H. H. Wheeler, Jr. 

The war had been coming even closer, and now German 
submarines lurking in the Atlantic suddenly renewed their 
attacks on ships of the United States and other neutral] 
nations. It became clear to President Wilson that he had 
been duped by former protestations by the Kaiser that he 
would abide by the rules of international warfare. There 
was an exchange of stinging notes and on April 6, 1917, 
Congress approved the declaration of war against the 
German government. 

America was totally unprepared and untrained. Its fight- 
ing force was to be assembled by voluntary enlistment, and 
the company was quick to advise its male employees that 
those desiring to enlist should wait a few days until plans 
had been shaped for the formation of a signal unit com- 
posed of telephone employees. 

Shortly afterwards the signal unit was organized and the 
first wave of enlistments from the company exceeded the 
vacancies in the unit by a ratio of seven to one. 

The cost of living had taken a tremendous jump, with 
flour, sugar, meat and potatoes suddenly becoming scarce 
articles. The prices for these commodities soared almost 
beyond reach of the average wage earner. 

A new “White” truck made its appearance in the con- 
struction department in early June, and the trusty Ford 
roadster was beginning to become standard equipment for 
telephone managers throughout the territory. 


In October an automobile collision proved fatal to J. W. 
Ramey, popular telephone manager at York. 

Also during this month, Thomas and Henry Woods, twin 
sons of our president and founder, were among the first 
of the telephone family to reach France with the American 
Expeditionary Force. They were second lieutenants in the 
field artillery of the famous 26th, or “Yankee” division. 

The manpower shortage became more and more acute. 
It was almost impossible for employees to withstand the 
lure of higher wages paid all about us. At Plattsmouth we 
lost 11 operators to the Burlington shops where they could 
earn twice as much money. The big wages paid for corn 
huskers for a few weeks during the fall almost depopu- 
lated several construction gangs. Throughout America 
women were donning coveralls and taking the place of men 
at machines and in manual labor. The first of our “switch- 
women” made her appearance in the organization. She was 
Florence Dawson, a former service department clerk who 
soon learned to do a bang-up job of routine switchroom 
work and trouble finding. 

In December 1917 the circle of department heads, who 
had worked as a team for so many years, was broken 
through the death of Seth W. Eddy, who was stricken on 
his way to church on a Sunday morning. His position as 
secretary and assistant treasurer was filled through the 
appointment of A. L. Haecker. 

With the coming of 1918 the problems of 

() 0 the company multiplied. The war in Europe 

0 had not been going too well for the Allies 
ta \ | and the weight of America’s numbers could 
not yet be brought to bear. Patriotism prob- 

ably reached its greatest height in all American history. 

For some, being patriotic held an immediate reward. 
Many schools offered their senior high class an opportunity 
to receive their credits for the final weeks of the school 
season, sans examinations, if its members would accept 
employment during that period in essential industry. One 
of these groups, from Lincoln High, was assigned to a con- 
struction job, digging holes for a pole line near Tamora. 
On the blister-end of one of the long handled shovels was 
upperclassman Merle M. Hale, our present operating vice- 
president. It was his introduction into the telephone business. 

In July 1918 all wire communication lines were placed 
under the control of Postmaster General Burleson in a 
sweeping edict which the government said was necessary 
for national security and defense, and to broaden the use 
of the service. The companies were to continue to operate 
under the present set-up of management, subject to the 
control of the government. 

The system of voluntary enlistments was supplanted in 
favor of selective draft and the management found it 
necessary to plead for deferment of its key men, most of 
whom were yet young enough to be drafted. Mr. Woods 
and Mr. Hurtz made affidavit attesting that the following 
men were essential to the operation of the company: L. E. 
Hurtz, R. E. Mattison, W. L. Lemon, W. T. Thorgrimson, 
G. K. Gann, T. S. Risser, L. N. Corrington, J. Pugsley, 
F. E. Behm, I. O. Lansing, R. S. Brewster, W P. Kimball, 
R. E. Murphy, and L. P. Young. 

Also in July an increase in telephone rates was diverted 
in its entirety to raising the wages of all telephone employees 
who were then making less than $125 per month. This had 
the effect of bringing telephone wages into better relation 
with those of other fields. 

The great flu epidemic raged through the fall of the 
year. Fully half the company’s employees were stricken 
at one time or other during the fall months. All through 
the territory operators who were able worked long hours 
at the board to fill in for those who were unable to be 
on the job. 

During the summer Foch had stopped Ludendorff’s drive 
on Paris and began his counter attack. Great armies of 
fresh, well-trained American troops were thrown into the 
fray. The Germans gave ground, stubbornly at first, but 
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soon were in headlong flight back to the “impregnable” 
Hindenburg line. It was here they realized that their cause 
was hopeless, for the Hindenburg line scarcely broke the 
pace of the onrushing Allied armies. 


On November 8 came word that an armistice had been 
signed. People all over the nation dropped their work and 
rushed into the streets to form spontaneous parades. Not 
for several hours did they know that the news report was 
false, and immature. On November 11 the official news 
of the armistice was received in more sober mood. The 
telephone company service flag and a huge delegation of 
its employees formed an impressive part of the largest 
parade Lincoln has ever seen. 


The call load in the Lincoln switchroom hit its highest 
mark on the day of the false armistice, with the ammeter 
needle pushed against the overload peg for several hours. 


The government instituted a new ruling in adopting a 
service connection charge for telephone subscribers, and 
so justified its existence that it has never since been 
removed. 

Early in the year 1919 the postmaster 
general also announced that a new toll classi- 
fication would be in effect, the old rate be- 
ing applied only to station-to-station calls, 
with person-to-person calls being priced 

one-fourth higher. 

It was announced that one of America’s carefully guarded 
secrets of the Wrold War was the aero-radio telephone 
which had been invented by C. C. Culver, who was born 
in Seward County. It had been in use for nearly a year 
and had proved of utmost value in directing maneuvers 
of our aerial forces from ground observation stations. 


Multiplex telephony, the first carrier system, was an- 
nounced by the AT&T. By use of different frequencies, five 
separate conversations could be superimposed on a single 
physical toll circuit. 

On February 12, 1919, came the big snow, probably the 
grandpappy of all. Fourteen-foot drifts blocked the streets 
of Hastings, and country roads were impassable for many 
days to come. 

In April the costliest of sleet storms—until that time— 
laid low company plant from Harvard to Elmwood. More 
than 5,000 poles were felled. The plant department at the 
time was 193 men short of its normal working complement. 
Office workers donned spurs and safety belt to help in the 
restoration of service. Withal it required several weeks to 
bring the plant back into first-class condition. . 

Another general wage increase was announced in J une, 
coinciding with a small rate increase granted by the Rail- 
way Commission. It would be the last general increase in 
either rates or wages for many, Many years. 

A fact that is apparent in retrospect, though not re- 
vealed at any given time, is that LT&T, like many other 
telephone companies of the state, indulged its subscribers 
by furnishing them service at service rates that barely 
covered the cost. Every conceivable economy had to be 
practiced. Wages were necessarily low; the depreciation 
reserve dangerously so. We had yet to find that the amount 
being set aside for pension rights of employees was wholly 


inadequate. Seldom was there an appreciable surplus shown 
at the end of a year, even the years in which prosperity 
abounded in other industries. 
People call them the “Roaring ’Twen- 
( (q (n) (r\ ties.’ More appropriately these years are 
| MY ZAI remembered as a decade of decadence, 
| marked by few events of great im- 
: 7 portance. It was probably for the want of 
notable accomplishments or great leaders that the country 
became submerged in an era of shallow thinking. Heroes 
were made of sports figures, stunt flyers, flagpole sitters, 
marathon dancers; of flappers and sheiks. 
It is at the beginning of this strange and muddled period 
that our story takes up in its next installment. 


National Guardsmen of LT&T who joined the chase of Pancho Villa 
in the summer of 1916. Left to right: S. I. Fields, C. E. Stentz, Milton 
Barratt, A. W. Norman, Holman Valentine and Fred Hall. 


Demonstration of transcontinental telephony to Nebraska’s governor 
Morehead and other dicnitaries. Among those in background are 
LT&T men Thorgrimson, Mattison, Caman, Caster, Gann and Hurtz. 


Company service flag heads LT&T contingent in first Armistice Day 
parade, 1918. C. P. Russell holds the standard at right. In picture at 
right is part of the brigade formed by the ladies of the company. 


A construction crew and their two-horsepower rig, taken at Tobias in 
1914. On pole: Herb Atkins, Charlie Johnson and John Ford. Stand- 
ing, left to right: Ralph McConkey, L.O. McClintock, Roy Graham, 
foreman, Earl Woodsworth. On wagon: Jack Armstrong, Curly Clark 
and Charlie ‘‘Dad’’ Hamilton, owner of the team and wagon. 
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Board of Directors Meet at Fairbury 


Boarding the special bus at Lincoln, left to riqht: H. W. Spahnle, C. C. Donley, Houghton 
Furr, L. P. Young, M. C. Walker, W. F. Roberts, W. I. Aitken, I. J. Devoe, W. W. Putney, L. E. 
Hurtz, T. C. Woods, J. H. Agee, P. M. Aitken, M. M. Hale, F. H. Woods, Jr., H. W. Potter and 
G. E. Coddington. Director Henry C. Woods joined the group at Crete. 


The Board of Directors held its quarterly meeting at Fairbury on June 29, 
following a policy established in 1952 of holding meetings of the Board at various 
cities in the company’s territory. Last year the Board met at Nebraska City and 
the year before at Hastings. Thomas C. Woods, president, said the purpose of 
such trips was to enable the directors to visit exchanges operated by the com- 
pany and to become more thoroughly acquainted with its operating territory, 
personnel and plant facilities. 

The journey was made by bus, with brief visits enroute to the exchanges at 
Crete, Wilber, DeWitt, Plymouth, Hebron, Geneva, Fairmont, Exeter, Friend, 
Milford and other points. 

The noon meeting was held at Fairbury where the directors were hosts to 
members of the Fairbury City Council, Chamber of Commerce, Board of Public 
Works and other prominent citizens. The official board meeting closed the session. 

Included in the group who accompanied the directors on their bus trip were 
operating department heads and representatives. 


: : Ralph’s neat arm dressing was left un- 
Knowledge of First Aid touched as the lady was taken by am- 
Pays Dividends bulance to a hospital at Omaha. 


RALPH CULVER, general shop, as 
me, PROMOTIONS 


took his first course in First-Aid 
AND 


back in the mid ‘thirties. Shortly 
TRANSFERS 


thereafter he equipped his car with a 
first-aid kit and has carried it ever 
since. 

On June 11 Mr. Culver was at- 
tending the funeral of Charles Pil- 


fold at Ashland when one of the mem- Frances M. Gapen 


bers of the bereaved family caught her / Service Assistant 
; . Plattsmouth 
heel on the steps leading to the base- 
Commercial 


ment of the church and plunged head- mint 
long down the stairs. She suffered a Ne ee soap ON Sen ee 
; /xccounting, to coin collector .T.) in- 
severe concussion and broke both bones aan ae : ( nS 
of the left arm. Velora M. Novotny, typist, Central Plant, to 
Ralph applied first-aid, first seeing clerk, Lincoln. 


that the lady was restored to conscious. Lillian B. Schafer, operator, Lincoln Traffic, 

ness and made quiet and warm. He to FBX. operator, Lincoln, 

fashioned a splint for the broken arm, Plant 

using the materials from his kit. In a es P. aioe switchboardman, Nebraska 

. - a P. - >E C se “Te >]. - 

short while the doctor arrived and ee ee Central Pent, 
pole eee eee : cae John H. Loudenback, switchman to radio- 

made a careful check of the victim. He 


: : man, Central Plant. 
found there was nothing further he 


Ze Traffic 
injection to ease the shock and pain. sistant. Plattsmouth. 
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Guests From Afar 


MONG tthe visitors of the new 
+4 Lincoln 15 & M building in June 
were three members of the Automatic 
Electric Company of Italy, who are so- 
journing in Chicago, home city of the 
A. E. Company, and making short ex- 
cursions about the country to observe 
recent installations. It was the first trip 
to America for Mr. Zaganelli and Mr. 
Beltrami, but Mr. Migliasso had been 
here several times before and has ac- 
quired fluent control of the language. 
It is he who acts as spokesman for the 


group. 


C. C. Donley, chief engineer, acted as com- 
pany host to Clenente Migliasso, Vittorio 
Beltrami and Frederico Zaganelli during their 
abbreviated visit. Here they are inspecting 
the installation of toll dial impulse sending 
equipment at the 15th & M building. 


The Italians were much impressed 
by the telephone development of 
America; its standards of living; its 
vast distances and smooth-riding trains. 
They are completely captivated by 
American food, and haven't ordered an 
Italian dish since they touched our 
shores. C. C. Donley acted as host dur- 
ing their one-day stay in Lincoln. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Charles Pilfold, father of Marvin Pilfold, 
combinationman at Osceola, passed away 
June 8 at Shelby. Burial was at Ashland on 
June 11. 


Eggerss Burns Up Wahoo Golf Course 


f lezen a well equipped and 

hardy golfers presented themselves 
at the starter gate of the LT&T flight 
tournament and began the long, 18- 
hole trek toward the hoped-for cham- 
pionship. The tournament was held 
at the Wahoo Golf Course, where the 
telephone aggregation were guests of 
Walter Roberts and Ed Dorland. From 
the first tee the arcing drives of 
Chauncey Eggerss were true to the pin, 
and his magic putter was sinking shots 
from any point on the greens. His 18- 
hole total of 75 was all the more im- 
pressive for having been amassed on 
a 72 hole course so tough it has never 
been parred. 

Right behind Chauncey came Roy 
Mills with 78 and John McKinzie with 
79. Their scores would have been low 
enough to win on almost any other 
day. 


There were prizes in abundance. 
This is quite typical of tournaments 
initiated by Secretary Dewey Nelsen. 
Most any lay, good or bad, qualifies for 
some sort of award. Even the “hopeless 
foursome” collected their share. This 
quartette was composed of a one-time 
golfer, Cecil Donley; and three rank 
duffers, Buck Isaman, Carl Ahl- and 
Bob Ross. They apparently came up 
for the ride and to be among the boys. 
Climax of their brief efforts came when 
one of the balls came to rest in the 
fairway and its owner promptly car- 
ried it over to the rough, where he felt 
more at home. 

Everyone was happy and expressed 
the desire to come back to Wahoo 
for another tournament exactly like 
this one. They will be glad to know 
the invitation had been extended by 
<5 ——st the Wahoo authorities, 
and that another trip 
to the Saunders Coun- 
ty metropolis is in the 
hands of the planning 
committee. 


One of the foursomes, still 
fresh and hopeful at the 
Number Two green, in- 
cluded, from left: A. M. 
Newens, Larry Connea’y, 
Allen Overcash and Dewey 
Nelsen. The latter is per- 
ennial secretary and tour- 
ney monarch in company 
golfing activities. 


LT&T Enters TV-Supply Field 
LMOST lost in the routine of a 


+4 normal week’s operation at the 15th 
and M_ building was an event that 
marks a historic first for our company. 
On Saturday, June 26, we began chan- 
neling television programs through our 
microwave equipment; through the 
long stretch of new underground video 
cable, to the studios of KOLN-TV at 
40th and W Streets. 

On that morning engineers from 
the Long Lines department of AT&T 
arrived to make the final adjustment 
of the microwave collector. The huge 
dish that tops the tower on the 15th 
and M_ building was first aligned to 
the intermediate tower at Gretna. Later 
they visited the Gretna tower to make 


the final alignment. The adjustments 
were made by swinging the dishes into 
the position in which the maximum 
visual signal was received. 


Mr. and Mrs. Darrell Cottingham are the 
proud parents of a daughter, Lee Ann. born 
June 5. Darrell is employed at the 4” Of- 
fice, Lincoln. 

Mr. and Mrs. T. E. Longdon announce 
the birth of a daughter on June 6. They have 
named her Lori Joann. Mr. Longdon_ is 
manager at Fairbury. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Findley are the proud 
parents of a daughter, Gayle Karen, born 
June 8. John is employed in the Wire Chief's 
department. 
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Master's Degree to 
W. C. Stewart Jr. 


[Oe in August 1937 the News took 

note of the outstanding record of 
16-year-old Walter C. Stewart, Jr., who 
in two short years had collected many 
prized Scouting 
honors. Today we 
are happy to report 
further honors 
which have come 
to Walter in his 
chosen vocation. 
Now a major in the 
U.S. Marine Air 
Force, Walter this 
month received his 
Master's Degree in 
Aeronautical Engineering at Princeton 
University. 

Walter has been in service since 1943 
and was selected to take the advanced 
training course which culminated in his 
receiving his Bachelors Degree in 
Aeronautical Engineering at Annapolis 
Branch, Monterey, California; and in 
the extended course at Princeton. The 
Stewarts—Mr. and Mrs. and Walter 
the third—now reside in Tallahassee. 

Major Stewart is the son of Walter 
C. Stewart, equipment foreman of the 
Lincoln plant department. 


Walter Stewart, Jr. 


Jolene Erickson, Hastings Traffic, and 
Leo Gauthier were united in marriage in St. 
Cecilia’s Church at Hastings on June 1. 

The Presbyterian Church of Nelson was 
the scene of the wedding of Betty Jo Peery, 
cashier at Superior, and Virgil Schlief on 
June 10. 

Shirley Stock, Auburn commercial de- 
partment, and John Nincehelser were mar- 
ried June 12 at the Christian Church par- 
sonage. The couple will live in Cortland. 

Virginia Harding, York Commercial, be- 
came the bride of Robert Petersen in a twi- 
light ceremony at the Methodist Church in 
Polk on June 20. 

Dorothy Kramer, Wire Chief's depart: 
ment, Lincoln, and Al Schirmer were mar- 
ried June 27 at the Lutheran Church in 
Milford. 

Bobbie Weiler, General Traffic, and Eddie 
McQuaid, Jr. were united in marriage July 3 
at St. Teresa’s Church in Lincoln. The 
couple will reside in Chicago. 
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OUR COVER 

S a sequel to our May 1954 cover, 
+4 which pictured a Nebraska farmer 
setting out toward his fields in the 
first bloom of spring, our cover for this 
month depicts the beginning of the 
wheat harvest, and a bountiful harvest 
it is! Elmer Block, whose farm is bi- 
sected by Highway 77, west of Roca, 
is reaping the first swath in one of his 
fields with a giant combine. He is al- 
ready assured that the fertile soil has 
again returned an abundance of golden 
grain. The Blocks’ modern farm home 
appears in a fairyland setting on the 
horizon. 


The telephone man is Arthur C. 


King, veteran toll trouble hunter of 
Lincoln. Art is one of our finest am- 
bassadors to the farming fraternity. He 
is almost as much a part of the rural 
landscape as the toll lines that radiate 
from the capital city. His wide and 
intimate acquaintanceship among land- 
owners is especially valuable in obtain- 
ing permits to keep the telephone 
right-of-way free of foliage growths. 
Mr. King belongs to the diminishing 
ranks of company servicemen of 


World War I. 


Vacation Pictures Wanted 
HE NEWS is making its annual call 


for employee vacation pictures, 
which will be featured, as usual, in the 
October issue. We stand in need of 
the negatives of clear, sharp, vacation 
scenes. Most important is that the 
employee or member of his family 
should be in the picture. The summer 
journeys and activities of retired em- 
ployees are also sought for the picture 
layout. We are always interested in the 
doings of those who are no longer 
actively employed. Address the nega- 
tive to the Editor of the News, and 
don’t forget to enclose a description of 
the scene and the identification of the 
people in it. 
The negative will be returned to you 
—plus a five by seven inch enlargement 
with the compliments of the News. 


School Bells for Lawson 
| . L. LAWSON, general commercial 


superintendent, has been back in 
school during the past few weeks, hav- 
ing enrolled as a student in a special 
summer session at the School of Busi- 
ness Administration of the University 
of Michigan. The university offers the 
four-week course covering the broader 
problems of management functions, ac- 
counting, business conditions, enter- 
prise economics, financial administra- 
tion, human relations in management 
and public utility regulation. The cur- 
riculum extends through a heavy sched- 
ule of study, discussion and association 
in classes held six days a week from 
June 20 to July 16. A distinctive fea- 
ture of the program is that only mature, 
experienced public utility men are eli- 
gible for enrollment. 
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Words That Should Be Set 


to Music 


NE of the finest editorial comments 

of the year appeared in the Fair- 
bury Daily News on June 29, the day 
of the visit of the LT&T Board of Di- 
rectors to that city. Under the head- 
line “Telephone Guests Welcome,” 
Editor Virgil L. Hill has this to say: 


‘Fairbury was pleased today to have 
as its guests the directors of The Lin- 
coln Telephone and Telegraph Com- 
pany, meeting here for a session which 
included get-acquainted talks with a 
number of Fairbury people in addition 
to taking care of official business of the 
concern. 


“For half a century, the company 
has served the needs of an ever ex- 
panding area, with new techniques, 
new equipment and better service a 
goal constantly before the management 
a goal which will always be beckon- 
ing the organization, even as signi: 
ficant progress is charted year after 
year. 


“The holding of the directors’ meet- 
ing here was not imperative; it could 
have been elsewhere but the friendly 
nature of the company is such that it 
is a policy to rotate the sessions and 
thus give recognition to home com- 


munities. 


“In connection with the meeting it 
is of interest to note that the basic pur- 
pose of the telephone company, to 
serve those who wish to converse with 
each other, is supplemented in grow- 
ing fashion by subsidiary services such 
as the Associated Press wires which 
come into the Daily News office for 
the benefit of our subscribers. This is 
only one of the features now in the 
competent hands of the phone people. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association to primary members 


during the month of June: 


Primary Members: J. A. Schellenberg, 
Lincoln Construction, $10.00; F. J. Betten- 
hausen, Treasurer’s Office, $3.00; Jacob 
Schneider, General Plant, $20.00; E. A. Drake, 
Lincoln Service, $59.70; Roberta Rade- 
macker, Auburn Traffic, $61.50; G. O. Seaton, 
Lincoln Pensioner, $17.50; T. G. Goldenstein, 
Lincoln Engineering, $28.50; W. A. Rosenthal, 
Lincoln Supply, $17.00; Mary Bartyzelle, Neb- 
raska City Traffic, $10.00; William Templin, 
Lineoln Service, $5.00; George Brock, Crete 
Non-functional, $10.00. 


Promotions Come to 
Novak and Fischer 


N a change of managerial assign- 
ments in the eastern district, as 
announced by P. H. Henson, district 
manager, Chares J. Novak moves from 
his post as exchange manager at Mil- 
ford to similar duties at the Ashland 
exchange. His former position at Mil- 
ford is being filled through the appoint- 
ment of Richard H. Fischer, combina- 
tionman at Lincoln. The changes be- 
came effective June 22. 


Charles J. Novak Richard H. Fischer 

Mr. Novak had eight years experi- 
ence with the Citizens Telephone Com- 
pany at Malmo and service with the 
Army Signal Corps during World War 
II prior to his joining the ranks of 
LT&T in 1945. Since that time he 
worked as combinationman at Wahoo 
until his selection as Milford exchange 
manager in August 1953. 

At Ashland, Mr. Novak will succeed 
John Potter, who has been off duty for 
several months because of illness. While 
showing improvement in health, Mr. 
Potter is unable at this time to resume 
his former activities. 

Mr. Fischer came to the company as 
warehouseman in the supply depart- 
ment in 1947 and joined the outside 
forces of Lincoln Plant as combination- 
man the following year. Dick has 
served in that capacity until his present 
promotion. The Novaks and Fischers 
will take permanent residence in their 
respective new locations as soon as hous- 
ing facilities are available. 


Mark your calendar for the 


Employees Picnic 


Saturday, August 7 


Lincoln 


Capitol Beach 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


Hebron. 


Forty-Two Years 
R. M. Green, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Nine Years 
Mae E. Meduna, Wahoo: H. G. Taedter, 


Thirty-Five Years 
Belva Butler, Unadilla. 


Thirty-Four Years 
E. L. Dorland, Wahoo. 


Belva Butler : G. E. Miller 
Unadilla Thing T hater Years Lincoln 
35 Years T. C. Woods, Lincoln. 25 Years 


Thirty-Two Years 
G. A. Foster, Lincoln; Mary Meister, 
Tecumseh. 
Thirty-One Years 


Carl Ahl, Lincoln; M. L. Hodge, Beatrice; 
Gladys I. Walker, Seward. 


Twenty-Eight Years 
C. A. Eggerss, W. T. Haas, Lincoln; Hed- 
wig E. Elmshaeuser, Beatrice. 
Twenty-Seven Years 


Margaret A. Francis, Ella M. Hansen, 


Lincoln. 
Twenty-Six Years 
P. J. Caldwell, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Five Years 


G. E. Miller, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Four Years 
H. W. Armagost, David City. 


Twenty-Three Years 
A. M. Newens, Nebraska City; R. O. 


Sherman, Lincoln. 


Twenty Years 


V. H. Baum, Lincoln; G. L. Caley, Fair- 
bury. 
Nineteen Years 


Mary Beaty, Wahoo; T. B. Hedges, 
Hastings. 
Fifteen Years 
Lura E. Blackman, Ashland. 


Fourteen Years 


Virginia M. Coon, Beatrice. 
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Thirteen Years 
L. G. Hansen, Lincoln; Eleanore L. Lane, 
Weeping Water. 
Twelve Years 


E. M. Barney, P. G. Radebaugh, Lincoln; 


Vilma Dolista, Bruno; W. B. Imler, Superior. 


Eleven Years 
Violet I. R. Peterson, Nebraska City: 
C. A. Salisbury, York. 


Nine Years 
Anna M. Bott, Hastings; R. L. Johnson, 
Cook. 
Eight Years 
Ferne Bade, Nemaha: K. H. Hultquist, 


York; Virginia M. Stiles, Lincoln. 


Seven Years 
Elizabeth E. Benda, Wymore; Aletha M. 
Bennett, Hastings: F. J. Fisher, D. C. Gil- 
more. Beatrice: R. H. Hansen, E. J. Hoag- 
lin, O. G. Hoffman, Betty J. Nelson, D. E. 
Nelson, Lincoln; Marcella J. O'Bryan, Beat- 
rice. 
Six Years 
Mary J. Arthur, Esther M. Baker, Irene 
Stolz, Lincoln; Velma L. Bock, Geneva: Hen- 
rietta A. Goracke, Tecumseh; Donna E. Lar- 
sen, Hastings; Leona M. Yarmon, Wahoo. 


Five Years 
Bernice M. Bishop, F. W. Norton, Mary 
M. Pohlenz, Marlene C. Thompson, W. S&S. 
Wolfe, Lincoln; Larene P. Busler, P. J. Ratz- 
laff, York: Mary L. Gude, C. C. Jennings, 
Nebraska City; Betty J. Hermann, Weeping 
Water; Juanita G. Waring, Fairbury. 


G. L. Caley V. H. Baum Lura E. Blackman 
Fairbury Lincoln Ashland 
20 Years 20 Years 15 Years 
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Marjorie Whiting Honored at Commercial Party 


lists Lincoln commercial forces, both 

local and _ general, banded  to- 
gether in the staging of their annual 
outing at Capitol Beach on the eve- 
ning of June 10. The reason for the 
gathering of the clan on that day was 
to pay tribute to Marjorie Whiting on 
the eve of her retirement. 

The traditional fried chicken din- 
ner drew plaudits for the committee 
in charge of hard work. We'll post 
their names for future reference in 
case someone wants to be assured of 
an eminently successful outing some- 
time in the future. The Committee: 
Mary Pohlenz, Joyce Brown, LaVonne 
Joosten, Thelma Mahlman, Ron Ahl, 


Jack Caldwell and Ruth White. 

The spirit of the party fun was 
dampened by the knowledge that Mar- 
jorie would no longer be at her post 
before the business office PBX board, 
over which she has presided for so 
many years. As a going-away present 
the group united in providing her 
with a Lady Elgin wrist watch, the 
presentation being made by A. B. 
Waters, district commercial manager. 

Mrs. Whiting’s service extends far 
back through the years. She learned 
the trade at the Gresham switchboard, 
beginning in September 1915. She 
worked at York for a short time in 
1916 and was named chief operator at 


Superior in February 1917. In July 
1918 she returned to York as chief and 
later was transferred to the York Com- 
mercial as clerk. She resigned in June 
1921. 

In October 1934 Marjorie came to 
the Lincoln business office as clerk. 
Four years later she became PBX oper- 
ator, instituting a brand of service so 
pleasant, personal and efficient that 
she has sometimes been accused of 
spoiling the telephone users of the de- 
partment, 


Mrs. Whiting, at extreme left, almost lost her 
poise from surprise as she opened her present 
from the “aang.’’ Girls from the local and 
general commercial offices form the gallery. 


J. C. Shellenbarger (Re-emp.)..Groundman, Exch. Plattsmouth........6-14 


| Fo ae 9s) | rr ne Groundman, Const. Lincoln.................. 6- 9 
TRAFFIC 

Alice J. Anderson. ...........0.000000..... Operator .c.cccccccosscsese VOrt..2.ccacae 6- 1 
Sally A. Beattie .0......0000. Operator  ..u............. fy ene ee: 5-24 
Carolyn E. Becker ...........00..000...... Operator _..................- Lancolric. 5.02) 6-14 
Carel Jo; Crawtor inci wsvacemcicancass Operator _ ..................- Geneva........... .....--6°14 
Shirley M. Duffek ....00000000000000000... Operator _ ...........:0--..-- Ashland................ 6-15 
Wilma J. Dumpertt .........000000.202202-.. Operator _ .........-.....---- York ...... daddcessite 9-24 
A cordial welcome is extended to the following people Colleen M. Fitzekam ........0000.02..... Operator  ..........-.:-0000 INGE CUNY sxicccacest 6-22 
who have recently joined LT&T. Let’s help them get oe : Adee ee peat ed cevscenneenneeenes eee csoeeeeseen see 

adi ; aly Er. OOPS cc cacti, perator _................... Lincoln..............-+- - 
acquainted and feel at home im their new work, Shirley L. Freeman .................. Operator ete anes peeenoes epee - pe 

Dorothy M. Gertsch ..........0.00000.... OPETALOL § .2---2.--202s.5.0. BIICOET sso Gcnsvend _ 
RECOUNTING Date Belva J. Gregg (Re-emp.) ....... Operator _................--- Hastings cect ese! 6-16 
Namie Position Exch. Employed Jacqueline L. Hansen. ................ Operator © ..deneriennsc Lincoln.................. 6-14 
Bernice R. Howland .................... Machine Operator 7" 6- 7 Dolores A. Harms .........02.---- Operator .....----------. TAB BOM He ae 
Rose M. Hruza ........... eee nenes Machine Operator ................ ce 6 7 Betty Haynes 0... OP ERAVOR  ssetiee ee Spa na ree ee 
Janet K. Jenkins _.................. Machine Operator 6-14 Laverne M. Hereth (Re-emp.)..... Operator  ......--.---------- SR eer: - 
Allan L. Overcash 22 Accountant’s Asst... g.94 Ruth As Herman ccccsicccecccsciece Operator 2. Weeping Wtr....5-24 
Waren EK. RAG -cesessoseccmccohece, Clerk Bag = Sylvia F. Heusman. ...............00.:- OPeratOKr sr casiastceroe. Lincoln..................5-24 
W. H. Thompson | Prtg. Machine Opr...................... g- 7 Nadine D. Jones occ Operator ......--.------. David City...........5-24 
Viga Upitis ....... Nae A Machine Operator Spt oth toad 6-7 Colleen K. Kendrick ................ Operator .......--.-------- Nebr. City........... 6-22 
Marlene As Waite ccccgasccvces Machine Operator ................ 6-10 Lorraine W. Kulhanek ............... ODELGUGE » cteseereostieerte REBUY cect Spier 
Crystal A. Langer 0.0... ODETStOR ncckaisess. Superior..............- 0-24 
COMMERCIAL Mary P. Loetterle (Re-emp,)..Operator  ..........--.----. Fairbury.............. 6-16 
Ruth B. Carlson Clerk Lincoln 5-27 C. Joan Marshall (Re-emp.) ....Operator ...........-.-.-. LAR COI 5 oon aieee 6- 7 
Joan R. Hakanson .....Clerk _...... Hastings _ 5-28 Frances L. McCord (Re-emp.) Operator ......-...-.-. ASHIANGS.jinsscciecs>s 6-13 
Claudette Helm (Re-emp.) ....... Clerk (P. TT.) = Lincoln He PPANCES. Diy. INCL ccsscinvicetrcennccceoe Operator ............-.-. Auburn anesooePine 5-24 
Janice L. Owens © —. Cashier ‘Wahoo 6- 7 Veda J. ParSOns ....0.............:eeeeceeeeee OPErator. scnnicnininy Superior svi 0724 
Sheila Uerling (Re-emp.) Clerk Hastings 6-7 Colleen L. Points... ODETALOR serscerrstrsinie DAN COIN. ssn oe. 
Barbara L. Portrey (Re-emp.) Operator .............-.... Beatrice................5-24 
ENGINEERING Sally J. Rhea ........ ee eee Operator  ..:.2....1000. CP CU Es. ciscsicveetsxaive 6- 8 
Beryl. Bi Gig sicdechviceckicaus. Saereay ye ilk es chek 6- 1 Julie A. RODSOMN 2.0.0... ececececeeeoes: Operator  ......---.-- |e oto) bs Maeaemeermeneeee 
Jerry A. Isaman Sits HOOT OLAEN >. xisticncesninitictciwnice 6-17 Brenda K. Rockwell (Re-emp.) Operator (P. T.) ..Wahoo..................6- 7 
Mary E. Watson Secretary 6-23 Bonnie M. Rowe .......................0006 ODETAIOF 3.0.22: Lincoln.................5-24 
Irene H. Schidler (Re-emp.) ..Operator ................., BrGatrice ..c..iscs0ie-: 6- 7 
PLANT Sheila M. Siren (Re-emp.) ...... Operator ................. Lincoln ssetbeotie 6- 7 
Donald Clark Groundman, Exch. Auburn 6- 1 Laura M. Skinner ____............... Operator .............. David City..........6-14 
W. L. Drake (Re-emp.) Groundman, Exch. Tecumseh 5-25 Beverly J. Smith ...............00..----- Operator ................. cs MOTK vocccncssscones 6-14 
Burdette L. Jones (Re-emp.}) .Groundman, Exch. Osceola 6-21 Eva J, Stauning (Re-emp.) ...... OVMETALOr: sonics Lincoln _.............6- 9 
C. B. Kadavy ....Groundman, Exch. Wahoo 5-26 Mary M. Stoehr Operator > ccccdcsessass, Lincoln. ..........6-14 
R. K. Krhounek (Re-emp.) Shopman Lincoln 6- 7 M. Colleen Turner (Re- “emp.) .JOPerator «....--.-.-cccia- Lincoln 6- 7 
R. L. Rauch (Re-emp.) Shopman Lincoln 6- 7 Sarah L. Underwood .................... OPSPAtOR sa isiescsiccs RETO ice ihe 6-14 
K. A. Rohr (Re-emp.) Groundman, Exch. Hebron 5-24 Corrine D. Vorce ..........................O0perator...... ....... Lincoln... oo... 6-21 
R. &. Ryan _Groundman, Exch. Tecumseh 6-14 Wanda P. Wilton ..........00. Operator  ..............000: Superior............... 5-24 
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‘gf Casitern District 


Betty Miles, 
Associete Editor 


David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


Margaret Cornell reported to work the 
other morning with a “ring on that certain 
finger.” Congratulations, Margaret! 
There will be some changes made soon as 
far as Camilla Selzer and the Kenneth Fer- 
gusons are concerned. Camilla is leavinz 
her apartment and moving into a house, 
while the Fergusons recently purchased a 
home of their own. . Irene Swan cele- 
brated her thirty years of service in May. 
Paul H. Henson presented her with the 
service pin while the rest of the old timers 
looked on. In the evening the operators 
gave her a fried chicken dinner at the 
Legion club rooms. . Peg Murphy, Mar- 
garet Cornell and Disviene Rech spent their 
vacations at home with side trips here and 
there. .. . Donna Rumery has been on the 
sick list for several weeks. . Harvey Arm- 
agost and family are sgendide their vaca- 
tion with relatives in California. . Lineah 
Johnson underwent surgery and is -eeparted 
to be coming along fine. 


Nebraska City Area 
Carol L. Broers, Lorraine Steckley and 
Norma Jean Dettmer, Correspondents 

We are glad to welcome Erman Wheat- 
craft and his family to Nebraska City. Mr. 
Wheatcraft will be an Installer-Repairman, 
COE, replacing Max Jenkins. ... J. W. 
Cruickshank is conducting an eight-weeks’ 
course in Human Relations in Management. 
Those attending are the wire chiefs, chief 
operators and managers from the following 
exchanges: Nebraska City, Syracuse, Platts- 
mouth and Weeping Water. . . . Wacations 
are really getting in full swing. Mary Lou 
Gude went to Austin, Texas, to visit her 
sister who is a former operator. Marjorie 
Drennan is going to Waukesha, Wisconsin, 
and plans to make her home there. We 
hate to see you leave, Marj! . Dorothy 
Everett plans to spend a few days of her 
vacation in Denver. Mrs. Dorothy 
Clarke has returned from her vaca- 
tion which she spent at home, house 
cleaning. . . . Eunice Riggs visited in Scotts- 
bluff and Torrington, Wyoming. . . . Mary 
lee Scroggins was bridesmaid for a girl 
friend on June 9th... . Hazel West, Una- 
dilla, proudly displayd a beautiful orchid 
sent to her from Hawaii. .. . Sophia Win- 
dels enjoyed a week of her vacation. She 
spent a day in Omaha and the rest of the 


time worked around her home... . Elmer 
Neujahr and family spent a short vacation 
in Minnesota. ... Mr. and Mrs. Charles 


Kermoade of Western dropped in for a 
visit. Charles was a plant employee at Syra- 
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PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


SHAININIUUINUNNNUAUN 


The News camera looked in on a class in Human Relations, being conducted for super- 
visory personnel of the Plattsmouth and Nebraska City areas. Clockwise around the confer- 


ence table are: Sophia Windels, Syracuse; 


Lillian Bader, Nebraska City; Hilda Johanns, 


Plattsmouth; Eleanore Lane, Weeping Water; A. M. Newens, Nebraska City; J. W. Cruickshank, 
Lincoln; P. H. Henson, Lincoln; R. C. Humiston, Plattsmouth; E. W. Neujahr, Syracuse; E. A. 
Ernst, Plattsmouth; D. G. Rutledge, Weeping Water; and I. D. Livingston, Nebraska City. 


The eight-week course is being conducted at Nebraska City by James Cruickshank, district 
clerk, and a recent “‘graduate”’ of one of the classes tutored by Walter F. Roberts, personnel 
director at Lincoln. Present plans call for similar instruction groups to be assembled through- 
out the territory as soon as vacation schedules will permit. 


cuse several years ago. . .. Mr. Neujahr 
and Miss Windels are attending weekly 
meetings at Nebraska City. Chester 
Byard and his wife took one week of his 
vacation. They visited relatives in Kansas, 
Oklahoma and Colorado. Chet reports it 
was hot, dusty and windy all the way... . 
Elsie France spent her vacation at home. 


Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 


Alice Sharpnack spent her _ vacation 
visiting friends and relaxing. She also at- 
tended her son Jerry’s graduation from 
the university. . . . Pauline Reckard is en- 
joying a house guest, Miss Maxine Vibber 
of Denver, and well it might be a happy 
occasion as it is her first visit with her 
future daughter-in-law. Helen Ofe and 
family attended a Golden Wedding party in 
Iowa. . . Rose Janda is spending her vaca- 
tion in the mountains in Colorado. How 
we do envy you, gal, in all this hot weather. 

. Francis Gapen is back to work after a 
delightful honeymoon in the Dakotas. 

Tip Johanns attended the funeral of her 
husband’s brother in Nebraska City this 
week. ... Grace Heigl is back after an ex- 
tended vacation. She enjoyed two weeks 
with her family and accomplished two 
major deeds——driving a car and _ roller 
skating. On the day she was to return to 
work she accomplished a third—MUMPS, 
and they tell us she really did a good job of 
that, too. We are happy to have her back 
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and feeling chipper. . .. Ben Anderson is in 
Colorado on his vacation with his family. 

Claud Clary and Ervin Mather are 
back to work from their vacations, but 
where they went or what they did has been 
kept a secret... . Alice Noell is recuperat- 
ing from an appendicitis operation. She is 
an operator in the Weeping Water ex- 
change. .. . Lloyd Lane is back on the job 
after having the misfortune of falling and 
breaking some ribs. 


Wahoo Area 
Leona Larsen, Correspondent 


Gladys Hula vacationed at home for two 
weeks. She spent her time doing odd jobs 
around the farm and has a beautiful tan to 
show she is the outdoor type. . .. Louie 
Cink was also a recent vacationer who spent 
his time at home taking life easy. He seems 
real happy to be back. How about it Louie? 

Francis Nichelson is on his vacation 
doing repair and remodeling work on his 
home. ... Fire drills are a new practice 
in the traffic department. Really are quite 
a laugh, but anyway you have to give us 
credit for trying. Some day we hope to 
be real good. . . . Janice Owens has taken 
over the commercial duties of Alice Cou- 
fal who is resigning to take up household 
duties and being a full-time mother to her 
son. . .. It won’t be long now until Ed 
Piper, wire chief, will be a full-time resident 
of our fair city. His new house is very 
near completion. 


Eagle Scout Awards in the Telephone Family 


= 


Wayne Flowerday 


Gary Nelson 


| Father's Day Courts of Honor, held 
June 20 at York and Hastings, Gary 
Nelson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Sterling 
Nelson; and Wayne Flowerday, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Ed Flowerday, were 
elevated to the rank of Eagle Scout. 
The proud fathers are area managers 
at York and Hastings, respectively. 
Gary is 16 years old and a junior in 
high school. He has been active in 
Boy Scout work for seven years, 51/4 


of which were at Auburn. He has 
earned 25 merit badges and is a mem- 
ber of the Order of the Arrow. Gary 
attended Camp Cedars for three years, 
the National Jamboree in California in 
1953 and Philmont from June 26 to July 
11 of this year. 

Wayne, 18 years of age, has just 
completed high school and is currently 
working for the Great Lakes Pipe Line 
Company near Doniphan. His plans 
call for enrollment at Hastings College 
this fall and at Nebraska University two 
years hence for completion of his stud- 
ies. He attended Philmont two years 
ago and has amassed a total of 22 merit 
badges during his scouting career. 

The News offers congratulations to 
these fine young men in the attainment 
of this rare Scout honor—and to their 
equally fine fathers, Sterling and Ed, 
whose help and encouragement were 
prime ingredients to the scouting suc- 
cess of their sons. 


Paula Otte, 
Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 


Shirley Nincehelser and Dorothy Bigégerstaff, 
Correspondents 


The Auburn area has been hit by various 
wind storms and thunder showers, which of 
course means more work for LT&T em- 
ployees, particularly the plant department. 
When work is done plenty of other things 
occupy their time. For instance, Marilyn 
Coad, Roberta Rademacher, Della Gerdes, 
Wilma Bell, Doris Peterson, and Helen 
Dettmer have a lot of fun playing softball 
on the girls’ team. They won the first game 
of the season when they downed Elk Creek 
16-12... . Janie Gerdes spent her vacation 
visiting relatives near Rockport, Missouri, 
and visiting her brother in Omaha. While 
in Omaha she enjoyed going to Merritt 
Beach and attending several ball games.... 
Helen Dettmer started her vacation June 18 
and went to Colorado for the first week. 
No definite plans were made for the second 
week. . .. A feature attraction at Peony 
Park recently was the Harry James Orches- 
tra. Roberta Rademacher and Della Gerdes 
were lucky enough to attend the dance. 

Beatrice Area 
Dorothy Hubka, Correspondent 

Marcella O’Bryan sailed for Europe June 
30 on a two-month tour. A picnic supper 
was held at Chautauqua Park in Marcella’s 
honor on the evening of June 10. Each 
person attending brought a covered dish. 
A good time, and plenty of food, was had 


by all. The entire traffic department ex- 
tends best wishes to Marcella for a pleasant 
journey. Phyllis Morgan is spending 
her vacation quietly at home... . Evelyn 
Menke and Dorothy Mapes enjoyed a few 
days in the Black Hills. 


Crete Area 
Helen Cudly and Darlene Acord, Correspondents 


Vacationing at this time is our regular 
correspondent, Loretta MclIlnay. Fern Ja- 
cobs and Darlene Acord returned from their 
vacation. They visited friends in Wood 
River, Illinois and What Cheer, Iowa. Mr. 
and Mrs. Lumir Vosika and Roger, of Wil- 
ber, spent their vacation fishing at Johnson 
Lake near Lexington. Mr. and Mrs. 
Clark and Roger, of Wilber, enjoyed part 
of their vacation visiting relatives in 
Omaha and Humboldt. Recent brief vis- 
itors at the Friend office were Mr. and 
Mrs. John Endicott and daughter LeAnn 
from California. Mrs. Endicott is the 
daughter of Chris Haberman, former man- 
ager of Friend. Two of our Crete traffic 
girls have that very special look on their 
faces, both having received diamond rings. 


Fairbury Area 
Velda Wagner, Correspondent 


Vacations galore here!! Helen DeBord 
spent her vacation visiting in Hastings and 
the remainder of her time at home. Bertha 
Cerveny accompanied her brother back to 
Oregon. Norma Cuthbert and husband and 
another couple spent two weeks in Cali- 
fornia. Wonder what kind of fish stories 
we'll hear when they get back?? Ricka 
Schenk vacationed at home visiting her son 
and daughter-in-law and children who were 
here from California. Anna Sakryt, chief 
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operator-cashier at Tobias, is spending her 
vacation at home. Vera Nolte, chief oper- 
ator at Daykin, is going to Rochester, Min- 
nesota, for two weeks. She is going through 
the Clinic and we wish her the best of luck. 
Mandane Reid, commercial department, 
spent her vacation in Goodland, Kansas, and 
at home. Floyd Nave, plant department, is 
remodeling his home while on vacation... . 
J. C. Gear, wire chief, had as visitors in his 
home his son and wife and children from 
Oregon. Charles Kermoade, manager of the 
Western exchange, is a victim of the mumps. 
Jack Caley, plant department, is recovering 
following a knee operation. Best wishes to 
both of you for a speedy recovery! Mathilda 
Alpers was one of the lucky people who 
won a prize at the Barber Furniture open- 
ing. She received a nice table lamp... . Pat 
LeRossignol is back with us in the traffic 
department after having moved away to 
ettend school. She has since changed her 
last name to Loetterle. Best wishes. Pat! 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Goracke, Correspondent 


Waldo Harrington’s vacation ended with 
more excitement than he cared for. He 
was on the Rock Island Rocket train, re- 
turning home from visiting his parents in 
Kanorado, Kansas, when it wrecked near 
Hallam. Luckily, neither Waldo nor his 
family were hurt but his brand new straw 
hat was ruined! Waldo had also visited his 
sister at Newcastle, Colorado, and he thinks 
mountain travel is a lot safer. Bonnie Bick- 
nell had better luck traveling by train. She 
had a safe trip to Portland, Oregon, for a 
visit with an uncle who later brought her 
back home, accompanied by a lot of new 
clothes. At-home vacationers included 
Norma Lee Hahn and Virginia Lempka. .. . 
The bowling team of which Henri Goracke 
and Shirley Hagelback are members had 
their annual steak dinner in Omaha. Henri 
was driving and promptly got them all lost 
in North Omaha, but they managed to find 
the way home again. Henri spent some 
time in Wichita, Kansas, visiting that Spe- 
cial Guy and she helped her suntan along 
by riding around in his convertible. 
Harold Drake’s boy, Morris, is home on 
leave after serving his time with the Army 
in Korea... .. Tyler Ryan and Bill Eckles 
had a little black cloud following them the 
night they went to a ball game in Pawnee 
City. Just as they got back to town the 
cloud developed into a downpour which 
caused a lot of telephone trouble which 
kept them out later than they had expected. 
_.. A showing of the company’s 50th An- 
niversary motion picture was held in Te- 
cumseh June 10. Besides the Tecumseh 
employees, there were Goldie Busenbarrick 
(retired), and from Pawnee City Mr. and 
Mrs. George Eggleston, Avis Collar, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Bruning attending. 
After the movie refreshments were served 
by Tyler Ryan and the two Gorackes, Henri 
and Mary. (There’s confusion in the Com- 
mercial Department now with both girls 
having the same name.) ... Some of the 
guys had a stag party for Dick McCall who 
is transferring to the Lincoln Switchroom 


after his vacation. They even did a little 
fishing. . . . Bill Eckles was best man for 
his brother John who was married June 27 
in Greeley, Colorado; and Mary Goracke 
was matron of honor for her sister Barbara 
whose wedding was in Columbus on June 28. 
Both seem to have managed without com- 
mitting any serious faux pas. 


Take a Cane—Any Cane 


Jerry Frey, John F. Frey and Walter F. 
Roberts contemplate the proper cane for the 
Lincoln to San Francisco walkathon. 


HE CAME walking through our ter- 

ritory in June on a transcontinental 
trek. On his back was a sign, “Please 
—No Lift. Walking N. Y. to Frisco.” 

His name is John F. Frey, a native 
of Switzerland. He tarried a few days 
in Lincoln to visit his uncle, Jerry 
Frey. He began his long walk with a 
furled umbrella which doubled as a 
cane. It turned inside out during an 
Towa rainstorm and was much the 
worse for use and wear when he ar- 
rived at Lincoln. 

Walter F. Roberts, personnel d1- 
rector, has a collection of unique and 
valuable walking sticks. He offered 
to supply Mr. Frey with a cane of 
his choosing to finish the rest of his 
long journey. Mr. Frey selected a 
sturdy aspen cane which he intends to 
return to its former owner after his 
arrival in Frisco. He also presented 
Mr. Roberts with the remnant of the 
umbrella he had carried during the 
first half of his trip. 

Another telephone man to greet Mr. 
Frey on his arrival in Lincoln was 
James Howland, Lincoln service. The 
two men worked together as railroad 
employees more than a score of years 
ago during the period of Mr. Frey's 
former residence in this country. 


AWesterm District 


Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
Velma Bock, Correspondent 

W. R. Minich spent two weeks of his 
vacation at home. His son, William, Jr., is 
home on leave from the Air Force. ... Nata 
Hershey also spent her vacation at home. 
The girls at the office had a fried 
chicken supper June 24 in honor of Shirley 
Crawford who is resigning. The girls also 
gave Mrs. Crawford a gift... . Treats were 
in store for the girls on the occasion of Ejita 

Griffin’s birthday. 


Hastings Area 
Luetta Bacon, Correspondent 

Vacation time is really here. lLauretta 
Baker and husband flew to Los Angeles 
and, from all reports, had a wonderful time. 
Dorothy Darnold and husband are also 
visiting in California. Velma Maggart ac- 
companied her brother and sister-in-law on 
a trip which took them to Detroit, Michi- 
gan. Velma spent most of her time just 
sight-seeing. Ann Horton journeyed to 
Kansas City to visit her sister, and Rosetta 
Habben spent her vacation at her home in 
Hildreth. Jessie Van Trump has taken 
part of her vacation and spent the time 
redecorating her apartment... . Elaine Min- 
nick, who was recently injured in an auto- 
mobile accident, has our best wishes for a 
speedy recovery. ... Janice Ransom was 
honoree at a shower given by Gwendolyn 
Albers and Donna DeMoulin. Janice will 
be married soon to Joe Helzer of Hastings. 

. Recent visitors in the home of Marge 


Henry were her husband’s parents from 
Wisconsin, 


Hebron Area 
Mary Boyce, Correspondent 

People are traveling these days with va- 
cations coming up all the time. Johnny 
Brockmeyer spent part of his vacation in 
Illinois and the rest getting moved and 
settled in his new home. ... Anita Williams 
and son spent their vacation in Boulder, 
Colorado, and report a very nice time... . 
Nina VanOsdol spent a few days in Des 
Moines, Iowa, and the rest at home arrang- 
ing her new furniture. Bob Lemkau 
was “chief cook and bottle washer” for 
about a week while his wife and little 
daughter visited her mother in Sutton. We 
think Bob was really glad when they re- 
turned home. . . . We extend sympathy to 
E. H. Wellman, area manager, in the death 
of his sister at Eaton, Colorado, June 11. 

Stromsburg Area 
Betty Beebe, Correspondent 

Edith Mattson, cashier at Stromsburg, 
spent her vacation in the Ozarks. Nancy 
Wait worked in the office while Edith was 
away. ...L. T. Piper and gang spent sev- 
eral weeks in this area, moving poles and 
regrouping farm lines at Osceola and Shel- 
by. ... Don Nelson, traveling auditor, visit- 
ed the Osceola and Stromsburg offices dur- 
ing the month. 
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Superior Area 
Betty Jo Schlief, Correspondent 

Clarinda Lake spent her vacation in Den- 
ver visiting relatives and friends ... Donna 
Gaddis and Jolene Loop are “floating on 
air” since their fiances returned from Korea 
and Germany. Jolene’s wedding date is 
set for June 27 and Donna’s August 1. Our 
best wishes to both. ... We have word that 
Donna Jeppesen, former traffic employee, 
is now working for the Derby Oil Company 
at Wichita, Kansas. 


Sutton Area 
Catherine Cassell, Correspondent 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Mankamyer and fam- 
ily spent two weeks in Washington, D. C., 
and Cumberland, Maryland, visiting rela- 
tives. ... A. B. Gorman and L. W. Cleve- 
land were recent visitors in the Sutton 
office. 


York Area 
Rowena Light, Correspondent 

Open House activities take the spotlight 
at this writing. June 165 proved to be a 
very busy and most successful day, with 
hundreds of Yorkites touring our local ex- 
change building. We extend our apprecia- 
tion to all who shared the time and work 
involved to make such an event possible. 
Sterling Nelson, area manager, spent 
part of his vacation, June 27 to July 11, 
taking ten explorer Scouts to the Philmont 
National Boy Scout Jamboree at Cimarron, 
New Mexico... . Our chief operator, Edna 
Pflughaupt, and Lela Watson spent their 
vacation at the Wisconsin Dells. . . . John 
Fitzpatrick, combinationman, used his va- 
cation time to get settled in his new resi- 
dence. ... Jean Heyen chose a scenic vaca- 
tion visiting state capitol buildings in Mis- 
souri and Illinois. . Also listed on the 
“leisure time’ roll we find Marlene Kru- 
picka, Mary Burhoop, Kathleen Sughrue, 
Ada Shipp 2nd Mary Heser of the traffic 
department. . . . Chuck Salisbury drove to 
Texas. His daughter Dolly accompanied 
him back to York for the summer months. 
. Out on the farm at cCool Junction 
we find Dave Culbertson busy during time 

off from his telephone duties. 


A% construction 


zs Shirley Hess, 
Associate Editor 


Ray Boling spent a week of his vaca- 
tion fishing in Colorado. He reports a very 
good time but no fish. Don Frank- 
forter spent his vacation in Chicago. He 
enjoyed his visit with his brother and see- 
ing the sights. Leonard White vaca- 
tioned in Minnesota. Fishing was so good 
that he doubts there are any fish left for 
anyone else... . August Brunke spent one 
week of his vacation at home rebuilding 
the plumbing in his basement. He _ says 
rubber hose works fine for pipe. . . Les 
Hensen is painting his new home during 
his vacation. He is taking some time off 
to fish at Louisville. Bob Clifford 
spent his vacation planting and cultivating 
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AFISHING THEY DID GO. Pioneers Helm, Dudgeon, Miller, Flowerday, Norton, Peterson, 


Snavely and Johnson watch the steaks sizzle under the master-touch of Ed Imig. 


By Bud Eden, co-chairman, Pioneer social committee 


The Pioneer Men’s Fishing Staq was held at Hughes Brothers cabin at Seward June 12. 


There were 36 members and guests present. 


The river was high and rather muddy, due to the heavy rains earlier in the week. How- 
ever, the weather was cool and everyone was fairly quiet until Ed Imig arrived with those 


T-bone steaks. Then a real howl split the air. 


Such drooling you have never seen. Pioneer 


Baldwin tended the fire. Bob Gray and Howard Spahnle K.P.’d the spuds for French fries 
and helped with the salad, while the Chef-of-all-chefs, Ed Imig, barbequed the delicious steaks. 


Card games, T-V, stories, fishing, golfing, boating and vacations were in the conversations. 
The door prize—a fly rod, reel and line—was awarded to Ed Flowerday, who held the chosen 
ducat. “Flash’’ Gorman, with the shutter box, wrapped up several pictures of the party 


and activities. 


Some left early, some stayed late, but everyone reported an enjoyable evening. 


his corn crop... Cliff Artz and his cable 
splicers have had a couple of busy weeks. 
Starting June 20 it was around-the-clock 
splicing at Cotner and South streets for 
four days when it was necessary to cut in 
a section of new trunk and exchange cable 
due to placing a new storm sewer at that 
location. They hadn’t caught up on their 
loss of sleep when trouble developed at 
Crete on June 25 and they spent the 
biggest part of Friday night and Satur- 
day replacing a piece of underground 
cable which was eaten up by electrolysis. 

Fourth of July week end found the 
Studiers in Denver and Dorothy Wise on 
her way to Chicago to spend a week. 
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Ruth White, 
Associate Editor 


Vacations seemed to be the highlight of 
June. Thelma Mahlman enjoyed staying at 
her brand new home since only a few weeks 
previously they had purchased it. Poor 
Thelma had such sore knees from cleaning 
and waxing the floors that she just had to 
take time out to visit her family in Kansas. 

Marfae Wergin and husband _ spent 
their vacation fishing in the Ozarks and 
visiting in St. Louis. Marfae’s husband will 
never live down the fact that she caught 
the largest fish—and it had been her first 


fishing trip! Russ and Yours ‘Truly 
spent our vacation fishing in Minnesota. 
We’ll give you two guesses who caught the 
most fish! Chauncey Eggerss and his 
family vacationed with the new grandchild 
and its parents in Michigan. Grandpa had 
to batch a few weeks while Grandmother 
helped with the new baby but he said he 
really enjoyed it! ... We had our annual 
chicken fry complete with baked beans, 
potato salad, etc. at Capitol Beach this year. 
You can read about it on page 14... . June 
is the month for brides and engagements. 
No, we don’t have a bride but do have an 
engagement. Beverly Brown returned from 
lunch one day sporting a very nice diamond 
from her fella, Eugene Sorkness. The few 
single girls left in the office wanted to 
lunch at the same place Beverly did in hopes 
that they would be as lucky. Congratula- 
tions, Bev! The somber note of the 
month is Bill Huddleston’s emergency ap- 
pendectomy. We were very grateful that it 
wasn’t more serious. 


Dorothy Miller, 
Associate Editor 


The morning of June 17, the girls met at 
the Chef for a 7:00 o’clock breakfast in 
honor of Dorothy Kramer, who will soon 
be Mrs. Schirmer. Dorothy was also pre- 
sented with a gift from the office force... ., 
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The week end of June 25, the Ray Clintons, 
Harold Bradys and Clem Bottorffs went 
on a fishing trip to Johnson Lake and from 
all reports they really hit the jackpot. ... 
Norma Burt and children were in to see us 
last month. Norma, a former employee of 
the switchroom, now lives in Wisconsin. 


Custodian’s Department 
Paul Radebaugh, Correspondent 

We are sorry to report that Art Drake 
is back on the sick list. We hope to see 
him back on the job real soon... . Harold 
Wart spent his vacation traveling over 
5,000 miles. He covered a great deal of the 
northwestern part of the country, which 
included nine different states. . . . Bill 
Schuman spent most of his vacation in 
Wyoming. 

Service Operators 

Thelma Wisen & Louise Roth, Correspondents 

When Thelma Wisen heard that Roy 
Cleveland would be vacationing on his 
birthday, she baked that cake she had 
promised him. Cleve very generously in- 
vited the service operators to the Cleveland 
home the evening of June 10th for ice cream 
and cake. We want to thank Mrs. Cleveland 
for a very enjoyable evening. . .. Sharon 
Smith has been an attendant at several 
of her girl friends’ weddings this summer. 
We feel sure this is one instance where 
“always a bridesmaid but never a bride” 
will not hold true. ... Thelma Wisen spent 
a week of her vacation cleaning house. 


What a vacation. 


Toll Equipment Depariment 

Phyllis Kittle, Correspondent 
Ardell Robison has been helping install 
the automatic switchboard at the Air Base 
during the past few weeks. ... Max Jenkins 
ended up with a few burns on his face 
while trying to burn some brush on his 
father’s farm. We are glad to report that 
the burns are not serious and that he is 


able to work. ... Art King used his vaca- 
tion time wisely by redecorating his home 
and resting. ... Charles Peachman enjoyed 


a nice peaceful rest at home during the last 
week of his vacation. 
"2" Office 
Jacob Schneider, Correspondent 
Treats were in reverse on June 3. Al 
Campbell celebrated his birthday by treat- 
ing the boys with buttered pecan rolls and 
coffze. Thanks, Al. . Norris Hammond 
spent one week of his vacation working on 
his garage and breezeway. 
"4" Office 
George Albury, Correspondent 
Ivan Doran spent most of his vacation 
working and loafing around home with his 
family, and visiting his wife’s folks at 
Filley. ... Frank J. Donovan, former “3” 
Office employee, passed away June 5, at 
the home of his daughter in Edmonds, 
Washington. 
"5-7" Office 
Arleen Swanson, Correspondent 
Ivan Hellerich spent a week of his vaca- 
tion at home working on his recreation 
room. ... John Behrns of David City spent 
a few days in this department receiving 
instructions and schooling on C.O.E. 


Hugo Staley. who is the proud owner of a 
new ’54 Dodge. is spending his vacation in 
California visiting his daughter and getting 
acquainted with the new grandson. ... 
George Hielen, former employee, was in to 
see us recently. 


Wire Chief’'s Department 
Constance Decker, Correspondent 


Bob and Arleen Swenson visited rela- 
tives in South Dakota where they did some 
fishing. . . . One of the most popular places 
for vacations seems to be at home. Oley 
Nelson, Bob Hohnstein, and Lloyd Miller 
all spent their vacations at home... . Art 
Lamberson worked on his home. . . . Bob 
Hawkins painted and redecorated the in- 
side of his house and also got in a little 
time for fishing. His one complaint was 
that he ruined a brand new tire. 


eneroal , 
9 commercial 
Ruth Kadavy 
Associate Editor 


“Rar away places” are luring our General 
Commercialers these nice summer days. 

. . Marlene Kuhl started our vacation 
ball rolling by taking an extensive tour to 
Chicago, Washington, D. C., and New York. 
She saw many interesting places and things, 
and listening to her travel talk and looking 
at snapshots taken on her trip make us all 
envious. .. . School days are here again for 
K. L. Lawson, our department head, who 
is attending a public utility executive’s 
course at the University of Michigan for 
about four weeks. From reports we have 
heard that it is very hot up there and not 
much air conditioning, and not too com- 
fortable to be burning the midnight oil 
studying. A. B. Gorman is another 
vacationer this month. He and Mrs. Gor- 
man will cool off in Estes Park, Colorado, 
for a couple of weeks. . . . Speaking of hot 
weather, if your house gets too hot to stand 
it any longer, pay a visit to Chris Ford, who 
has a new air conditioner. Chris can now 
spend her evenings watching television in 
cool comfort, which sounds like real living 
in our language. . . . We were all surprised 
and pleased the other day when Willie Ruth 
and Paul Hamilton stopped in to see us while 
visiting in Lincoln. Willie Ruth used to 
be a fellow co-worker in our office, and 
they are now making their home in San 
Antonio, Texas. 


Carole Schulz, 
Associate Editor 


Last month, Rod and Mrs. Andrews spent 

a week of their vacation in Denver and 
thereabouts. . . . Dick Hobson enjoyed two 
erand and glorious weeks of sun bathing 
in Florida while on a cruise with the Navy 
Reserve. Dick tells us all he did was work a 
couple of hours and swim for the rest of 
the day. Sounds good; let’s join the Navy. 
As a result of putting new numbers 

on all doors on third floor a typewriter re- 


pairman (a very young one, I might add) 
was the victim of much embarrassment. He 
was sent to room 304 to repair a type- 
writer. Much to his surprise, he couldn’t 
even find a typewriter in room 304 as he 
was in the ladies lounge. After 10 minutes 
of inquiring around he finally located the 
right place. ...On June 24, General Traf- 
fic held a going away party at Lone Oak 
for Bobby Weiler. We had plenty of good 
food and loads of fun. Don’t forget to come 
back and visit us, Bobbie. 


Millie Whitla, 
Associate Editor 


Where did you go? On your vacation, 
of course. Latest reports are as follows: 
Betty Nelson—Arkansas; Addalene Chris- 
tian and Helen Pierson—California; Lillian 
Hubbard—Texas; Doris Sutton—New York, 
Philadelphia and Washington, D. C.; Jean 
Vybiral—Wyoming and Colorado; Elaine 
Hall—Chicago; Mrs. Christopher—Denver; 
Letha Baumgartner—Iowa; Dorothy Graf- 
ton—Iowa; Della Wilcox—Milichigan; Vera 
Burk—New York and Washington, D. C.; 
Wilma Wergin—Iowa and South Dakota; 
Cecile Simons—Scottsbluff; Annette Van 
Steenberg—Franklin; Evelyn Koch—Alex- 
andria; Dorothy Brunmeier—Fremont; Vir- 
ginia Stiles—McCook; Evelyn Soukup— 
David City, Grand Island and Kearney; 
Betty Kroeger—Grand Island; and Juanita 
Schleif—Nelson. Kenny Perry’s cat 
Tom (alias Pansy Paws) has been dipping 
his tootsies into her pansy bowl and fishing 
out the petals. Being a nature lover, he 
sits in the middle of the table and inhales 
the fragrant posies. .. . Georgia Smith was 
startled into wakefulness the other night 
when a soft but large object attempted to 
remove her from her bed. Upon investiga- 
tion the “object” turned out to be her 
niece’s dog Slugger (a boxer) which is vis- 
iting at the Smith household. Maybe he 
thought you would find the floor more com- 
fortable, Georgia. .. . Best of luck to Lillian 
Schafer, who has transferred to the Business 
Office; also to Pat King, who is going a 
little farther away—Loup City, to be exact. 
... If you find any mysterious looking red 
tracks on the tickets, they were made by a 
fly that sat on the red ink pad at the desk. 
What, no ointment? Mary Ormand 
proved to be a popular lass. She was guest 
of honor at four showers—a service assist- 
ent party at Italian Village; a dinner-shower 
combination given by Helen Krieger; a 
shower at the Fitzpatrick home with Arlene 
and Maxine Pointer as hostesses; and last, 
but not least, a shower given by Deloris 
Slote (Glover). Some gal! . . . Congratu- 
lations to Gladys Trumble, who is wearing 
a very lovely ring on the proper finger; 
also to Marilyn Stevens, who is now Mrs. 
Norman Mann. ... Dorothea Heckman has 
a new 7-month-old pup named Buster. Doro- 
thea says Buster is full of pep as all pups 
are, sO watch for further developments. He 
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may out-do the mischievous cat Tom. ... 
Cecile Simons got a new slant on life a 
short time ago when her bed broke down. 
Her sister claimed the davenport, so Cecile 
stayed with the bed and spent the night at 
a most unsuitable angle. She says she 
didn’t get much sleep. Maybe a lullaby 
would have helped. See you in Sep- 
tember. 


ooo Supply 
en 

Mt Florence Tatman, 
Associate Editor 


Tourwise, suppliers have just about cov- 
ered these United States during the past 
few weeks. ‘The Howard Sielers report a 
fabulous journey through the Great Smoky 
and Blue Ridge Mountains, Washington, 
D. C., West Virginia, Ohio, and Kentucky. 
They traveled with friends in a trailer 
house, the conveniences of which added 
much to their vacation enjoyment. Of a 
visit to a wealthy owner’s show farm near 
Baltimore, Howard says, “Money will buy 
everything!” ... The Strassers headed for 
the extreme northwest (Vancouver Island), 
through the Black Hills and Yellowstone 
Park, where they encountered much snow; 
then down the west coast to Los Angeles; 
and home by way of Salt Lake City. ... 
Kent Eno had good luck fishing in Minne- 
sota. Phil Garvey conventioned in Cleve- 
land. Lowell Johnson was the envy of all 
his co-workers the day he left with his brand 
new movie camera for a trip to Oregon, 
then down the west coast and home through 
the desert. Ciyde Whittington says 
there’s nothing like relaxation and rest— 
away from highways and crowds—just what 
he enjoyed in the sandhill fishing region of 
good old Nebraska. Don Bauer vaca- 
tioned in Indiana; the Merle Schneiders 
drove to North Carolina to visit Mrs. 
Schneider’s parents; and Johnny Hansen 
hoped to relieve his wife’s homesickness by 
taking her to see her family in Texas... 
Among the stay-at-homers were Mabel 
Bodkin, Charley “crew haircut’ Hansen, 
Russ Rauch, Red Frazier, Bill Hartz, and 
Frank Hendrix. . . . Henry Ewerth stayed 
et home, too, to rest—but he was put to 
work building a patio. Says he worked 
harder than when he gets paid for it! ... 
Bob Brittin, who has worked part-time dur- 
ing his university career, has started a leave 
of absence to take up required military 
duties in the Navy. He left late in June 
for flight training at Pensacola, Florida. . . 
Sickness has hit suddenly and rather force- 
fully. Jess Ellis has been hospitalized for 
major surgery and is recuperating at his 
home. Rollie Winders’ bout with pneu- 
monia put him in Veterans Hospital during 
some very hot weather, and at a time when 
he was most certainly missed in the office 
because of vacations. Mavis Vermeer came 
back to Lincoln from the farm one Sunday 
evening and learned suddenly the meaning 
of the word appendectomy. A few days at 
the hospital and some rest at home fixed 
her up like new again. 
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GOLLY, IT WON'T BE LONG 
BEFORE IT’S TIME TO QUIT. 
EEKS! | FORGOT 10 COME 
TO WORK ON MY NEW 

SCHEDULE ! 


Francis Smith, combinationman, 
Lincoln Plant, had quite a 
shock a couple of weeks ago 
when he climbed on the _ bath- 
room scales after his shower. 
The reading showed he was 12 
pounds under his normal weight. 
Francis was concerned. He 
Stopped smoking and ate all 
kinds of fattening foods for a 
week, The scales told him he 
had gained back a scant pound. 
It was then that the lady of 
the house discovered that 
their small daughter had been 
playing with the dial control 
of the scales and that they 
registered 12 pounds' below 
actual weight” 


Edna Schoenrock and Shirley Brown, 
Fairbury Traffic, traded hours. 
Shirley liked the thought of getting 
off work early and made her plans 
accordingly. But Shirley neglected 
one important detail. She completely 
forgot that Edna's. hours called for 
rising with the dawn. On the first 
day of the new trick Shirley reported 
for duty three and a half hours late. 
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ei LP Beep Of anything that walks on four 
, legs - from mice to elephants - 

she has no fear. + But CRICKETS 

-gend her into hysterics. So 
when a cricket jumped out of 

her shoe as_ she was preparing 

to come to work the other morn- 

ing, Lila Richardson, York 

Traffic, set a new record: for 

height and distance in a stand- 

ing jump as_ she landed on a 

chair ten feet across the room. 


Harry Rogers of Auburn now knows why combinationmen get grey 
hair early in life. He was driving his truck over a bridge 
near Johnson when he heard a strange noise behind him. Peer- 
ing through the window he saw that the piling had collapsed 
and the bridge floor was sinking out of sight beneath the 
waters. Harry shifted into low and climbed the steep incline 
to the far shore just in the nick of time. "'Twernt Nothing," 
Harry says. "I'd do it again for old LT&T." 


ITS LUCKY WE HAD 
THE CREAM AND 
THE SALT 


GEE, WASN'T IT NICE OF 
MR. HOLCOMB To INVITE US 
OVER FOR ICE CREAM? 


AH! HERE-COMES 
MRS. SMITH WITH 
THE CAKE. 


MAYBE | SHOULD 

WALK WITH ONE 
FOOT IN THE 
GUTTER. 


Arthur W. Holcomb, our construction superintendent, had a 
glorious Fourth. He spent the day in his lawn chair. At 
mid-afternoon he felt the urge for homemade ice cream and 
cake. Art had only the freezer, and various neighbors 
accepted his invitation to join the party, each bringing 
one of the missing ingredients. Art even invited one of 
his muscular friends to come and turn the handle. In all 
it was a very satisfying day. 


Joan Bennett, Beatrice Traf- 


fic, dashed out on an errand Harold Brady, of Printing Ser- 

while on her relief. The ex- vice, has worked so many years 

tra speed and exertion caused in the basement press room 

the strap of her shoe to that he has’ become habituated : 

break. It went sailing on to its warm climate. When Twice 2 eRe week the 
before her. Joan picked it duty called him upstairs into Printing Service office 
up and went limping on to the the air-conditioned office for was thrown into a state 
shoe shop, meeting many old a day's special assignment, of panic as eek penal 
friends enroute to add to her Harold soon began to shake and clair missed his free 
distress. chill. He started a search wheeling chair. Both 


times Dick sat flat on 
the floor amid great 
piles of mail. 


for sweaters and coats, piling 
them on as he _ found them. 
Folks coming into the office 
from the l00-degree outside 
“temperature were more than 
startled at his appearance. 


THANKS TO THIS MONTHS SECRETSERVICE AGENTS 
~ ~ GARLES HANSEN , LLOYD OGLESBY, 
VELA WAGNER, EONF PFLUGHAUPT, 


CHARLES MESHIER , DOROTHY HUBKA 
CARL WAL 
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Birth of L.A.7.B. Exchange 


fhe planning was begun ‘way back in 

April 1952 when it was first whis- 
pered that the Lincoln Air Force Base 
was to be reactivated, and on August 3, 
1954, the new PABX and equipment 
was cut into service. Between these 
dates a prodigious amount of work was 
performed. Its completion called for 
a celebration on the part of both tele- 
phone and military personnel. The Air 
Force provided a huge cake inscribed 
“Lincoln Air Force Base—Telephone 
Exchange —installed by The Lincoln 
Telephone and Telegraph Company,” 
and bearing our fiftieth anniversary 
emblem. It formed the centerpiece for 
the delicious man-made lunch served to 
LT&*T and Air Force representatives at 
the conclusion of the cutover. 

The picks were pulled by Col. W. G. 
Gillespie, Deputy Base Commander, and 
LT&T Vice President M. M. Hale. Col. 
Gillespie then made the first long dis- 


Splicers, linemen and crews of the construc- 
tion department completed their mammoth 
task on schedule. They are represented here 
by Merle Chamberlain, Don Utterson, Foreman 
Les Shirey and George Hansen, Jr. 
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Ardell Robison stands behind the 3-position 
attendant’s board. The operators, left to right, 
are: Shirley (Mrs. Bill) Quinn, Evelyn Mills 
and Evelyn Seimers. 


tance call to the headquarters of the 
15th Air Force at March A. F. Base, 


California. 


Captain Franklin Sligar, communica- 
tions officer for the Base, is in charge 
of the new exchange which will rank 
among the largest in our territory when 
it reaches full capacity. It presently 
serves 300 stations and it is expected 
that 600 additional telephones will be 
connected within the next sixty days. 
Its present 800-line capacity will ulti- 
mately be increased to 1,200 lines; to 
provide an exchange of comparable size 
to that at Plattsmouth. Automatic Elec- 
tric Company switching equipment was 
used throughout. 

The Base installation will have no 
immediate effect on the neighboring 
Huskerville exchange, though the latter 
is situated on LAFB property and must 
ultimately be moved to the old Hospital 
area. 


Cake-cutting at the cutover ceremonies. 


MEN ON THE COVER 


Brunt of Base installation chores fell on 
this group of installer-repairmen and switch- 
men, who also appear on this month’s cover. 
Left to right: Richard Bauer, Wilbur Wolfe, 
Ardell Robison, Wm. Cotton, Harold Cuda- 
back and Merle Ifland. 


Wielding knife is Merle M. Hale, vice presi- 


dent. Other LT&T representatives—mostly in back row—are A. W. Holcomb, Houghton Furr, 
A. B. Waters, I. J. Devoe, C. B. Meshier, Walter F. Roberts, C. C. Donley, H. W. Potter, 
M. C. Walker, K. L. Lawson, H. W. Spahnle and Alex M. Geist. 
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Most of the 300 telephone installations ai the 
Base can be credited to this trio of Lincoln 
combinationmen, Ronald Hibbert, Dewey 
Lewis and Ernest Wedgwood. 
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Wiring in of attendant’s board and other 
special equipment was part of the assignment 
of installer-repairmen Marvin Murphy and 
Bob Blackford. 


Lincoln s 


50,000" 


| eseomarn cs 50,000th telephone was installed August 12 
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Dale Bruggeman at 4724 M 
Street. It was the young couple’s first home and their first 
telephone. They were married only last July 28. 

The attainment of the 50,000 goal is a gratifying 
accomplishment for our anniversary year. The passing of the 
historic mark in Lincoln’s telephone growth was observed 
by a brief ceremony at the Bruggeman home followed by 
a dinner at the Cornhusker Hotel. In attendance were 
Mayor Clark Jeary; John E. Curtiss, president of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce; Richard H. Larson, member of the State 
Railway Commission, and company representatives, Merle 
M. Hale, vice president; K. L. Lawson, general commercial 
superintendent; A. B. Waters, district commercial manager; 
and A. B. Gorman, advertising manager. 

Lincoln has always ranked among the leading cities of 
the nation in telephone development, though it has shaken 
off some serious setbacks in the long climb toward its 
50,000th telephone. The consolidation of the two com- 
peting companies in 1913 brought an abrupt decline in 
growth that required several years to recover. Again in 
the depth of the Great Depression the trend turned sharply 
downward. More than 3,000 telephones were lost during 
1932 and 1933. Not until six years later could this loss 
be overcome. 


At a luncheon observing the 50,000th installation were, seated left 
to right: Richard H. Larson, member State Railway Commission; 
Mayor Clark Jeary; Mr. and Mrs. Bruggeman; Merle M. Hale, vice 
president; and K. L. Lawson, general commercial superintendent. 


oe 2: 7" 
_ ; » Le e mu : 
Ws ~s =. aes 2 le 


A. B. Waters, center, presented the historic telephone to Mrs. 
Bruggeman, who placed its first call to her mother at York. The 
telephone bears a silver plate with the inscription: ‘’50,000th telephone, 
Lincoln Nebraska—The Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company— 
Installed August 12, 1954.” 


Development during the first years of World War II 
was almost at a standstill, but in 1946 installations began to 
soar and have continued this happy trend unto this day. 

It is interesting to note that it required five years for 
young LT€&T to gain its first 10,000 telephones in Lincoln; 
14 more years to reach the 20,000 mark; another 21 years 
to arrive at 30,000. That was in 1944. From that time it 
took but five years to pass 40,000 and another five years 
to attain the 50,000 mark. 

For the company as a whole the station development 
chart follows a different trend. The purchase of the Ne- 
braska Bell properties and consolidation of exchanges raised 
the total stations in service from 14,392 in 1911 to 42,370 
in 1912. Fifty thousand telephones were in service in 1916 
and 75,000 in 1927. We lost more than 20,000 subscribers 
during the depression years and did not again reach the 
75,000 figure until 1945. Our 100,000 goal was accom: 
plished in 1950. 


Bid See 


Standing: A. B. Waters, district commercial manager; John E. Curtiss, 
president of Lincoln Chamber of Commerce; and A. B. Gorman, ad- 


vertising manager. 
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PLANT DEPARTMENT SUPERVISORS, MARCH 1920 


Front row, left to right: F. E. Bagley, William Cunningham, J. Pugsley, H. H. Wheeler, M. T. Caster, plant superintendent, H. H. Wheeler, Jr., 


F. E. Behm, J. A. Dobbs and Roy H. Ojers. 


Second row: R. H. Elliott, F. B. Bennett, Harve Colvin, A. Halverstadt, Charles Ford, A. B. Smith, W. A. Letellier, Frank McDowell, 


A. A. Stoker and E. A. Bosworth. 


Third row: John Ford, Clyde Boyles, Paul Schmeltzer, Harry Moss, Tom N. Jones, J. A. McKinzie, Fred Adkins and R. C. Boling. 


The Roaring Twenties 


(The eighth installment in the history of The Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company) 


The company grew and prospered during the ’twenties. 
It was a time when a business of most any nature seemed 
assured of success, having only to be swept along in the wake 
of the great industrial boom when organizations waxed and 
grew corpulent; recapitalized—and grew some more. 

History does not look back with charity upon this dec- 
ade. Something had happened to the minds of men. It was 
a naive and unrealistic era. Leaders of industry thought they 
had found the Midas Touch as the years rolled by and their 
every endeavor seemed to turn to gold. The “little man” 
found he, too, had somehow become possessed of the same 
gifted touch. Stock tickers spewed out long ribbons of quo- 
tations, higher day by day, month by month and year by 
year. It seemed there could be no end to the Utopia of profit 
taking. 

For it had taken thousands of years for man to discover 
that paper apparently could be used as a substitute for in- 
dustrial growth and wealth. Printing presses ground out 
stacks of stock certificates upon which many industries were 
reared, fattened and developed to gigantic proportions; to be 
in turn made captive of a second company, of lesser size, 
organized to control the stock of the first. 

These and other dangers—products of the times—were 
ever near and ominous throughout the ’twenties. It was 
well that LT&T was firmly anchored and so escaped being 
drawn into the Maelstrom. All about us Independent tele- 
phone organizations were being bought up by competing 
holding companies, intent on empire building. The bidding 
became so intense that purchasers apparently lost sight of 
plant worth or future returns. The day of reckoning came, 
of course, when rates could not be obtained to justify 
the purchase price. But even a few such setbacks did not 
deter the frantic plunging of speculators until the abrupt 
and disastrous collapse of the stock market in late 1929. 
Utility stocks had headed the list as the choice favorite dur- 
ing this period. 

As the decade opened it found materials 


(\(0))/ scarce and prices high. The cost of living 
) || had not decreased appreciably from its 
\\ wu) (SY war-time peak. A short-lived but acute 

= labor shortage had developed. The com- 
pany felt the weight of higher taxes. In 1916 they had av- 
eraged about $5,000 per month. By now they had nearly 
cloubled. 


The company was criticized in some towns for its 
rew policy of granting Saturday half-holidays to its em- 
ployees while most of the workers about them did not en- 
jsy the same privilege. In the interest of public good will, 
the company was forced to withdraw this concession at 
several points in the territory. 

K. B. Cary was promoted to district plant chief of the 
southern district, with A. S. Keckler succeeding to Cary’s 
former post as district inspector. 

Death came to Theodore N. Vail, Casper E. Yost and 
Charles J. Bills, each of whom figured prominently in 
former chapters of LT&T’s history. os P. Russell was elec- 
ted company treasurer to succeed Mr. Bills. . ; | 

LT&T was before the Railway Commission with its 
new and pressing problem in depreciation. How could 
it replace worn out equipment purchased at low cost 
in years gone by with new equipment at the present 
high prices? inte se 

Fairbury got a new exchange building .Morning calls 


and time of day service was discontinued by the com- 
pany. Dr. Lee De Forest introduced the first portable 
radio telephone with an operating radius of 15 miles. Ne- 
braska was blessed with one of its greatest crops In his- 
tory and once again the high wages offered for farm labor 
made deep inroads into our ranks of employees, 
In February, 1921, George K. Gann resign- 
ed as traffic superintendent to accept the 
0 (| position as general superintendent of the 
| | | | Tri-State company at St. Paul and in 
: March came the announcement of L. E. 
Hurtz, general manager, that he would shortly be leaving 
the company to become secretary of the Fairmont Cream- 
ery Company at Omaha. Promotions which followed in the 
wake of these announcements elevated Raymond E. Matti- 
son to the position of general manager; Royal S. Brew- 
ster, traffic superintendent; W. E. Bell, commercial superin- 
tendent; R. O. Parks, traffic engineer; W. Thorgrim- 
son, commercial engineer; L. P. Young, southern dis- 
trict traffic chief: Milton Barratt, central district com- 
mercial manager: C. G. Bennett, northern district com- 
mercial manager; H. W. Wheeler, construction superin- 
tendent; D. G. Bell, commercial manager, Lincoln; Roy 
Ojers, general foreman, Hastings; and William Cunning- 
ham, general foreman, Lincoln. 
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Automatic ringing was introduced into Lincoln in 
March. Until then the ringing signals had been controlled 
by a push button from the calling subscriber’s telephone. 
A 1212-pair cable was pulled into the Lincoln under- 
ground system. The Lincoln south exchange was rebuilt 
to serve 50 per cent more subscribers than before. Toll 
connections were severed with a competing exchange at 
Red Cloud following an important decision by the Su- 
preme Court. York and Nebraska City blossomed out 
with new exchange buildings. 


LT&T was seeking rate increases at 12 exchanges amid 
a storm of protests from subscribers. Telephone men were 
hecoming enthusiasts in wireless telephony. At the inaug- 
uration of President Harding at Washington a crowd of 
125,000 people were able to distinguish his every word; 
thanks to the first use of the new Bell loud-speakers 
equipped with vacuum tube amplifiers. Louis H. Korty, 
vho organized Nebraska’s first telephone company, died 
at Omaha. 


The LT&T baseball club became a powerful aggre- 
together for several years reached their peak as a team. 
Sparked by pitcher Al O’Dell, a frail lefty who could 
throw even better with his right hand, the Telephones 
Al’s record of 21 strikeouts in a 1920 game probably stands 
to this day as a high mark in local amateur circles. The 
team roster, on that memorable afternoon included Ray 
Brown, George Hansen, A. B. Smith, Charles Meshier, Char- 
les Peachman, Carl Keester and Al O’Dell. 
. Business had not been too good. LT&T 
0 the past year as farm prices dropped and 
a recession of business activity settled 
over the country. The Telephone News 
ter Thorgrimson, commercial engineer, and R. O. Parks, 
traffic engineer, resigned and were replaced by Milton Bar- 
ratt and W. P. Kimball, respectively. The territory was re- 
pointed as follows: F. E. Behm. Lincoln; W. C. Cooper, 
Hastings; C. G. Bennett, York; W. H. Caman, Beatrice; and 
L. P. Young, Nebraska City. District meetings were held 
The company was concerned with the mounting toll of 
accidents and safety meetings were held. for the terri- 
tory. The Lincoin Star installed a radio station and 
cases from telephone poles. Quick and drastic action by 
the telephone company soon discouraged the use of its 
poles for this purpose. 
Ranking highest in salesmanship were James Dudgeon, 
Hastings; J. C. Gear, Fairbury; George Miers, Seward; 
Cc. S. Nevin, Ashland; and Katherine Gillan, Humboldt. Sat- 
ployees of the general and district offices. An employee 
Christmas party was held at the Rosewilde Party House 
with 700 present. Alexander Graham Bell died in Nova 
The Engineering department was organ- 
@ 0 | fh ized to centralize the research and plan- 
| ning which had been conducted separ- 
ments. H. H. Wheeler, Jr., former plant 
engineer, was named chief engineer. 
General Manager Mattison reported that our business 
provement. There was a good gain in subscribers and a six 
per cent increase in long distance usage. Materials were still 
high and wages remained stationary. The Lincoln service 


gation as the group of employees who had been playing 
met and mastered the best the neighborhood had to offer. 
Boling, “Ike” Seamark, Cecil Donley, John McKinzie, P. A. 
had gained only 301 telephones during 
was discontinued in January as an economy measure. Wal- 
divided into five districts, with district managers ap- 
to discuss ways to increase revenue and decrease expense. 
huge antennae mushroomed from housetops and in many 
A sales campaign from March to July sold 3,077 stations. 
urday half-holidays the year round were given to em- 
Scotia at the age of 75. 
ately by the several operating depart- 
was following the national trend, and showing gradual im- 
situation grew more acute. The ancient switches of the main 


office had nearly reached the limit of their service life and 
there was no more space available for the installation of 
additional switch bays. 

University Place was cut over, in its new building, from 
manual to dial service. It was proposed that semi-public pay 
telephones be purchased and installed where needed 
throughout the territory. Mabel Atwater was named chief 
operator at Hastings to succeed Hazel Richeson Jones. The 
Surprise Telephone Company became part of the LT&T 


family. 
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(g poles and enough wire to string a two- 
wire circuit across the continent. The 

Gamage bill was $100,000 as all available personnel labored 

14 days in temperatures reaching twenty below zero to 

restore service. 


The Geneva and Wahoo exchanges settled into brand- 
new buildings. A new general office club room was opened 
in the basement. The company glee club was organized 
and entertained employees at the Temple Theater, Lin- 
coln. The local commercial department moved into spac- 
ious quarters on the ground floor of the general office 
building. At Louisville, a disastrous flood swept the town, 
leaving 12 dead. The heroic efforts of the company chief 
cperator and her assistant brought an award of Vail 
Medals later in the year. 


Neal Rakestraw, manager at Polk, was electrocuted 
by coming into contact with a power line on the roof of a 
building. T. E. Longdon went to Stromsburg as manager 
and F. S. Holmes retired on pension after 44 years in the 
industry. 


The AT&T conducted a successful test in sending pic- 
tures by wire from New York to Cleveland. In August 
Charles G. Dawes, vice presidential nominee, returned to 
kis home town to give an address at Memorial Stadium, 
Lincoln, where the huge crowd were duly impressed at 
the performance of LT&T’s new public address system. 

The immediate need for a rigid code for joint con- 
struction was pointed up by the electrocution of Benner 
Schertzberg on August 8 and Frank Speir on August 27. 
Both accidents were witnessed by Foreman George Han- 
sen and Don Smith. 

A unique engineering feat that received national pub- 
licity was performed at Lincoln in October 1924 when the 
switching equipment of the B and L offices were ele- 
vated, in their entirety, to the ceiling of the switchroom, 
leaving the vacated space beneath for the installation 
of new equipment. The guiding genius behind the achieve- 
ment was T. S. Risser, equipment engineer. The actual 
raising of the bays was completed in one afternoon by 
40 men turning house-movers jacks in synchronized move- 
ment. 


In December came the cutover to the new building at 
Geneva, and the grand champion of all sleet storms that 
wrecked nearly all exposed plants in York, Seward, Fillmore 
and Saline counties. The heavy snowfall which followed 
the sleet forced telephone men to break their own trails 
to the disaster areas. 


Several destructive sleet storms at the be- 
ginning of the year were climaxed by 
one in late February that felled 9,100 


The number of telephones in Lincoln had 


(| 0 (n\ doubled during the past ten years and 
| aul had now reached 20,000. With its tele- 


phone saturation of 28 stations per 100 

population, the capital city ranked first 

in the nation; followed by Omaha and San Francisco, in that 

order. The cutover to the new B and L offices was ac- 

complished in May and the last of the ancient ‘pot-belly” 
three wire telephones were removed from service. 

LT&T sold its exchanges at Red Cloud and Hampton to 

local independent companies to eliminate two of the last 

points of competition. Sarah Horn, chief operator at York, 
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Construction crews were almost completely mechanized as the 
‘twenties cpened. Among this group at the Wahoo re-build we 
recognize the White, rord and Buick trucks, and Roy Ojers, Clyde 
Boyles, Ray McLain, Jim Dudgeon, Charlie Albers and Ernest 
Wedaqwood. 


was appointed traveling chief operator for the general traf- 
fic department. In June M. M. Hale resumed employment 
as collector in the Lincoln business office. 

R. E. Mattison, general manager, died on Christmas Day. 
He was 47 years of age and had been elected president of the 
Nebraska Telephone Association only a few months before 
bis fatal illness. 

John H. Agee took office as general man- 


(Q ager in January. Only 42 years old, he al- 
ready had a background of more than 20 
cd Zz 0 years experience in telephone manage- 


ment and legal capacities. In March, the 
telephone celebrated its 50th birthday. C. W. Motter came 
to the company as director of public relations and editor of 
the Telephone News which was to resume publication in 
May. The first overseas telephone conversation, New York 
to London, came to pass and the smock fad was in full 
Sway. 

The CRL, “Hold The Line” method, was introduced for 
criginating toll calls. The exchanges at Western and Swan- 
ton were purchased. The pension accrual fund was doubled 
to provide more adequate coverage and all LT&T operators 
were given a ten per cent increase in wages. In June the 
company’s new PAS system was installed by Messrs. Tefft, 
Jenkins and Donley for use at the University of Nebraska 
commencement exercises. 

Other events of the year found the automatic printer 
telegraph making its debut, with Henry Peachman as the 
scle expert in its use. Guy O. Seaton was employed as man- 
ager of the securities department. The fourth floor was 
added to the general office building and operators began 
using the phrase “thank you,” instead of repeating the num- 
ber to calling subscribers. C. P. Rector, whose employment 
dated to the beginning of the company in 1903, died at the 


meets 
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White construction truck "Old Number Ten” when she was new, 
with Prestolite headlamps and hard rubber tires. She never had a 
puncture. At left is Bill Butler and “Fuzzy” Ashmead. Kenneth 
Hobbs is the driver. 


The Official Family of 1922. Front row: W. C. Cooper, W. E. Bell, 
Frank H. Woods, R. E. Mattison, R. S. Brewster, M. T. Caster. Second 
row: F. E. Behm, H. W. Wheeler, W. L. Lemon, W. H. Caman, C. C. 
Donley. Third row: Milton Barratt, L. P. Young, C. G. Bennett. 
Absent were C. P. Russell, secretary-treasurer, and H. H. Wheeler, 
Jr., chief engineer. 


age of 79. He was still employed as tool repairman in the 
general shop. 

Open house was held during February for 
service clubs of Lincoln. More than 1,500 
people toured the building during the per- 
iod. The LT&T basketball team won the 
YMCA Industrial League championship 
with a perfect record of 14 wins and no losses. Team mem- 
bers were Bernard, Thompson, Walker, Mankamyer, Eno, 
Morley and Miller. AT&T demonstrated its new wonder, 
“television,” with President Herbert Hoover being first to 
make use of the invention. 

Murdock and Table Rock were added to our organization. 
Ed Dorland was manager at the latter exchange. Other 
changes at mid-year found Carl Keester moving to Beaver 
Crossing as manager, with B. C. Burden and R. C. McLain 
added to the staff of the chief engineer. A torrential down- 
pour during the afternoon of the annual picnic at Capitol 
Beach failed to dampen the spirit of the occasion. The He- 
yron exchange moved into its new building and the Mon- 
ophone, or hand telephone, made its appearance 1n the 
company. 

A newly formed first aid safety team had as members, 
k. F. Burke. instructor; Alex Geist, L. G. Saunders, Lester 
Pierce, Ray Misner, Joy Dobbs and Robert Morley. Long 
distance service was opened to Mexico City. Daykin became 
ihe company’s 125th exchange. J. 5. Jackson moved from 
the construction to the commercial department. K. L. Law- 
son was employed as commercial clerk at Lincoln. 

The year was more profitable for Nebraska farmers and 
for the company, whose net gain for 1927 totaled 2,700 tele- 


phones. 
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| 9 C4 coln and Fairbury at the Ford’s premiere. 

During this year a series of promotions 
named Paul Schmeltzer as general foreman; R. L. Clinton, 
manager at Exeter; G. A. Foster, construction foreman; Bed: 
Sievers, plant accountant; L. M. Campbell, directory super- 
visor; Walter Rabb, manager at Stromsburg; T. E. Longdon, 
manager at Tecumseh; Henry Taedter, manager at Harvard; 
L. C. Williams, wire chief at Fairfield; J. P. Lahr, manager 
at Nelson; Ed Dulin, manager at Raymond; and W. H. Spur- 
lock, manager at Milford. 

Independent exchanges at Julian, Union, Davenport and 
Dawson were purchased. New buildings were completed 
at Cedar Bluffs, Wymore and Exeter. Retirements were 
announced of George T. Sprecher, whose service in Ne: 
braska telephony dated back to 1885, and O. W. Gowen, 
Ong, who began his telephone career in 1902. Last of the 
circle-top towers was removed from plant at Lincoln. 

Once again the company basketball team swept through 
its league season without defeat. Team members were Jack 
Mankamyer, Joe Miller, Leonard Van Horn, Fritz Noble, 


Big news in January was the introduction 
of the Model A Ford car. The company 
PAS system was used by dealers at Lin- 


Vern Simpson, Charles Hood, Gordon Eno, Bob Morley, 
Chet Baldwin, Charles Sikes and George Mann, manager. 


One of our most destructive storms struck April 6. 13,000 
poles and 34,000 miles of wire were down in the east half 
of the territory while communication with 75 towns was 
completely severed. Joy Dobbs and Doc Wilson were de- 
clared fishing champions of the year when they exhibited 
a 30 pound and a 27 pound catfish, along with other finny 
monsters they pulled from the Blue River at Crete. The 
group insurance plan for employees was established. Tele- 
vision moved out of doors in a successful demonstration at 
the Bell Laboratories. President Coolidge was a guest of 
TFrank H. Woods at Madeline Island, Wisconsin, and on 
Mr. Woods yacht, the Nellewood. 


Company tennis tournaments were held for the first time 
with Dave McDonald winning in the men’s division and 
Nellie Erickson capturing the girls’ trophy from a field 
which included Cleo Ashley, Leona Ahlman, Deuel McKee, 
Elsie Powell, Grace Hauschild, Edythe McGrath and Har- 
riett Carter. The LT&T baseball team won the championship 
in the YMCA Industrial League. The roster included Perry 
Caldwell, Howard Smith, Vern Simpson, Jack Mankamyer, 
Ray Boling and Elmer Dougherty, with A. B. Smith as 
manager. 

A feature story of the December Telephone News re- 
counted the career of C. L. Walker and his three sons, 
Harry, Dean and Max, all of whom were then members of 


the plant department. 

9 chard exchanges were purchased, and 
new exchange buildings were occupied at 
Auburn, Syracuse, Exeter, Gresham and Dorchester. Hast- 
ings installed its 5,000th telephone in April. 

Personnel changes were in the news. F. E, Behm became 
assistant plant superintendent, being succeeded by J. A. Mc- 
Kinzie as Lincoln district manager. F. M. Strasser was ap- 
pointed supervisor of supplies; R. H. Ojers as Nebraska City 
district manager; Merle M. Hale, methods supervisor; John 
Potter, manager at Louisville; W. 4 McDowell and Claude 
W. Helm as district plant clerks at Beatrice and Nebraska 
City, respectively; Clyde Burge, commercial engineer; J. S. 
Jackson, commercial service representative; | John Lahr, 
manager at Hastings; Harry Branch, wire chief, Hastings; 
Harold Laipply, traveling auditor; G. W. Jahn, revenue ac- 
countant; A. B. Waters, contract manager, Lincoln; Carl 
Keester, manager at Gresham, Alex M. Geist, manager at 
Louisville; K. L. Lawson, assistant commercial service rep- 
i1esentative and Charles Peachman, toll wire chief. L. C. 


Oberlies had joined the company as personnel director, L.. a 
Devoe as a member of the general auditor's staff, and 


li. W. Potter as assistant secretary and assistant treasurer. 
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For the third consecutive season the basketball team was 
undefeated and now had an unbroken string of 43 vic- 
tories. New faces in the team roster included Ralph Con- 
nors and Bud Parsons. The baseball team repeated as cham- 
pions, too, with Russell Rauch, Roy Mills and Ralph Connors 
adding power to the lineup. George Dobson was crowned as 
the new champion in company tennis circles. 

Ceremonies observing the company’s 25th anniversary 
were held in December. The anniversary dinner, held at the 
Cornhusker Hotel, Lincoln, was featured by a long distance 
call from Ambassador Charles G. Dawes in London, con- 
cratulating Frank H. Woods on his 25 years of guiding the 
destinies of LT&T. Other speakers were J. H. Agee, L. E. 
Wurtz, Theodore Gary, F. D. Eager, president of the Lincoln 
Chamber of Commerce and E. B. McKinnon, president of the 
National Independent Telephone Association. 

Despite a sudden drop in business at the year’s end, co- 
inciding with the crash of the stock market, the company 
could still count a net gain of 3,825 telephones in 1929. Sta- 
tions in service had reached an all-time high of 83,571. 


It was during this year that our first 
unattended dial exchange was cut into 
service at Hansen, the Ohiowa and Bur- 


The team of 1920—one of LT&T’s greatest. Front row: Carl 
Keester, “Ike’’ Seamark, A. W. O'Dell, Cecil Donley, Charles Peach- 
man. Standing: George Hansen, Charles Meshier, J. S. Jackson, P. A. 
Brown, John McKinzie, A. B. Smith and Ray Boling. 
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First Aid Team of 1929. Seated: Lester Pierce, Ray Misner and 
E. F. Burke, instructor. Standing: George Keith, Howard Smith, 
Joy Dobbs and L. G. “Pep” Saunders. Accent on accident preven- 
tion and first aid paid larqe dividends in those hazardous years. 
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The qeneral office building at Lincoln before its ‘‘face lifting,” 
which added another story in 1926. The few employee car eee 
had no difficulty finding all-day parking space at the curb in front 
of the entrance. 


Vocational education hit its stride in ihe late ‘twenties. Recog- 
nized in this 1928 class in Power Equipment is “Doug” Perryman, 
Hugo Staley, Henry Zimmerman, George Albury, Harry Palmquist, 
Joy Dobbs, Dell Gilmore, Bob Green, Max Walker and Warren Shuck. 
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Open House at Geneva 


The doors at the Geneva exchange manager; Joe Adamson, Jim Dudgeon 
were opened wide on July 21 and ere and Francis Darnold. Merlie Markuson, 
long it was apparent that the employee traveling instructor, was also present 
hosts were fated to have a busy after- and hard at work. 


noon and evening. Not until the final 


count had been double checked would IN THE PICTURES: 


: 7 (1) Lloyd Cleveland beams a greeting upon 
some believe that fully 600 guests had a group of visitors. (2) Official receptionist 


toured the building, met the operating was Velma Bock, cashier, at left. (3) Maxine 
; . : P | Stolzenburg explains switchboard operation. 
personnel, solved the mysteries of tele- (4) Shirley Asseln at toll train demonstra- 


. and artaken of refreshments and tion board. (5) Nata Hershey, service assist- 
phony and p ant, at right. (6) William Minich tells the 
souvenirs. story of carrier equipment. (7) Helen Ader- 

avs afte vard. Charles Crew mann, chief operator, takes a turn as guide. 
For days attery a s ; : (8) Everyone enjoyed the refreshment table. 
area manager, Was recelving congratu- (9) Virginia Baker pointing out LT&T terri- 
: eae. tee Pe tory. (10) James Dudgeon at the cable dis- 
lations from those who attended; all of lays, (ll) Guest Méuros. tetecy and Charles 
whom were pleased at the cordiality of Crew, area manager. Mr. Heisey helped 
c . install the first independent switchboard in 

sts % any ‘ g : 
the hosts and ELy ot them aBSETEME Geneva. (12) Joe Adamson explaining carrier 
it was the finest affair of its kind they equipment. Standing beside him are Mr. and 
Pe. ~ 7 eee Mrs. T. E. Edgecombe. Mr. Edgecombe is 
had ever witnessed. editor of the ‘‘Nebraska Signal.” (13) At left 
Assisting Mr. Gorman, Mr. Cleve’ are Carol Jones and her mother, Mrs. Leone 


land d the local pe l Se Jones, cashier at Ohiowa. Serving are Mes- 
and, and the local personnel were rep dames Bell, Rischling and Otte. Mrs. Risch- 


resentatives of the district office at ling was former operator at Grafton. (14) Reno 
; oe eee h eee Arete Weis at the MDF. (15) Francis Darnold show- 
Hastings including John Spady, district ing the historical display. 


Open House at Hebron 


The Hebron exchange stood at at- Darnold and Joe Adamson came down 
tention on July 27 as 552 visitors re- from Hastings to lend a hand. Myra 
sponded to the invitation mailed to all Metcalf, traveling instructor, also as- 
exchange subscribers. Again the num- sisted in presenting the traffic depart- 
ber was far in excess of the most opti- ment’s story. 
mistic estimate and from comments since 
received there is little doubt that the IN THE PICTURES: 


ee, oe ‘ " i tie er - 1) E. H. Wellman, area manager, explains 
ays Ww was of immeasurable value (1) 2 
day 2 vork ; the pictures of the Hebron tornado disaster 


in cementing friendly relations with our of 1953. This display created a great deal of 
Pent awe interest. (2) Margaret Bethscheider, chief 
customers. operator, describes switchboard operation to 
The Hebron office was spic and PB. M. W. Spohn. Though 99 years of age. 
; ; Dr. Spohn was interested in every phase of 
Span, while the adjacent garage had the telephone tour. (3) Beverly Wright at 
been cleared and made spotless to ac- ‘He Souvenir iable. (4) Regina Bethscheider 
. gives a demonstration of toll dialing. (5) Fran- 
commodate refreshment tables and the ces Marolf explaining switchboard operation. 
. . : Ges . (6) Display and refreshment room set up in 
oe ‘ 5 . ao 
historical display. Due credit must ad the garage—with three air-conditioning units. 
to Ernie Wellman, area manager, who (7) Bob Lemkau in the terminal room. (8) Joe 
aretall i. ad each detail 4 . Heance Adamson tells about coaxial cable. (9) The 
carerully planned eac etal in advance — wepron building. (10) Mary Wright, cashier, 
of the event. was the receptionist. (11) Ruth Rittenhouse 


Meese, Coca wae lela ae takes a turn at the toll dialing demonstration. 
essrs. Orman an evelan made (12) R. A. Francis tells the purpose of the 


full use of local personnel as guides and main frame. (13) The refreshment table, 
. is . always a popular spot. (14) Anita Williams, 
narrators; while Ed Flowerday,. Francis centey, discloses niysteries of switchboard. | 
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If anything would make the cus- 
tomers stay away from the Superior 
Open House in droves, a noonday tem- 
perature of 105 and a gully-washer in 
the early evening should have turned 
the trick. Both these obstacles of Nature 
came to pass but failed to deter or dim- 
inish the flow of visitors throughout the 
afternoon and evening. Once again ex- 
pectations were surpassed by reality, as 
1,123 interested guests were entertained 
and enlightened in their tour of the 
building on July 30. 


Betty Jo Schleif and Margaret Ann 
Hanson were receptionists; Frank Ku- 
bat, area manager, met and directed the 
crowd at the east gate; Boyd Imler and 
James Bauer were at the test board, 
Lloyd Whitney at the main frame; 
with Dale Bollman explaining the dis- 
plays, etc. Upstairs, Erma Keenan, chief 
operator, had help from Barbara White, 
Phyllis Biltoft and Joline Allington in 
explaining the switchboard; while Don- 
na Gillett and Faye Pettit worked the 
demonstration board. Francis Darnold 
revealed the innards of the switchboard 
and Edith Parsons passed out souvenirs. 
John Spady, Ed Flowerday and Joe 
Adamson from Hastings, were also on 
deck to lend a helping hand. 


Events of the day left their mark on 
both subscribers and telephone person- 


Open House at Superior 


nel. A new era has begun. Erma Keenan 
describes it best in a letter of report 
addressed to John Spady, district man- 
ager, the last two paragraphs of which 
are quoted below: 

“Today our office is back in its fa- 
miliar status of handling the business 
at hand. However, the operators at the 
switchboard tell me there has been a 
great change. People no longer seem so 
impatient. We are receiving a greater 
number of “thank you’s” than ever be- 
fore, for service rendered. 

“We, here, are glad we worked at a 
time when we could give our subscrib- 
ers a better understanding of telephone 
work. It is my estimation that what 
was spent in dollars and cents will 
return three-fold in a better under- 
standing subscriber, and our sincere 
thanks go to the personnel who made 
Open House a reality.” 


IN THE PICTURES: 


(1) Dale Bollman, combinationman, relates 
the story of the old dial telephone to an 
interested audience. (2) A balloon blowing 
contest. (3) Faye Pettit points out Superior’s 
long distance connections. (4) Donna Gillett 
demonstrates toll dialing. (5) Receiving the 
rose is Mrs. Don Mullet, nee Opal Mickish, 
former chief operator at Superior. At left is 
her daughter, Rita, and son, John. Behind 
counter, left to right: Margaret Hanson and 
Edith Parsons. (6) H. L. “Shrimp” Whitney 
unfolds the secrets of the main frame. 
(7) Greeting the multitude at the door is 
receptionist Betty Jo Schleif, right. (8) In the 
terminal room is James Bauer, combination- 
man. (9) Joline Allington, operator, at the 
switchboard. (10) Phyllis Biltoft also ex- 
Plains the workings of cords and plugs. 
(11) Ladies of the Presbyterian Guild at- 
tended the refreshment table. 
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Tuesday, August 24, was the big 
day for the Sutton exchange as 576 vis- 
itors streamed through the open doors 
for an inspection of the office and 
equipment. It was a long and busy 
period for the narrators who were Sta- 
tioned at strategic points along the line 
of march. They were never wanting for 
listeners, for the guests here displayed 
more than the usual amount of interest. 


The local forces received a fine assist 
from a Hastings delegation in staging 
a very successful Open House. 


IN THE PICTURES: 
(1) Area Manager Jack Mankamyer points 


out an early model telephone to Mr. and 


Open House at Sutton 


Mrs. F. C. Hanke. Mr. Hanke’s 93 years more 
than spans the entire life of the telephone. 
(2) Catherine Cassel, left, greets Mrs. Bess 
MacDonald Ebert, former operator, and her 
daughter, Mrs. Floyd Schmer. (3) Ed Flower- 
day explaining the cable display. (4) Georgi- 
anna Elfring, Hastings operator, lectures on 
toll dialing. (5) Mr. and Mrs. Fred Adkins 
were welcome guests. Mr. Adkins was area 
manager at Sutton at the time of his retire- 
ment in 1950. (6) Francis Darnold gives a dial- 
switch demonstration. (7) Max Steiger, center, 
was a night operator when the telephone in 
Sutton was young. He _ stands between 
Maxine Weseman and Georgianna Elfring. 
(8) Floyd Crewdson tells what happens when 
the dial is turned. (9) At the souvenir desk 
are Iris Ramsey and Kay Mankamyer. 
(10) Bob Hunzeker, combinationman, at left, 
at the display of historical telephones. 
(11) Maxine Weseman, Hastings operator, was 
also stationed at the toll dialing demonstra- 
tion board. (12) Mrs. Jack Mankamy®r. at 
left, was one of the church circle group who 
did the serving. 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


Ernest Wedgwood 
Lincoln 
40 Years 


J. M. Hobson 
Lincoln 
40 Years 


Forty-Nine Years 
Charles E. Cummings, Lincoln. 


Forty-Four Years 
Laura E. Douty, Seward. 


Forty Years 
J. M. Hobson, Ernest Wedgwood, Lin- 
coln; Sophia M. Windels, Syracuse. 
Thirty-Eight Years 
J. A. Mason, Hastings; W. H. Spurlock, 
Lincoln. 
Thirty-Seven Years 
A. O. Andrews, R. J. Donaldson, J. L. 
Lyne, H. C. Smith, Lincoln; W. A. Letel- 
lier, Nebraska City. 


Thirty-Six Years 
W. O. McOmber, Crete: D. R. Smith, 
Lincoln. 
Thirty-Five Years 
F. F. Kubat, H. L. Whitney, Superior; 
Hattie L. Marquardt, York. 


Thirty-Four Years 
Carolina A. Iwohn, Clatonia; H. F. Staley, 
Lincoln. 
Thirty-Three Years 
Eva F. Davis, Weeping Water; L. H. 
Pierce, Lincoln. 
Thirty-One Years 
R. H. Gray, Seward; Edith I. Mattson, 
Stromsburg: H. M. Studier, Lincoln. 
Thirty Years 
Lydia Kriegshauser, Seward. 


Twenty-Nine Years 
Myrtle M. Henline, Lincoln. 
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Lydia Kriegshauser Ruth Fleischmann 
Seward Lincoln 
30 Years 25 Years 


Sophia M. Windels F. F. Kubat 
Syracuse Superior 
40 Years 35 Years 


Twenty-Eight Years 
R. D. Andrews, B. J. Sievers, M. C. 
Walker, Vera M. Wasson, Lincoln; Vey 
Warren, Beatrice. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
G. E. Damon, Auburn; Reno J. Weis, 
Geneva; E. T. Dougherty, J. J. Eisenbarth, 
L. W. Neff, G. E. Walroth, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Six Years 
R. J. Connors, W. R. Knee, Lincoln; C. 
E. Hedstrom, Hastings; Kathryn M. Owens, 
Nebraska City; Alex Pauley, York. 
Twenty-Five Years 
Ruth A. Fleischmann, V. B. Musselman, 
Lincoln; F. D. Nave, Fairbury; Dora Plessel, 
Seward. 
Twenty-Three Years 
Hotilda A. Eurich, Friend; Camilla Selzer, 
David City. 
Twenty-One Years 
E. Pearl Barnhouse, Lincoln; Ruth M. 
Rittenhouse, Hebron; D. W. Smith, Be- 
atrice; Clara E. VanMatre, Ashland. 
Nineteen Years 
A. L. Ager, Alvina R. Miller, Lincoln. 
Eighteen Years 
G. T. Henderson, Lincoln; E. W. Neujahr, 


Syracuse. 
Seventeen Years 


Beryl I. Leslie, Fairbury; Ada I. Shipp, 
York. 


Fourtecn Years 
Rose E. Denson, Dorothy M. Waters, 
Nebraska City. 


Vv. B. Musselman F. D. Nave 
Lincoln Fairbury 
25 Years 25 Years 
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H. L. Whitney Hattie L. Marquardt 
Superior York 
35 Years 35 Years 


Thirteen Years 


H. E. Olsen, Wahoo; Vera M. Sweetser, 
Fairbury; J. R. Shipp, M. Gladys Trumble, 
Lincoln. 

Twelve Years 

Helen A. Adermann, Geneva; Knud Arn- 
gren, Ferne E. Burns, W. E. Hayes, M. E. 
Royce, R. A. Stall, D. W. Utterson, Lincoln; 
W. R. Behrns, Anna M. Sramek, Wahoo; 
O. B. Dill, David City; G. E. Eggleston, 
Pawnee City; Leta E. Holscher, Auburn; G. 
Jeanne Lytton, Fairbury. 


Eleven Years 
Artis M. Bowen, York; Lillian B. Camp- 
bell, F. P. Condos, Jean M. Vybiral, Lincoln; 
Audrey E. McKeown, Hastings; Ethel E. 
Park, Crete; Ricka G. Schenk, Fairbury; 
Mary A. Tackett, Nebraska City; Alys E. 
White, Beatrice. 


Ten Years 
Clara M. Chambers, Superior; L. J. Hanus, 
David City; Shirley M. Hess, I. L. Olson, 
Lincoln; Evelyn M. Menke, Beatrice; Lor- 
raine L. Steckly, Nebraska City; Ferne P. 
Wilger, York. 


Nine Years 
J. D. Behrns, David City; Claude Clary, 
Jr., Plattsmouth: H. G. Cudaback, Helen 
Hall, A. L. Higgins, C. F. Hutchison, Lin- 
ae Duane Grove, York; C. J. Novak, Ash- 
and. 


Eight Years 
Nettie P. Baker, F. L. McCormick, Donald 
R. McKean, Hastings; Emilie A. Bleich, Fair- 


Clara M. Chambers 
Superior 
10 Years 


Dora Plessel 
Seward 
25 Years 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES, 


$ 
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Lorraine L. Steckly 


I. L. Olson 
Lincoln Nebraska City 
10 Years 10 Years 


bury; Shirley N. Bauer, F. D. Hamilton, R. 
L. Hohnstein, J. D. Lewis, J. H. Louden- 
back, G. E. Obert, R. W. Swanson, H. D. 
Wart, R. M. White, Lincoln; B. T. Hayes, 
Edna D. Komma, Nebraska City; L. R. Reed, 
York; H. C. Rogers, Auburn; John Scheier- 


man, Geneva. 


Seven Years 


E. W. Drewel, E. O. Lytle, L. E. Reighard, 
Lincoln; Mary M. Goracke, Tecumseh; D. 
R. Joynt, Arline F. Wright, Hastings; Fran- 
ces Marolf, Hebron; M. L. Pilfold, Osceola. 


Continued 


Evelyn Menke 
Beatrice 
10 Years 


Shirley M. Hess 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


Six Years 
J. H. Bauer, R. M. Drake, R. H. Smith, 
Hastings; W. E. Berkland, G. R. Bossung, 
Wm. J. Cotton, Jr., L. G. Ellis, I. C. Helle- 
rich, M. E. Nickell, Berthamae Ward, R. R. 
Wendell, R. E. White, Lincoln; J. H. Buck, 
York; Ruby M. Clites, Nebraska City; Eve 
M. Dunning, H. F. Hansen, Lineah H. John- 
son, David City; J. L. Tuble, Fairbury; June 
I. Vanarsdall, Auburn; H. A. Williams, 
Pawnee City. 
Five Years 


R. H. Berggren, Ashland; Helen M. Cud- 


L. J. Hanus Ferne P. Wilger 
David City York 
10 Years 10 Years 


ley, Crete: R. H. Culver, R. H. Hunzeker, 
Sutton; E. A. Drake, F. L. Kipling, Lois J. 
Meyer, E. W. Moats, R. R. Schweitzer, 
Wilma C. Tussey, Carl A. VanLund, Lin- 
coln; Lou Ann Eisenhauer, Syracuse; Jolene 
J. Gauthier, B. C. Macholan, G. D. Murrish, 
G. L. Sinner, Hastings; Charlotte R. Jordan, 
Fairbury; Veltha B. Poggemeyer, Nebraska 
City; M. D. Sorenson, Wahoo; Donna J. 
Wehling, Beatrice; Esther E. Wittenberger, 
Alexandria. 


Marlis Lusch of the Wahoo traffic de- 
partment became the bride of Cpl. Harold 
Grubaugh at the First Lutheran Church in 
Wahoo on June 13. 


Dolores Oltman and Loal Genrich, Beat- 
rice Plant, were married June 27 in the 
Trinity Lutheran Church at Jansen. 

Maxine Pointer, Lincoln Traffic, be- 
came the bride of Capt. George Richert in 
a ceremony performed by Judge Ronin on 
July 3. 

Virginia Stiles, Lincoln Traffic, and Rob- 
ert Rowland were united in marriage July 3 
in the First Baptist Church in Lincoln. Rev. 
Perrin performed the ceremony. 

Trinity Lutheran Church in Lincoln was 
the scene of the wedding of June Werner, 
Lincoln Traffic, and Larry Hudson on July 
11. The ceremony was performed by Rev. 
Worthman. 

Maxine Stiegelmar, Lincoln Traffic, and 
Walter Petty were united in marriage July 
16 in the Trinity Methodist Church in Lin- 
coln. 

The wedding of Dorothy Brunmeier, Lin- 
coln Traffic, and Harvey Kriz took place at 
Marysville, Kansas, on July 26. 

Marilyn Fielder, Beatrice Traffic, and 
Raymond Saathoff were married August 1 
at the Methodist Church in Ellis. 

Madonna Gaddis, Superior Traffic, became 
the bride of Clifford Snavely at the First 
Baptist Church in Superior on August 1. 

The wedding of Beverly Hiskey and Carl 


Bender, Supply, took place at Grace Meth- 
odist church in Lincoln on August 1. 

Connie Cover and Jack Geist, Printing 
Service, were married August 7 at Minden. 

Judith Halbert, Lincoln Traffic, and John 
Dahl were united in marriage August 13 
in Our Saviours Lutheran Church in Lin- 
coln. 

The marriage of Irene Schidler, Beatrice 
Traffic, and John Erwin took place August 
14 at DeKalb, Illinois. 

Mary Anderson, Hastings Traffic, and 
Jerome Wailes were married August 21 at 
the Presbyterian Chapel in Hastings. 

Ann Landon, Hastings Commercial, and 
Lee Nowak were married August 21 at St. 
Cecilia’s Church in Hastings. The couple 
will live in St. Paul, Nebraska. 

Carol Gottula, Tecumseh Traffic, and 
Eugene Pope were united in marriage 
August 2 at the Baptist Church in Tecumseh. 
seh. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mrs. Ada Multer, mother of Darlene Mul- 
ter and Eloise Baldwin of the Lincoln trat- 
fic department passed away on June 8. 
Funeral services were held at Wadlow’s Mor- 
tuary in Lincoln. 

Mrs. Orval Noell, mother of Alice Noell, 
operator at Weeping Water, passed away on 
July 22. Funeral services were held on 
July 25. 

Mrs. Dorothea Zimmerman, mother of 
Edna Pflughaupt chief operator at York, 
died on August 14. Funeral services were 
held at St. John’s Lutheran Church in 
Seward. 
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BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


The following claims were paid 
by the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during the months 
of July and August: 


Primary Members: Herbert Huddleston, 
Lincoln Pensioner, $15.00; Dorcas Slater, 
Fairbury Traffic, $22.50; J. E. Ellis, Supply, 
$286.00, Harve Colvin, Lincoln Pensioner, 
$269.50; K. L. Paro, Humboldt Plant, $8.00; 
Verna Heins, David City Traffic, $10.00; E. C. 
Schrank, Lincoln Service, $13.50; R. G. Brun- 
ing, Pawnee City Plant, $70.00; Lois Meyer, 
Lincoln Commercial, $37.50; T. S. Burr, Hast- 
ings Pensioner, $12.00; Helen DeBord, Fair- 
bury Traffic, $62.80; J. H. Mankamyer, Sut- 
ton Non-functional, $9.50; E. Elaine Minnick, 
Hastings Traffic, $306.50; Alice Noell, Weep- 
ing Water Traffic, $254.25; L. C. Jenkins, Lin- 
coln Service, $7.50; A. E. Dulin, Lincoln 
Pensioner, $10.00; I. C. Haith, Humboldt Non- 
functional, $10.00; F. L. Tefft, Lincoln Pen- 
sioner, $272.00; A. E. Kilcoyne, Lincoln Ser- 
vice, $310.75; Mavis Vermeer, Supply, $240.55; 
Nancy Kops, York Traffic, $224.80; E. A. 
Drake, Lincoln Service, $265.50; R. R. Win- 
ders, Supply, $372.00; P. A. Wessel, Lincoln 
Service, $300.50; Mrs. Kennetha Perry, Lin- 
coln Traffic, $12.50: L. W. Neff, Lincoln Ser- 
vice, $10.00. 


Dependents: Mrs. A. E. Dulin, Lincoln, $15.- 
00: Mrs. I. C. Haith, Humboldt, $3.75; Mrs. 
George Mehuron, Beaver Crossing, $140.82; 
Mrs. Frank Nevitt, Beatrice, $234.38; Ken- 
neth Dill, David City, $15.00; Janet Hendrix 
Lincoln, $9.38; Judy Walker, Lincoln, $7.50; 
Patricia Neujahr, Syracuse, $169.43; Warren 
Drake, Tecumseh, $155.71; Mrs. W. R. Hud- 
dleston, Lincoln, $81.56; Danny Smith, Bea- 
trice, $37.50; Mrs. F. M. Crewdson, Hastings, 
$186.01: Mrs. W. K. Eltiste, Weeping Water, 
$22.50: Mrs. F. J. Bettenhausen, Lincoln, 
$4.50; Linda IKipling, Lincoln, $22.50; Eugene 
Schrank, Jr., Lincoln, $40.51; David Dunning, 
David City, $171.94; Steven Reighard, Lin- 
coln, $363.89; Mrs. W. D. Quinn, Lincoln, 
$562.05; Mrs. Arthur Balderson, Seward, $7.50; 
Mrs. Louis Cink, Wahoo, $4.50; Barbara Clif- 
ford, Lincoln, $11.25; Mrs. Dewey Olsen, Wa- 
hoo, $16.88: Mrs. T. B. Hedges, Lincoln, $19.50. 


6 les Employees’ Family Picnic was all set for Saturday, 
August 7. The date had been well publicized. Com: 
mittees had plotted and planned, and brought their labors 
to a close. The food was ordered and delivered. Every- 
thing and everyone was primed and ready. 
Then the rains came. 


The early part of the week brought gentle, intermittent 
showers; but on Friday, the day before the picnic date, the 
clouds turned wrong side out. Walter Roberts, picnic gen- 
eralissimo, watched the skies with waning hopes all through 
the afternoon. By four o'clock there was little doubt but 
that the picnic was rained out. 

Some sort of a record was set in getting notice of the 
postponement to the entire organization, even those in the 
far corners cf the territory, within the short space of an 
hour. It was done, however, in one of the finest examples 
of news coverage we have ever witnessed. 

So the picnic date was established for the next Saturday, 
August 14. The change called for some astute manipula- 
tion on the part of Loran Powell, general chairman, and 
members of the food committee, for the picnic viands were 
all purchased, ready to “brown and serve.” Most of the 
perishables were placed into deep freeze that afternoon to 
await the following week end. 

So it came to pass that the picnic was duly held on 
Saturday, August 14, almost between showers, in what will 
probably become the rainiest late summer in Nebraska's 
history. Despite threatening weather, a bumper crowd of 
1,055 registrants gathered from far and near to enjoy the 
annual event. 

A rugged softball game between the Beatrice and Lin- 
coln LT&T teams went extra innings before the Lincoln 
aggregation crossed the plate with the winning run. Charles 
Riedel, Bill Hartz and Jack Mankamyer acted as judges 
in the games and contests, which produced the following 
winners: 100 yard dash—Jack Powell. Football throw— 
Ronnie Cotton. 50 yard dash—Dennis Olson, Water 
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Fun and Fellowship Reign For a Day at Capitol Beach 


brigade—Rexine Bretta. Shoe race—Mr. and Mrs. John 
Findley. Run to mama race—Mike Hamilton. Leg race— 
Jack and Gary Powell. Baseball toss—John Mills. Shee 
kick—Deena Hamilton. Balloon race—Mrs, Jack Billings 
and Doyle Fisher. Boys’ football throw—John Hartz. 


Supper hour brought the usual deluge on the regis- 
tration table. Many learned to their discomfort that the 
old adage: “Come early and avoid the rush,” applies to the 
company picnic. The meal was outstanding in quality, 
abundance and service. It is to be regretted that we cannot 
give due and personal credit here to all who had part in its 
purchase, preparation and serving. There were an even 
dozen prizewinners drawn from the registration stubs, while 
Joe Adamson proved the winner of the guessing contest 
and Mrs. Ed Flowerday was revealed as the one who first 
identified Elmer Neujahr as the Mystery Person. 

While a goodly portion of the crowd remained at the 
supper tables to play Bingo (not a game of chance the way 
we play it!), the younger generation scattered about the 
grounds and soon the concessions and rides were groaning 
under the weight of telephone picnickers spending their 
free tickets. A total of 4,958 ducats were exchanged for 
the thrills of the merry-go-round, airplane spin, the bug, 
and other concessions. A new record. 

Walter Roberts, personnel director, and Loran Powell, 
general picnic chairman, have already expressed their thanks 
to the 85 committee workers for an exceptional job per- 
formed under the handicap of the week’s postponement. 
There was little doubt that our 1954 version was one of the 
noblest efforts in the long annals of picnic history. The 
general committee was composed of the following chairmen: 
Food—Myra Metcalf and Ray Baldwin. Publicity—Ken 
Boshart. Prizes—Larry Connealy. Properties—Lyman Neff. 
Registration—Bob Kennedy. Transportation—Russ Rauch. 
Serving—Helen Pickard. P.A. equipment—Howard Smith. 
Softball—Ralph Connors. Bingo—Harold Brady. Games 


and contests—Dean Hamilton. 
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Fighting the Flu 


Again this year the company has in- 
vited its employees to receive anti- 
influenza inoculations without charge. 
In a letter addressed to all employees 
by Walter F. Roberts, personnel direc- 
tor, it was stated that acceptance of the 
offer was entirely optional, but that 
approximately 400 employees have re- 
quested the inoculations each fall for 
several years past. 


A tentative date of September 22 has 
been established for Lincoln employees 
to receive the serum, with provision 
made for those who are unable to be 
available on this date to take theirs 
later at Dr. Finney’s office. The serum 
will be mailed to exchanges outside of 
Lincoln where it will be administered by 
local doctors who will be paid for their 
services by the company. 


Timber! 


The pins began to fall for telephone 
bowlers at Lincoln on September 1 
when the new season got under way at 
Bowlmor Lanes. A total of 61 names 
appear on this year’s roster for the 
They will — roll 


through a 35-week season. Team cap- 


eight-team _ league. 
tains have been assigned as follows: 
Loran Powell 
Lambert Eitel 
Jack Caldwell 
Norman Duer 
Ivan Doran 
John Backstrom 
Howard Sieler 


Russ White 


Engineers 

Inside Service 
Genl. Commercial 
Construction 
Switchroom 
Accounting 
Shop-Supply 


Outside Service 


Open Houses Marked Success 


Open Houses continued to spotlight 
company activities in the territory 
through July and August. During those 
months the exchanges at Geneva, He- 
bron, Superior, Sutton, Stromsburg and 
David City underwent inspection by 
their townspeople and customers. In 
each event the estimated attendance fig- 
ure was shattered as lines of guests 
coursed through the buildings from 1:30 
to 9:00 p.m. 

Space does not permit all these Open 
Houses to be pictured in this month's 
News. Those at Stromsburg and David 
City will be covered later. The affairs 
are sponsored by the general commer- 
cial department, in cooperation with 
district and local forces. A. B. Gorman, 
advertising manager, and L. W. Cleve- 
land, traffic chief, have attended all the 
Open Houses and deserve a big hand 
for the major roles they have played in 
making each an outstanding success. 


“Accounting” Has Two New 
Associate Editors 


Mary Boshart | - ‘Eunice Bailey 

A eee the accounting department now 
ensconced in separate sections, situ- 
ated in the basement, the third and 
fourth floors of the general office build- 
ing, the problem of adequate reporting 
of the doings and affairs of its divers 


« 


employees has been multiplied. Mary 
Boshart has been assigned to record the 
news of employees in the disbursement 
(fourth floor) and printing service 
(basement) sections; while Eunice 
Bailey will gather items concerning the 
folk of the revenue (third floor) sec- 
tion. Mary has acted as associate editor 
for a term or two in the years past. 
Eunice’s column will make its first ap- 
pearance in next month’s News. The 
ladies succeed Kay Cole, who has done 
a magnificent job for the News as ac- 
counting representative for the past 
several years. Our thanks to Mrs. Cole 
for her fine endeavors. 
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Applause for Wymore Girls 
JE ALL share in the pride that at- 


tends recognition of outstanding 
service by members of LT&T, but the 
girls of Wymore Traffic are entitled to 
preen a bit in being singled out in the 
nice compliment by Melvin D. Andres, 
who addressed the following letter to 
the personnel director at Lincoln: 


“Dear Sir: I have had the job of 
tournament director for a group of 
baseball tournaments held here at Wy- 
more during the past several weeks. 
It has been necessary for me to make 
a number of long distance calls. The 
information I had for placing the calls 
was very scant. Often I did not have 
the names and in most cases no num- 
bers at all, and had to impose on the 
good nature of the Wymore operators 
in placing the calls. 

“T simply want to inform you that I 
think these ladies are a most courteous 
and cooperative group of people. I 
know it is their j10b to make these calls 
but I think this particular group of 
operators go beyond most in being 
courteous and cooperative.” 


Commendation for 
Ashland Operator 


N a letter addressed to L. P. Young, 


general traffic superintendent, J. C. 
Grisinger, general superintendent of 
the C. B. & Q. railway, expressed his 
gratitude for exceptional service ren- 
dered by Ardis Henderson, Ashland 
operator, in a recent emergency. “Such 
service,’ said Mr. Grisinger, “is, [ am 
sure, quite typical of your operators.” 
He inclosed a copy of the letter he had 
written to Miss Henderson, which fol- 
lows: 

“The very exceptional and prompt 
service you rendered in summoning the 
fire department at Ashland the early 
morning of July 1, when fire occurred 
at our bridge north of Ashland, is fully 
appreciated. 

“The fact that within a period of but 
eight or nine minutes after you were 
contacted by our Mr. Squires, the fire 
department was at the scene of the fire 
speaks for itself, I am sure. 


“T apply this means of thanking you 
for a j30b well done.” 


From the Headlines 


A. M. Newens, area manager, Ne- 
braska City, was elected commander of 
the Adam Shellinger Post, American 
Legion, following a Post banquet July 7. 
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TELEPHONE FLOATS WIN ACCLAIM 


We are indebted to the lowly brush trailer for the es- 
sential foundation of two attractive floats used to represent 
the company in recent parades at Superior and Nebraska 
City. The floats were designed and decorated by LT&T 


personnel. 


At Superior the float on the left formed part of the 
gigantic parade on July 5. Labeled “Freedom of Speech,” it 
followed our 50th anniversary theme in comparing lineman 
and operators garb of the turn of the century to that of to- 
day. Left to right are Olga Anderson and Geraldine Williams 
with old-time costumes and headsets: Veda Parsons and 
Faye Pettit, with modern dress and equipment; Dale Boll- 
man, Betty Schleif and Lloyd Whitney. Jim Bauer drove the 


their spare time. 


truck. The decorations were placed by traffic personnel in 


At the right is the float which appeared in the Centen- 
nial Parade at Nebraska City August18, 20 and 21. Left 
to right are Vera Orton, Carol Broers, Mary Lou Gude and 
Marlene Shelton. The float was laboriously constructed by 
Ethyl Armstrong, Vera Orton and Carol Broers, with an 
assist from Ivan Livingston and others. Floral sheeting was 
used, over a chicken wire frame. The float has since been in 
such demand in the eastern part of the territory that the 
Nebraska City plant folk are wondering if they will ever 
get their brush trailer back. 


a 


HERE'S no doubt about it, Ernest 


Wedgwood intends to make a ca- 
reer of the telephone business! He 
wasn't so sure of that fact back in 1906 
when he first went to work for the 
ancient Saline County Telephone Com- 
pany. Rates were low and so were 
wages. “Wedge” soon left to seek a 
more lucrative field. 

Nine years later, in 1915, he returned 
to employment as lineman at the Wil- 
ber exchange, which had been pur- 
chased meanwhile by LT&T. His sub- 


sequent travels carried him through the 


ERNEST WEDGWOOD PASSES 40th MILESTONE 


Mr. Wedgwood receiv- 
ing his 40-year emblem 
from M. M. Hale, vice- 
president. Others in the 
group, from left, are: 
Ralph Connors, I. J. De- 
voe, Boyd Wedgwood, 
C. B. Meshier, Walter F. 
Roberts, K. L. Lawson, 
Clyde Wedgwood, C. F. 
Peachman and M. C. 
Walker. 


territory on a mule-drawn construction 
wagon. For several years he headquar- 
tered at Nebraska City, Wilber and 
Fairbury. He began his long residence 
in Lincoln as combinationman in 1928. 

On the event of his fortieth anniver- 
sary, Mr. Wedgwood was guest of 
honor at a luncheon served at the Corn- 
husker Hotel, as were his two sons, 
Boyd and Clyde. Boyd follows the 
parental footsteps as an employee of 
the company. Clyde is a musician and 
a member of the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra. 
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Attention All Hunters! 


OW that the hunting season is upon 

us, the National Rifle Association 

of America calls the primary rules of 

safe hunting to the attention of all 
sportsmen. 


KNOW YOUR GUN 

Be sure your gun and ammunition 

are in good condition. 

Learn to be a good shot. 
HANDLE YOUR GUN _ PROP- 
BRLY, 

Treat every gun as if it were 

loaded. 

Always point the muzzle in a safe 

direction. 

Be sure of your target. 

Practice self-control. 

Open the action and unload any 

gun which is not in use. 

Store hunting guns in a safe place. 
FULFILL YOUR RESPONSIBILI- 
TIES AS A SAFE HUNTER. 

Follow the rules of safe hunting. 

Know and observe the game laws. 

Be courteous and promote friendly 

hunter-farmer relations. 

Insist that your companions be 

sate hunters. 


35 Years Credit to 


Builders of SERVICE in the Auburn Area eee 


OWN in the southeast corner of our operating territory the Auburn 
Area girdles the counties of Nemaha and Richardson. LT&T dial 
exchanges are located at Brock, Peru, Brownsville, Johnson and Hum- 
boldt. Manual exchanges are operated at Auburn, Nemaha and 
Dawson. The Southeast Nebraska Telephone Company serves the 
connecting exchanges of Shubert, Stella, Verdon, Salem, Barada, 


Rulo and Falls City. 


IN THE PICTURES: (1) Dan Smith, district wire chief, visits the 
sanctum of Lloyd Oglesby, area manager. (2) Friendly service at 
Nemaha is furnished by these pleasant telephone ladies: Ferne Bade, 
chief operator, and daughters, Donna Rae and little Mary Ann. 


.3) “Let us spray,” says Don Clark, groundman and Emil McVay, a 
combinationman, of Auburn Plant. (4) Cecil Duryea, husband of | 
Dawson’s chief operator, takes an occasional turn at switchboard relief 
work. (5) Ina corner of the Auburn operators’ lounge. That's Wilma 


Bell at the mirror and Marilyn Coad, seated. (6) He’s probably 


HE camera recorded a eee mo- 


= climbed every pole in the area—veteran combinationman Jack Little, ' ment in the career of Belva But- 
= of Auburn ...and Brock. (7) Oakel Butler, service assistant, Auburn, ler, Unadilla chief operator, as she re- 
£ pens a note in the operators’ lounge. (8) George Damon, switchboard- ceived her 35-year service pin from 


man, Auburn, at the carrier and toll terminal panel. (9) S. M. Carr, 
combinationman, Auburn, about to depart for an afternoon of bug 
hunting. (10) In the Humboldt business office are Emma Lee DeJonge, 


Paul H. Henson, district manager. El- 
mer Neujahr, manager at Syracuse, and 


cashier, and Ivan Haith, manager. (11) Kenneth Paro, combination- A. M. Newens, area manager, Ne- 
man at Humboldt, and his trusty steed. (12) In the Auburn commer- braska City, also attended the pre- 
cial office we find Dorothy Biggerstaff, cashier. (13) Cement experts sentation. 


from Lincoln were running splash blocks at the Humboldt office. 
They are Don Bauer, warehouseman, and Jack Cox, building main- 
tenance mechanic. (14) Harry Rogers, combinationman, Auburn. He 


The entire unbroken span of service 
has been amassed at Unadilla since 


also appears on this month’s back cover. (15) Left to right, down the Miss Butler’s employment there in July 
Saw we . 4 ae = ' Auburn board are Shirley Bolejack, Frances Neil, Della Gerdes, 1919. She was an experienced operator 
Avs e” WG ie 2 : oe + , _ SS * _. .. Roberta Rademacher, Jane Vanarsdall and Reta Yates. (16) Vivian even then, having learned the manipu- 
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Kinghorn, chief operator, and Roberta Rebuck, service assistant, Au- 


burn. (17) Marcus E. Johnson, janitor at Auburn, at his “‘fixit’” bench. lation of cords and plugs at the Paw- 


nee Telephone Company some two 


Bagiasen ar (18) Myron Birdsley, wire chief, Auburn, finds all lines clear and 
_ working. (19) In Auburn Traffic lounge are Joan Stephens and Joan years before. Miss Butler became a 
Coatney. (20) At the Dawson switchboard, standing, is Frances member of the LT&T family when the 
Duryea, chief operator, with Shirley Laux, her able assistant. Unadilla exchange was purchased in 
1947, 
M N F | TRAFFIC 
Lets Meet Our New Emp oyees ec ee ee ee eee 
Bonnie J. Baehr ...... _..........Operator ... voceeeseseeeeLinColn ............6-28 
Exch. Emp. BHATON As Fae siciienctesccrssrnacptsrcciin IPOPATOR occ cecstencne: Ebel tc) 2: ron 8-16 
Name Position Date Idaline I. Bogle ..... Sescdeiipis iatidscectn SPICY AWOR 25056 eisees AXIDUTH: .2c0s.: 7-26 
Doris P. Eden ............ ese caaeverttel: Operator Seca ereeos Fairbury ..........8- 2 
ACCOUNTING Patricia R. Freeman 23S ats als CPPSB ALON i cdccees hv ecescers Lincoln ............7-19 
: : ; Darlene R. Gerard ........................2.22.. Operator ......................Geneva . .tT- 6 
Merridél Li. Belisle: 2....:ccccsssisccnis Machine Operator 0007-26 Mary L. Gleason ooo ceccccceseseeeeeeees Operator... Tincoln ... 8:8 
Annette R. Kash -............. eae ge ge, Machine Operator oes 8-16 RaeEllen J. Grannis (Re- E€MP.). ODESLALOL oci.c cc ncevcscssness Lincoln .. ee 
Marjorie A. Tvrz .............. sveseensenees Machine Operator |... 8- 2) patricia 1. Gregory oe ceceeeeeeeeeeeee Operator ...................... Wahoo 6-21 
Bernice Witkoski ...... saith a eriaaaiasaseainy Machine Operator .................0......-. 6-28 = porothy L. Grubaugh ..................... Operator ......................David City ......8- 3 
Wier. Lic TEMOSOR Sassen ceases Operator .... .. Superior 6-21 
coals mica Darlene J. Jones ........... Lendtensisewhe Operator sopecaiiuaes Beatrice 1-12 
p Ann J. McCabe ©0000. eee Chere oo... eee Lincoln 6-28 Alyce A. Keene 20... ean henie Operator _........Linecoln 8- 4 
4 Doris L. Wanzer .............-. ee eee CIS E cscaeresccieeenied Lae C OME SwracicaOMeU Ramona E. Kelsey .. ecesduat Operator (P.T.) ........Plattsmouth _...8- 9 
Z Lyanne P. Kruger .. bikie OTOIOT 2, scteoentse.cons Lincoln 8-16 
Ee eee Gertrude Little Thunger 
Zz TMoxielel. Be. - PVGQUY  wiseveccescnanivsenccdsesewnannes DIPSICSINGR: © itn adds PE eT | ot Or PREETI 6c Malad cdauendbcveace Operator — Lineoln 7-19 
Fe G. Irene Moorhatch Fi aperdaitis ...Operator . _..Lineoln 8-16 
2 sipebasmane ; Marjorie E, Mouden .......................Operator apissaive CORE levees TAD 
; iztoyat Co Met Me) =: 0) (Geeneaeamennrner peer Bese sane cantans Groundman, Exch. Ashland ............7-13 Helen M. Pliefke _.........Operator York . 8- 9 
¥ Sylvia R. Barnes .............. iaesatannnbes Service Operator ...Lincoln .8- 4 Hazel C. Rigole 7 _....... Operator — Yuineoln 8-16 
Matthew M. Brown, Jr. ................Routineman, COE .Lincoln 7- 6 Marilyn F. Sailors __. _..........Operator Auburn 6-29 
Sandra I. Carter ...............:..--.Clerk-Typist ..............Lincoln 7-12 Marilyn J. Sargent Operator David City 8- 3 
Don Holyoke ............... veceeeceseceeeeSanitor ........................Lineoln 7- 6 Carolyn R. Stone Ricreyecestéd Operator ......Superior . 6-21 
Velma R. Johnson ... steeesesoseoeeees Janitress (P.T.) ....Ashland ..........7-26 Wanda M. Slye Operator — Lineoln 6-28 
BOUDRY (Wi. TAPES: piste ene alee Groundman, Exch. York 8- 3. Jean C. Tegelhutter ................ Operator (P.T.) Syracuse 8- 9 
Taeelk: Ts: LIGSUNG in peessiecstek x beesnsavnaess Groundman, Exch, Auburn 8- 2. May L. Turney ......Operator Lincoln 8- 9 
Burdette C. Williams (Re- -emp.).. Groundman, Exch. York . 8- 3 Dorothy M. Waldemeier Operator Hebron 7-25 
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Leisure Hours for L. A. Stacy 
Phil Garvey Appointed Chief Clerk—Supply 
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L. A. Stacy P. J. Garvey 

HE retirement of Leon A. Stacy, 

chief clerk of the supply depart- 
ment, took place the last of July. 

We often speak of “active service” 
to signify those years which are in- 
scribed to the credit of an employee on 
his service record. The words take on 
a fuller meaning when applied to L. A. 
Stacy. Through the reach of more than 
35 years from his first to last day on 
the job—he never ceased to exuberate 
his entire capacity of energy and en- 
thusiasm to any task that was before 
him. 

Mr. Stacy joined the company as a 
shopman in December 1918. Since 
then nearly all his efforts have been 
allotted to the supply department; first 
as clerk, then as supply accountant, 
and finally as chief clerk. The latter 
position he has held since May 1944. 
He served with great distinction in the 


Pioneer Fishing Stag 


Hughes Bros. Cabin, Aug. 28, 1954 
By Claude Helm, Chairman 


It was hot! (90°)—It was humid! 
(100% )—but fifty-eight tried and true 
men and boy Pioneers left their home 
air-conditioners, their electric fans and 
their spouses and attended the semi- 
annual fishing stag. The steaks, as usual, 
were “par excellent” as is always the 
case when prepared by Ed Imig’s and 
Bob Gray’s crew. Space has always been 
given to praise our members who work 
and serve on our committees, but we 
can never have enough space to give 
just praise to the old boy who really 
pitches from the time a stag is talked 
about until the final lights are turned 
out, so this is the chairman's opportun- 
ity to put in print: —Thanks, Ray Bald- 
win. I'd be lost without you. (Other 


Pioneer chapter, of which he was a 
charter member. His many assignments 
in committee work and two terms as 
secretary were rewarded in 1951 by 
his election as president. 

The Stacys plan to maintain their 
residence in Lincoln though there are 
plans for a journey in the near future 
to the island of Trinidad, off the coast 
of Venezuela, where their son, How- 
ard, is employed as a geologist for an 
oil company. Both Howard and their 
daughter, Margaret, will be remem- 
bered as former employees of the com- 
pany. 

Phillip J. Garvey has been appoint- 
ed to fill Mr. Stacy’s former position. 
Mr. Garvey’s telephone experience 
dates from his employment as ground- 
man for the construction department 
in May 1937. Later he was clerk and 
material inspector in the supply de- 
partment. His work was interrupted by 
two terms of military service, dating 
from February to September 1941, and 
from February 1942 until the war’s 
end. His tour of duty carried him to 
Italy and Germany. Returning to the 
company in 1945, Phil has worked as 
combinationman and _ installer-repair- 
man, COE, until his present promo- 
tion. For several years past he has 
served as president of Local 7470, 
CWA-CIO. 


members of the committee—Bob Gray, 
Waldo McDowell and Ed Imig—agree 
with this statement 100 per cent.) 

The afternoon and evening were 
spent at cards and yarn-spinning, and 
believe you me, Ted Hughes and Jim 
Dudgeon can really spin them. 

Smick Williams and Ralph Wait 
fished Lincoln Creek on their way down 
and showed us some mighty nice bull- 
heads. 

Attention, Mrs. Hale, Mrs. Lawson, 
Mrs. Eno, Mrs. Sievers and Mrs. 


Snavely—Your husbands are all expert 


“cleaner-uppers.” You have trained 
them well. 
Mr. Seaton says ‘Thanks’ 
T ALL began when Bruce Sievers 
bought a birthday card to send to 
Guy O. Seaton, former personnel di- 


rector. Other folks about the office 
wanted to add their names to the greet- 
ing—and then came those from various 
departments about the general office 
and 15th and M buildings to affix their 
signatures to corners and borders of the 
card. When the message was sealed and 
mailed there were no less than 130 well 
wishers represented. Mr. Seaton was 
more than happy to receive the remem- 
brance. He called the News office to 
ask that his “thank you, everybody” be 
printed for all to see. 

It’s good to know that Guy is feel- 
ing quite chipper, and continues to show 
improvement in health following his 
long and critical illness. 


Mr. and Mrs. Carl Franzen are the par- 
ents of a son, Brian Lee, born June 24. Carl 
is a member of the Pawnee City plant de- 
partment. 

Cynthia Lee Albert, brand new daughter 
of Mike and Lucille Albert, made her ap- 
pearance on July 3. Mama Lucille is an 
operator at Wahoo. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Miller announce the 
birth of a girl, Heidi Ann, born July 28. 
Mrs. Miller is a member of the Wahoo 
traffic department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Brehm made the ac- 
quaintance of their baby daughter, Randi 
Cay, on August 14. Ed is a member of the 
engineering department in Lincoln. 

A 1/C and Mrs. Ronald M. Martin of 
Cheyenne, Wyoming, are the parents of a 
son, Ronald M. Jr., born August 22. Ron- 
ald is on military leave of absence from the 
°3”" Office. Mrs. Martin is the former Fredon- 
na Kuchera, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Kuchera. 

A daughter, Lizbeth Ann, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Paul Henson on August 23. Mr. 
Henson is eastern district manager in Lin- 
coln. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Glass are the parents of 
a baby boy, Gregory Scott, who made his 
appearance on August 27. The proud 
mother, Mary Lou, is a member of the engi- 


C. L. Blodgett Dies 
in Wisconsin 


ORD has been received of the 

death of Charles L. Blodgett, for- 
mer toll wire chief, at Fon du Lac, 
Wisconsin, in early August. Mr. Blod- 
gett’s employment with the company 
dated from 1914 to 1920 and from 
1934 to 1937. He served as toll wire 
chief from 1916 to 1920. 


PROMOTIONS—TRANSFERS—TITLE CHANGES 


V. B. Musselman 
Engineer 
Lincoln 


Accounting 


Katherine Cole, machine operator to advanced 
clerical, Lincoln. 


Commercial 
Marcelene M. Behrends, operator, Traffic, 


to clerk, Auburn. 


Anna Mae Caldwell, clerk to cashier, Hast- 
ings. 

Shirley F. Nincehelser, clerk, Auburn to 
Lincoln. 


Velora Novotny, clerk to teller, Lincoln. 


Mary J. Arthur 
Service Assistant 
Lincoln 


R. T. Wakeman 
Engineer 
Lincoln 


Betty A. Shepherd, operator, Traffic, to 
clerk, Fairbury. 


Engineering 
V.B. Musselman, engineering assistant to en- 
gineer, Lincoln. 


R. T. Wakeman, engineering assistant to en’ 
b e c 
gineer, Lincoln. 


Plant 
R. E. McCall, combinationman, Tecumseh, to 
routineman, Lincoln. 
M. O. Schneider, equipment repairman to 
installer-rrepairman, COE, Lincoln Supply. 


G. Ella Ferguson Edna Komma 
Service Assistant 


Service Assistant 


David City Nebraska City 


W. M. Sherman, switchman to installer-re- 
pairman, COE, Plattsmouth. 

Sharon D. Smith, service operator to clerk- 
typist, Central Plant. 

H. G. Taedter, combinationman to switch- 
boardman, Hebron. 


Traffic 
Mary J. Arthur, operator to service assistant, 
Lincoln. 
G. Ella Ferguson, operator to service assist- 
ant, David City. 
Edna Komma, operator to service assistant, 


Nebraska City. 


35 YEARS FOR FRANK KUBAT, HATTIE MARQUARDT and LLOYD WHITNEY 


RANK F. KUBAT, area manager 

at Superior, observed his 35th an- 
niversary of employment with the com- 
pany on August 5. In the picture of 
the pin presentation at Superior, Frank 
is sandwiched between two of the 
company's tallest men: K. L. Lawson, 
general commercial superintendent, at 
left, and John Spady, district manager 
at right. 

Mr. Kubat’s service record begins 
with his employment as third-class line- 
man at Hastings August 5, 1919. He 
came to Geneva as lineman in 1920 
and in August 1925 was promoted to 
manager at Shelby. Less than a year 
later a vacancy occurred at Geneva, 
and Frank returned as manager. In 
January 1931 he was transferred to Su- 


perior as manager. He was named area 
commercial manager in February 1934 
and area manager in January 1939. 


HATTIE F. MARQUARDT received 
her emblem for 35 years continuous 
service on the anniversary of her em- 
ployment as student operator at York 
on August 21, 1919. In the lengthened 
span of years since then, Miss Mar- 
quardt’s pleasant voice has become well 
known to two generations of York sub- 
scribers, and her efficiency in weaving 
telephone pathways has often proved 
invaluable to her subscribers. In the 
is presenting the emblem, while Ster- 
ling Nelson, area manager, and Artis 
Bowen, S. A. in charge, look happily on. 
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H. L. WHITNEY, combinationman, 


; fo 2 q Xro ¢ oe 
Superior, also rounded out his 35 years 


of service in early August. The picture 
records the pin presentation by M. C. 
Walker, assistant to the general plant 
superintendent. Frank Kubat, area 
manager, stands at right. 

Lloyd joined the ranks at David City, 
but came into Lincoln in 1923 where he 
gathered three years experience in the 
commercial department. He returned 
to David City in 1926; became Osceola 
manager in 1932; David City wire chief 
in 1934; and transferred to Superior in 
1936, where he has compiled the bal- 


ance of his long employment record. 
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PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 
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© Ae Eastern District 


Betty Miles, 
Associate Editor 


David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


This is one time of the year the girls 
are glad to work in the air conditioned 
operating room. ... One of our many va- 
cationeers was Lucille Helgoth, who spent 
her vacation at St. Libory helping her 
brother with the harvest... . Eve Dunning 
and her family went to Denver and Colo- 
rado Springs. We are sorry to hear that 
Eve’s son was stricken with polio. However, 
he is getting along as well as can be ex- 
pected. Irene Swan spent her two 
weeks at home, taking side trips here and 
there. Betty Ladwig, along with her family, 
spent a few days in South Dakota fishing. 
Kenny and Ella Ferguson idled away their 
time at Colorado Springs, and Ben and 
Mary Docekal toured through the state of 
Wisconsin. Herman Hansen returned with 
a good tan after working in the harvest 
fields near Brule. . Lineah Johnson of 
the commercial department is recuperating 
from surgery and expects to be with us 
soon. 


Nebraska City Area 


Carol Broers, Norma Dettmer and 
Lorraine Steckly, Correspondents 


There is still lots of vacation news this 
month. Ivan Livingston spent his vacation 
fishing in Minnesota. Deroy Helfer spent 
a few days visiting in Hebron. Lillian 
Bader vacationed in Decatur, Illinois, while 
Ruby Clites spent hers in Oregon. Bon- 
nie Biggs vacationed in California and 
Margaret Watkins visited her mother in 
Union. Mary Tackett went to Estes Park 
and Denver. Others who had _ vacations 
during the months of July and August were 
Carol Broers, Mary Ross, Violet Peterson, 
Erman Wheatcraft, Gregg Durr, Marvin 
Welch, Johnny Richards and Clarence 
Jennings. Those on the sick list are 
Josephine Placek, Cleora Lawrence, Violet 
Peterson, and Al Letellier. ... Mr. Newens 
assisted at the Open House held at Wa- 
hoo, September 2nd. He reports there was 
a very good turn-out. ... The commercial 
department, with the help of George Keith, 
has acquired a new fan to keep things cool 
during the remaining warm days of the 
season. . .. Mrs. Armstrong was guest of 
honor at a dinner held at Ulbrick’s Cafe 
on August 30. Mrs. Armstrong was pre- 
sented with a gift. She retired Septem- 
ber lst, and expects to go to Seattle, 
Washington, to live with her son, Max. We 
all hate to see her leave. ... Gregg Durr 
and Carol Broers took part in the Centen- 
nial Pageant ‘Prairie Panorama” during 
pageant week. They went to Lincoln 
September 4 and 5 when the Pageant was 


Ethyl Armstrong, cashier, and _ Lillian 
Bader, chief operator, Nebraska City, in their 
“Centennial Week” costumes. 


presented at the State Fair. ... With the 
help of Mrs. Armstrong and Ivan Living- 
ton, Vera Orton and Carol Broers finally 
finished the float by Parade Day. The 
float was used in three parades at Nebraska 
City, and some of the other exchanges 
have expressed their desire to use the 
float. . . . Mary Lou Gude is wearing a 
diamond on that certain finger. . . . Ap- 
pendectomies seem to be the fad in Syra- 
cuse. Norma Jean Dettmer started the ball 
rolling last March, Patty Neujahr joined up 
in July, and in August the latest victim 
was Barbara Neemann. Everybody is now 
wondering who will be next. ... Vacations 
are also in full swing. Virginia Shields 
went to Chicago and reports a wonderful 
time. Delores Bauer spent a lazy two weeks 
at home just eating and sleeping. Barbara 
Neeman spent her vacation resting after 
her appendectomy. Norma Jean Dettmer 
and husband went to Grand Teton, Yellow- 
stone and Glacier National Parks and then 
to Banff and Jasper Parks in Canada, re- 
turning across Canada by way of the Lake 
of the Woods and Minnesota. Elsie France 
spent several days visiting her daughter in 
Oklahoma City. Phyllis Beers was a 
bridesmaid in a friend’s wedding. She went 
to Lincoln on a big shopping spree and 
had the misfortune of the car breaking 
down. Phyllis had to walk the last 22 
blocks and returned home on the _ bus. 

Elmer Neujahr and family attended 
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the company picnic in Lincoln. Mr.) Neu- 
jahr pulled the big surprise by being the 
Mystery Man. Pauline Coe, Douglas 
chief operator, spent her vacation at home 
and at Indianola. ... Hazel West, Unadilla, 
spent her vacation on a fishing trip to 
Dent, Minnesota. 


Platitsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 

Marvin Koch has returned to work look- 
ing very chipper after a vacation in the 
Colorado mountains. Bob Humiston also 
took part of his vacation, spending it in 
Kansas visiting relatives. Helen Ofe is 
back from a vacation spent in a leisurely 
manner at home. The Don Rutledge family 
vacationed in Colorado. Eleanor Lane spent 
part of her vacation in Portland, Oregon. 
Nancy Behrns was also on vacation. Eliza- 
beth Nichols returned from her vacation 
in eastern Iowa, Illinois and Missouri. 
Pauline Reckard, on vacation, is enjoying 
getting acquainted with her new daughter- 
in-law. Her son, Dale, was married August 
18th. . . . Thelma Tritsch spent her vaca- 
tion in New York visiting her brother, Dr. 
Kroeler and family. She had the thrill of 
touring the UN _ Building, seeing the 
Broadway hit “Can Can” and many other 
interesting spots. Perhaps one might add 
the parachute jump at Coney Island made 
her feel her “‘youthful days” are at an end. 
... K. L. Lawson and A. M. Newens were 
visitors in the office this month... . Claud 
Clary and W. Sherman are back to work 
after a sojourn on military leave. 
Norma Porter has returned to work having 
been in the hospital for an appendectomy. 


Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 


Vacations are still in full swing. Lydia 
Kriegshauser spent three weeks in Oregon 
visiting her sister. Gladys Walker spent 
her vacation at home. R. H. Gray and 
family plan to camp out for a week in 
South Dakota. Dick Fischer scheduled 
his vaction during the State Fair to oper- 
ate a hamburger stand. Hope all of you 
tried his juicy hamburgers. .. . Mrs. Meyer 
very proudly showed off her granddaughter 
Linda recently. . . . The Seward men are 
starting a bowling team this year and will 
wear blue and gold shirts for identification. 
Several of the girls will bowl on different 
teams. ... R. H. Gray and Jerry Shipley 
helped at Open House at David City. Visi- 
tors attending from Seward were Martha 
Merz, Vera Schluckbier, Berniece Mueller 
and Laura Douty. ... Donald Nelson, travel- 
ing auditor, was here recently. . . . Helen 
Norwood and husband attended the funeral 
of her husband’s father in Minnesota re- 
cently. . . . With the duck season coming 
up, Elmer Bean and Jerry Shipley rented 
a duck blind. They hope some blind ducks 
might come whizzing by. 


Wahoo Area 

Leona Yarmon and Lura Blackman, Correspondents 

Vacations are still in progress and among 
those sporting a beautiful tan after her 
trip to Colorado is Jean Nelson. Wished she 
could have brought back some of the ice 
and snow. By the way, speaking of ice, she 
is sporting a very pretty diamond on the 
proper finger and the wedding date is set 
for September 2... . Loretta Vaca spent a 
week of her vacation at home taking life 
easy and doing the very least possible like 
everyone else these hot days. . . . Short 
trips include that of Pat Gregory and her 
husband, who went to the Ozarks. Most of 
their time was spent fishing but we never 
hear any of the fish stories. Maybe it was 
too hot to reel in the big ones. . . . Melvin 
Sorenson and family went to the far part 
of Minnesota to do some fishing. 
Spending a lovely vacation on the beaches 
of Sunny California were E. L. Dorland 
and family. Hope he will be generous 
enough to show us some of the pictures he 
took. . . . Ethel Daharsh started out on 
what she hoped would be a restful time 
but was sidetracked when a fall from a 
ladder gave her a reason to say “My ach- 
ing back.’’ She suffered a dislocated verte- 
bra. She has returned to work but not 
completely recovered. The new air condi- 
tioner at Ashland has been greatly appreci- 
ated through these extremely hot days... . 
Wilma Lowell spent a week of her vacation 
at home. Ed Butler and family en- 
joyed a vacation trip to California and 
Mexico. Gladys Ball’s brother-in-law, 
Elmer Dahlstrom, passed away last week. 
We extend our sincere sympathy. 
Lura Blackman was presented with a 15- 
year service pin recently. She is mighty 
proud of it.... We are going to miss Mrs. 
Goodfellow after so many years of faithful 
service. Many good wishes go with her in 
the future... . The bright light in Patsy 
DeHart’s eyes goes well with the “sparkler” 
on her left hand. Congratulations and best 
wishes, Patsy. 


Paula Otte, 
Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Marcelene Behrends and Emma Lee DeJonége, 


Correspondents 


Rita Yates held open house in her new 
home Monday evening, August 16. The 
traffic and commercial girls, and their fam- 
ilies, were invited. Each brought a covered 
dish and after a delicious meal the evening 


was spent socially. .. . Traveling Instructor 
Merlie Markuson visited Auburn Traffic 
July 14 and 15.... Leta Holsher spent her 


vacation visiting relatives at Unadilla and 
Pierce. Joan Stephens spent a_ four-day 
week end visiting relatives in Colorado and 
Wyoming and returned with a terrific sun- 
tan. Marcus Johnson spent his vacation vis- 
iting and fishing with relatives in Sidney, 
Iowa. Lloyd Oglesby vacationed a week at 
York. George Damon’s vacation was spent 


Regina Bethscheider Passes 


35-Year Anniversary 


i hie happy lady, second from left, 

is Regina Bethscheider, Hebron, 
who is contemplating the beauty of 
the 35-year service emblem being pre- 
sented to her by John Spady, district 
manager, Hastings. Completing the 
group in the picture are Margaret 
Bethscheider, chief operator; E. H. 
Wellman, area manager; and H. G. 
Taedter, switchboardman, all of He- 
bron. 


Miss Bethscheider belongs to the 
company’s royal family of telephone 
operators. Her 35 years, added to the 
service records cf her sisters Mar- 
garet and Mary, brings a grand total 
of more than 108 years of the highest 
quality service to Hebron telephone 
subscribers. 


adding a utility room to his home. Dorothy 
Biggerstaff vacationed at home, relaxing 
and entertaining her niece from Missouri. 
... Those from Auburn attending the Sid- 
ney Rodeo were Joan Coatney, Della Gerdes, 
Alva Remmers, Marilyn Coad and Marcus 
Johnson. .. . Houghton Furr, Walter Rob- 
erts and Joe Hartley took pictures of the 
commercial and plant departments in the 
area recently. We enjoyed their brief visit. 
... Don Haith, son of Manager Ivan Haith, 
has returned to San Diego after spending 
a fourteen-day leave at Humboldt. Don 
is in the Navy. ... Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth 
Paro went to Grand Island to attend the 
funeral of Mrs. Paro’s grandfather. ... Ivan 
Haith is the proud owner of a new Bel-Air 
two-tone Chevrolet. Frances Duryea, 
chief operator at Dawson, spent July 11 in 
Lincoln visiting her mother. She also went 
to the Hayloft Theatre stage show, which 
she enjoyed very much. 


Beatrice Area 
Phyllis Morgan, Correspondent 
With summer almost gone, some girls 
are still enjoying their vacations. Betty Cul- 
lison vacationed in Galveston, Texas, visit- 
ing friends and swimming in the Gulf... . 
Marilyn Fielder became “Mrs. Saathoff”’ 
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during her vacation. Our best wishes to you, 
Marilyn. . . . Mrs. Cooper vacationed in 
Topeka with her sister... . Dorothy Hubka 
remained close to home except for spending 
a few days at the Burwell Rodeo... . Alice 
Reents and family spent a pleasant vaca- 
tion in Colorado. ... So far as we know, 
Virginia Coons vacationed quietly at home. 
. . . Mrs. Haroid Block is patiently waiting 
for her papers, in order to sail to Germany, 
where she will be with her husband. We'll 
miss you, Ruth. 
Crete Area 
Loretta Mclinay, Correspondent 


The operators’ lounge at Crete received 
a recent face-lifting. Elizabeth Johnson, 
chief operator, is now busy making drapes. 
A few more finishing touches and we’ll 
really have a lounge to be proud of. ... We 
were happy to have the Board of Directors 
visit us at Crete on their brief stop-over 
en route to Fairbury. We hope they enjoyed 
being here as much as we enjoyed having 
them. .. . Our vacationers’ report could be 
titled “A Good Time Was Had by All.” 
Freda Keller, night operator, spent a few 
days of her vacation in Denver... . Lydia 
McGuire, traffic, returned from her vacation 
spent with her family touring Colorado and 
Utah. They chose the southern route through 
Colorado to Salt Lake City and visited in 
Provo, Utah, with relatives. On their return 
they drove through northern Colorado and 
visited at Evergreen for several days... . 
Your reporter is happy to be back at work 
after an enjoyable vacation spent in the 
Black Hills with the family. . . . Leslie 
Burch, plant department, and wife Donna, 
Traffic, visited at Nebraska City and also 
spent a few days with relatives at Mahaska, 
Kansas. . . . Caroline Iwohn, Chief Operator 
at Clatonia, enjoyed her three-weeks vaca- 
tion at home. 
Fairbury Area 
Velda Wagner, Correspondent 
Centerville, South Dakota, was the spot 
Emilie Bleich selected for her vacation, 
which was spent visiting with her sister and 
family. . . . Betty Shepherd vacationed at 
home and in Lincoln. Victor Cacek, 
janitor, spent his vacation at home... . Earl 
Schemmerhorn, plant department, enjoyed 
a week around home and at the horse races. 
Say, Earl, “Can I borrow fifty cents?” ... 
Jack Ruble, Plant, is vacationing at home. 
Not all vacations are pleasant and 
Durwood Gollehon’s first week was fine, 
but during his second week a wood tick 
came along and bit him, resulting in the 
loss of about fifteen pounds in four days. 
That’s one way to lose weight in a hurry, 
but probably most of us wouldn’t want to 
try this method. Durwood is finally gain- 
ing his weight back and beginning to 
look like himself again. . . . Arline 
Cline, Commercial, is taking a leave of 
absence. Betty Shepherd transferred 
from ‘Traffic to take Arlene’s’' place 
as clerk. ... A Pink and Blue Shower was 
given for Arlene Cline and Eileen Robinson. 
Hostesses were Edna Schoenrock and Velda 
Waener. ... Charles Kermoade, manager at 
Western, has recovered from the mumps 
and is back on the job again. Welcome back, 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Goracke, Correspondent 

Vacations are in full swing and the re- 
turning travelers have much to tell about 
places visited and things they have seen. 
Bill Eckles’ route went through Colorado 
and Wyoming, to Yellowstone National Park, 
and home through the Badlands of South 
Dakota. Henri Goracke’s time was fully 
occupied with the B. F. in Wichita, Kansas. 
Henri tried her skill at handling a motor 
boat with not too successful results. It’s a 
good thing she can swim. ... Harold Drake, 
in company with a few other fishermen, 
made a trip to Rainy Lake in Canada and 
brought back his limit of fish. The rest 
of the vacation was spent visiting son Mor- 
ris in camp at Colorado Springs. ... Jim 
Smith traveled through the Black Hills and 
Ted Husing roamed through Missouri... . 
Raymond Johnson and Dick McCoy used 
their respective vacations to visit relatives, 
and Hilda Ramsey found enough to keep 
her busy at home. Hilda was one of the 
winners in a contest, and she’s real proud 
of the diamond she won and had mounted. 
... Mary Meister’s vacation trip took her 
through the southwest and on to California, 
where she visited relatives and friends in 
various cities. The most interesting event 
was deep sea fishing 45 miles out in the 
Pacific, where three salmon were caught... . 
Vacationers at Pawnee City included George 
and Edith Eggleston in Colorado; Avis 
Collar moving into a newly-purchased home; 
and Harold Williams busy at his home. The 
latter two with their respective mates also 
took in the Sidney Iowa Rodeo. 


? Western Distinct 


Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
Velma Bock, Correspondent 
No matter what time of the year, it seems 
as though someone is always skipping off 
on a much needed vacation, and following 
this tradition is Eita Griffin, Traffic. Eita 


is spending a three-weeks vacation in Cali- 


fornia visiting relatives and sightseeing. .. . 
Area Manager and Mrs. Crew spent two 
weeks with their daughter and family at 
North Platte. ... The big occasion in our 
office was the Open House. We had a grand 
turnout of subscribers, but now we are glad 
it is over and we can get those tired aching 
feet back to normal. 


Hastings Area 


Luetta Bacon, Correspondent 


We are happy to have Elaine Minnick 
back with us. She has been absent due to 
illness. . . . Evonee Snyder is recuperating 
at home following a week in the hospital. 

Carol Banta, a former operator who 
now lives in Pennsylvania, dropped in for 
a visit. ... Joan Bangert is proudly sport- 
ing a new diamond ring. ... Arline Wright 
visited her sister and her new niece in 
Amarillo, Texas. Donna Larsen spent 
her vacation at home just relaxing. 
Moreane Alldritt journeyed to Minnesota for 


R. A. Francis, combinationman, Hebron, and 
his “lazy man’s invention” for measuring 18- 
foot clearance of cable and wires over streets 
and alleys. Best part about it is—it works. 


some fishing. We have been hearing all 
about the big ones. Marie Pearson, 
chief operator, traveled to California and 
Washington on her vacation. . . Jean 
Meisenbach, Hastings Commercial, spent 
her vacation in Dallas and Denver. 
Hebron Area 
Mary Boyce, Correspondent 

Vacations are about to come to an end, 
but from all reports everyone enjoyed his 
very much. . . . Mary Bethscheider spent 
her vacation on a tour of the Black Hills. 
. . . Regina Bethscheider spent a very rest- 
ful vacation at the Elms Hotel in Excelsior 
Springs, Missouri. Margaret Beth- 
scheider spent her vacation in Colorado. . . 
Lila Keim spent hers in Lincoln. Her 
brother was in the hospital there with polio 
but is now home and _ showing improve- 
ment. . .. Mr. and Mrs. Heine Taedter 
traveled to California. They report a very 
nice time, but were ready to come back to 
Nebraska. . .. Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Fran- 
cis went to Estes Park and Grand Lake, 
Colorado. ... Mr. and Mrs. Bob Lemkau 
and Patty traveled to the Black Hills... . 
Norma Maschmann is a happy person these 
days. She is the proud owner of a ney 
Buick. 

Stromsburg Area 
Betty Beebe, Correspondent 

We still have a few vacationers. Bill 
Barry and Edith Mattson are taking theirs 
this month. Both are spending their time 
at home. .. . On August 14, Ralph Wait, 
Marvin Pilfold and their families enjoyed 
the employees picnic in Lincoln. . . . Due 
to the heavy rains the past few weeks, the 
boys have been busy replacing protectors 
and fuses. ... The office was redecorated 
for the Open House on August 26. 

Superior Area 
Betty Jo Schleif, Correspondent 

Beverly Blacksher, a former operator, ac, 
companied by her mother and small daugh: 
ter, Debbie, visited the Suyerior office. .. . 
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Mrs. Bonnie Jensen has returned from her 
vacation after visiting many interesting 
points in California. 
Tieskoetter spent her vacation in and around 


Mrs. Josephine 


Denver. . . . Mary Hudson has returned to 
work following her recent illness. ... Joline 
Allington, a recent bride, is confronted with 
the usual trials of a new housewife—burns, 
cuts and dinner guests with no time to 
prepare dinner. 


Sutton Area 
Catherine Cassell, Correspondent 


Mr. and Mrs. P. V. Eckles and Dick 
attended the wedding of John W. Eckles at 
Greeley, Colorado. ... Mr. and Mrs. Bob 
Culver and Bobby spent June 28 to July 
10 at Yellowstone and the Black Hills. ... 
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Moorhead and Beverly 
spent August 9 to 21 at Seattle, Washing- 


ton. ... The P. V. Eckles family were re- 
cent visitors in Scottsbluff and Gering. 
York Area 


Virginia Petersen, Correspondent 


Vacations are now in full swing. Minnie 
Sanmann spent hers in Wyoming visiting 
her sister... . LaRene Busler and husband 
traveled to Colorado Springs. ... Lois Miller 
went to Arcadia to visit relatives and 
friends. Ferne Wilger enjoyed her 
vacation by staying home for a few days 
and then journeying to Oklahoma City... . 
Imogene Folley and family spent some time 


in Minnesota fishing. ... The Groves and 
the Nelsons also spent part of their vaca- 
tion fishing in Minnesota. ... Other people 


on the vacation list this month are Margaret 
Sundberg, Arlene Reetz, Genevieve Graff, 
Alice Peters, Delores Reetz, and Edna 
Pflughaupt. ... “Rocky” Light and Artie 
Bowen were anxiously awaiting September 
3 when they took off for the Far West... . 
Virgil Hayes, Alex Pauley, Leonard Reed 
and Kenny Hultquist, plant department, 
all enjoyed vacations in Colorado. ... The 
traffic girls surprised Mrs. Pflughaupt on 
her birthday. Refreshments were served in 
the lounge and a gift was presented to her. 


ECOUMITIIAS 


Mary Boshart, 
Associate Editor 


Disbursement and Printing Service 


Now that vacation season is almost over, 
school bells ring out a call to several of our 
summer helpers. Returning to school are 
Allan Overcash, Janet Jenkins, Berniece 
Howland, LaVonne Finnell, Jack Geist and 
Bill Thompson. The following em- 
ployees are still talking about their enjoy- 
able vacations, all but Dewey Nelsen, who 
spent a hot, miserable week in Rapid City, 
So. Dak., as a delegate to the Cosmopolitan 
Convention. Kay Cole’s trip took her thru 
the eastern and New England states and 
up to Quebec, Canada, where she bade bon 
voyage to her mother-in-law, who boarded 
a ship for Europe. Colorado and its many 
spots of interest is being discussed by Don 
Schwenke, John Backstrom, Gloria Bowers 
and Helen Robison. B. J. Sievers can boast 


vacation. He traveled 6,668 miles, 1,943 of 
which trailed thru the five western provinces 
of Canada. Edna Rosane visited in Moline, 
Ill., while her sister, Maude Reason, caught 
up on her household duties. Wauneta Drake 
plans to visit St. Louis if she finishes clean- 
ing house before her vacation is up. Martha 
Dietrich is answering inquiries about the 
Smoky Mts. of Tennessee and North Caro- 
lina. Larry Connealy liked Okoboji so well 
last year he decided to go back again this 
year. Marie Vidlock is still relating fish 
stories brought home from the vacationland 
of Wisconsin. Bob Ross is all enthused about 
his new home south of the city. The family 
have been eating practically all their meals 
outdoors so they can enjoy the beautiful 
scenery. Berniece Howland spent an enjoy- 
able week at a church camp in Cozad. Ber- 
niece’s family have received a card from 
John F. Frey, the man who was walking 
across the U. S. He reported from Nevada 
that his walk was almost completed. Mr. 
Spohn had a grand trip to California and 
had an opportunity to visit Mr. Bush, former 
voucher supervisor, and Harold Laippley, a 
former revenue accountant. Joyce Grabow- 
ski toured thru Washington and Oregon, and 
your editor had fun watching the Yanks 
and White Sox battle it out in Chicago, 
then traveled on thru Wisconsin. ... We 
are sorry to report that it was necessary 
for Alvina Miller to go to the hospital for 
surgery. We’re hoping to see you back at 
work soon, Alvina, feeling much improved. 
... We have a “fire spotter” in the office, 
namely, Irene Stolz. Spotting a young fire 
and reporting it saved O’Shea-Rogers the 
trouble of calling the fire department. ... 
The reason Jean Havlicek looks so dejected 
these days is due to the Army having called 
her huskand for a tour of duty. ... Pat 
Deinert was maid of honor at her cousin’s 
wedding recently. The newspaper described 
the gown Pat wore, but failed to mention a 
thing about the bride’s gown....I. J. Devoe 
is the proud possessor of two new items—a 
new granddaughter, and a new Oldsmobile 
in a beautiful shade of blue. .. . Carl Ahl 
was the recipient of two lawn chairs as a 
wedding gift, but we doubt he’ll have time 
to use them, what with all the lawn tending 
he’ll have to do now. Should have been a 
power mower. . Marlene Wait decided 
to ride the children’s roller coaster at the 
Company picnic—just for laughs. Sounded 
like an awfully sick laugh before the ride 
was over. ... Gloria Bowers was guest of 
honor at a farewell luncheon at Miller & 
Paine’s and was presented with a gift. 


Ruth White, 
Associate Editor 


Summer is vacation time, and we have 
vacations galore. . . It seems the attraction 
of home was so great for Mary Pohlenz 
and Roy Brendle that they didn’t care to 
venture far from it. ... Esther and Jean 
Baker spent their time in Fairmont. 
Virginia Anderson enjoyed her vacation 


watching the ponies, in fact, one in particu- 
lar, the Anderson’s horse, Silent Marie... . 
Nancy Conneally and Myrtle Henline spent 
their vacations at Leake Okoboji with their 
respective spouses, naturally! Lillian 
Schafer traveled to Estes Park and Doris 
Ulmer peeked at the Black Hills. ... Verna 
Alexander went “wild and woolly” on a 
dude ranch in Wyoming. ... Jody Hartley 
visited the South, namely, Savannah, Geor- 
gia. .. . Dean Hamilton spent his vacation 
in McCook “making hay,” literally speaking, 
that is! ... Elva Mares visited her parents 
in Bertrand and was pleasantly surprised 
by her husband when he told her that their 
arrangements for their newly-purchased 
home had been approved. ... Ronnie Ahl 
spent his vacation with Uncle Sam on his 
annual naval cruise and Bill Huddleston 
enjoyed his vacation working at Offutt 
Field. ... ’Nuff said for vacations. ... Ruth 
Owen and Ruth Carlson were hostesses at 
a surprise baby shower for Sheila Scha- 
bacher. . . . We mentioned the new home 
of the Mares. Well, Elva has gotten so 
used to an apartment that when she de- 
scribes the house she says, ‘Well, it has a 
kitchen, living room with a Murphy bed— 
oh, no, I mean it has two bedrooms, etc.” 
... Now that they’ve moved into their home 
we wonder whether Elva remembers to go 
home to the house instead of the apartment 
at night! ... Well, this is my swan song 
for quite some time. I’ve enjoyed reporting 
the tidbits of the office but I know [ll 
enjoy my new venture much, much more. 


ich 


Dorothy Miller, 
Associate Editor 


Vacations are now in full swing. The Ray 
Clintons vacationed at Squirrel Lake near 
Minocqua, Wisconsin. They visited a daugh- 
ter and her family, and also did a little 


fishing. .. . Yours truly took a week of her 
vacation, spending part of it at the horse 
races. ... Sharon Smith will be our new 


correspondent for the wire chief’s depart- 
ment. Sharon is replacing Constance Deck- 
er who resigned to take a secretarial posi- 
tion at the University of Nebraska. 


Custodian’s Department 
Paul Radebaugh, Correspondent 

Hattie Staley spent part of her vaca- 
tion at Columbus, where she took in the 
horse races, and the rest of the time at 
Dunbar visiting a friend who lives on a 
farm. . . . Bryson Braziel combined his 
vacation and honeymoon. He and his bride 
motored to Canada for a week. . .. Ervin 
Pfeifer vacationed in Colorado, Wyoming, 
and Montana. ... Your correspondent and 
family vacationed in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, and the southern part of Cali- 
fornia. They visited Ed and Mrs. Dulin who 
are living in a large trailer house at Bell, 
California. Ed reports he is feeling much 
better and is doing a lot of fishing. 
We have received a letter from Jack Mank- 
amyer who is stationed at Camp Carson, 
Colorado. Jack says he is doing some trout 
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fishing in the mountains when he is off 
duty. . . . Lue Reuter spent his vacation 
traveling around the country, mostly the 
western part. Harold Wart had the 
misfortune of lightning striking his home 
August 1, and doing considerable damage. 
... If you can’t speak Japanese don’t try to 
call Earl Kilpatrick’s parents at Cotesfield. 
One week end when he was out to see them, 
he installed a World War II souvenir, a 
Japanese Army field phone which has a 
built-in telegraph key and two receivers. 
Eerl reports it works much better than 
their other phone. 
Service Operators 

Thelma Wisen and Louise Roth, Correspondents 

Ruth Ahrensmeier spent her vacation 
with her sister and family in Florence, 
South Dakota. Your correspondent at- 
tended the wedding of her nephew in 
Minneapolis, Minn., and visited a few 
days with her sister and family. 
Marilyn Turner had the cast removed from 
her leg after a recent operation. We are 
glad to have her back at work. 

Toll Equipment Department 
Phyllis Kittle, Correspondent 

Gerald Carter drove to Missouri to visit 
relatives, saw the Mississippi River and 
had an enjoyable trip home. . . .Max 
Jenkins traveled through the mountains to 
Colorado Springs, and on to Longview, 
Texas, visiting relatives. Ivan Pad- 
dack enjoyed his last week of vacation by 
working around home and resting. : 
Lloyd Buckland had a very peaceful vaca- 


tion at home with the family. . . . Perry 
Caldwell and wife spent a nice vacation in 
Denver, just looking around. . .. Oliver 


Hoffman spent his first week of vacation 
doing interior decorating at home along 
with other odd jobs and the second week 
was enjoyed touring the Black Hills of 
South Dakota. ... Frank Norton and wife 
had a nice trip through South Dakota and 
Minneapolis. . . . Al Reed and family va- 
cationed in the Nebraska Sand Hills Re- 
gion, taking in the Burwell Rodeo, Ne- 
braska National Forest, Rose Bud Indian 
Reservation in South Dakota and climaxed 
the trip by attending the Nebraska Flying 
Farmer Barbecue and Rodeo at Lawrence 
Bixby’s Spade Ranch of Gordon, Nebrasixa. 


"2" Office 
Jacob Schneider, Correspondent 
Bob Turner and wife spent their vaca- 
tion at Deadwood, South Dakota. Bob re- 
ports they had good luck trout fishing... . 
Jacob Schneider spent a week of his va- 
cation at home doing nothing. . . . Norris 
Hammond and family spent a week of his 
vacation “still working on the same garage.” 


"3" Office 
Howard Stroup, Correspondent 

Bob Stall spent his vacation doing odd 
jobs at home and taking in several ball 
games. . . . Ray Baldwin stayed home, 
worked on the yard and lawn, attended a 
wedding and visited with friends from 
California. . . . Elmer Travis and wife 
ventured to Grand Junction, Colorado to 
visit Elmer’s brother-in-law. While there 
they visited a turkey farm of 40,000 turkeys. 
Elmer says he never saw so many turkeys 


before. William Templin spent two 
weeks at Camp Ripley, Minnesota, with the 
National Guard. This office finally 
has in operation its antique 6-cylinder, 
1914 Mitchell, emergency motor generator. 
"4" Office 
George Albury, Correspondent 

Harry White and wife spent their vaca- 
tion in California visiting their son in Los 
Angeles and friends in Long Beach. They 
also spent one week in the moutains where 
they had good luck catching trout. ... Al 
Dougherty had to take three weeks for his 
fine vacation trip. He was at Prescott, 
Arizona; and Las Vegas, Nevada, where 
he invested a couple of dollars in a slot 
machine. He also went to Zion National 
Park, Utah; the Grand Canyon, Hoover 
Dam, and Estes Park, Colorado. Al reports 
he had a fine time fishing and boating, 
and that he caught the limit in trout out of 
Mountain Lake, north of Prescott. 
Harold Cudaback spent his vacation fish- 
ing and camping out in northwestern Ne- 
braska, the Colorado mountains, and 
Gramby Lake. Your correspondent 
spent his vacation painting his garage and 
doing odd jobs around home. Jim 
Story spent two weeks at Camp Ripley, 
Minnesota, with the National Guard. 

"§-7"' Office 
Arleen Swanson, Correspondent 

Kenneth Myhre spent a couple days of 
his vacation at Norfolk and the rest of the 
time at home. . . . Eugene Schrank spent 
the two weeks of his vacation at home 
working on his home and building a patio. 
One day he did spend at Guide Rock. The 
latter part of his vacation was not too 
pleasant. He got a piece of steel in his eye 
while working on air vent louvers on his 
house. After the steel was removed the 
injury healed nicely and he was able to 
return to work on schedule... . Hugo Staley 
has returned from a three-weeks vacation 
spent in California and reports having had 
a wonderful trip. . . . Ivan Hellerich spent 
the last week of his vacation at home en- 
joying his new air conditioner. Earl 
Moats stayed at home and finished build- 
ing his new pump house. ... Matt Brown 
spent two weeks in August with the Na- 
tional Guard at Camp Ripley, Minnesota, 
to give training. He was Communications 


Officer. 


Wire Chief’s Department 

Sharon Smith, Correspondent 
Colorado had quite a few vacationers 
from this department. Roy Cleveland spent 
a week in St. Louis and ten days in Colo- 
rado. Glenn Obert visited his wife’s 
parents in Brighton. ... Roland Wart went 
to Colorado Springs. ... Bob Wenzel went 
fishing in the mountains at Estes Park 
and Colorado Springs but didn’t hook a 
trout. Frank Kuchera visited his 
daughter and granddaughter in Cheyenne, 
Wyoming, and then came home to paint 
his house. .. . Cecil Semple went to Arkan- 
sas and Minnesota. . . . Russell White went 
fishing at Ottertail, Minnesota. Gene 
Kalkwarf spent his vacation in Lincoln 
trying to keep cool with the hot weather. 
Bob Chamberlain stayed home and 


Who Remembers— 


gow 


—the time when an employee wrestling match 
was featured on the program of a company 
picnic? The year was 1915. The gladiators 
were George Gorham, switchroom, with back 
to camera, and T. C. Rice, General Traffic. 
“Ike’’ Seamark is shown observing the struggle 
from a safe distance. The picnic crowd was 
seated in the grandstand of the old baseball 
park at Capitol Beach. Gorham won in 
straight falls. 


kept an eye on his new home that is being 
built. .. . Eldon Drewel vacationed in Wis- 
consin and on the Kansas farm of his foster 
parents. His vacation was saddened by the 
death of his grandmother. Vaughn 
Baum and son Rodney took off in July and 
went fishing at Big Pine Lake in Minnesota. 
They brought home around 90 fish. In 
August Vaughn and the two sons, Rodney 
and Gail, went fishing around the Detroit 


Lakes area in Minnesota where they 
had very good luck. This time they 
brought home 123 fish. It’s been 


said they had to rent a Hertz truck to 
bring the “loot” home. ... Byron Pattison 
spent his vacation fishing for trout around 
Grand Mason, Colorado. . . . Dewey Lewis 
ventured to Yellowstone National Park for 
his vacation. ... Joe Miller spent his va- 
cation at his cabin at Blue River Lodge at 
Crete where he did his fishing on the 
“Blue”... . Jim Green spent his vacation 
at home just a-loafing, he says... . 
Others who stayed at home and relaxed on 
their vacation were Les Livingston, Francis 
Smith and Paul Ejisenbarth Marvin 
Murphy spent two weeks of training at 
Camp Carson, Colorado. 


construction 


Shirley Hess, 
Associate Editor 


The Vern Simpsons and Tommy Hedges 
enjoyed a three-weeks vacation trip to the 
north, visiting in Wisconsin and Sault Ste. 
Marie in Canada. They enjoyed a boat trip 
up Lake Michigan and attended two Brook- 
lyn-Milwaukee baseball games in Milwau- 
kee. They visited former LT&T folks in 
Wisconsin: the George Burts, the Johnny 
Fischers and Harry Moss. . .. Mr. and 
Mrs. Tom Chinnock vacationed in Missis- 
sippi and reported a wonderful trip but a 
rather warm one. ... The R. E. Hibberts 
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spent their vacation at Yellowstone Park 
and then on to Minnesota for fishing. Guess 
the fish were really biting while they were 
there. . . . The “Swede” Fosters journeyed 
east, visiting in nine states and traveling 
some 2000 miles. The day they hit Wash- 
ington, D.C. a record high temperature was 
recorded. The Fosters particularly enjoyed 
the drive from Washington down through 
Kentucky and Tennessee. ... Art and Lynn 
Holcomb and Wendell Combs had a won- 
derful trip up to the Northwest, which in- 
cluded the Black Hills, Yellowstone, Glacier 
National Park, Seattle, a boat trip up to 
Victoria and Vancouver, B.C., back to Port- 
land and home by way of Salt Lake City 
and Cheyenne. Lynn proved to be a very 
able cameraman and they have some won- 
derful pictures of their trip. George 
Hansen enjoyed a quiet stay at home.... 
George Wasson spent two weeks of his 
vacation at National Guard Camp at Camp 
Ripley, Minnesota. Merle Heath of Hastings 
also attended National Guard Camp. . 

Paul and Mrs. Wilkinson vacationed in Salt 
Lake City and Sun Valley, Idaho and re- 
ported a wonderful time and some forty 
fish. . . . Elvin and Sylvia Hoaglin spent 
their vacation in Chicago where they picked 
up their son, Jimmy, who spent the summer 
with his grandparents. ... The Cloyd Buck- 
nells vacationed in the northwest. ... We 
understand Ed Canarsky turned “Rube 
Goldberg” and installed an electric fan in 
his straw hat. He had to do a repair job 
on his roof while on vacation and he insists 
this made his job much cooler and more 
enjoyable. ... Phil Bailey was in the office 
several times while home on a twelve-day 
furlough from Camp Carson, Colorado. Phil 
said it looked like they might be heading 
for Alaska upon his return to camp... . 
Larry York recently submitted an entry to 
the annual Fischer Body Contest. His entry 
was a model of a futuristic coupe body and 
he won Honorable Mention and a $25.00 
Savings Bond. Our congratulations, Larry! 
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J. S. Reed 
Associate Editor 


Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Coffin (Lucille 
Linggren) were in Lincoln to visit old 
friends at the telephone company on July 
31. Arnold formerly worked in the repair 
shop and Lucille was in the business office 
in the 36’s. Arnold is now at the Western 
Electric Hawthorne Plant in Chicago... . 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Kennedy, Hamburg, 
Arkansas, called on friends and former co- 
workers of LT&T a couple of times during 
August. Mrs. Kennedy was before her mar- 
riage Cordy McArtor, secretary to Mr. 
Agee and later to Mr. Devoe. ... Elmer 
Ahl, former combinationman, was a welcome 
visitor in the Plant offices in mid-August. 
Elmer left us in ’42 and for the past sev- 
eral years has been employed as installer- 
repairman for the Pacific T&T at Fresno, 


California. 


eneral  . 
commercial 
= Ruth Kadavy 
Associate Editor 


You guessed it, vacations highlight our 
news this month. It seems the folks of our 
department almost took their 
en masse during the last two-month period. 
H. W. Spahnle and family enjoyed a few 
days in Colorado and the rest of the time at 
home. Mr. and Mrs. L. P. Schlentz basked 
in the sun at Spirit Lake, Iowa. George 
Walroth had a brand new grandson waiting 
to make his acquaintance when he arrived 
in Georgia the first week in September. 
Ken and Mary Boshart fooled us this year 
and didn’t spend their leisure days at their 
South Bend cabin. Instead, they took in the 
sights of Chicago and points of interest 
thereabouts. Joe Hartley and family hopped 
the vacation train to Georgia where they 
visited relatives. Our girls also have been 
vacation bound. Dorothy Bader and hus- 
band Phil visited in the Black Hills and 
reported a very interesting and scenic trip. 
After returning home, they traveled to 
Omaha to see “The King and I.” By the 
way, don’t anyone mention all these vaca- 
tions to Pat Tolhurst, as she has to wait 
until December to take her vacation, and 
it might make her feel bad. . . . We were 
all glad to see K. L. Lawson put away his 
schoo] books at Ann Arbor, Michigan, the 
first week of July and return to his desk in 
General Commercial. . . . Our sympathy is 
extended to Mr. Lawson’s family in the 
recent death of Mrs. Lawson’s mother... . 
Marlene Kuhl had a slight accident the 
other day- She slipped on her kitchen floor, 
injuring her kneecap. A cast on her leg 
for the next three weeks will no doubt add 
to the discomfort. We all wish you a speedy 
recovery, Marlene. 


vacations 


Carole Schulz, 
Associate Editor 


Myra Metcalf spent an enjoyable week 
of her vacation in San Francisco. When 
asked to give her vacation news she gave 
out with, “Do I have to tell everything?” 

_ Lloyd Cleveland and family visited the 
Rocky Mountains and Estes Park for two 
weeks. Upon returning Lloyd thought he 
should have an extra week to rest up after 
trying to keep up with his two youngsters. 
_, , Marlene Thompson says she spent a 
week of her vacation at home, but from 
the looks of the tan she’s sporting it leads 
one to believe she was at the beach most 
of the time. ... Ruth Scholl traveled across 
country to Colorado, Nevada and California. 
She spent most of her time in Reno, visit- 
ing her brother in service, she said; and 
since she 1s single we’ll accept that reason. 
However, from some of the experiences she 
has related, she had a very exciting time! 


Ga 
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Millie Whitla, 
Associate Editor 


Vacations are still the topic of conver- 
sation. Those lucky people traveling about 
are: Donna Donovan- Colorado; Agnes Nel- 
son-Minnesota; Helen Krieger-Denver; 
Darlene Multer and Eloise Baldwin-Cal- 
ifornia and Las Vegas; Doris Hardt-Cali- 
fornia; Rosie Armagost-New York; Wilma 
Wergin-Minnesota and Lake Okoboji; Mel- 
ba Richards-San Francisco, Los Angeles, 
Albuquerque and Denver (and all in one 
week); Marguerite Walthers-Omaha; Esth- 
er Borchers-Hastings; Louise Schmidt- 
Lexington; Marilyn Schroder - Palmyra; 
Jackie Crook, Gladys Trumble and Lil- 
lian Baker stayed in Lincoln Lois 
Meyers was enjoying the cool breeze from 
her fan one warm day when suddenly it 
stopped putting forth. Deciding something 
was wrong, Lois took it apart. After about 
an hour of hard labor, our mechanical 
genius got it back together again only to 
discover there had been nothing wrong 
with the fan—the electricity had been off 

Genevieve Griffin received an invi- 
tation to a shower but had to do some 
investigating before she could attend. The 
party that sent it had neglected to fill in 
the details and all Jenny had was a blank 
card. ... Elaine Hawkins’ little girl, Evelyn, 
knocked over a can of varnish one day 
and then slipped and fell in it. Elaine 
cleaned up her wee one and thought all 
was under control when little Evelyn picked 
up the cat, Butterball, and threw him in 
the varnish. After Butterball was cleaned 
up Elaine sent them both outside to play. 
Evelyn went swimming in her wading pool 
—taking the cat with her. At last report 
Butterball is suffering from extreme shock 
and avoids the little gal like poison. We 
understand Evelyn stuffs the cat in her 
dresser drawer when nothing better pre- 
sents itself. Why cats leave home. 

Dorothea Heckman reports a lost puppy. 
He is a smail brown dog with short hair 
—very large white feet—eight months old 
and answers to the name of Buster. He 
left home about two months ago and Doro- 
thea would like very much to have him 
back. 

Congratulations to Jean Pearson, Col- 
leen Turner, Shiela Siren, Sheroll Drake 
and Marcella Gergen on their lovely new 
diamonds. Also to Hazel Nichols, Betty 
Nelson and Gladys Trumble upon moving 
into that home of their dreams. 

Hazel Nichols has been doing some work 
on her duplex and as she was hammering 
one day the tack got caught in the ham- 
mer head and she sent it flying with 
much gusto through the side of her fin- 
ger. “Ouch” Hazel—has the Carpenters 
Union heard about this? 

That mysterious force that has 
shattering so many car windows caught 
up with Mabel Voipp. Mabei showed us 
a piece of the glass which was com- 
pletely ruined in the back window of her 
Chevrolet. 


been 
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school 
signed to acquaint them with the new Ford 
transmissions. 


wife, from Ft. Riley, Kansas, were in Lin- 
coln to 


picnic with Bob’s parents, the F. J. Bar- 
netts. . 
off-duty hours remodeling his house—and 
he really means remodeling. 


Lillian Hubbard bravely started the long 
climb up to third floor the morning the 
electricity was off and the elevator was 
not running ... We don’t know if the 
altitude got her or if she just thinks climb- 
ing stairs is really great stuff—at any 
rate, she climbed clear to the roof. 

Yours truly is moving to McCook, so 
—“‘By.” 


Florence Tatman, 
Associate Editor 


The welcome mat was rolled down with 
extreme pleasure on September 7th when 
Rollie Winders returned to his desk after 
eight weeks of absence due to sickness and 
three weeks vacation. Colorado vacation 
stories are a generality, nine suppliers hav- 
ing gone there recently. Carl Bender and 
his bride vacationed at Colorado Springs. 
Bud Miller visited relatives at Boulder; also 
visited with Jim Gilchrist, formerly com- 
binationman at Wahoo. The Milton Royces 
were in Estes Park and Colorado Springs. 
Nelson Liesveld and his family enjoyed the 
Rockies from a cabin in Estes Park, then 
visited relatives in Wyoming. Harold 
Ehrlich fished at Lake Fraser, President 
Eisenhower’s vacation spot, and enjoyed 
(?) an early morning temperature of 25°. 
Ruth Russell and her mother vacationed at 
Denver, with interesting trips to nearby 
beauty spots. The Jim Shellenbergs, S. K. 
Lawrences, and the Ralph Culvers complete 
the Colorado list. The stay-at-home plan 
was chosen by June Schessler, Mavis Ver- 
meer and Dick Knight. . . . Bill Knee drove 
to Riding Mountain National Park in Can- 
ada, and returned by way of the Black Hills 
and Estes Park. Since his return he has 
been kept busy corresponding with the 


Mounted Police about the whereabouts of 
the driver of a car which damaged his 
car in Canada... 
Eisenbarth selected the Black Hills vaca- 
tionland for their excursions. 
Eno fished at 
Minnesota. 

visited his new granddaughter at Norfolk, 
Virginia; 
D. C., Williamsburg, 
other eastern points enroute. 
Hoaglin visited her family and friends in 
Chicago, and attended the alumni home- 
coming at her Alma Mater. 
stayed pretty close at home to paint the 
garage, but managed to get in some good 
swims 


. George Fleck and John 


Kent 
Cass Lake in northern 
Grandpa Welton Grant 
managing to see Washington, 
Pennsylvania, and 
Sylvia 


... Jack Tracy 


at Merritt and Linoma Beaches. 
The garage mechanics went back to 
for a time, attending classes de- 


Bob Barnett and his 
attend the 


telephone company 


. . Red Frazier is spending all his 


the baek 
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COME DOWN HERE 
AND FIGHT LIKE 


NOT EVEN THE 


IT DOESNT LOOK LIKE - 
: BRIDE HND GROOM. 


ANYBODY 15 COMING 
To THE WEDDING 


deren 


Leland Hodge, Beatrice, thinks 

our route truck crew is over- 
Joyce Grabowski, account- zealous. The rear doors of 
ing, hurriedly dressing the Beatrice building had 
for her dash to the office been removed for some reason 
one morning, reached for a and were leaning against the 
bottle of stick cologne, building. The eager crew 
up-ended it over her palm loaded them on the truck, as 
and poured a large handful they passed by, am the doors 
of black ink. She _ had were well on their way to 
grasped the wrong bottle! Lincoln before Hodge dis- 

covered their absence. 


Mary Tice, cafeteria, and Amelia 
Christopher, Lincoln Traffic, 
were in charge of refreshments 
at the wedding of Robbie Weiler. 
They arrived at the church early 
and sat for a half hour in the 
vacant sanctuary waiting for the 
wedding party. Then they check- 
ed their invitations and found 
they were in the wrong church. 
The right one was two miles away: 


Boyd Wedgwood, Lincoln Plant, 
paused a moment outside the 
alley door to remove his hat 
and wipe his perspiring brow. 
It was at that precise instant 
that a careless pigeon winged 
its way overhead, much to our 
hero's vexation. A madder man 
you've never seen. 
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IMAGINE THAT- 
WHITE CATSUP/ 


|aere OUGHTA BE A LAW 


ALWAYS SAY- A NICE 
AGAINST GENIUSES | 1 ANI 


CORSAGE DOES 
SOMETHING FOR ONE 


One must keep alert when 
using the catsup and cream 
dispensers at _ the end of Chronic worrier Bill Knee, 
the cafeteria line. Both | General Shop, uses a physi- 
operate by pushing a cian's stethoscope to listen 
plunger and it is easy to to the inner workings of his 
get them reversed while in new car. Folks say he has 
pensive mood. Buck Isaman developed a bedside manner 


is the latest victim. He as he analyzes its ailments. 
squirted his meat loaf 


sandwich full of cream in 
an unguarded moment’ the 
other afternoon. 


Duty called Merlie Markuson, 
traveling instructor, to an 
exchange where Open House was 
being held. She was presented 
a corsage of roses, and Merle, 
in her haste, failed to remove 
the corsage from its. paper 
wrapping when she pinned it on 
her dress. She was much 
abashed when Jim Dudgeon call- 
ed it to her attention. 


Frank Fisher, Beatrice, cleared 
an unusual case of paystation 
trouble. He found someone had 
taped a long rubber band to a 
dime, and after dropping it far 
enough down the slot to ring 
the bell had hoped to retrieve 


. . WE'LL BE GLAD To DEVELOP 
it by use of the tow line. 


THAT FILM 


Floyd Nave, Fairbury, went 
to the unattended exchange 
at Steele City on a service 
call. As he was about to 
depart, a big bull snake 
reared up beyond the door- 
sill and looked him in the 
eye. Floyd slammed the door 
in its face and sat for a 
long time in darkness. When 
he mustered courage to open 
the door, the snake was 
stretched out before it, 
taking a quiet snooze. 
Floyd cleared the reptile 
in a flying leap and took 
off in haste for Fairbury. 


THIS 15 THE LAST KEY ON 
THE RING. ITS GOTTA WORK! 
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M. C. Walker and C. Meshier 
were about to drive away in 
a new fleet car. Driver 
walker began fitting keys 
into the ignition. He tried 
every key on the ring 
with no results, and 
was about to call a tow 
car when he realized he 
was using his own keys. 
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Military policemen breathed 
a sigh of relief as Lowell 
Johnson departed from a visit 
to the air base recently. 
In a short hour he took two 
reels of movies (and had 
them confiscated) amd gota 
ticket on his car for park- 
ing in a restricted area! 


~AND I BROUGHT BACK 
MR, EGGLESTON 5 
HAT AND COAT 


na rary | Mary Goracke, Tecumseh Coml., _acted as 
“f messenger to take some material to Paw- 
nee City; also to return the hat = and 


coat left at the Tecumseh office one hot ARE YOU THE GENT THAT . 
day by George Kggleston, Pawnee manager. DIDN'T GET TOMATOES tt At a York cafe, A. B. Gor- 


man was praising his favo- 
rite sandwich - bacon and 
tomato. He was telling 
how delicious was the one 
he was then eating, when 
the waitress appeared to 
apologize for her failure 
to include the tomato in 
his sandwich. 


A lady whom Mary had never met was seat- 
ed in the Pawnee office. Mary told her 
the garments belonged to Mr. Eggleston, 
and that he had left them the last time 
he was in Tecumseh, It was the wrong 
thing to say! It took some rapid clari- 
fication to calm the ire of the strange 
lady - for she was Mrs. Eggleston! 


IN HIS SANDWICH * 
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Vacations: LT&T Folk Roam Far and Wide 


IKE most other phases of our business, the vacation 

4 practice of the company has developed over the years. 
From 1903 to 1911 there was no provision made for 
employees’ paid vacations. But then, in those times, the 
granting of unworked-for pay was unheard of in most 
industries. It was in June 1912 that vacations were first 
established in LT€*T, all monthly employees being offered 
a ten-day paid vacation after the first year of continuous 
service. Several years later employees with more than two 
years service were granted two full weeks vacation. The 
three-week vacation after 20 years service was inaugurated 
in 1947; and three years later the present vacation schedule 
was put into effect. This calls for 7 days vacation for 
employees after one year’s service; 14 days after two years; 
and 21 days after 15 years. 

And now is the time of year that most LT&T employees 
can look back upon their vacations; remembering with 
varied emotions the long stretches of leisure, the silenced 
alarm clock, far away places, the lazy sun. 

The camera is almost a necessary ingredient of a vaca- 
tion, for each picture snatches a single frame from the 
and vacations are made up of 


ever-moving reel of life 
moments we want to remember. On the front cover, and 
the page at left, are some of these fleeting scenes, captured 
by the cameras of various employees 


Pictured On The Cover: 

1: Dale M. Bollman, Superior Plant, taken at Medicine Bow National 
Park, Wyoming, while he was fishing in the mountains. 

2: Betty Cullison, operator at Beatrice, wading in the Gulf at Gal- 


veston, Texas. : 
3: Wendell Combs, with Lynn Holcomb, while passing through the 


Big Horn Mountains. 

4: The “big catch,” displayed by Bob Hawkins, Construction, and 
daughter Evelyn, at Deer Lake, Minnesota. 

5: Edna Komma, Nebraska City Traffic, with her sister and grand 
niece visit Knotts Berry Farm near Los Angeles. 

6: The Sutton Mankamyers taken at Marysdale, Pennsylvania. Left 
to right: Jack, Jr., Jack, Sr., Kay and Mrs. Mankamyer. 

7: Paul Radebaugh, assistant custodian, Lincoln, and son Ronny, at 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. San De Cristo mountains in background. 
8: Norma Jean Dettmer, cashier at Syracuse, at the bottom of Yellow- 
stone Falls. If there were a first prize for the best composition of 
vacation pictures, this would be it! 

9: The Haith family of Humboldt: Ivan, Lowell, Pauline and Paul, 
camping as Aspen Glen Forest Camp near Estes Park, Colorado. 

10: Ruth Balster, Supply, and son John, at left, at her twin sister’s 
home in Santa Barbara, California. 

11: Bob Turner, routineman, 2-Office, Lincoln, at Spearfish Canyon, 
South Dakota. The object in hand is a speckled trout. 

12: Cloyd A. Delett, Lincoln custodian force, with his catch of carp, 
buffalo, cat and bullheads on Blue River near Grafton. 

13: Jack Tracy, Motor Vehicle, with his two sons and daughter at 
Linoma Beach during his vacation. 

14: Margaret Lautenschlager, Davenport C.O., saw the Frontier Days 
at Torrington, Wyoming. She vacationed on a large ranch nearby. 
15: Lydia Kriegshauser, Seward C.O., visited in Oregon and had an 
ocean boat ride on the “Davission,’’ shown here. 

16: Eleanor L. Lane, Weeping Water C.O., with her niece, taken in 
the Red Rocks, near Idaho Springs, Colorado. 


Pictured On The Page At Left: 


1: Dewey Nelsen, ledger supervisor, Accounting, panning for gold 
in them-thar Black Hills. 

2: Lynn Reed, son of Al Reed, Lincoln Toll, shown on trip through 
northwest Nebraska and South Dakota. 

3: B. J. Sievers, assistant general auditor, drove through Canada, 
down the west coast and home on a 6,665 mile jaunt. Here, left to 
right, stand Jimmy, in Alberta; Bruce in neutral territory; and 
Jerry, in British Columbia. 

4: It's good to see Billy Lant, retired, hale and hearty, with his son 
and grandson at Nebraska City. 
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During Summer of 54 


5: Russell and Ruth White, Delores and Leonard White, with their 
catch of wall-eyes and northern pike near Lake Ottertail, Minn. 

6: Art Holcomb, construction superintendent, and daughter Lynn, in 
a flower garden at Victoria, British Columbia. 

7: At Chasm Falls, Estes Park. Standing: Dick Paddack, Barbara 
Wells, Hastings Commercial, Janice Anderson and Ray Murray. 
Kneeling: Larry Schnase. 

8: Mrs. Carl Bender, on honeymoon trip, atop of Pikes Peak. Carl 
is employee of Motor Vehicle, Lincoln. 

9: Betty Hermann (right), Weeping Water S.A., with Mrs. Mildred 
Walker of Unadilla, with cluster of 17 roses at Portland, Oregon. 

10: Barbara Ann Neemann, Syracuse Traffic, at home—being lazy and 
catching up on rest and sleep. 

11: Construction visitors at the Harry Moss cabin, Birchwood, Wis- 
consin. Left to right: Harry Moss, Tom Hedges, Deke Simpson. 

12: The Harold Wart car and family in the Redwood forests of 
California. 

13: A. B. Gorman, advertising manager, basks in the sun at Big 
Thompson Canyon, Estes Park. 

14: The Max Jenkins family of Nebraska City, at Royal Gorge, 
Colorado. Left to right: Susan, Mrs. Jenkins, Harry Baker and Max. 
15: In this group at Los Angeles in June are: H. G. White, Lincoln 
Plant, Nancy Blandi, Mrs. White, Robert and Gary Blandi. 

16: Linda Wisen, daughter of Thelma Wisen, assistant chief service 
operator, Lincoln, at Big Lake, near Bimidji, Minnesota. 

17: Bedric Wanek, service engineer, Lincoln, turned to the trade of 
“summer farmer.” 

18: F. C. Asper, 5-7 Office switchroom, vacationed in New Mexico. 
19: Marcia Watson, Lincoln Cafeteria, W. L. Watson and their grand- 
daughter Marcia Ann, pose at Vicksburg, Mississippi, before a cannon 
used in the siege during the Civil War. 

20: Joyce Grabowski, Accounting, blends with the driftwood in this 
picture taken at Lapush, Washington. 

21: The Edens, Bud and Mae, and daughters, Lynn, Lana and Lou, 
flew their Stinson over Frisco, L. A., and Old Mexico before turning 
homeward. They are pictured here before the take-off at Chihuahua, 
Mexico. 


Let's Meet Our New Employees 


Emp. 
Name Position Exch. Date 
ACCOUNTING 
INANCY Buel i sccccicxtiooninn ..... Machine Operator....... ntsattacenaeccee Ot 
PINS: Ty, MOOG Y oo cccctexindccnseutetilared Machine Operator ........................ vesecntersnesee DPLo 
Beity J. Tribble......... icpnd siaatealaiates Machine Operator.......................... Sassccso de 
Frances O. Warnick........0000000000.... Machine Operator .ccccanncusccnvarncicane 1 
COMMERCIAL 
Florence A. Hobelman................ClerkK.................. _....... Superior get acanns AO 
Norma A. Johnson............ TE Sei | 3 x) Cee sbshaea’ Lincoln. .... Seeds 8-25 
PCC TV WA Gains cccsccseccensnsecsszes _.Clerk....... \ ou deiadan Seyteactans Lincoln ee «ys: 
Marguerite A. Whitaker... aes Clerk........ Lincoln Ssucuentl 8-23 
PLANT 
Robert H.. Brut... jcccencas: ...Groundman (Exch.) Humboldt... ......... 9- 1 
Clore Ge. Gris icecteessisancaecs Clerk-Typist............... Lincoln och iepiescncine Ome 
Marshall A. Potter........................Groundman................. Lincoln.....................8-30 
James M. Shepard.........................Splicers Helper ....aineoIn....... seitnoonvs ee 
Richard E. Sorensen..................... Groundman... ...aincoln....... ....9-13 
Marold D. Wen Zell ..iccscccscccccccceccens Groundman ..... Lincoln 8-16 
Donald L. Yarmon.......... ..........Driver-Lineman....... Lincoln ....9-18 
TRAFFIC 

Nancy C. Anderson... «eS QDEPator.. cc é00s0052 Lincoln 8-23 
Jean D. Bales................ deryactabbonareise Operator...... Fairbury... .9- 7 
Betty Lou Burgen.......................... Operator... ..Weeping Water.......9- 7 
Blanche Clark (Re-emp.).. .....Cont. C.O.. Waco... 2... 8-29 
Jodell L. Coley ...... Operator...... ....Lineoin 9-20 
Patricia L. Colwell (Re- -emp. )... Operator ........ Hastings 9-13 
Marlys D. Cox.......... Operator... Wahoo 9- 7 
Donna R. DeMoulin........ . Operator Hastings 9-13 
Elizabeth A. Dunlap (Re- ~emp. )Operator ....Nebr. City 9-14 
Marlene B. Gaines................ Operator... ...Lineoln 9-138 
Patricia R. Gresham............ ..Operator.. wishesSpeiie TO 9-13 
J. Ann Greever (Re-emp.) .. Operator... .. Lincoln ....8-30 
Patricia W. Hobson.............. Operator. Lincoln ...9-20 
Joan K. Hudson... Operator... .Lineoln .. 8-23 
Kittie M. Johnson (Re- -emp. ) Operator.... Ashland 8-29 
Norma J. Jurgena.......... ......Operator..... Fairbury 8-30 
Vera E. Norvell (Re- -emp. ) Operator ‘Tecumseh 9-13 
Jacqueline M. Pieper Typist Lincoln 9-138 
Lorraine M. Putman (Re-emp.)Operator Lincoln 9-13 
Iva L. Putnam Operator .Lineoln 9-13 
Dorothy S. Ross Clerk Lincoln 9-13 
Marlene J. Snyder. Operator ..Lineoln his 9-20 
Marlys J. Uhrich Operator Hastings 9-13 
Loretta J. Vollstedt Operator Fairbury 8-16 
Gloria C. Wenz........... Operator. Lincoln 9-13 
Jayne E. Wunderlich Operator Lincoln 8-23 
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One of the strongest bulwarks of LT&T, the stability of its key personnel, is 
reflected in this picture taken more than a score of years ago. The Grim Reaper 
has been at work among the ranks of these familiar faces; a larger number are 
now enjoying the fruits of retirement’ but the vast majority are still actively 
employed and represent the present regime of management and supervisory personnel. 


The Great Depression 


The ninth installment in the history of The Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company covering that period 
when the world changed from an era of artificial wealth to artificial poverty and the Great Plains area was dealt 
a double blow as drought and crop failure returned summer after summer. In this story we must dwell all too 
briefly on those times when our company, reeling from the effects of lost business, was able to carry on only 


through the united effort of every last employee. 


The Great Depression was conceived in fear, as slowly 
the wheels of industry lost their momentum. The same sun 
that had shown benignly on the booming days of the ’twen- 
ties now looked down on a land of bountiful harvests that 
lay rotting on the ground for want of a market. Then, as if 
in retribution, came summers of blasting heat and prolonged 
drought. Riding on searing winds from the south came bil- 
lowing clouds of dust to envelop the whole midwest, year 
after dismal year. There was an exodus from the territory 
as townspeople and farmers deserted the parched earth to 
set off for other climes where rains still fell and crops could 
grow. 

These were the ’thirties. May their like never return. 
They were years to try the mettle of LT&T, its management 
and employees who toiled for an entire decade, united in 
the endeavor to hold the line against disconnects; to gain 
new subscribers; and increase revenues by the sale of mis- 
cellaneous services and toll usage. Our people were magni- 
ficent. No song could be composed that would adequately 
sing their praise. 

It was during these times that telephone folk knew no 
working hours. They were abroad night, noon and holiday 
in search of prospects for our wares. When farmers had no 
money to pay their telephone bills, our people often resorted 
to the barter system; trading another month’s telephone 
service for eggs, chickens, corn, hogs, and other farm prod- 
ucts. Such were the years of the Great Depression. 

LT&T was not in perfect physical condi- 


tion to enter the gruelling struggle. Plant- 
0) | wise, our budget called for an expenditure 
: of two million dollars in 1930 for additions, 


extensions and replacements, while a four- 
year forecast brought the need for 7% million dollars more 
for the proposed conversion of several exchanges to dial and 
io further improve the plant. Most of these plans were dis- 
carded as the mounting effects of the stock market crash and 
the resultant retrenchment in industrial expenditures spread 
across the land. 

Ship-to-shore telephone service had just been inaugurated 
as the year opened. Fairmont’s new building and equipment 
was brought into use. Waverly became the company’s first 
full automatic exchange with subscriber dialing. 


The Nuckolls County Independent Company with ex- 
changes at Nelson, Hardy, Nora, Oak, Angus, Mt. Clare and 
Ruskin was purchased and became part of the LT&T sae 
ization; along with its employees, among whom were — 
Eckles brothers, Duke and Bill, Fred Adkins and ie . 
Wilcox. A telephone girls’ bowling team organize an 
Lincoln made quite an impression as they appeared = . 
alleys in matching light green smocks. The telephone an 
ketball team again swept through the Industrial ee : 
capture the trophy without the loss of a single game. ae : 
Mann was manager, with Mankamyer, Rauch, Baldwin, Do 
son, Morley and Eno as players. 

mnie recs began beating the byways in a highly pi 
cessful preferred stock sales campaign during May. SO 
during this month came the sudden death of W. L. Lemon, 
general auditor, and the naming of his successor, I. J. eee 
whose telephone experience dated back to 1914. He ha 
been employed as assistant general auditor only the yeal 
before. Out Hastings way, John Spady, combinationman, 
was transferred to the commercial department and E. A. 
Ernst transferred to the exchange as lineman. . 7 

The company’s first Type D carriers were placed in serv- 
ice between Lincoln and Omaha. Under construction were 
an addition to the warehouse in Lincoln and the new Seward 
exchange building. Alex Geist of Louisville and James 
Baxter of Edgar were elected Legion post eoume cee in 
their respective towns. The telephone baseball team gath- 
ered in the championship of the Industrial League through 
the efforts of Lou Anderson, Manager, and players Brendle, 
Dougherty, Connors, Caldwell, Simpson, Smith, Mills and 
Rauch. . . 

Jess May and Frank Kuchera, combinationmen at Fair- 
bury and Plattsmouth, respectively, traded jobs and loca- 
tions. Later in the year Jess was named manager at Hum- 
boldt. Pearl Bishop switched from relief operator to night 
operator at Fairbury; and K. L. Lawson was named sales 
engineer and brought out the first issue of “Sales Up” to 
introduce the new plan for general participation by em- 
ployees in the sale of telephone services. The employees 
group life insurance plan was put into effect. 
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better than usual. Our 235 million bushel corn crop ranked 
second in the nation and the wheat yield was above the five- 
year average. But the general business depression was re- 
flected in the telephone industry and for the first time in 
seven years LT&T’s toll business failed to advance. Though 
there was a decrease of nearly a thousand rural subscribers, 
the company managed to close the year with a loss of but 
432 stations. 
It was a year devoted to plugging up 
holes through which might trickle any 
item of unnecessary expense. While most 
employees clung tenaciously to their jobs, 
those who did leave the payroll were 
seldom replaced. Departmental personnel was maintained 
at bare operating force by transferring those from other 
departments, and thus during the course of the year the 
total number of employees on the payroll shrunk from 1,435 
to 1,253. 

The territory was divided into five districts to facilitate 
supervision and economy. District managers named were 
W. H. Caman, Beatrice; L. P. Young, Hastings; J. A. Mc- 
Kinzie, Lincoln; R. H. Ojers, Nebraska City; and C. G. 
Bennett, York. 

Again Nebraska crops were good, but a tremendous drop 
in prices of farm produce was reflected in the steady stream 
of rural telephone removals. Already there was a growing 
Gemand among subscribers for a reduction in rates. Long 
distance business maintained a downward plummet. 

In October all employees making more than $150 per 
month suffered a ten per cent reduction in salary. Personnel 
changes during the year were mainly in the form of trans- 
fers. J. E. Schulling became manager at Raymond; B. I. 
Noble, supply accountant; B. J. Sievers, assistant general 
auditor; F. Kubat, manager at Superior; R. H. Gray, man- 
ager at Table Rock; E. L. Dorland, manager at Geneva; 
Sarah Horn became Lincoln chief operator; Jack Mankamyer, 
manager at Beaver Crossing; Harry Knudson, Bennet man- 
ager; William Eckles, manager at Edgar; Hilda Wallengren, 
Plattsmouth chief operator; Bertha Sharp, Crab Orchard 
chief operator; Howard Stroup was general office messen- 
ger; R. D. Andrews transferred from plant clerk to the gen- 
eral traffic department. The year marked the passing of 
Ralph Breiner and F. S. Holmes. Employees retiring from 
active service included George W. Donley, Darius Gilmore, 
Mrs. C. C. Best, Mrs. F. P. Eikenbury, Mrs. O. W. Gowen, 
Frank Selzer, Mrs. Alma Kranbuel, and George W. Fawell. 


The LT&T basketball team won its fifth successive cham- 
pionship, but a loss of a game in late season snapped a 
winning streak that had reached 68 consecutive victories. 
The Abie exchange, with Ben and Mary Docekal, joined the 
company in February. The Seward exchange was cut to 
its new building and dial service. Never to be forgotten 
was the “Amos and Andy” smoker at the Lincoln club 
rooms in February. Script writers and the program com- 
mittee were afterwards assembled in a nervous line before 
the general manager’s desk. They put on another smoker 
the following week and a fine one it was, though the pro- 
gram was more on the educational plane. LT&T lost nearly 
6.000 stations during the year; 4,430 being rural telephones. 
stood as a true example of a “famine of 


) abundance.” Once again the Cornhusker 
0 state produced grain in generous quanti- 
ties; but prices had dropped so low that 


they were far less than actual production 
costs. The corn crop was bought at ridiculously low prices 
mainly by speculators, and stored in long cribs built along 
the road sides. Livestock was beginning to disappear from 
the farm scene, and rural telephone removals came thick 
and fast. In March all employees were asked to take a 
day’s furlough without pay; in April came a five per cent 
wage cut to all those receiving less than $150 per month; 
and in July an additional general reduction of sixteen and 
two-thirds per cent was announced. This was probably the 


company’s most trying year for both management and 
employees. 

The Telephone News was reduced to a single sheet of 
four pages as an economy measure, and its copy was de- 
voted almost entirely to stimulation of sales. There was 
feverish activity all through the employee ranks to increase 
telephone revenues, and it was during this time that much 
of the bartering was done to hold subscribers. A new 
Federal tax on long distance calls was vigorously and 
futilely protested by both Bell and Independent interests. 
A new President was telling the people that “the only thing 
we have to fear is Fear itself.” 

Changes in personnel responsibilities took Lloyd Whitney 
to Osceola as manager and Lydia Kriegshauser to Seward 
as chief operator. H. W. Potter was elected treasurer; 
Anne Aden became Ithaca chief operator; and C. E. Cum- 
mings, Lincoln chief switchman, succeeded L. B. Doane, 
who died suddenly in November. 

The dismal picture of the year’s business recounted the 
loss of 11,805 stations. During the three years of depres- 
sion we had retained scarcely half of our rural subscribers. 

On a morning that dawned clear and 


0 calm, Nebraskans awoke to find the land- 
scape covered with a coating of red soil. 
It was a foretoken of evil, for the winds 


of early summer brought great clouds of 
dust rolling out of the southwest dust bowl. One black 
storm followed another until fields were covered with dust 
and huge drifts formed against fences and buildings. The 
rainless skies, the ruthless sun and blasting winds combined 
to ruin crops in the field, and the hopes of men. To Gen- 
eral Manager Agee fell the unenviable task of asking em- 
ployees to accept a further cut in wages equal to one 
week’s pay. 

Personnel changes were almost nil. E. F. Burke went 
to Ashland as manager; Herman Studier to Milford as man- 
ager; and Amelia Aden to Wilber as chief operator. Death 
took Silas H. Burnham, long a director and company vice 
president; and Sarah Horn, Lincoln chief operator. 

From January through May it appeared 


0 that LT&T was on its way to recovery, 
which, economists predicted, was “just 
around the corner.” But the month of 


June brought an unprecedented heat wave 
which, continuing unabated through July and August, 
brought almost total destruction to the growing crops. The 
year showed a net station gain of 1,420 on June 1, but by 
the end of August this figure had reversed itself into a 
net loss of 1,110 stations. An intensive campaign to recover 
the lost stations paid surprising dividends and by year’s 
end we were able to record the first gain since the start 
of the depression; 501 stations. Toll revenue was also above 
the previous year by about 10 per cent. 

There had been considerable experimentation in creating 
an organization capable of exerting the best efforts toward 
the three principal functions of the business: operation, 
maintenance, and revenue building. To this end the plant 
and traffic supervision were separated from the commercial, 
with district commercial managers appointed as follows: 
J. P. Lahr, Beatrice; D. G. Bell, Hastings; K. B. Cary, Lin- 
coln; R. H. Ojers, Nebraska City; and C. G. Bennett, York. 
At the same time the following appointments were made 
for area commercial managers: C. G. Dickenson, Beatrice; 
T. E. Longdon, Fairbury; Dean Walker, Tecumseh; Frank 
Kubat, Superior; George T. Jones, Hebron; John Spady, 
Sutton; G. B. Arnold, Nebraska City; E. L. Dorland, Wahoo; 
Ray Misner, Plattsmouth; Roy Rogers, York; Verne Camp- 
bell, David City; L. B. Mapel, Seward; Sterling Nelson, 
Stromsburg; and L. N. Corrington, Auburn. 

Plant and traffic functions were placed in charge of 
J. A. McKinzie for the east half of the territory and L. P. 
Young for the west. Maintenance functions were in charge 
of area wire chiefs, whose appointments were also an- 
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sraph in the origin and distribution of messages and in local parcel delivery 
service. Telegraph boys were stationed at most area points throughout the 
territory. This is the group at Lincoln in 1938. 


nounced early in the year as follows: J. C. Gear, Fairbury; 
H. F. Apking, Auburn; Alex Geist, Plattsmouth; George 
Miers, Seward; Harry Branch, Hastings; I. W. Halverstadt, 
Tecumseh; John Manners, Wahoo; R. I. Schouborg, Beatrice; 
W. E. MacDonald, Nebraska City; Lee Millholen, Geneva; 
E. O. Rosker, Wymore; George Mehuron, York; H. L. Whit- 
ney, David City; John Brockmeyer, Hebron; and Fred 
Adkins, Superior. 

Listed among the year’s retirements were the names of 
Alex Noyes, Peter Gartner, F. F. Roderick, J. A. Caley, 
Frank Bagley, May Walker, J. R. Manners, C. Jensen, Millie 
Beal, Henry Trobough and O. P. Knee. 

In August the organization was again revised. Nebraska 
City district was eliminated and the territory divided into 
four districts. Further personnel changes installed Charles 
B. Meshier as area commercial manager, Tecumseh; W. E. 
MacDonald, Western district inspector; Fred Adkins, man- 
ager, Osceola-Shelby; C. A. Baldwin, manager, Humboldt; 
Lee Millholen, manager, Fairmont; Bernice Smith, chief 
operator, York; Herman Studier, manager, Sterling-Adams; 
Jack Mankamyer, manager, Milford; William Mouden, man- 
ager, Beaver Crossing; Lyman Neff, Lincoln custodian; 
William Eckles, manager, Wilber; Waldo McDowell, invoice 
supervisor; Harold Laipply, revenue accountant; and 5S. F. 
Bush, traveling auditor. 

During 1934 the Nehawka exchange was cut to dial 
operation and the rotary billing method for subscribers’ 
accounts adopted. Once again the employees accepted a 
wage cut equal to one week’s pay, ten per cent of the 
amount being deducted at monthly intervals from March 
through December. 

Another year that began with promise 


i} and ended in frustration. The corn stood 
sturdy and green in early August, when 
three days of torrid wind swept the fields 


and seared the pollen in the tassel. Ne- 
braska salvaged a corn crop of 105 million bushels, which 
appears huge compared with the 21 million bushels har- 
vested in 1934, but was less than the hoped-for yield. LT&T 
earnings, however, showed a definite upward trend, and 
on July 1 a general wage increase of five per cent was an- 
nounced. ur June station gain of 271 was the largest 
since 1927. 

The line of organization was again revised, with district 
managers J. A. McKinzie, Lincoln; C. G. Bennett, York; 
L. P. Young, Hastings; and J. P. Lahr, Beatrice, assuming 
all departmental duties except in Lincoln Zone, where 
Clayton Liebhart was designated district plant manager 
and K. B. Cary, district commercial manager. 

Appointed as chief clerk to the district managers were: 
Ted Ray, York; Waldo McDowell, Lincoln; Chauncey Eg- 
gerss, Hastings; and John Backstrom, Beatrice. Other per- 
sonnel changes of the year included E. J. Flowerday, ap- 
pointed manager at Friend; Hotilda Eurich, chief operator, 
Friend; K. L. Lawson, directory and methods supervisor; 
M. M. Hale, commercial engineer; B. I. Noble, sales en- 
gineer; Norman Ott, advertising manager and editor of the 
News; Paul Schmeltzer, construction superintendent; and 
Carl Ahl, addressograph supervisor. 

Retirements were announced for W. E. Bell, general 
commercial superintendent; C. P. Russell, secretary; H. W. 
Wheeler, construction superintendent; and John Schulling, 
manager at Raymond. 


From 1933 to 1939 LT&T engaged in joint operations with Postal Tele- 


Retirement party for O. P. Knee (front center) held in the men’s club 
room, Lincoln, in September 1934. Mr. Knee held a service record dating 
back to 1889. Of the 39 employees shown, mostly from the Lincoln plant 
department, only seven have left the company to seek employment elsewhere. 


One of the most disastrous crop seasons 


ever experienced in our territory. January 
and February were bitter-cold. For more 
than a solid month the temperature de- 


scended each night to zero or below. By 
mid-year the mercury stood fixed at the top of thermometers 
as one heat wave after another rolled out of the south. 

In the industrial centers of the east and in most parts 
of the country outside of the ‘Great Plains” territory many 
telephone companies had already regained the telephones 
lost during the depression. The cost of material and sup- 
plies increased rapidly and the tax burden was becoming 
acute. The Social Security tax, conceived this year, added 
$12,000 to the company’s tax bill, which now claimed more 
than 15 per cent of its net income. Another five per cent 
wage restoration had been given all employees at the be- 
ginning of the year. 

The first air conditioning brought relief to operators 
at Hastings, York, College View and Lincoln, and to patrons 
of the Lincoln cafeteria. Sound motion picture equipment 
was purchased to replace the old silent projectors used in 
company publicity efforts before civic and school groups. 
The Murdock exchange was converted to dial. The Em- 
ployees Co-Operative Credit Association was formed, with 
F. E. Behm as president; M. M. Hale, vice president; M. W. 
Franklin, secretary; and Huldah Gessner, treasurer. 

C. G. Bennett represented the lone retirement of the 
year. Clyde Burge became district manager at York; L. P. 
Schlentz was advanced to sales training supervisor. 

In the final tabulation of the year’s business the com- 
pany fared better than expected. Gross revenues had in- 
creased by $119,515, and stations in service showed a net 
gain of 1,142. 

It was the fifth straight year that drought 


0 and dust and the pestilence of grasshop- 
pers brought the loss of the corn crop and 
es late cuttings of alfalfa. After a station 


gain through the first six months of the 
year the trend reversed, to reflect the decline in business 
then general throughout the nation. The close of the year 
found the company in about the same situation, station-wise, 
as in the preceding year. 

The word “The” was prefixed to the company name to 
indicate a corporate change. We were now a Delaware 
corporation and again a straight operating company. 

The Lincoln ‘4” office was brought into service at 48th 
and South Streets with George Albury appointed as office 
foreman. Other personnel changes recounted the selection 
of Lauretta Rowley as York chief operator and the retire- 
ments of John Sullivan, veteran construction employee; 
Florence Disher, Adams; Ella Rasher, Belvidere; Nellie 
Manspeaker, Beatrice; and Millie Dahlberg, Osceola. The 
exchanges at Colon and Panama were the latest to join the 
dial family. 

A continuation of the disheartening parade 

(0) 3} of years that promised much and yielded 

little. As winter descended it found most 

a farmers with little or no grain on hand, 

even for next year’s seeding. Rough feed 

was plentiful but now there was little livestock remaining 
to consume it. The company’s income decreased and a loss 
of 905 telepnones was recorded at year’s end. Automobiles 
and hard surface roads were contributing to a population 
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decrease in small towns which in turn was beginning to 
present a major problem in telephone economics. 

There was a change in the Board of Directors through 
the death of Charles Stuart and by Joseph Grainger re- 
linquishing his directorship. Both were directors since 
1909. William I. Aitken was added to the Board at its 
annual meeting. 

Fire destroyed the Weeping Water central office on 
January 22; and the plant department, with an emergency 
switchboard, re-established service the next day. Hansen, 
our first satellite exchange, was now converted to full dial 
operation, as were Murray, Octavia, and Lincoln rural sub- 
scribers. 

Retired during the year were A. T. Gille, Merrill Green, 
Harve Colvin and M. T. Caster. The latter had supervised 
plant activities for more than 30 years. F. E. Behm was 
named general plant superintendent to succeed Mr. Caster. 
Ray Misner, area manager, Plattsmouth, was taken by death. 

An April storm with “dancing wires” brought heavy 
damage to the eastern half of the territory. The ‘White 
Spot” campaign was held during May and won by Hebron 
Area. A new building was erected at Beaver Crossing and 
the general offices were air conditioned. Lincoln also 
boasted of a new toll test board. Another campaign, called 
“Bring Home the Bacon,” was held in November and won 


by Stromsburg Area. . 
Last of the drought years brought yields 


of wheat, corn and oats, even less than 
0 0 those of 1938. Prices were also lower and 
| the loss of but 413 telephones for the year 


was considered a very favorable omen. 
There remained only 11,352 rural stations compared to more 
than 24,000 in 1930. Postal Telegraph business was aban- 
doned as an economy measure, and the Fair Labor Standards 
Act (Wage-Hour Law) had been in effect since the year 
before and now provided a maximum work week of 44 hours 
and a minimum wage of 25 cents per hour. 

Following the death of J. P. Lahr, district manager at 
Beatrice, the operating districts were reduced from five 
to four, the Central, Eastern, Southern and Western, with 
much the same boundaries as they have today. 

Retiring during the year were H. C. Trobough, Harry 
Felton, Henry White, and Frank McDowell. Promoted were 
George P. Dobson, to area manager, Plattsmouth; L. P. 
Schlentz, sales manager, Lincoln; R. H. Gray, manager, 
Weeping Water; Edith Schleiger, chief operator, Sutton; 
B. I. Noble, area manager, York; and W. J. McDowell, 
L. W. Cleveland and Tyler Ryan as assistant area man- 
agers at Nebraska City, York and Seward, respectively. 
George Barney was named chief clerk in General Plant; 
M. C. Walker, acting wire chief, Hastings; Ella Hansen, chief 
operator, David City; and Myra Metcalf, chief operator, 
Wymore. Clyde Burge was transferred from York to 
Beatrice as district manager. 

Dial service came to Hardy, Julian and Talmage, while 
the exchanges at Nora, Otoe, Thayer and Greenwood were 
discontinued, their subscribers being added to neighboring 
exchanges. Lincoln had regained all its depression-lost 
stations in April as the total reached 27,173. 

The six per cent preferred stock of the company was 
called in. Part of it was retired and the balance reissued 
at five per cent, bringing an apparent improvement of about 
$70,000 yearly in net earnings. The company passed most 
of this to employees in wage adjustments. World War II 
had begun in Europe and the nation was casting appre- 
hensive glances at its feeble armaments. Surpluses were 
disappearing and already the industrial centers were burst- 
ing into unusual activity. The traffic bulge on the Lincoln 
switchboard was breaking records almost daily. As 1939 
came to a close there was evidence that the nation was 
casting off its lethargy of the past ten years and gathering 
strength and reliance as it girded itself for the combat 
that moved inexorably nearer. 


Virgil and Harriett Carter. 
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Bowling team of 1930 appeared Reading the Telephone News, hot 


in pea-green smocks. Left to right: off the press in June 1931, are 
Lillian Beal, Mildred Miller, Grace Dewey Nelsen, B. J. Sievers, Mar- 


Hauschild, Margaret Hall, Frances garet Francis, Elsie Powell, Heiga 
Ahl Warner and M. W. Franklin. 


An early ‘thirty group in front of the original Lincoln building included 
Foremen F. M. Butterfield, A. D. Harmon, Leland Hodge, T. R. Dewolf and 
Harry Moss; L. C. Andersons, cable suverviscr, and Thomas C. Woods, 
vice president. 


Model A Fords predominated in this view of a goodly portion of LT&T’s 
work-car fleet lined up at Hastings in 1934. 


z 


Kings and Queens of Sales were crowned in the 12-Month’s Club banquet 
held at Lincoln in January 1938. Easily identified, from left, are J. H. Agee, 
vice president; Paul Winscot, K. L. Lawson, W. R. Minich, Dorothy Head- 
man, Merle M. Hale, Mary Arnold and L. P. Schlentz. 
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LT&T Golfers Clash in Sie Classic 


In the upper left corner of page 2 is a picture of Dewey 
Nelsen panning for gold in the Black Hills. Company golfers 
are convinced that the picture clears up the four-year-old 
mystery of why the golfing association can continue, year 
after year, to spend more for prizes than it receives in total 
fees. Mr. Nelsen, as secretary of the club, has stanchly 
refused to reveal the source of the hidden income. 

Prizes were again the feature of the annual champion- 
ship tournament held at Pioneer Golf Course on September 
19. The winners and runners-up in both medal and handicap 
events received shirts valued at $4.95, no less; while 14 other 
prizes were interspersed among the 26 competitors for the 
crown. 

Lloyd Cleveland is the new handicap champion. He 
dethrones Larry Connealy, last year’s winner, and will 
stand guard over the coveted trophy for the next 12 months. 
John McKinzie came through with the low medal score of 
82. He was two strokes under last year’s champion, Roy 


Mills. 


Fifty LT&T Masons, many of them from far points of the 
territory, were in attendance at the third annual Telephone 
Day, sponsored by Lancaster Lodge No. 54, A.F.&A.M., at 
Lincoln on September 24. The day had been set aside by the 
lodge in joint recognition of the 45 telephone men who are 
members and officers of 54; and of its distinguished past 
master, Merle M. Hale, who is currently progressing through 
the line of officers in the Grand Lodge, Masons of Nebraska. 
Mr. Hale now occupies the station of Grand Senior Warden. 
In the picture above, the telephone men are grouped behind 
visiting members of the Grand Lodge, who are seated in the 
foreground. Seated sixth from left is Charles F. Adams, of 
Aurora, present Grand Master, Masons of Nebraska. 
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THE LINCOLN TEAM. Back row: Bob Leary, Jack Geist, Ron Cotton, 
Ronny Ahl, Norman Duer. Second row: Dale Weaver, John Findley, Don 
Smith, Cloyd Bucknell, Dean Hobson, Charles Connors. Front row: Mike 
Leary, Jack Caldwell, Harold Brady—manager, Bobby Livingston, Mike Con- 
nors. Kneeling: Donnie Duer. 


Softballers Feast and Reminisce 


Members of the Beatrice and Lincoln employee softball 
teams closed their respective schedules in a joint banquet— 
compliments of the company—at Italian Village, Lincoln, 
on October 1. It marked the climax of a season in which 
both teams battled the best their localities had to offer. 
Though there were occasional wounds to be licked, the tele- 
phone aggregations gave far better than they received. 

The two teams collided but once and then with well 
substituted lineups. They battled extra innings at the com- 
pany picnic in a tussle finally won by the Lincoln team. 

We regret that the Beatrice contingent did not pose for 
their portrait during the course of the season. LT&T mem- 
bers of the team were: Frank Fisher, catcher; George Was- 
son, manager and pitcher; Archie Stansbury, 1B; Lowell 
Genrick, 2B; Don Schark, SS; Doyle Fisher, 3B; Don Gil- 
more, Frank Gurgens, Joe Turner and Ed Jungck, fielders; 
Ted Ray, assistant manager-scorekeeper; and Harlan Gilles- 
pie, coach. 


Commercial Stag at South Bend 


On September 7, the “boys” of the local and general commercial depart- 
ments at Lincoln gathered at the cabin of Ken Boshart at South Bend for 
a steak supper and an evening of leisure. Part of the well-fed horde, 
shown in the above picture, are identified as Messrs. Gorman, Hamilton, 
Huddleston, Eggerss, Ramsey, Boshart, Lawson, Geist, Wanek, Schlentz, 
Caldwell and Brendle. 
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Committeeman L. M. Johnson, extreme left, had to 
call only once for the Pioneers to 


ai 


come and get it.” 


Pioneers Discover Columbus On North Bank of Platte 


Pioneer history was written at 
Columbus on Sunday, September 26. 
It was the first time that the Frank H. 
Woods Chapter has crossed the Platte 
for a social gathering, and from the 
ring of unqualified success in this ven- 
ture, the future will certainly call for 
more of the same. 

There were 106 registered in this 
revival of the Pioneer Picnic, the first 
the chapter has staged since 1944. The 
crowd gathered at Columbus Park in 
mid-afternoon and the youngsters were 
immediately gathered into a remote 
glen to indulge (profitably) in games 
and contests. This part of the agenda 
was handled in a most capable manner 
by Mrs. B. A. Bunting of Columbus. 
The men found another shady spot 
where a horseshoe tournament raged 


in a two-hour session. Elmer Dough- 
erty and Tommy Hedges paired as 
partners to pin back the ears of a dozen 
teams of challengers. In the spacious 
shelter house a Bingo game was in pro 
gress and most of the ladies were intent 
in filling their cards. 


The fried chicken supper was boun- 
tiful. Even so, invitations were issued 
for the folks to step up for second and 
third helpings. Of this we are sure: 
No one went away hungry. President 
Ot Gorman was in fine fettle as the 
orator of the day. Bows were taken by 
the committee and several guests. It 
was the opinion of all that Social 
Chairman Helm, the L. M. Johnsons, 
the M. F. Snavelys, the B. A. Buntings, 
and other Columbus helpers had 
staged one of the Pioneer’s most suc- 
cessful events of all time. 


Friday, September 10, was B-E 
(Business-Education) Day at Lincoln. 
Approximately 40 educators and teach- 
ers from public and parochial schools 
of Lincoln were guests of the company 
in a tour that included the 6-Office at 
49th and Huntington, 4-Office at 48th 
and South, Supply building at 21st 


Teachers Visit Company On Annual B-E Day 


and L, general offices at 14th and M 
and the new equipment building at 
15th and M. 

The B-E program is nationwide in 
scope and is designed to give the teach- 
ers a greater insight into the American 
economic system through first-hand 
observation of business in operation, 
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The heavy schedule of the day was 
broken at noontime by a luncheon at 
the Cornhusker, where the group was 
addressed by K. L. Lawson and C. C. 
Donley. Afterwards a tour of the new 
equipment building, a toll operating 
demonstration and a viewing of the 
motion picture “Milestones of Service” 
was on the agenda. M. M. Hale gave 
the concluding remarks. 

Narrators and guides along the route 
included W. D. Quinn, Kent Eno, F. D. 
Hamilton, Jack Caldwell, W. R. Hud- 
dleston and L. W. Cleveland. A. B. 
Waters, district commercial manager, 
was in general charge of arrangements. 
The picture shows the visiting group, 
with company representatives, assem- 
bled outside the new building. 


Employees Fall In Line 


“Pat” Deinert receives her ounce of preven- 
tion’ from Dr. Finney’s needle as a long line 
of accounting and commercial folk queue up to 
have their turn. 


Comes the time of year when em- 
vloyees roll up their sleeves. But it is 
to receive the annual flu shot, in re- 
sponse to the offer by the personnel 
department to have anti-influenza in- 
oculations administered free of charge, 
as one of the long established features 
of the company’s health program. 

At Lincoln the inoculations were 
given by Dr. L. E. Finney, company 
physician, at the new building on Sep- 
tember 22 and at the warehouse on 
September 27. A total of 227 Lincoln 
employees bravely faced the needle; 
37 more than last year. The vaccine 
was mailed to exchanges other than 
Lincoln, to be administered by local 
doctors who were paid for their serv 
ices by the company. 192. territorial 
employees returned the coupon re 
questing the serum to the personnel 
department, 


STROMSBURG, August 24. L. C. “Smick’” Williams sh 
wall set collection to the Harvey Armagost family of David City. 


ows the historical 


tag : D ae, oat 


DAVID CITY, August 31. Merna Bates, service assistant, tells the stor 
of toll dialing to an audience of young Americans, who seem as interested 


as their elders. 
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WAHOO, September 2. Mary Beaty, S. A., unfolds the mysteries of cords, 
plugs and keys to a group of attentive townspeople. 
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PLATTSMOU 


TH, September 9. Hilda “Tip’’ Johanns, chief operator, 


LT&T in the ‘teens; and Mrs. Julia Eornff, operator in Denmark more than 
60 years ago. 


S 


WEEPING WATER, September 14. Eva Fern Davis, cashier, and Don 


Rutledge, manager, and distinguished guest, Shirley Bates Lane, who was 
heroine cf a fire that destroyed the central office in January, 1938. 


A Banner Month For Open Houses 


PEN HOUSE activities at four of our exchanges were 

reported in detail in the August-September News. 
Subsequently, the program has been accelerated, so that 
no less than ten additional Open Houses were held before 
the close of September. The exchanges involved were 
Stromsburg, David City, Wahoo, Plattsmouth, Weeping 
Water, Syracuse, Beatrice, Tecumseh, Auburn and Humboldt. 


In nearly every Open House the public surged through 
the exchange in unexpected numbers. Estimated attend- 
ance figures had been revised upward time and again, but 
still were surpassed by the actual count of visitors that 
streamed through the open doors. At Wahoo, Plattsmouth, 
Weeping Water, Syracuse and Tecumseh the total attend- 
ance actually exceeded the number of invitations sent to the 
subscribers of those exchanges. 


From the standpoint of public relations the Open 
Houses are apparently returning rich dividends. Innumer- 
able favorable comments have been received from our 


PLATTSMOUTH. Frances Gapen 
gives a toll dialing demonstration 
for an alert young audience. 
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DAVID CITY. LeRoy Winscof, 
second from right, did a lot of 
greeting at the main entrance. 
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SYRACUSE, September 16. Sophia Windels, right, greets the town’s first 
telephone operator, Mrs. H. L. Cooper, nee Caroline McClanahan. Mrs. 
Cooper was also one of LT&T’s first employees at Lincoln in 1903. 


visitors as they journey along the line of march through 
the exchanges. There is no doubt that friendliness and 
patience on the part of the subscribers increase as they come 
to a better understanding of our work and problems, and 
meet the people who are responsible for the quality of their 
telephone service. Local editors have cooperated valiantly 
in handling the stories of the Open House as headline 
local news. 

Mainly the success of the entire program can be attrib- 
uted to two matching factors: The careful planning of 
details by A. B. Gorman, advertising manager, and L. W. 
Cleveland, traffic chief; and to the wholehearted coopera- 
tion these two have found among the personnel of every 
district, area and exchange. 

It is regrettable that the volume of photographs taken 
at the ten Open Houses is too great to print in their entirety 
within the confines of the News. The pictures on these 
pages reflect the nature of the activity at the several 


exchanges. 
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SYRACUSE. That’s Norma Jean 
Dettmer and Phyllis Beers, looking 
over the tally of their big Open 


House. board. 


AUBURN. Myron Birdsley, wire 
chief, points to the maze of cabling 
and equipment at the rear of the 
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BEATRICE, September 21. An essential part of the picture is cut off in 


the engraving. The ladies are shoeless! Resting their aching arches after 
the Open House are Mabel Weiting, Lela Watson, Marcella Will, Ellen 


Eutterfield and Hattie Elmshauser. 
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TECUMSEH, September 23. Mary Meister, Traffic, demonstrates Tecum- 
seh’s toll outlets. 
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AUBURN, September 28. George Damon, veteran combinationman, 
explains the function of the main distributing frame. 
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HUMBOLDT, September 30. Kenneth L. Paro, combinationman, telling 
the cable story. 
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Flora fohuiston Answers 
Last Call 


N September 21, Flora M. Johnston, 
retired employee, quietly passed 
away at Wide Horizon Sanitarium, 
Denver, succumbing in a_ tenacious 
struggle to a long 
and painful illness. 
For nearly a quarter 
of a century, until 
her retirement ten 
years ago, Miss 
Johnston held a suc- 
cession of important 
secretarial posts in 
the general offices 
at Lincoln. 
Employed in Jan- 
uary 1920 as secretary to General Man- 
ager L. E. Hurtz, she served, in the 
Same capacity, to his successors, R. E. 
Mattison and J. H. Agee, until Febru- 
ary 1927, when she transferred to the 
commercial department. She became 
stenographer in the treasurer’s office 
two years later, and with the establish- 
ment of the personnel department she 
Was secretary to the first two personnel 
directors, L. C. Oberlies and Guy O. 


Seaton. 


Flora M. Johnston 


For many years she was company 
librarian and with the formation of 
the Frank H. Woods Pioneer Chapter 
in June 1941, she was elected as the 
first secretary of that organization. 
Much of the Chapter’s later success has 
been attributed to ‘“Johnny’s” devotion 
to its business and growth during the 
three years she held this office. 

Since her retirement in August 1944, 
Miss Johnston resided for a short time 
in Pennsylvania and Washington, D. C., 
before returning to Lincoln. She went 
to Denver only a few weeks ago in an 
effort to alleviate her steadily worsen- 
ing physical condition. She was 76 
years of age at the time of her death. 


Human Relations Classes at Wahoo and Hastings 
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The Hastings Class, left to right: R. E. Wait, Walter F. Roberts, Clarence Schleufer, Joe Adam- 


son, M. M. Hale, Erma Keenan, Boyd Imler, John Spady, Vance Embrey, Charles Crew, Armin Acker- 
mann, J. H. Mankamyer, and Marie Pearson. H. O. Wentink, another class member, is not in picture. 


Two new classes in the company’s 
“Human Relations In Management” 
course were started during September; 
one at Wahoo, being conducted by 
James W. Cruickshank; and one at 
Hastings with Joe Adamson as leader. 
Both Mr. Cruickshank and Mr. Adam- 
son are “graduates” of one of the 
classes held at Lincoln last spring. 


The Wahoo class includes as stu’ 
dents, supervisory personnel from the 
Seward, David City and Wahoo areas. 
The Hastings class is drawn from the 
Stromsburg, Superior, York, Geneva, 
Sutton and Hastings areas. Both groups 
will get the “full treatment,” in a study 
course that carries through all-day dis- 


The Wahoo class, clockwise about the con- 
ference table: Lura Blackman, Harvey Armagost, 
Lydia Kriegshauser, Irene Swan, J. H. Roland, 
C. J. Novak, M. M. Hale, Walter F. Roberts, 
J. W. Cruickshank, E. G. Piper, Dick Fischer, 
G. C. Shipley, R. W. Gray, E. L. Dorland, and 
Ethel Daharsh. 


cussions, one day per week for eight 
weeks. M. M. Hale, vice president, and 
Walter F. Roberts, personnel director, 
were present at the introductory meet- 
ing of both classes and for the official 
class pictures which are shown here. 


Combinationmen— 
Please Note 


By Rexine Bretta 

HIS news item doesn’t belong in the 
traffic department but I’m sure the 
parties involved will never let the story 
out, so their editor wouldn’t be able 
to write about it. It seems two em- 
ployees were installing telephones at 
the air base. On this particular day 
they were inside a hangar, at a spot 
where an office was being constructed. 
Along came the carpenters, up went 
the framework for the walls, on went 
the sheathing, and thru it all the 
telephone men worked like _ little 
beavers! The carpenters were aware 
that the telephone men had a 20 ft. 
ladder inside this office which was 
9 ft. x 14 ft. x 22 ft. tall, the doorway 
was blocked and there was no way to 
get the ladder out except thru. the 
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wall which wasn’t there when the lad- 
der went in! 


Came quitting time and the tele- 
phone men prepared to leave, looked 
at the walls surrounding them, and then 
at each other. Well now, you know 
you just don’t saw into pieces a ladder 
belonging to the COMPANY! Guess 
those boys were prepared to do any- 
thing to get that ladder out in one 
piece. After all sorts of offers and 
bribes which they turned down, the 
carpenters finally took out the two little 
tacks, holding a piece of sheathing in 
place, and the telephone men escaped 
with their ladder and red faces. What 
a laugh the carpenters had as_ they 
properly nailed the piece of sheathing 
in place! 


(Editor’s Note: If Mrs. Bretta, the author, 
receives an anonymous gift of a box of candy 
before October 25 the names of these two 
heroes will probably never be known.) 
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Virginia Anderson 
Lincoln Lincoln 
10 Years 


R. L. Dalton B. D. Pattison 
Lincoln Lincoln 
35 Years 20 Years 


Forty-Four Years 
A. S. Keckler, Lincoln. 
Forty-Two Years 
J. C. Gear, Fairbury. 
Thirty-Nine Years 
I. W. Halverstadt, Tecumseh. 
Thirty-Eight Years 
A. T. Albers, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Five Years 
R. L. Dalton, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Four Years 
W. C. Stewart, Lincoln; Maude P. Willey, 
Beatrice. 
Thirty-Two Years 
F. P. Darnold, Hastings. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
A. W. Holcomb, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
E. G. Piper, Wahoo: Jessie A. VanTrump, 
Hastings. 
Twenty-Six Years 
W. J. McDowell, LeRoy Schlentz, Florence 
Tatman, Lincoln. 
Twenty-I[wo Years 
L. P. Livingston, Lincoln. 
Twenty-One Years 
Marcia V. Watson, Lincoln. 


A. W. Berglund 


10 Years Lincoln 
10 Years 


Twenty Years 
B. D. Pattison, Lincoln. 


Nineteen Years 
W. W. Eden, B. A. Isaman, Lincoln: Edna 
D. Pflughaupt, York. 


Eighteen Years 
Pauline E. Reckard, Plattsmouth; G. A. 
Wasson, Beatrice. 
Seventeen Years 


Genevieve M. Griffin, Lincoln. 


Thirteen Years 
Velma L. Abker, Nebraska City; C. E. 
Connors, Lincoln; Amy L. Dixon, Weeping 
Water: Lela Watson, Beatrice. 


Twelve Years 
Lauretta D. Baker, Hastings: Mary H 
Bartyzelle, Nebraska City; E. G. Brehm, Viola 
M. Fischer, Donavin Frankforter, Ruth M. 
Kadavy, S. K. Lawrence, R. E. Wohlberg, 
Lincoln; W. H. Husing, Sterling: Virginia M. 
Lempka, Tecumseh: L. E. Vosika, Wilber. 
Eleven Years 
Arlene M. Cline, Fairbury; Leona Geseking, 
Tamora; Lillian R. Hubbard, Lincoln. 


Ten Years 
Virginia H. Anderson, A. W. Berglund, 


Helen Pierson 


Bernice Mueller 
Seward 


10 Years 


Myrtie Smith 
Carleton 
10 Years 


Helen K. Pierson, Lincoln: Bernice R. Muel- 
ler, Seward; Myrtle M. Smith, Carleton. 
Nine Years 
B. F. Anderson, M. R. Koch, Plattsmouth; 
Jack Billings, Beatrice: Vivian J. Dee, David 
City: P. J. Eisenbarth, Lincoln: C. F. Schleuf- 
er, Hastings: C. A. Salisbury, York. 
Eight Years 
J. D. Adamson, A. G. DeBacker, Hastings: 
R. K. Ghormley, Lincoln: J. E. Hatfield, 
Stromsburg: L. H. Lane, Weeping Water; 
F. D. Nichelson, Wahoo: J. E. Turner, 
Beatrice. 
Seven Years 
W. C. Baker, A. C. Brunke, M. A. Loh- 
meier, R. H. Zimmerman, Lincoln: J. D. 
Brockmeyer, Hebron: Eleanor E. Schutz, 
Seward; E. L. Wheatcraft, Nebraska City. 
Six Years 
L. R. Cink, Wahoo: Anna M. Mohlman. 
Hastings. 
Five Years 
J. W. Eckles, M. L. Melvin, Maxine C. 
Weseman, Hastings: Mildred L. Lanik, Wa- 
hoo: Marilyn J. Lionberger, Lee G. Rising, 
L. K. White, Lincoln; E. D. Mather, Platts- 


mouth. 


Ethyl Armstrong 
Moves To Seattle 


THYL M. ARMSTRONG, cashier 
at Nebraska City, retired from the 
labors of her long career, and from 
Nebraska, too, as she departed Sep- 
tember 1 for her new home at Seattle, 
Washington. Mrs. Armstrong makes 
the change to be nearer her son, Max, 
who was formerly an employee of the 
company. Her service record extends 
more than 20 years. 
Mrs. Armstrong first came to the 
company as c hie 
Davey in March 1934. Two years 
later she moved to Dunbar in a like 
position and in July 1937 joined the 
forces at Ashland, where she served as 


cashier until February 1948 when she 
came to the Nebraska City commercial 
office. 

Very active in community affairs 
Mrs. Armstrong, while at Nebraska 
City, served two years as secretary of 
the Eastern Star chapter, was for two 
years a director of the women’s divi- 
sion of the Chamber of Commerce and 
is currently president of the Credit 
Women's Breakfast Club. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Robert Berge announce the 
birth of a son, William Harold, on August 
13. Betty is an operator in the Ashland 
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traffic department. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Young are the parents 
of a son, James Allan, born August 20. Mrs. 
Young is an operator at Ashland. 

Mr. and Mrs. Vyrl Clark announce the 
arrival of a son, Vernon Dean, born Septem- 


ber 11. Mr. Clark is Manager at Wilber. 


| 
| JOURNEYS END 


Mrs. Margaret Hippe, mother of Lydia 
McGuire, Crete Traffic, passed away Septem- 
ber 8. Funeral services were held at the West 
Blue Church in Crete. 

Ray Ghormley, father of Roger Ghormley, 
Engineering, died September 10 in New York 
City. Funeral services were held in Hutchin- 
son, Kansas, on September 16. 

Mrs. Matilda Kendall, mother of Gladys 
Lee and Theresa Peters, Lincoln Traffic, died 
September 28. Funeral services were held in 
Lincoln on October 1. 


view Cemetery, Havelock. 


Interment at Fair- 


Forty Years for Sophia Windels and John Hobson 


eeqeene ee 


At Miss Windels’ anniversary dinner, left to right, 
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. F. Roberts, L. P. 


were W 


Young, Mrs. Alma Steinhoff, E. W. Neujahr, A. M. Newens, Sophia Windels, K. L. 
Lawson, M. M. Hale, P. H. Henson, Mrs. Adele Copenhaver, M. C. Walker and 
L. W. Cleveland. Mrs. Steinhoff and Mrs. Copenhaver are sisters of Miss Windels. 


HAT rare attainment, the fortieth 

anniversary, came to two employees 
during the month of September. Sophia 
M. Windels, chief operator at Syracuse, 
and John M. Hobson, construction 
foreman, Lincoln. are the latest mem- 
bers of the group of 16 active employees 
who wear the diamond emblem signify- 
ing two score years in the industry. 

Miss Windels was guest of honor at 
a dinner at the Cornhusker Hotel on 
her anniversary date, September 1. Her 
employment runs, in an unbroken 
chain, from that day in 1914 when she 
first sat at the Syracuse switchboard 
and was instructed in the art of local 
operator. She became assistant chief 
in 1922 and was appointed chief oper- 
ator in March 1924, the position she 
has filled so capably for more than 
30 years. 

With her new honors, Miss Windels 
joins that small and select circle of 
ladies who wear the 40-year pin. There 
are now six of them in active employ- 
ment: Laura Douty, Frances Virgil, 
Margaret Bethscheider, Merlie Mar- 


Py 


John Hobson receiving congratulations from Mr. Hale at his 40th anniversary 


kuson and Hulda Gessner, making up 
the balance of the club’s membership. 
Young John Hobson wasn’t looking 
for a career job when he “hired out” 
for three days in March 1913 as a 
member of the Weeping Water plant 
forces. It was his first appearance on 
the payroll, nevertheless: and he made 
several more brief appearances before 
he became a permanent employee in a 
district foreman’s crew the following 
year. He marched away in the first 
7orld War and rejoined the company 
following his discharge in June 1919. 
He was a combinationman at Wahoo 
in the early “twenties and in 1925 
entered the construction department 
and in most of the years since that time 
he has headed one of the heavy crews. 
Equally honored with John at his 
40th-anniversary dinner at the Corn- 
husker on September 7 were his two 
sons, Dick and Dean, representing the 
second generation of telephone men. 
Merle M. Hale, vice president, presided 
at the dinners for both Mr. Hobson and 
Miss Windels. 
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dinner. Others from left to right are A. W. Holcomb, Richard Hobson, Ray Boling, 
Max C. Waiker, Waiter F. Roberts, Dean Hobson and C. C. Donley. 
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Patricia DeHart, Ashland Traffic, and Ken- 
neth Leming were married August 8 at the 


home of the bride in Ashland. 


While on her vacation, Merna Ann Stew- 
art and William Bates were married at Las 
Vegas, Nevada, August 19. Merna is a serv- 
ice assistant in David City Traffic. 


Margaret Cornell, operator, David City, 
was united in marriage to Vern Zeilinger on 
August 22 at St. Luke’s Methodist Church in 
David City. 

Ramona Kobza, David City operator, was 
married to George Abbott in St. Mary’s 
Church on August 24. 

Jean Nelson, operator, Wahoo, became the 
bride of Kenneth Warner in a private cere- 
mony on September 4. Kenney is serving 
with the U. S. Army and is stationed at Fort 
Riley, Kansas. 

Gladys Trumble, Lincoln Traffic, and 
Richard Lee were united in marriage Sep- 
tember 4. 

Voline Houdek, operator, Wahoo, became 
the bride of Vic Volkart on September 8 in 
a private ceremony. 

Noreen Armstrong of the Crete traffic de- 
partment became the bride of Wally Wild at 
the First Congregational Church on Septem- 
ber 12. 

The wedding of Virginia Gates, Lincoln 
Traffic, and Richard Tidd took place Sep- 
tember 12 at Grace Methodist Church in 
Lincoln. 

Sheroll Drake, Lincoln Traffic, and Eldon 
Oehlerking were married September 15 at 


the Methodist Church in Elmwood. 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association during the month of 


September: 


Primary Members: Leona Braziel, Lincoln 
Traffic, $12.00; Helen Pierson, Lincoln Traffic. 
$15.00; Evonnee Snyder, Hastings Traffic, 
$147.00; Frances Virgil, Accounting, $9.00; Al- 
vina Miller, Accounting, $482.75: W. R. Huddle- 
ston, Lincoln Commercial, $7.00; Paul Henson, 
Executive, $10.00; R. E. Hibbert, Lincoln Con- 
struction, $15.00; Barbara Neeman, Syracuse 
Traffic, $231.00; A. J. Parde, Beatrice Plant, 
$245.00; Gladys Harre, York Traffic, $10.00; 
Joan Giebelhaus, Lincoln’ Traffic, $11.00; 
Waiter Roberts, Executive, $15.00: Rex King, 
Lincoln Construction, $6.25; N. E. Hammond, 
Lincoln Service, $50.00. 

Dependents: Mrs. M. D. Chamberlain, Lin- 
coln, $312.01; Mrs. A. L. Ager, Lincoln, $9.38; 
Marilyn Versaw, Lincoln, $5.63; Mrs. R. N. 
Brendle, Lincoln, $26.25; Mrs. R. R. Winders, 
Lincoln, $5.63; Carita Eggleston, Pawnee City, 
$7.50; Steven Reighard, Lincoln, $273.61; Bobby 
Widick, Beatrice, $30.75; Mrs. Roy Rogers, 
York, $24.38; Mrs. R. B. Hobson, Lincoln, 
$20.63; Paul Eisenbarth, Jr., Lincoln, $6.76; 
Mrs. Herbert Huddleston, Lincoln, $7.50; Mar- 
cia Goldenstein, Lincoln, $40.88. 
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- Donald | E. Jones 


K. E. Versaw 


Engineer Construction Foreman 
Lincoln Nebraska City 
Commercial 


Betty A. Christensen, operator, Traffic, to 
clerk, Nebraska City. 
Dorothy M. Darnold, operator, Traffic, to 
clerk, Hastings. 
Margaret A. Hanson, clerk to cashier, Supe- 
rior. 
Vera M. Orton, clerk to cashier, Nebraska 
City. 
Engineering 
K. E. Versaw, engineering assistant to engi- 
neer, Lincoln. 
Plant 
Allan G. Behm, lineman, Construction, to 
combinationman, Lincoln. 
Thomas E. Fuller, groundman to splicer’s 
helper, Construction. 
James E. Geist, switchman, Hastings to Lin- 
coln. 


PROMOTIONS 


TRANSFERS 
TITLE CHANGES 


Ernest W. Gifford, groundman to lineman, 
Construction. 

Leslie G. Hansen, lineman, Construction, to 
combinationman, Lincoln. 

B. T. Hayes, construction foreman, Nebraska 
City General Plant, to lineman, Construc- 
tion. 

Lyle V. Higgins, splicer’s helper to splicer, 
Construction. 

Darryl M. Hunt, driver-lineman to driver, 
heavy equipment (digger), Construction. 

Donald E. Jones, lineman, Construction, to 
construction foreman, Nebraska City Gen- 
eral Plant. 

L. P. Livingston, testman to dispatcher, Lin- 
coln. 

B. C. Macholan, switchman, Western District 
Plant, to installer-rrepairman, COE, Has- 
tings. 

G. E. Miller, dispatcher to service foreman, 
Central Plant. 

Kenneth J. Peters, lineman, Construction, to 
construction foreman, General Plant. 


L. P. Livingston G. E. Miller 
Dispatcher Service Foreman 
Lincoln Lincoln 


Myron J. Shavlik, groundman to splicer’s 
helper, Construction. 

Dale S. Weber, lineman, Construction, to 
combinationman, Tecumseh. 

Boyd M. Wedgwood, installer-repairman, 
PBX, Lincoln, to advanced clerical, Supply. 

Robert E. White, lineman to operator, heavy 
equipment (digger), Construction. 

Judy L. Whitney, stenographer, General 
Traffic, to clerk-typist, Central Plant. 

Wilbur S. Wolfe, switchman to _ installer-re- 
pairman, COE, Lincoln. 

Traffic 

Blanche F. Clark, appointed contract chief 
operator, Waco. 

Shirley F. Nincehelser, clerk, Lincoln Com- 
mercial, to operator, Auburn. 


Earl Eichenour Retires 
ARL J. EICHENOUR closed his 


long association as an active mem- 
ber of the construction forces by re- 
tirement on October 1. He is one of 
the remaining few 
who have been in 
direct contact with 
construction work 
since the days of 
the horse-drawn 
crew wagon. It was 
back in September 
1913 that Mr. 
Eichenour — his 
friends call him 
‘Shag’ — entered 
the profession as a groundman on a 
district crew. He began his span of 
unbroken service in January 1920 as a 
combinationman at Hastings. In 1937 
Shag received his foreman’s stripes in 
the construction department and_ has 


Earl J. Eichenour 


served as crew chief during most of 
the intervening years. Officially, his 
title change to construction foreman, 
his present position, was effective in 
February 1942. It was during this 


year that he moved to Exeter where 
he has since made his home. 

Hunting and fishing are prominently 
mentioned in the immediate plans for 
Shag’s leisure days. 


Retirement of Aner 
McKinzey 


f Na retirement on pension of Aner 
McKinzey, former chief operator- 
cashier at Cedar Bluffs, has been 
announced by the Benefit Committee. 
For more than a year past Mrs. Mc- 
Kinzey has been off duty because of 
ill health. Her service to Cedar Bluffs 
subscribers dates from her employment 
as relief operator in December 1940 
and from her succession to the position 
of contract-chief operator in May 1941, 
but her operating experience dates back 
almost to the dawn of the industry in 
Friend, Nebraska, where she was em- 
ployed by the ancient Saline County 
Telephone Company in August 1909. 
Her name was Aner Winders then. 
Her brother Rex and sister Hazel were 
also employees of the Saline County 
company. When it was purchased by 
LT&T Aner continued employment 
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and was chief operator at Friend when 
she resigned in February 1916, to be 
succeeded as chief by her sister Hazel. 
Mrs. McKinzey returned to employ- 
ment at the Friend switchboard at 
various times during the ‘thirties, so 
that her service record, on retirement, 
shows an accumulation of more than 
21 years. 


Rexine Bretta and Lillian 


Schafer Join News Staff 


May the best wishes of the NEWS 
speed the way of Mildred Whitla, 
Lincoln Traffic, and Ruth White, Lin- 
coln Commercial, who have  relin- 
quished their duties as Associate Edi- 
tors for their departments. We're very 
grateful for the newsy items that have 
flowed from their pens during the time 
they reported the doings of their flock. 

Their editorial posts—to our good 
fortune—have been ably filled through 
the appointment of Rexine Bretta for 
Lincoln Traffic; and Lillian Schafer for 
Lincoln Commercial. Rexine’s first 
writings appear in this month's issue and 
we re sure you will enjoy her sparkling 
column. Lillian, no doubt, will have 
much to say in next month’s magazine. 


J 
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Betty Miles, 
Associate Editor 


David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 

Camilla Selzer vacationed in Holdrege, 
Columbus, Omaha and Lincoln. . . . Phyllis 
Lukassen and her sisters visited another 
sister in Binger, Oklahoma. She reports a 
gay time d-a-o-w-n South... . Evelyn 
Kucera spent her vacation in Columbus, 
helping care for a new niece.... Mr. & 
Mrs. Kenneth Ferguson and son spent a 
few days in Colorado Springs and also visit- 
ed in various parts of Nebraska with 
relatives. ... Visitors in our office this 
past month were Myra Metcalf, Messrs. 
Henson, Walker, Young, Cleveland, Gorman, 
Cruickshank, Keith and Roberts of Lin- 
coln, Mr. Dorland of Wahoo, and Messrs. 
Gray and Shipley of Seward. Come again, 
ni¢e people. ... We here in the David 
City office take this opportunity to say 
“THANKS” to all who came and so kindly 
assisted us the day of our Open House. 


Nebraska City Area 
Norma Jean Dettmer, Correspondent 


Sophia Windels, chief operator, Syracuse, 
spent the last two weeks of her vacation 
working at home. One day was spent in 
Lincoln and one in Omaha. ... We were 
pleased to have our beautiful telephone 
company float in the parade at the Otoe 
County Fair. . . . Everyone seems to have 
recovered from Open House on September 
16. All our 822 guests enjoyed their visit 
and many pleasing comments were heard. 

. . Pat Neujahr and Jean Tegelhutter are 
getting plenty of excercise these days. Both 
seniors and members of the high school 
band, they roli out early in the mornings to 
spend an hour or two marching around 
town with the band before school starts. 

. . Elsie France enjoyed a few days 


visit with her daughter in Jefferson City, 
Missouri. 


Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 


Vacations are still in full swing. Berniece 
Mueller spent one week at home cleaning 
house. ... Irene Mailand spent her two 
weeks in Texas and Colorado. . . . Mr. and 
Mrs. Gray returned from a trip to Custer, 
South Dakota. They reported they took it 
easy and did a lot of sightseeing. . . . Dora 
Plessel spent vacation just taking it easy. 

.. Mr. Gray attended Open House at 
Weeping Water. 

Wahoo Area 


Leona Yarmon and Lura Blackman, Correspondents 

Vacations this year seem to follow the 
same trend—just about everyone seems to 
spend their vacation at home taking life 
easy. That is the case of Leona Yarmon. 
Francis Bordovsky, however, spent a few 
days in Omaha, but the remainder at home 
on the farm. ... Mildred Lanik was the 
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ambitious one. She appointed herself to 
the task of painting their recently purchased 
home. ... Ed Piper is now a full-time 
resident in his new home at 809 West 9th. 
He reports they are not quite settled but 
will welcome any visitors. ... Patsy 
DeHart, now Mrs. Leming, and her hus- 
band spent a short honeymoon at Lake 
Andes, South Dakota, fishing and visiting 
relatives. . . . Clara VanMatre has recently 
returned to work after an accident involving 
a fractured wrist. ... Wilma Lowell and 
husband spent one week of vacation in 
Minnesota catching fish. ... Ardis Hen- 
derson spent her vacation quietly at home. 
. .. Open Houses at Wahoo and Platts- 
mouth were enjoyed by various Ashland 
personnel. ... Visitors at the Ashland 
office have been Messrs. Keith and Dorland 
and Mrs. Ethyl Armstrong. 


Paula Otte, 
Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 
Marcelene Behrends and Emma Lee DeJonége, 
Correspondents 

The girls’ softball team of Auburn jour- 
neyed to Tarkio, Missouri, last month for a 
two-day tournament. They won both of 
their games and came home with the 
championship trophy. The first night they 
beat Rockport by a score of 10 to 5. The 
next night, behind the no-hit pitching of 
Roberta Rademacher, the Auburnettes 
coasted to the championship with a 10 to 1 
score over Tarkio, whose one run was un- 
earned. These games marked the con- 
clusion of a very successful season for the 
Auburnettes, with a record of 11 wins in 14 
games. Telephone girls playing on the 
team were Doris Peterson, 3rd base; and 
Roberta Rademacher, pitcher. . . . Dorothy 
Biggerstaff, Marcelene Behrends, June 
Vanarsdall, Leta Holscher, and Oakel But- 
ler gave a dinner party at Tiny’s, August 30, 
in farewell for Monica Lempka of the 
traffic department. ... Joan Coatney, 
Alice Haddox, Della Gerdes, Roberta 
Rademacher and Helen Dettmer have been 
enjoying steak dinners at Nebraska City and 
Rockport, Missouri.... Attending the State 
Fair were June Vanarsdall and daughter 
Judy, Marilyn Coad, Della Gerdes, Marilyn 
Sailors, Francis Neil and Marcelene 
Behrends. ... Joan Remmers visited at 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. ... Alice Haddox visit- 
ed her husband in Shakopee, Minnesota. 

. Amel McVay spent his’ vacation 
moving into his new home at 1521 13th 
Street. Jack Leslie and family also moved 
into a new home at 1519 P Street. ... 
Myron Birdsley spent a week of vacation 
fishing and resting at home. ... Hum- 
boldt’s manager, Ivan Haith, and family 


~< 16 fe 


It 


spent the first week of August vacationing 
in Colorado. ... Kenneth Paro, combi- 
nationman at Humboldt, and family spent 
a week of vacation in and around Denver the 
last of August. ...Emma Lee DeJonge, 
cashier at Humboldt, spent the latter part 
of August vacationing at home... . The 
Dawson switchboard room has been painted 
a medium green and the paystation room a 
fiesta red. Both are very attractive, and 
there have been a number of compliments 
from subscribers. ...A new brown tile 
floor decorates the Humboldt switchroom. 


Beatrice Area 
Donna Ehmen, Correspondent 


More vacations. Lucile Richardson spent 
her vacation in Chicago, Alice White in 
Yankton and Aberdeen, South Dakota, and 
Dorothy Trauernicht in New Orleans and 
Florida. Dorothy swam in the ocean while 
in Florida and took a plane trip to Cuba. 
_.. Mr. and Mrs. John J. Brockmeyer 
spent two weeks visiting their daughter 
and family at Colorado Springs, and while 
there took in the Chuck Wagon Ranch 
Suppers in the Garden of the Gods. . 
Other employees vacationing at this time are 
Ellen Butterfield, Marcella Will and June 
Carman. ...A_ bridal shower was held 
recently for Dorothy Hubka and a farewell 
party for Ruth Block who left for Germany 
to join her husband. 


Crete Area 
Loretta MclIInay, Correspondent 


Helen Cudley, service assistant at Crete, 
spent her vacation with her parents at 
Milligan. It worked out very well, too, as 
their peach crop was just ready and waiting. 
How many quarts of fruit did you help can, 
Helen? ... Betty Steele, Traffic, spent 
part of her vacation visiting friends in 
North Platte. ... Ethel Park, Crete Com- 
mercial, and her sister drove to Illinois to 
visit relatives. They also spent a few days 
in Iowa and Omaha. . . Elizabeth Johnson, 
chief operator at Crete, enjoyed a trip to 
Denver, where she visited her sister. She 
also went to California for a visit with her 
daughter and husband and her two grand- 
sons. ... Joan Kurzen, Traffic, relaxed at 
home during her vacation. Could be that 
she supervised the new paint job on their 
residence. ... Berl Strayer, Plant, vaca- 
tioned in the Black Hills with his family. 
._.. The Crete office girls presented Noreen 
Armstrong with a gift at a dinner in her 
honor at Lone Oak near Lincoln recently. 
_. . Manager George Brock attended Open 
House in Beatrice on September 21. Others 
attending in the evening were Elizabeth 
Johnson, Ethel Park, Fern Jacobs, Joan 
Kurzen and Loretta MclIlnay. ... Betty 
Steele and some friends spent several days 
at Lake Okoboji recently. ...A welcome 
visitor at the Friend office was Dorothea 
Heckman. Dorothea was a former operator 
at Friend and is now employed in Lincoln 
Traffic. . . . Manager Ed Massie of Friend 


attended Open House at Beatrice. He also 
reports having had an enjoyable vacation, 
part of which was spent in Colorado visit- 
ing relatives and friends. . . . Mr. and Mrs. 
W. L. Eckles of Nelson were visitors at the 
Wilber office. Mr. Eckles was formerly 
area manager at Wilber. He is now retired. 
... LaVina McElroy, cashier at Wilber, 
spent part of her vacation at home and 
also had an enjoyable week in Colorado. 
. . . Another visitor to Colorado was Leon 
Rezny, Wilber Plant. He and his family 
also traveled to Wyoming and the Black 
Hills. 


Fairbury Area 
Velda Wagner, Correspondent 


The Niobrara and Missouri rivers were 
the fishing spots of Durwood Gollehon on 
a recent week end, but no fish. The 
peaches he received (here at home) from 
his grandparents were a big smash. Smash 
is right. Something at the post office must 
have fallen on them! ... Virginia McCord 
seemed to be in a hurry the other morning. 
Not until Ricka Schenk told her did she 
know she had her blouse on wrong side out. 
Oh, well, it happens to all of us now and 
then—eh, Helen DeBord? ... Mr. and 
Mrs. I. E. Longdon and family spent their 
vacation at Yellowstone National Park. Mr. 
Longdon did some trout fishing, eating some 
and throwing some back. Wonder if he 
really did catch any? . . . Charlotte Jordan 
and Durwood Gollehon had a severe acci- 
dent a few weeks ago while coming back 
from a fishing trip south of Endicott. Woody 
has returned to work part-time, but 
Charlotte is still in the hospital, slightly 
improved. . . . Arlene Boley, Vera Sweet- 
ser, Martha Vculek ad Velda Wagoner 
spent their vacations at home... . Beryl 
Leslie went to Colorado on her vacation and 
Shirley Brown to Omaha. . . . Bob DeBord 
OM-3 has been visiting his mother, Mrs. 
Helen DeBord, and brother Frank. He is 
stationed aboard the U.S.S. Sperry... . 
Dorcas Slater is back at work after a two- 
month sick leave. ... The girls in Traffic 
received a card from their chief operator, 
Viola Dunn, who vacationed in Arkansas. 
On the back was written, “Hope you girls 
are enjoying my vacation.” Now, what do 
you suppose she meant by that? .. . J: &. 
“Pop” Gear vacationed at Newark, New 
Jersey, with his daughter and_ children. 
_.. Gerald Caley toured Chicago and 


Canada. 
Tecumseh Area 
Mary Goracke, Correspondent 
Among the vacationers were Bonnie 


Bicknell and Shirley Hagelback, who had 
a great time driving through the Ozarks. 
They also visited friends in Kansas City. 

. Don Hester vacationed around Colo- 
rado Springs. ... Clara Costello’s sister 
from Denver shared a vacation with her. 
Clara also spent some time in Omaha... . 
Open House activities have kept the per- 
sonnel busy in this area. We're proud of 
the large attendance and all the beautiful 
flowers received at Tecumseh. ... Henri 
Goracke, Norma Lee Hahn, Cecile More- 
head and Irene Shew attended the Auburn 
Open House and managed to get a few 
balloons (must’ve sneaked through with the 


Lloyd ‘Shrimp’ Whitney, Superior, dressing out 
the two-year-old doe which feli to his trusty gun 
southwest of Hemingford. Both Lloyd and his 
hunting companion, Ike Manion (kneeling) had 
their limit of one antelope before 8:30 a. m. of 
the opening day of the season. 


kiddies); and Bonnie Bicknell and Mary 
Meister took in the Open House activities 
at Humboldt. ... Bill Eckles and Tyler 
Ryan won't take the blame if people don’t 
know what the score is (at the football 
games, that is)! They helped make it 
possible for the high school to have a new 
scoreboard, and Bill can be found in the 
press box controlling it during the games. 


Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
Velma Bock, Correspondent 

No matter what the season, it is still 
vacation time and enjoying said vacations 
during the past few weeks was Erma Dixon, 
who spent three weeks with her sister visit- 
ing in Lincoln and Hastings. ... Mr. and 
Mrs. Wm. Minich motored to Rapid City, 
South Dakota, to spend a few days with 
their son, who is stationed at the Air Force 
base there. On their way home they visited 
with Bill’s brother and family. . . . Armin 
Ackermann and family spent a week in the 
Black Hills and a week just catching up at 


home. ... Mr. and Mrs. John Scheierman 
spent a week helping their daughter and 
family move to Ogden, Utah. ... Grace 


Krupicka whizzed off to the Ozarks 
for a few days and then back to Lincoln. . . 
Lowell Garrett spent two weeks—shall we 
say, just loafing. . . . Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Crew spent Labor Day week end at Lake 
Okoboji, and on Septemebr 17th Mr. Crew 
attended the golf games in Lincoln... . 
Paint-happy Scheierman has been giving the 
plant room a face lifting. We have to 
admit it makes the place look a lot nicer, 
but we sure hope he gets finished soon. 
Hastings Area 
Jessie VanTrump, Correspondent 

Vacations are still in order. Evelyn Thee- 
sen enjoyed a trip to Denver, Colorado, and 
Irene Utecht is vacationing at home. Zelma 
Mason spent part of her vacation visiting in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Barbara McCord 
vacationed in the Black Hills of South 
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Dakota, visiting friends, and also in 
Cheyenne and Denver, visiting relatives. 
Luetta Bacon and her husband drove to 
San Francisco, accompanied by Evonee 
Snyder, who will join her husband there. 
. Marlys Uhrich and Donna DeMoulin 
are our new students. Helen Campbell is 
their instructor. We hope you _ will 
like working with us, Marlys and Donna. 
Hebron Area 
Mary Wright, Correspondent 
Vacations are still in progress at Hebron, 
with good reports from those returning. Mr. 
and Mrs. Elmer Maroif spent most of their 
time in New Mexico and Arizona and visited 
a lot of interesting places. ... Eva Stutz 
and a friend visited in Colorado. ... Mr. 
and Mrs. Bob Lemkau and Patty went on 
a fishing trip to South Dakota. Reports 
are that even Patty caught a fish.... 
Ruth Rittenhouse, Norma Marschmann and 
Anita Williams attended the State Fair in 
Lincoln. . . . Mr. and Mrs. Ernie Wellman 
visited relatives in Concordia, Kansas. ... 
On Labor Day, Mr. and Mrs. Heine Taedter 
went to Sidney to visit their son, Richard. 
Sutton Area 
Catherine Cassell, Correspondent 
Bob Hunzeker spent a five-day fishing 
trip at Blanche Lake in Otter Tail County, 
Minnesota. Yes, we’ve been listening to his 
fish stories ever since. ... J. H. Manka- 
myer, area manager, attended the Open 
House at Stromsburg, August 26th, with 
some of the Hastings folks. ... Elmer 
Moorhead and family spent their vacation 
in Washington. Elmer reports they stopped 
at the Fairchild Air Base at Spokane, visited 
relatives in Seattle, and went fishing for 
salmon. More fish talks! They returned 
by way of the Columbia River drive... . 
Mr. and Mrs. A. D. Cassell spent September 
16th to 19th in Denver, visiting relatives. 
What, no fishing! 
York Area 
Virginia Petersen, Correspondent 
Among our vacationers this month are 
Alice Lind, Ada Shipp, Mildred Weiser and 
Bonnie Kaeding. They spent their vacations 
just relaxing at home. ... “Rocky” Light 
and Artie Bowen enjoyed two weeks on the 
West Coast, sightseeing and loafing... . 
Vance Embrey, wire chief, spent a week in 
Minnesota, fishing. He didn’t have much to 
say about the trip except that the “weather 
was lousy and the fish weren’t biting.’’ More 
luck next time, Vance. . . . On September 
21st, “Rocky” Light, Artie Bowen, Edna 
Pflughaupt and Ferne Wilger attended the 
Open House at Beatrice. . . . Bonnie Kaed- 
ing, Velma Garlock, “Rocky” Light and 
Area Manager Nelson assisted with the 
Open House activities held at Stromsburg. 


Accounting 


Disbursement & Printing Service 

Mary Boshart, Associate Editor 
With the grand picnic weather which we 
have been having, we decided to pack 
picnic baskets and take off for the Bob 
Ross home. We must say we couldn’t have 
found a more ideal spot for a picnic and 
we hope Barbara and Bob will ask us to 


come again. It was fun, also, to have the 
opportunity to see the Ross’s prize-winning 
Siamese cats and to look at the moon and 
stars thru a telescope belonging to their son, 
Walter. . . . Grace Hauschild toured thru 
Montana, Washington, Oregon and Cali- 
fornia. ... We reported last issue that 
Wauneta Drake and hubby would spend 
part of their vacation in St. Louis. They 
changed their minds and took off for the 
mountains. ... Irene Stolz and hubby 
also visited Colorado. Irene has had the 
misfortune of spraining an ankle, which 
required her to spend a few days at home 
resting. . . . Dick Sinclair headed for the 
Ozarks on his vacation. If, after he 
returns, he runs around without shoes on, 
we'll know he likes hillbilly country. . 

Jean Havlicek is giving advice on how to 
put up fences—that’s what she helped her 
father do while on vacation. . . . We miss- 
ed Larry Connealy one day and discovered 
he and Nancy were moving into larger 
quarters. We would have been glad to give 
you a lift, Larry, especially now that you’re 
moved. ... When we inquired about 
Dewey Nelsen’s lunch hour purchases, he 
said he was tired of running out of gas, so 
he’d found a gallon can to carry an extra 
supply of gas in his car. We've heard of 
people running out of gas, but thought it 
was just an excuse... - Dewey served as 
chairman of the men’s golfing tournament 
again this year... .- Jean Leatherman 
makes an extra check of all the faucets be- 
fore leaving home now. She accidently 
left the stopper in the sink one day with a 
stream of water coming out of the faucet. 
Several hours later upon returning home, 
she found the apartment had been con- 
verted to a swimming pool.... Marie 
Vidlock and Bruce Sievers were accounting 
department members seen at the Pioneer 
Family Picnic held at Columbus recently. 
... Helen Robison enjoys weddings so 
much she’s traveling to Minnesota to attend 


one. 


Accounting 
Revenue Section 


Eunice Bailey, Associate Editor 


A bit of snap in the air, a few falling 
leaves and a display of Christmas cards by 
the Pioneers have convinced us that sum- 
mer is really over... - However, we are 
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Accounting group at the Ross 
Homestead for an evening outing. 
Front, from left: Jean Leatherman, 
Larry Connealy, Joyce Grabowski, 
Pat Deinert, Bob Ross. Back row: 
Mary Boshart, Kay Cole, M. W. 
Franklin, Dick Spohn, Don Schwenke, 
Bruce’ Sievers, Grace Hauschild, 
Dewey Nelsen, Marie Vidlock and 
John Backstrom. 


Photo by Dewey Nelsen. 


still having several 


vacationers. Joan 
Thomsen spent a week in Denver and a 
week at home resting up from the week in 
Denver. ... Estella Foght visited her 
mother at Grinnell, Kansas, while Shirley 
Bauer journeyed to Clyde, Kansas... . 
Wakeeney, Kansas, was the vacation spot for 
Geraldine Morrison, who spent a week with 
her sister. . . . Irena Daugulis spent a very 
pleasant ten days in Los Angeles taking in 
the sights. . . . Rosilyn Fahleson vacationed 
in Omaha as the guest of her sister. ... 
Lily Malacek and Ruth Leuschner spent 
their vacations at home and claim they 
really worked, while Mickey Ward very 
frankly admits she did as little as possible. 
. . . The top honors go to Don Nelson who 
turned house painter for a few days and 
painted his house. He is now bidding on 
all available paint jobs. . . . Frances Virgil 
made a week-end trip to David City to 
visit her sister, and Gerrie Lorenzen spent 
a week end in Neligh. . .. Helen Pickard 
spent a gay afternoon and evening in Omaha 
and took in the KOLN-TV baseball game. 
... Those groaning sounds issuing from 
our office are the aching muscles of our two 
bowlers, Mickey Ward and Gerrie Lorenzen. 
. . . The sound of bells starts Blanche Buel 
muttering-—she has developed an allergy to 
wedding bells since all three of her brothers 
decided to get married this summer. Just to 
get a little variety in her life, she made a 
flying trip to Fargo, South Dakota, to attend 
the wedding of her nephew. ... Rose Poore 
is getting nicely established in a new home 
and Estella Foght is knee deep in red 
mortar—of just a certain shade—and bricks, 
as their dream home progresses day by day. 

. Helen Hall had the misfortune to break 
a bone in her leg recently and is now 
wearing a lovely white cast. This sort of 
footwear is not being highly recommended 
by the wearer, however, 


a 

bitin e Eight former Tecum- 
seh operators assem- 
bled at the Open 
House on September 
23. From left: Gertrude 
Williams, 1915; Golda 
Harrah, 1916; Anna 
Krouse, 1915; Effie 
Smith, 1908; Anna 
Blessing, 1913; Mae 
Machtigale, 1907; 
Goldie Thompson, 1913: 
and Nora Maines, 
1910. 
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B. A. Isaman, 


Associate Editor 
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Almost everyone in the department has 
had his vacation or else is waiting for 
the hunting season to open. Pep Saunders 
spent his vacation in Colorado—Colorado 
Springs, no less. ... Bud Eden flew to 
California and Old Mexico. ... Gay 
Henderson vacationed at South Bend 
(Nebraska) and they say there are no fish 
around for miles now. ... Harlan Cane 
toured New Jersey and renewed acquaint- 
ances with his family and granddaughter. 

. Ken Versaw visited relatives around 
the Harlan County Dam. ... Don Swan- 
son fished in Minnesota. .. . Bob Wohl- 
berg fished at South Bend and has a 
Minnesota trip in mind. Roger 
Ghormley visited in Kansas down on the 
farm. . . . Dick DeVries toured Montana 
and Canada. ... Charley Connors toured 
the East and took in a couple of big league 
baseball games. . . . Don Christle camped 
at Philmont, New Mexico, and then toured 
Colorado on the way back. . . . Roy Carl- 
son visited in Indiana, Illinois, and Wiscon- 
sin, ... Vic Musselman toured and camped 
thru Yellowstone National Park. ... J. L. 
Lyne also toured and camped thru Wiscon- 
sin, Minnesota and parts of Canada. 
... A. O. Andrews toured New York state 
and parts East. Loran Powell really 
moved—from one house to another. 
Orville Spencer chased around Lancas- 
ter County literally chasing buterflies. .. . 
Bob Kennedy, Dick Wakeman, Ed Brehm, 
and Marie Jackson say they just relaxed 
at home. Each and every one of 
the above had story book experiences so 
all in all the vacations were worth while. . 
Good to see Gary Clifford out of the Navy 
and back on the job. 


sia uh 


Dorothy Miller, 
Associate Editor 


Custodian’s Department 
Paul Radebaugh, Correspondent 


Harriett Gallagher is making a speedy 
recovery after undergoing minor surgery at 
St. Elizabeth’s Hospital. . ,. Jack Cox 
spent a week of his vacation fishing at 
Long Pine. He said he caught some 
Suod SanancPuat: that long... . Jack Mankamyer 


stopped in the office on his way to train- 
ing school at Aberdeen, Maryland. He has 
a new address: 2nd L. Jack Mankamyer, 
Box 51, STU. OFF. DEP. A.T.C., Aber- 
deen, Maryland. Jack says they really keep 
him busy in the Army. 


"2" Office 
Jacob Schneider, Correspondent 


Gene Hiatt went to Los Angeles on his 
vacation. .. . Lambert Ejitel and family 
vacationed at Flint, Michigan, and parts of 
Canada. ... Bob Livingston spent a few 
days in Omaha and also visited his parents 
at Nebraska City during his vacation. John 
and Mrs. Drake report having a good time 
vacationing in Colorado. 


"4" Office 
George Albury, Correspondent 


Clem and Mrs. Bottorff spent their vaca- 
tion in Wisconsin and Michigan. They 
enjoyed a boat trip across Lake Michigan, 
and also attended the Milwaukee Braves vs. 
St. Louis Cardinals ball game while in 
Milwaukee. ...D. L. Cottingham and 
family spent a few days in South Dakota 
at the site of Old Fort Randall and the 
new Fort Randall Dam project, saw the 
beautiful Lake Andes in South Dakota, and 


visited relatives. 
"S-7" Office 
Arleen Swanson, Correspondent 
Vacations are still the headlines in our 


office. ... Howard Smith and_ Francis 
Asper seem to have covered the most terri- 
tory. Mr. Smith toured Yellowstone Park 
and the Teton Mountains in Wyoming, 
returning by way of Denver and Estes Park, 
covering a total of 2,300 miles. He brought 
back many beautiful colored pictures of 
scenic spots visited. . . . Mr. Asper covered 
2,808 miles on his trip which took him 
through Kansas, Colorado, New Mexico, 
Texas, Oklahoma, Missouri, Illinois and 
Iowa. He spent several days in Chicago. 
Other interesting places visited were Colo- 
rado Springs; Royal Gorge Bridge; Raton, 
New Mexico; and Bagnell Dam in Misosuri. 
He reports having a wonderful trip... . Al 
Ager spent a few days in Denver and Estes 
Park. . .. Dale Hohnstein enjoyed part 
of his vacation fishing at Medicine Creek 
Dam. ... Dick Bauer spent his vacation 
on a farm in Kansas. . . . Kenneth Myhre 
worked around home during his last week 
of vacation. 


Wire Chief's Department 
Sharon Smith, Correspondent 


Magdalen Heser and her mother spent 
two weeks in Phoenix, Arizona, with Mag- 
dalen’s sister and husband... . Bob 
Chamberlain spent the remainder of his 
vacation cleaning the paint off the windows 
of his mew house. ... Ralph Connors 
worked at the fairgrounds during his vaca- 
tion. .- - Gerald Miller took a trip to 
Idaho with his family to bring his daughter 
Marilyn home after her summer vacation. 
_.. Jess May spent his vacation at home. 

. Robert Green fished at Lake Tulavy in 
Minnesota. In spite of the fact that the 
catch wasn’t too good, the Greens had 
a very enjoyable time. ... Paul Winscot 
took his vacation at the “Telephone Man’s 
Resort” (that’s home), where he caught up 
on a year’s rest. 


Rexine Bretta 
Associate Editor 


Kenny Perry took a driver training course, 
obtained her license, drove all over town 
end really became a veteran UNTIL the 
day her Ford stalled in the middle of a busy 
nt When Kenny called her 
husband to explain how the car stalled. 
wouldn’t start, and a gentleman pushed it 
home, he must have asked her if she choked 
it. To this she replied, “Choked it! 
Why, gasoline was running all over the 
street!” Ever hear of “flooding,” Kenny? 
. .. As always, vacations are still in pro- 
gress. The smart girls who stayed home 
and had a real vacation were Betty Wright, 
Cecile Simons, Barbara Miller, Eunice 
Green, Bonnie Albrandt, Virginia Rowland, 
Mildred Hughes and Genevieve Griffin. 
. . . Betty Nelson moved into her new 
home, so getting settled wasn’t much of a 
vacation. .. . Arlene Fitzpatrick ventured 
a little farther by going to Fremont and 
Omaha. ... Hazel Nichols was the guest 
of her daughters in Great Bend, Kansas, and 
Hastings; and Amelia Christopher visited 
her mother in Concordia, Kansas.... Mary 
Emerson visited her son at McHenry, IIli- 
nois, and they spent their vacations in 
Wisconsin. . . . Minnesota was the choice 
of Dorothea Heckman and Elaine Hawkins. 
Elaine has pictures to prove she went fish- 
ing. ... Beth Deinert ended up in Salt 
Lake; Dorothy Appleman in Hudson Falls, 
New York; and Georgia Smith in Albu- 
querque, New Mexico. . . . Betty Kroeger 
is flashing a beautiful diamond—said she 
hadn’t decided on the date. ... Melba 
Richards and Myra Metcalf enjoyed an 
evening in Omaha seeing the stage show 
“The King and I.” ... If any of you girls 
who missed the picnic see the picture taken 
of some of the prize winners, notice the 
look on Virginia Rowland’s face. That 
smile of joy as she held her prize—50 feet 
of garden hose—deserves some kind of an 
actress award! ... A construction company 
sent the operators a personal invitation to 
the open house of a new type home. It 
was nice of them, but where did they think 
we'd get $26,000? Maybe we should enter 
a pancake flour contest (I think) which is 
giving that type of home away as first prize! 

- In her capacity as supervisor, Mary 
Jane Arthur offered to repeat the con- 
versation on a poor connection. ‘The gentie- 
man declined her offer with this explan- 
ation: “Why, operator, that would be just 
like planting corn without fertilizer.’ No 
where in the toll operating practice is there 
an answer for that! ... Then there was 
the lady who called long distance and told 
the operator she was all alone at home and 
asked what number she could call if some- 
one entered her home and tried to get her. 
The operator was too surprised to refer her 
to the police. . . . Here’s anew angle. The 
operator rang the prepay to collect over- 
time. Said the male, “I’m sorry, I don’t talk 
to strange girls,’ and hung up. Imagine how 


intersection! 
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foolish one feels trying to convince a strange 
man that you are not a strange girl! ... 
There’s a mixed-up lady who fretted at the 
delay in calling “Stop The Music” to tell 
THEM the name of the mystery song. Her 
surprise at finding out they call you, not 
vice versa, was probably nothing compared 
to her surprise when she gets the telephone 
bill and learns she was charged for the call. 

. We found out why night operators have 
so much business. “Operator,” said the 
man, “just hold the call for AG and if the 
baby wakes up at two for his bottle, I’ll try 
the call then.” ... Your associate editor 
spent a delightful first day in kindergarten. 
Her son took her to school and held her 
hand so she wouldn’t be frightened and cry 
(a few sobs escaped). She learned that 
the bell says “Be quiet,” learned how to 
“open hands,” “shut hands,” “clasp hands,” 
heard some riddles, marched in line to the 
little boys’ room, washed her hands and 
used a paper towel, and after two hours of 
that she came home. She didn’t go back 
the next day—no ash trays! 
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Florence Tatman, 
Associate Editor 


“Salmon a’plenty” wrote Bill Rosenthal 
from Oregon during his vacation. After 
the deep sea venture there and a visit with 
relatives, the Rosenthals drove to Southern 
California to visit their daughter. . . . Wes 
Haas also chose California for his trip. . . . 
Jess Ellis entertained company at home 
during his leisure time, and visited in 
Ogallala. ... F. P. Condos wielded a paint 
brush around home a few days, and made 
a trip to western Nebraska. ... Ware- 
house crewmen Frank Hendrix, Axel Ber- 
glund, and Raymond Slote all vacationed 
at home, with no special activities planned. 
. . . John Dittenber stayed home to repair 
his car. ... Frank M. Condos fished in 
Minnesota. ... John Litzenberg “parked 
the body at home base, and did NOTHING, 
period!” ... ‘Barney’ Barnett visited in 
Kimball, Nebraska at County Fair time 
and enjoyed immensely the machinery dis- 
plays. ... Boyd Wedgwood, former in- 
staller-repairman in the Lincoln Plant is 
now juggling figures and papers, then more 
figures and papers, in the supply office. 
After a week trying his new job he vaca- 
tioned in Chicago, and managed also to be 
at home long enough for some strenuous re- 
decorating work. ... Howard Sieler has 
transferred to a part-time assignment in 
order to resume studies at the University 
as a pre-med student, preparatory to be- 
coming a veterinarian. Ali of us wish Howard 
much good luck in his school work and 


chosen career. . . . Ruth Russell’s new 
diamond is a beauty. She is eagerly mak- 
ing plans for a spring wedding. ... Bill 


Weygint ordered a new car and asked for 
the brightest color they could supply. He 
received just what he asked for, and is very 
pleased with it—the brightest, bright red 
you've ever seen. 


| 
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CALM, SIR 
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Ronny Cotton, Lincoln, was sent to a local 


i : Dick Sinclair, mail messenger, Lincoln Ruth Rittenhouse, Norma Maschmann and 
hospital to chean and te pre te Booths. He had one of his bad narenes ic other Anita Williams, all of Hebron Traffic, 
found one occupied by a lady ba ee engaged day when, in a moment of preoccupation, bought some taffy at the State Fair. 
in an extended oh agree ee Ree tUr ess lhe dropped a heavy mailing of letters They ate some and Ruth put the rest in 
even. Ronny sat in a seas Pes Sa hile into the wrong receptacle. Dick almost her purse to eat later. Trouble was that 
more fidgety and nervous as ¢ of ney = Ones disappeared from view as he dived to every time she opened her purse out fell 
log droned ee ee ee the bottom of the street trash can to the taffy. Ruth finally got discouraged 
prone mine end It was explained when }{*°tT*©ve che melts and gave the gooey blob a healthy kick. 


Ronny found he was sitting in the waiting : . sae oe als could have done eee 
room of the maternity section. ee i ery adie Peer 
landing in the middle of a dense crowd, 
much to Ruth's embarrassment. 


YOU GOTTA CHECK THESE THINGS 
OR YOU MIGHT HAVE AN EXPLOSION 


Art Holcomb, on a recent tour with 
Paul Henson, filled an idle hour 
with a dissertation on how he _ had 
checked and repaired his furnace for 
the coming heating season. Every 
part of the system had been minutely 
inspected and brought to tiptop 
shape, said Mr. Holcomb. That night 
it turned cool and the furnace pop- 
ped on —- = and at the same moment 
the Holcomb front door was’ blown 
from its hinges and out’ upon the 
front lawn. 


— 


Marcus Johnson, Auburn, rushed home from an 
Iowa visit to be on hand for the Open House 
September 28. He was assigned the enviable 
post as official greeter at the front door. 
He got up early, prepared to dress up in his 
Sunday suit, only to find that he had left 
his PANTS in Iowa. 


Myra Metcalf, T.I., had a wild ride to 
the Beatrice Open House. She was to 
accompany A.B. Gorman, who was also 
reserving space in the car for a huge map 
he had prepared for the occasion. The 
map was so big it took half an hour to 
Squeeze it into the car - and then there 
was no room for Myra. She sat in a small 
corner of the back seat holding a corner 


of the map all the way to the Gage County 
metropolis. 


\T’5 ALL YOUR FAULT 


CALM DOWN 
ARTIE- | DO 
THIS ALL THE 


ROCKY- STOP! 
HELP! POLICE. 


Now LOOK, OPERATOR, 
DON'T TELL ME 1’M 
COMING IN ON LINE 
SEVEN— | SPLICED IN 
THIS CIRCUIT MYSELE. 
BESIDZS , THERE AIN'T 
NO LINE SEVEN. 


ANN 

ROMAN 
AN 
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Shirley Hess, Construction, was late for sup- 
per the other night. She boarded the bus as 
usual, shortly after 5 p.m., and thought it 
was making strange detours on its way to the 
northeast suburbs, She was far into the 
country east of town before it occurred to 
her that she was on the Vet's Hospital bus. 
Exactly the one she didn't want to be riding! 
There was nothing to do but continue to the 
end of the line; sit through a long-time 
wait; retrace her route and begin all over 


Uharles Vonnors was making some toll cir- 
cuit changes in the Crete’ terminal room, 
and wanting to check his work, picked up 
the testboard telephone, which he thought 
was cut through to the Lincoln toll 
board. His undoing was that the test 
desk has TWO telephones and the one he 
grasped was connected only to the local 
switchboard, Charley almost used a bad 


Rocky Light, York Commercial, was 
quite undisturbed at driving a 
vacation foursome against traffic 
on a one-way San Francisco street 
and she could not understand why 
Artis Bowen, York Traffic, should 
be screaming bloody-murder from 
the back seat. Artis, however, 
was concentrating on her own 


troubles. She was wearing shorts word, ae intent ae He aie ne 46 cee 
and big bumblebee was at that again to make her way homeward. vince the Crete operator that she was 
and a 61g Dull >be : : | : : | 
moment stinging her on the knee. actually Sitting ‘ae the Uaneein: ell 


switchboard. 
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A New Rural Cable: It Resists Hazards of Elements and Trees 
By John 5. Reed 


Plant Methods Supervisor 


Photo by J. S. Reed 


Open wire lead along a street in Greenwood 
being replaced by rural distribution cable. Tom 
Roller, Construction, is raising the cable to tem- 
Porary attachment on the pole, prior to sagging. 


LT&T has recently added a new type 
of wire facility to supplement its open 
wire and cable plant. This is a rural dis- 
tribution cable, which consists of six 
twisted pairs of insulated conductors 
core wire. The conductors are No. 19 
gauge soft copper insulated with black 
polyethylene coated with a thin layer 
of tough vinyl plastic. The steel core 
wire is insulated with black polyethyl- 
ene for high dielectric strength. This 
high strength insulation is made nec- 
essary by the fact that the cable has no 
protective outer sheath and is generally 
used in areas of exposure to lightning 
and power line contacts. 


This novel type of cable was first pro- 
posed by Michigan Bell Telephone 
Company a few years ago. The present 
improved version has found wide ac- 
ceptance by many Independent and 
Bell companies. Its principal use is for 
extending telephone lines in sparsely 
settled rural communities where lead- 
covered cable cannot be economically 
justified and open wire is out of the 
question, because of bad tree condition 
or for other reasons. 

This cable is relatively inexpensive 
and requires only simple clamp type 
attachments, which can be made up 


A. W. Holcomb, M. C. Walker and J. S. Reed examining a sample of the 


new rural distribution cable. Walker is holding the steel core wire which 


supports the six pairs spiralled around it. 


from standard stock items in the ware- 
house. Connections at the ends of the 
cable are made through 6-pair protec- 
tors or 6-pair wire terminals, depend- 
ing on whether electrical protection 1s 
required at the location. At interme- 
diate points, it is a simple matter to 
find the proper pair in the cable 
through its color and piece it out into 
a two-wire terminal on the pole for 
connection to the subscriber’s drop. 

The rural distribution cable can also 
be carried on crossarms of poles in leads 
where additional arms cannot be placed 
without increasing the pole height. It is 
also well suited for joint construction 
with power company lines. Its low first 
cost, use of simple attachments, and 
ease of installation by construction 
crews makes it ideal for use in place of 
Open-wire extensions. Its maintenance 
is expected to be relatively low. 

The Company has installed an 1,100 
foot section of rural! distribution cable 
in Greenwood to replace an old cross- 
arm lead that was troublesome to main- 
tain, because of heavy tree growths 
along the street. Other installations are 
scheduled for Lorton, six miles south 
of Dunbar and Holmesville, near Beat- 
rice. It is expected that more installa- 
tions of this versatile cable will be made 
as time goes on. 


Photo by J. S. Reed 


T. H. Roller and Earl Lytle (back to camera) preparing to dead-end 
and terminate rural distribution cable. Roller and Lytle are on R. E. 


Hibbert’s crew, which handled the Greenwood installation. 
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Marcella O'Bryan Has Thrill of a Lifetime on Tour of Old World 


Marcella O’Bryan, Beatrice Traffic, 
should have little competition in quali- 
fying for the award as Champion Va- 
cationer of the Year. Marcella was one 
of a group to embark on a conducted 
European tour in late June, after spend- 
ing a few days in Washington, D.C. 
and New York. 

She sailed June 30 on an Italian 
steamship, reaching Southampton, Eng- 
land, on July 9. After an afternoon’s 
shore leave, from which she hustled 
back to the pier in a two-story bus on 
the wrong side of the street, she set sail 
for Bremerhaven, Germany, where 
buses for the group’s continental tour 
were awaiting them. 


On a circuitous journey through Ger: 
many, she visited Heidelberg Castle, 
Cologne Cathedral, Bremen. Hamburg 
and many historical places. She passed 
through Denmark and Switzerland, and 
on to Venice and Rome. Duly impressed 
with Italy’s great art treasures, she 


viewed the priceless works of Michel- 
angelo at the Vatican, St. Peters, and 
other places of worship. She was greatly 
thrilled in seeing the Holy Father as 
he came to the window to give his 
blessing to the crowd in St. Peters 
Square. 


At Nice, she went swimming in the 
Riviera. There was sightseeing in Paris; 
a bull fight in Spain, which she didn’t 
enjoy very much. The little countries, 
Belgium and Holland, were interesting. 
A night steamer to Harwich, thence 
to London by boat train. Here was Lon- 
don Bridge, Big Ben, Westminster Ab- 
bey, the Tower of London; names and 
sights to conjure with. On August 23 
she reembarked on the Italian ship 
“Castel Felice” for the voyage home. 


Our thanks to Marcella for the re- 
port of her unusual vacation and for the 
fine photography with which to illus- 
trate it. 


During the tourist season all the villagers of Volendam, Holland, wear their 
native Dutch costume. The ladies here are all members of Miss O’Bryan’s group. 
Marcella stands second from right in the back row. 


oh Aen pee Rat Bae 4 z 


A hotel stopping point in the Swiss Alps. At left 
are the two buses used by the group throughout 
their European tour. 


Jeanna Parle, of Omaha, and Marcella went 
swimming whenever possible. Here they stand be- 
side a pool at Madrid, Spain. 
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Miss O’Bryan visited at Washington, D. C., be- 
fore beginning the tour. The White House forms 
the background of this picture. 
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A photographer couldn’t pass by without a pic- 


ture of the leaning tower of Pisa. Marcella records 
it on her roll of film. 


Standing near the fountain in St. Peters Square 
at Rome. Marcella at right. In the background is 
Bernini Colonnade. 
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St. Marks Square in Venice. Evangeline Kouma, 
a Lincoln tourist, is at left; Marcella at right. 


Warand Its Aftermath 


The tenth installment in the history of The Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company 


Having weathered the trying dec- 
ade of depression and crop failure, 
the Midwest, by right, should have 
been granted a few years respite to 
recuperate its resources and gather 
strength for the era of denial and 
combat which lay ahead. Such times 
had come to the seaboard states 
where the wheels of industry had 
been busily spinning since the mid- 
thirties. Our section of the country 
had scarcely time to catch its breath. 
For the late ’thirties brought the cer- 


tainty that the war in Europe and/or 
in the Pacific would soon embroil ers 
the United States. a 
Already the selec- 
0 tive draft had be- 
| come areality and - 
would surely in- met 
volve many of the 
company’s younger men. LT&T, to 
state its plight candidly, was still 
financially embarrassed. Operating 
revenues for the past year had 
dropped $25,000 below those of 1938, 
but such was the company’s nature 
to live within its income that a drop 
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The  transcontin- 


: ae ental toll cable 
0 | was being plowed 
post haste across 


the country and 
our company joined the Bell in this 
endeavor, sharing expenses and 
ownership in the long span that bi- 
sected our territory. It was not coin- 
cidental that the cable should be 
placed into service barely in time 
to absorb the great load the coming 
war would place on transcontinental 
toll facilities. Now we know that 
the urgency in placing the cable was 
in expectation of events as they later 
transpired. 


Governmental warnings that tele- 
phone offices were likely points for 
sabotage resulted in the larger of- 
fices locking their doors at night as 
a defense measure. Anticipating the 
coming paper shortage, the com- 
pany bought and stored two carloads 
of white and yellow stock, enough 
to print two complete issues of all 
=~“ our directories. 


This year a new invention, the 
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Honoring its members of the armed forces the com- 
pany proudly displayed a huge service flag and a 


in expenses of a like amount came plaque (left) on which was inscribed the names of all its cable spinner, was first used by the 


almost as a matter of course. The service men and women. 


They are now part of LT&T’s = Kompany. A statewide Independent 


average historical collection. In the picture Frank H. Woods, ; _ 
ge number of employees was president, and J. H. Agee, general manager, are present telephone pioneer chapter was or 


at low ebb, having reached an al- at the unveiling of the service flag and plaque for display ganized June 21 at the home of 


most minimum figure of 1,130. 
Where there had been 134 LT&T ex- 
changes in 1931 there were now only 118. Consolidation and 


absorption of ill-paying exchanges accounted for the re- 
duced figure. 


A heavy blanket of snow carried over from a rugged 
winter melted with the coming of March, and General Mud 
took over control of the by-ways. There was a great mor- 


tality in drive shafts, axles, differentials and gears among 
the units of the motor fleet. 


In this year dial tone was initiated in the Lincoln 23 
0 and 6 dial exchanges, the 4 office having led the way in 
1937. The Employee Benefit Plan was liberalized to the 
advantage of older employees, extending the maximum 
benefits for sickness-accident disability to a full year. 

A scheduled sales campaign was postponed in June, as 
the net station gain was rising steadily and there was work 
aplenty for all members of the organization, but the “Dog 
House” campaign got under way in mid-November and was 
won by Geneva Area, with the entire company posting a 
record of 123 per cent of its quota. This campaign was ma- 
terially aided by a fortunate coincidence. The “Pot 0’ 
Gold,” the first big give-away radio program, selected pros- 
pective winners of the $1,000 weekly prize by lot from a 
huge library of the nation’s telephone books. To win, the 
lucky one had only to be home and answer the telephone. 
During the course of the campaign a $1,000 call came to a 
subscriber at Beaver Crossing—and the sales curve jumped 
abruptly to the top of the chart. 


- In new jobs were: Eva Kapke, C.O., Shickley; Irene Combs, C.O., Gar- 
land; Edith Schieiger, C.O., Sutton; Kent Eno, shop foreman; L. A. Stacy, 
supplies accountant; Sterling Nelson, area manager, Auburn; C. J. Olson, 
area manager, Stromsburg; Maude Willey, C.O., Beatrice; Ella Hanson. C.O.. 
Fairbury; Myra Metcalf, C.O., David City; Harry F. Smith, motor vehicle 
supervisor; and Melba Richards, C.O., Superior. 


The year’s retirements: E. S. Fisher, Helen Wallick, Madge Young, Emma 
Ewing, L. N. Corrington, Martin J. Brockmeyer, A. E. Holt and George W. 
Frolich. 


in the general office lobby in late 1942. 


Frank H. Woods and voted, over his 
protest, to use his name for the 
chapter’s identity. A bowling league of eight teams was 
organized at Lincoln. 

In October the company applied for a schedule of stand- 
ard rates, which would affect about half the total owned 
stations. Heretofore each exchange had retained its own 


rate schedule, developed over the years. On December 7 
the war burst upon us. 
ded Cie te ain ey era Bleeeek BO. Miltord. pidsaneninsas 
Retirements: Harry G. Schilling, Ora Downing, Lydia Gowen, Wallace 
Backus, Lauretta Younkin, Matilda Buehler, Lillian Harper, Atha Morris, 
Lucy Lyle, Pearl Shreve, Walter Rabb and Minnie Beachell. 
Now it was that uniformed guards, with 
Val’) badge and gun and registration book, met 
each visitor at the entrance of the general 
office building and demanded their busi- 
ness therein. A. B. Smith, Jones Dowd 
and Earl Rosker were the sentinels assigned, and they re- 
mained at their posts for most of the “duration.” By Febru- 
ary work had begun on the huge 27 square mile bomb load- 
ing plant near Mead. Sales campaigns were “out” for the 
duration and subscribers were already being admonished 
to keep their telephone service intact as long as they had 
need for it, in the certainty that telephone service shortages 
would soon be upon us. 

The warning was well timed. Only the next month re- 
strictions were clamped on installation of residence tele- 
phones and replacement of desk stands with handsets. 
There could be no extension of plant or equipment except 
to replace facilities necessary to maintain service. There 
could be no more dial conversions unless they were actually 
well under way. A territory-wide drive for the purchase 
of war bonds by employees was rewarded in early May 
by 100% participation under the payroll savings plan. 

We began losing employees in worrisome numbers to 
higher paying positions in new war industries. Faced with 
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the growing need for trained replacements for departing 
plant and traffic employees, both departments entered on 
an extensive training program. The call of draft board 
and voluntary enlistments were also depleting the employee 
ranks. 

During the summer telephone service was extended to 
the Lincoln Army Air Field and several war plants were 
established within the territory. Two scrap metal drives 
yielded startling returns as every nook and cranny in com- 
pany buildings and storage spaces were searched for the 
scarce material needed so critically for the war effort. 

The tide of battle flowed against America and her allies 
for several dark months before a gradual and hopeful 
change could be discerned. Then the Russians halted the 
German Army on the eastern front; England began striking 
hard at the Luftwaffe over British skies and nightly raids 
were dispatched over the continent. A tremendous invasion 
of North Africa had been carried out with marvelous timing 
and efficiency. Japanese expansion in the Pacific was being 
brought to a standstill. The year ended in a different tone 
than the one before it. Norman Ott, editor of the News, 
described the new feeling of Americans in one of his best 
editorials in the December issue. We quote from his “Cross 
Talk” column: 

“There will be dark days yet to be lived through. There will be 
reverses and mistakes—and many an American home will be 
darkened by the loss of a loved one on some blood-soaked foreign 
tield. But the confusion, the indecision and doubt are now only 
derk shadows that lie behind us as we &0 into this Christmas 
season. We know where we are going—and we are on our way! 

“Those of us who grew up in the years before World War I 
know now that the pleasant and cheerful world we loved has been 
destroyed forever by the two great upheavals. The gracious peace 
which hovered over the Christmas festivities of those years when 
the world, and its wars, were far away from America’s doorstep 
is gone beyond recall. So naive were we in those calm days when 
we believed that the rest of the world could 0 its way and we 
could go ours; when we believed that rapacious conquest and 
naked aggression were things that mankind had outlawed forever. 
Genghis Kahn, Attila, Alexander, Napoleon—they were merely 
names across the darker pages of history. Men were too intelligent, 
we reasoned, too far advanced in humanitarian thinking to be 
herded by insane tyrants into a blood bath of conquest. How fear- 
fully wrong we were. And how many aching years ago was it that 
we set around sparkling Christmas trees in the quiet Slow of peace- 
ful evenings and let our heart dream of the bright world of the 
future which we were bequeathing to our cherished children—a 
world which had come finally to accept the principles of the Prince 
of Peace? In grim irony, at this Christmas season, We find that 
we must turn back again to that fundamental truth: Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty and peace. May it never be forgotten 
again—by us, nor by our children, nor by our Children’s children. 

Coming through the year we find: Paul Henson em- 
ployed part time at the warehouse in May. A disastrous 
flood sweeping through the lowlands of Lincoln during the 
same month. Several pensioned employees returning to 
active employment from retirement. The Employees 
Mutual Benefit Association being organized, with Guy O. 
Seaton as its first president, and a cadre of officers, Thad 
Cone, H. W Spahnle, bled Morris and Adrian Newens 

-aining for Fort Monmouth. . 
acernens ae plan for urgent war calls was placed in 
effect in November. Arrangements were also made for the 
complete black-out of an company exchanges as a safe- 

against aerial raids. 
uc a of the year saw a net gain of 1,721 telephones, 
with total telephones in service standing at 66,454. Labor 
turnover was great, with 75 employees, including two 
women, already in the armed forces. In the face of man- 
power shortages the foresight in having converted 25 of 
our small exchanges to dial operation was indeed proving 
bene ns were: Myra Metcalf, C.O., York; Lauetta Rowley, general 
traffic staff: Moreane Alldritt, C.O., David City; Roy Mills. manager, 
Wymore; Juanita Schleif, C.O., Nelson; Ralph ee ee once eso 
City; J. S. Jackson, installation supervisor, Mead, Avis é 9erman, aret 
manager, Seward; George P. Dobson, area manager, York; W. L. Eckles, area 


a : : : anager, ilber; George Brock, 
c er, Plattsmouth; Tyler Ryan, area manager, Wil : 
at, Friend: D. C. Wilson, district inspector, Hastings; W. E. Macdonald, 
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The toll cable train plows its way toward Lincoln in the spring of 1941, 
moking the connection of LT&T with the transcontinental underground cable 
which passed seven miles north of Lincoln. 


district inspector, Beatrice; Howard Smith, manual equipment foreman, 
Lincoln. 
Retirements: Henry Ames, Lillon Billings, Elizabeth Morrison, Roy Rogers 


L. P. Mapel. 
0\/) 
\v for general wage adjustments which were 
7 subject to approval of the War Labor 
Board. Withholding tax on incomes with the familiar 20 
per cent-less exemptions-feature took effect in July. Recent 
plant problems were multiplied in the effort to provide serv- 
ice to the Naval Ammunition Depot at Hastings, Nebraska 
Ordnance Plant at Mead, Lincoln Army Air Field, and air 
bases at Bruning, Fairmont, and Geneva. Major war plants 
were also entering the territory, including the Western 
Electric Company and Elastic Stop Nut Company at Lincoln. 
A station gain of 3,942 was experienced in 1943. Rev- 
enues were up $350,326 and expenses $324,470. At year’s end 
110 employees were in the armed forces, four of them being 


women. 


In new jobs were: C. W. Helm, manager, L.A.A.F.; Allan L. Ager, 
manager, Syracuse; Vern Simpson, foreman; Fred Adkins, area manager, 
Sutton: Irene Swan, C.O., David City: E. J. Flowerday, manager. Humboldt: 
Margaret Lautenschlager, C.O., Davenport; Viola Dunn, C.O., Wymore; and 
Myra Metcalf, traveling instructor. 

Retirements: Edith Way and Harry Branch. 


Manufacturers were now permitted to 


0 make telephones only upon order for war 
| j (d uses. The LT&T organization was combed 
| for stations not urgently needed in the 


transaction of its business—and 66 instru- 
ments were thereby added to our rapidly dwindling stock. 
New service limitations were placed upon the industry, and 
immediate installation of telephones could be assured only 
by government order. Waiting lists began to grow long. 

The night toll rate period moved from seven to six p.m., 
the anti-slug bill became a law and the company was honored 
by the Signal Corps with a Certificate of Appreciation for 
distinguished service in the war effort. 

Two war bond campaigns, held during the year, were 
won by the David City and Geneva areas. Many LT&T 
women were helping the war effort in their spare time by 
making bandages and dressings, knitting, acting as nurses 
aides or as hostesses at the U.S.O. Great was the rejoicing 
on June 6 when the Allies crossed the channel and gained a 
beachhead on the Normany Coast. It was evident to all that 
it was the beginning of the end of war in Europe. 

Death took Norman Ott, Harold Cunningham, C. P. Rus- 
sell and W. H. Caman, all of whom were prominently identi- 
fied with the company’s progress through the years. 

Guy O. Seaton was appointed personnel director and the 
first girls’ softball team was organized. 

Station gain for the year was 3,718, and a backlog of 813 
unfilled orders was carried over. Operating revenues 
climbed $301,080 and expenses $457,982 above the 1943 
figure. 129 employees were on military leave at the end 
of December. 


In new jobs were: Anna Aden, C.O., Wilber; Edna_ Pflughaupt, C.O.., 
york: Helen Adermann, C.O., Geneva; L. A. Stacy, chief clerk, Supply: 


and 
First of our bargaining negotiations with 
the United Union of Telephone Workers in 
March concluded in complete agreement 
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Formative meeting of the Frank H. Woods Pioneer Chapter held on the 
lawn of the Woods home at Lincoln in June 4941. In the foreground are 
Harry Dobbins of the Lincoln Journai; C. P. Russell, first president of the 
Chapter; H. J. Soderholm and Frank H. Woods, Jr. 


G. E. Walroth, directory supervisor, Lincoln; George Brock, area manager. 
Wilber; A. Gorman, advertising manager and editor of the News: Ed 
Massie, manager, Friend; Ed Ernst, manager, Syracuse; Lulu Kloepper, per- 
sonnel secretary; J. S. Jackson, training supervisor; A. O. Andrews, equip- 
ment and traffic engineer; C. W. Helm, area commercial manager, York: 
and C. H. Eggerss, manager, L.A.A.F. 

Retirements: Amelia Aden, Flora Johnston, Harve Colvin, T. R. DeWolf, 
Dan Higgins, Oura Smith and J. C. Gilchrest. 

It was the year of the war’s termination. 

0 | = Italy had been knocked completely out 

Aj of the combat; the German armies dis- 
integrated in May and Japan capitulated 
in August. Men and women of LT&T 

had proudly participated in almost every phase of the 
great victory. Two gold stars appeared on our service 
flag representing Lavelle Giles, shot down in a bomb raid 
over Germany, and Robert R. Nelson, lost at sea near 
Okinawa. Both were construction employees. 

Facilities for traveling—the gradual deterioration of 
motor vehicles, the shortage of gasoline and rubber—had 
almost prohibited gatherings of other than local nature. 
There was no convention of the Nebraska Telephone Associ- 
ation this year. The Pioneer chapter was forced to postpone 
its annual banquet. Workers banded together in car pools 
for transportation to and from the job. 

The employees suggestion committee was formed, with 
Guy O. Seaton a3 chairman, and G. P. Barney, A. O 
Andrews, B. J. Sievers and K. L,. Lawson representing the 
several departments. The company’s commercial affairs 
were placed in charge of Merle M. Hale, as acting general 
commercial superintendent. Mothers’ Day toll traffic 
reached an all-time high in Lincoln as 3,440 calls swamped 
the switchboard, 2,824 of them being completed. A violent 
gale, of tornadic proportions, interrupted service at Hebron 
on May 26, isolating the town for several hours. The Em- 
ployees Mutual Benefit Association inaugurated a new policy 
of dependent coverage. 

On July 4, a rogue tornado came out of the northwest to 
tear up telephone plant in the Rising City and Surprise 
exchanges. The Pioneer chapter held its first ladies’ party 
and first fishing stag. Roy Mills was crowned king of the 
golf course for the fourth time. 

America In general, and our company switchboard in 
particular, experienced a record flood of calls with the 
breaking of the news of Japan’s capitulation. All local 
and long distance facilities were clogged for several hours 
by the surge of business with the coming of the glorious 
news. Margie Grewell, chief operator at Exeter, was first 
in the town to hear of it. She reached for the switch to 
turn on the fire siren, and remembered that she had per- 
formed the same act on November 11, 1918, to announce the 
signing of the armistice for World War J. 

There were 137 employees in uniform at the war’s end. 
The 12 women included in this figure were divided equally 
between the Army and Navy. Unfilled orders for telephone 
service during this month totalled 1,697. 


View of the “chow line’ at the Victory Picnic at Capitol Beach, Lin- 
coln, in August 1945. 


On August 18 a Victory Picnic was held at Capitol Beach, 
the first of our present series of annual employee picnics. 
A fine crowd of 550 were present to watch the LT&T girls’ 
softball team highlight the day with an unexpected victory 
over the Lincoln Air Base WACs by a score of 5 to 3. 

In November the first wire photograph was received over 
LT&T wires, and on Christmas came the year’s third record- 
breaking day for toll calls as joyous greetings were sent 
throughout the country and about the world. 

We gained 2,235 telephones during the year despite acute 
shortages. The needs of war-connected services were fully 
met. Toll revenues of $1,550,110 were the highest ever, 
though it was the unopposed opinion of telephone econo- 
mists that the use of toll would decrease sharply with the 


return of normal living. 
Retirements: Florence McKie, Edna M. Calvin and Marie L. Stephens. 


A year which brought the return of most 


0 of our service personnel and a year of 
heavy consumer demands and rising 
i prices. In February F. H. Woods retired 


as president of LT&T, being succeeded 
by Thomas C. Woods, who had served the company as di- 
rector, vice president and counsel since 1923. F. H. Woods 
retained his position as Chairman of the Board. B. I. 
Noble, returning from the war with the rank of lieutenant- 
colonel, was appointed assistant to the vice president and 
general manager, while Merle M. Hale was awarded full 
title as general commercial superintendent. 

Pensioned employees now became eligible for member- 
ship in the Employees Mutual Benefit Association. Long 
distance rates were reduced for the 13th time since 1927. 
Telephone service was reopened to Japan. A new type of 
operator’s head set was introduced. 

An acute shortage of telephones and equipment retarded 
growth and delayed much needed additions and replace- 
ments to telephone plant. Dial conversions were again 
under way with completions at McCool, Bellwood, Crab 
Orchard and Brock. LT&T introduced mobile radio, the 
first use of this service in Nebraska The Pioneer chapter 
annual reunion, now two years postponed, was held in the 
fall at Hillcrest Country Club, Lincoln. 

Newly designed LT&T service pins representing records 
of 10 to 45 years were presented to 529 employees in a 
series of gatherings held throughout the territory. The 
Lincoln carolers, 40 strong, made several appearances at 
Christmastime. 

Station gain for the year was a terrific 8,052. Total sta- 
tions in service reached 84,441, to regain an all-time peak. 
Held orders at the close of 1946 business totalled 854. The 
number of employees reached 1,387; operating revenues 


increased $309,956 and operating expenses were up $378,187. 

In new jobs were: K. L. Lawson, commercial engineer: George E. 
Walroth, directory and methods supervisor; Louise Roth, C.O., Lincoln: 
Howard Spahnle, directory compilation supervisor; R. C, Boling, construction 
foreman; Leland Hodge, wire chief, Beatrice; Lela Watson, C.O., Fairbury: 
C. B. Meshier, southern district wire chief; Tyler Ryan, area manager, 
Tecumseh, B. A. Isaman, manager, Humboldt: W. J. McDowell, credit manager, 
Lincoln; Wilma Grupe, supervisor of methods, Traffic: Irene Combs. C.O 
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Beatrice; A. M. Newens, area manager, Plattsmouth; Marie Pearson, C.O., 
Hastings; Anna Larson, C.O., Harvard; Melba Richards, C.O., Lincoln; L. W. 
Cleveland, area commercial manager, York; Dan Smith, manager, Wymore;: 
Vern Simpson, construction foreman; Lawrence E. Finney, company physician; 
E. J. Flowerday, manager, Pawnee City. 

Retirements: Frank Walter, Jessie Wirthel, Clyde Boyles, George T. Jones, 
Ralph E. Burkett, Bertha Sharp, C. W. Albers, Erma C. Brown, Maude C. 
Davis, Ida B. Ronne, R. I. Schouborg, W. O. Bundy. 

A presentiment of personnel problems, 

0 nationwide in scope, came in January 
| when the Communication Workers of 
| America local informed the company that 

the contract between the Union and LT&T 

would be cancelled on the day of its termination, March 31. 
Within the next few weeks two separate proposals for wage 
increases were presented. The second, double that of the 
first, contained the demand for increases in excess of $24 
weekly, per employee, on an average basis. Negotiations 
finally broke down, and on April 7 the Union called its 
members out on strike. The local situation was duplicated 
generally throughout the nation. Switchboard positions 
and other vital equipment were manned mainly by super- 
visory personnel, and although the quality and speed of serv- 
ice suffered to some extent, the public was well aware of 
the problems of the company and subscribers were usually 
patient and understanding. The bargaining committees on 
both sides of the controversy reconvened and worked dili- 
gently in seeking a solution but it was not until May 16 
that a new contract was signed and on May 19 the striking 
employees returned to their jobs. 

It was during this year that Joe C. Miller, veteran Lincoln 
combinationman, was killed in a truck-train crash while on 
duty. The general commercial department moved into their 
new quarters on the first floor of the general office building. 
The Otoe exchange was re-established. Anti-influenza 
inoculations for employees were added to the health pro- 
gram. The Unadilla properties were purchased. The Spen- 
cer Park project completed at Hastings provided service 
to 850 families. The girls volleyball team was organized at 
Lincoln. A new company insignia made its appearance on 
cars and trucks. A new cable maintenance truck with ex- 
tension platform ladder was introduced. Dial conversions 
came to the exchanges at Johnson, Jansen, Otoe, Burchard, 
Steinauer, Louisville, DeWitt, Plymouth, Huskerville and 
Plattsmouth. | . . 
gg tninew. dete Were: Geo As Wo Helen, enced’ torsmant. Viele 
Dunn. C.O., Fairbury; Irene Combs, traveling instructor; Lela Watson, C.O., 
Beatrice: T. C. Cone, area manager, Seward; Mary Bornemeier, C.O., Tecum- 
seh: K. J. Boshart, revenue accounting supervisor; Paul A. Wilkinson and 
L. V. Shirey, construction foremen; R. L. Clinton, Lincoln maintenance in- 
spector: and Ivan Haith, manager, Sterling |) ama L, Bradley, Lizzie 
Cressman, Wm. E. Cummings, Bridget _Divis, Hattie Wilcox, W. E. Macdonald, 
W. P. Conn, Chris Haberman, W. L. Eckles and T. S. Burr. 

Surprising to most everyone, the pros- 
perity bubble did not burst. The demand 

0 for telephone service, and most every com- 
| modity, was still in full swing. It was 

during this year that the general office 
building second floor was remodeled for the second time in 

35 years. A new teletype concentrator was installed in 
Lincoln Toll Test. Emphasis on voice training occupied 
general traffic forces. The directory sales company was 
organized, with E. A. McKenna appointed manager. The 
girls’ volleyball team won the league trophy with 20 
straight victories. The 45th anniversary of LT&T was 
observed with a family open house and reception and a 
new building site was purchased at 15th and M Streets, 
Lincoln. 

On August 1, John H. Agee, vice president and general 
manager, retired after guiding the destinies of LT&T since 
1926. He was succeeded as operating vice president by B. I. 
“Fritz” Noble, whose service with LT&T since 1927 had 
found him filling the posts of groundman, plant statistician, 
sales supervisor, area manager, military leave and assistant 
vice president. 

The company health program now offered free chest 
X-rays to employees. Pawnee City became an LT&T ex- 
change. Dial service came to the exchanges at Burr, Cook, 
Table Rock, Tecumseh, Peru, Bruning, Malcolm and Utica. 


Employee service pins were presented in 1946. In Lincoln the audience 
and participants filled the big ballroom at the Cornhusker. The picture 
shows the 15-year group assembled to receive their emblems. 


Max C. Walker was named district plant manager, Lin- 
coln to succeed Clayton Liebhart, retired. 

Death claimed J. S. Jackson, of General Commercial; 
George Cruickshank of Wahoo Plant; and L. B. Stiner, mem- 
ber of the Board of Directors for nearly a quarter of a 


century. 

In new jobs were: T. B. Hedges, construction foreman; Ivan Haith, 
manager, Humboldt; B. A. Isaman, Plant Engineering; Paul H. Henson, traffic 
equipment engineer; E. J. Flowerday, wire chief, Hastings; Dan_ Smith, 
manager, Pawnee City; Lloyd Oglesby, manager, Wymore; Frances Harmon, 
supervisor of traffic methods; Eleanore Lane, C.O., Weeping Water: George 
Wasson, construction foreman; J. A. Mason, chief tester, Hastings; Vance 
Embrey, chief tester, York; K. J. Bceshart, traveling auditor. 

Retirements: Hope Adams, Cecile H. Anderson, Pearl Freeman, Ida 
Townsend, Frieda Ross, Elsa Hornbeck, Iva B. Clary, Carl J. Hedstrom, 
Herbert Huddleston, Tilla E. Phipps, Charles J. Olson, Stella Stanley and 
Ann Seymour. ; : 

In which the opening scene found Nature 
on arampage. A January ice storm which, 
old-timers say, coated wires to record 
diameters, was followed later in the week 
by a howling blizzard. Heaviest destruc- 
tion and almost complete isolation came to Butler, Seward 
and Saunders counties. The construction department suf- 
fered a heavy blow when three of its front-line supervisors, 
Paul A. Schmeltzer, A. W. Holcomb and W. F. Combs, were 
severely injured in an automobile collision on an ice-coated 
highway. On June 8 a tornado ripped through Belvidere, 
dealing the town a blow from which it has never recovered. 
Later in the month a cloudburst struck Lancaster County 
and a wall of water rolling down Salt Creek and Haines 
Branch inundated a large section of the lowlands west and 
south of Lincoln. The trouble board was swamped under 
2,325 service calls as 40 cables were put out of order. On 
June 28 a seven inch deluge fell in western Pawnee County 
and a great amount of outside plant was washed away. 

In 1949, A. B. Smith was elected to head the Employees 
Mutual Benefit Association succeeding F. E. Behm, who 
had been president since its inception in 1936. The Lincoln 
business office was renovated. A new routine of micro- 
filming toll tickets was first tried as an experiment at 
Friend, and later employed throughout the territory. The 
“daily addendum” method was adopted for Lincoln directory 
corrections and changes. Lincoln’s 40,000th telephone was 
installed with due ceremonies in August, and the company 
again applied for a general increase in service rates. 

H. H. Wheeler succeeded B. I. Noble as operating vice 
president; C. C. Donley, became chief engineer; Lyle P. 
Young, general traffic superintendent; and John Spady, 
western district manager, in a series of progressive pro- 
motions. 

Dial service came to Milford, Nelson, Humboldt and 


Friend. 


In new jobs were: C. E. Cummings. plan engineer; Howard Smith. chief 
switchman; Ivan Paddack, equipment foreman; Alex Geist, service engi- 
neer; A. B. Waters, sales and training engineer: T. B. Chinnock, construc- 
tion foreman; L. G. Saunders, wire chief, Lincoln; Ralph Connors, assistant 
wire chief, Lincoln; E. A. Ernst, wire chief, Nebraska City; Elmer Neujahr, 
manager, Syracuse; E. J. Flowerday, area manager, Hastings: G. W. Jahn, 
revenue accountant; W. H. Husing, manager, Sterling: Wanda Remmers., 
C.O., Tecumseh; Paul Henson, transmission and_ protection engineer: 
Shirley Stoll, C.O., Wymore. 

Retirements: Harry Moss, J. Pugsley, Mollie McKnight, Herbert E. Jen- 
kins, Effie Smith, Earl Rosker, Nellie Hunt, Catherine Gillan, Rose Fank- 
hauser, Lulu Kloepper, Ruth Koukal, Milo Caslasky, Nona Brusnahan, Grover 


Griffith, Bessie Nippert and Charles Nevin. 
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It was a big evening for the Ladies of the Pioneers, 
as 50 strong they came from far and near to be numbered 
among those present at the annual fall party. The reunion 
again was held at the University Club, Lincoln, and was 
hailed by those in attendance as one of the finest of them 
all. The date was Saturday, October 23. 

Featured on the program was a travelog, in color slides, 
given by Misses Geneva and Nevada Wheeler, daughters 
of H. W. Wheeler, former LT&T construction superintend- 
ent. The door prize was won by Helen Rose of Central 
Telephone Company. 
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Pioneer Ladies Gather for Annual Fall Reunion 
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Notable among the retired members who journeyed 
from afar were Lulu Kloepper, of Sidney, and Mary Turner, 
from Omaha. Both made special trips to be at the Pioneer 
gathering. Chairman Louise Roth, of the social committee, 
announced that the next ladies’ assembly would be the 
spring party which will be held at the Lincoln club rooms 
on Saturday, April 30. 

Other members of Mrs. Ross’ committee are Kathryn 
Portsche, Verna Alexander, Florence Tatman, Myra Met- 
calf. Marcia Watson, Margaret Egan and Irene Combs. 
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Signing of the new LT&T-CIO Agreement. Clockwise around the conference 
table: L. W. Cleveland, K. L. Lawson and B. J. Sievers, company Bargaining 
Committee; M. M. Hale, vice president; and E. O. Wait, James C. West, 
Dorothy Grafton and Robert W. Blackford, CWA Bargaining Committee. 


New Agreement Signed and Sealed 


A new wage and working agreement between the com- 
pany and the Communications Workers of America was 
signed October 29 and became effective November 1. 
The agreement was reached in a series of meetings dating 
from September 20, between bargaining committees of the 
LT@T and the Union. The former was composed of K. L. 
Lawson, chairman; B. J. Sievers and L. W. Cleveland. Rep- 
resenting the Union were James C. West, chairman, and 
cfficers of the local CWA: Elvin O. Wait, president; Doro- 
thy Grafton, secretary-treasurer; and Robert W. Blackford, 
vice president. 

Several revisions of the general working schedule were 
agreed upon, although none were of major character; the 
changes being made principally to clarify the text of the 
contract. 

The wage structure was revised to provide increases 
based generally on considerations of merit and tenure of 
employment with most raises beginning at the 19th month 


and ranging from $1 to $1.50 per week for women and 
from $1 to $2.50 for men. 

Also under discussion was a proposal to increase mini- 
mum pensions. This matter, of necessity, must come for 
consideration before the company’s Board of Directors be 
fore being finally resolved. 


Frank Blockwitz Joins Pension Rolls 


The retirement of Frank A. Blockwitz, 
has been announced by the Employees’ 
Benefit Committee, having become effec- 
tive with his transfer to the pension pay- 
roll upon expiration of the period cov- 
ered by sickness-disability benefits. 

During the entirety of more than 30 
years’ employment with the company, 
Frank has been identified with the motor 
vehicle section of the supply department. 
In fact, his original employment very 
nearly coincides with the birth of the 
automotive section, which began as an alley “tinker and 
repair shop. 

In the olden times there was much experimentation in 
types of trucks suitable for telephone work. Most of them 
were purchased as chassis only, and the bodies built accord- 
ing to the notions of various plant officials as to the materials 
they should carry. Frank probably could tell the complete 
story of the evolution of company trucks from these primi 
tive efforts to the present standard designs. 

He was employed as an automobile mechanic in June 
1921, and two months later was made automobile shop fore- 
man. After the move to the present garage quarters at 21st 
and L Streets, Frank continued in the repair section until 
il health forced him to relinquish his active duties in Sep- 
tember 1953. 


Frank A. Blockwitz 
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At the Banquet. Clockwise around the table: M. C. Walker, Frank Blockwitz, 
Mrs. Blockwitz, George Mehuron, John Spady, Earl Eichenour, Chas. B. Mesh- 
ier, Rex Winders, Mrs. Winders, H. W. Potter, L. A. Stacy, Mrs. Stacy, M. M. 
Hale, Thomas C. Woods, Mrs. Woods, C. C. Donley, Mrs. Jahn, G. W. Jahn, 
I. J. Devoe, Frances Virgil, L. P. Young, Hazel Hagenbuck, P. H. Henson, 
Houghton Furr, Marjorie Whiting and A. B. Waters. 
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Cornhusker Scene of Retirement Banquet 


The annual banquet for the “Retirement Class of 1954” 
was held at the Persian Room, Cornhusker Hotel, Lincoln, 
oi the night of October 19. A goodly representation of 
those retiring during the year were in attendance. Dinner 
was followed by a program which featured a harmony quar- 
tctte, the Salt Flat Four, and by introductions which were 
made by Merle M. Hale. President Thomas C. Woods gave 
the remarks of the evening and presented each honored 
guest with an electric clock, personalized by an engraved 
plaque inscribed with the employee’s record of service. 

The ceremonies were arranged by Walter F. Roberts, 
personnel director who, unhappily and inadvertently, was 
cut off the picture at lower right by the camera. Honored 
guests who were unable to be present at the banquet included 
Ethyl Armstrong, A. E. Dulin, Weldon C. Maxfield and 
Aner N. McKinzey. 
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Human Relations Class Convenes af Lincoln 


The fall class for Lincoln employees in Human Relations 
In Management began its eight-week session on October 21, 
with Personnel Director Roberts acting as the discussion 
leader. Members of the class, clockwise from “six o'clock” 
are: Donald E. Nelson, Alex M. Geist, Phil J. Garvey, W. F. 
Combs, Larry A. Connealy, Laverne Braun, Walter F. Rob- 
erts, Roger K. Ghormley, Georgia Smith, Orville D. Spen- 
cer, Ernie Royce and Ivan Paddack. Not in picture is the 
twelfth class member, Walter C. Stewart. 


Sake 


Let's Meet Our New Employees 


Emp. 
Name Position Exch. Date 
ACCOUNTING 
Judith A. Barga........................-. Wachine  OPSrator vvniiscicok ccc 10-18 
Darlene M. Carlson.................... Machine Operator....................sccsssssssssesees 9-29 
Paula A. Hawkinson................. Machine Operatov.................ccscccccocssceeceeees 9-20 
COMMERCIAL 
John Bordogna....................2--2200-+ Coin Collector (P.T.)-Lincoln................ 10- 4 
Ardith E. Macaluso................... CNT a tg cocoa ini AION ptaecescans, Dat 
Oa Fe. SARS ON oo cee cls es 5 of | Se RR ORR Lincoln................10- 4 
Lucyle Scheidemann................. Clerk Hie UE OM p riciereceteed- & 
PLANT 
Walter R. Bartels......00....02200.02... Groundman (Cst.)..000.00 0a 9-22 
Jimie S. Ehlers.............................Groundman (Cst.).00.000 (0 easeeee 9-27 
Donald C. Eisenbarth............. Groundman (Cst.).......0 4 nseeees 10- 4 
Ralph GC. DING er i icocccicccnncae Groundman (Exch.).. York..................... 10- 6 
Darrell L. Nave....................----Groundman (Cst.)....... Lincoln................ 9-20 
Melvin D. Nickels...................Groundman (Exch.).. York.....................10- 6 
Donald W. Norton....................SWwitechboardman.......... Crete....................10-18 
Ronald J. Overman.........00000.....: Groundman (Cst.)....... Lincoln................10-18 
TRAFFIC 

LaVonne K. Anderson.............. Opel AbOT sinencssewiteeee OY OTE deco ncerontaiens 10-18 
Frances M. Biallas..........0000.....: ODOT ALON siecinciccccdnssntsenes Lincoln................10- 4 
Orva J. Boden.......:.c.....cc.0.. ODOR AGO ioc scciccesocta wena Auburn................10- 4 
Roberta L. Carlson.................... ODCVATOR a ninccceccdicsiseccdcccse- York......................10- 4 
JOANN: Tos. DUNCAN joie cscsscoscecccecccoK OPO ATON «nae cccsccssnacemnnscncne Lincoln................10- 4 
Carolyn. EB. Fisbeck:....::..2:... Operator cccccvcdccescn ces; Fairbury.............. 9-27 
Dorothy E. Foster... OCT AU OL anodes entlecsitecerunctes Beatrice............... 9-27 
Marlene Sy. SP Uy Bibi sscsccccscisrcccsace et DOTA GOP cocci cate Wahoo.................. 9-28 
Sally A. Gibbons........................ OP OT AC OT ossiccecasssciccticcoiee Lincoln.................10-11 
Mary E. Hillhouse.....................Operator..........0.....ccceee: Beatrice............... 9-27 
June Johnson (Re-emp.).......... ODOT A EOE cise hcsesesccereees fy) vg ss oh See ee 10- 4 
Mae M. Lavelle... Operator... cece eee. MOE inte aeas Sa20 
Maxine G. Nekolite........... PRP A BOT cies cccspicanzeccenues LAIRCOIN,..0-scnsctsee, GZ 
Vera: Ey IN ORV i sicecesccsccccccesdesc el PICT WON oosovecestcescenscnanstins Tecumsenh........... 9-12 
Dorothy J. Payne......-2...0..6......8. OPCPator .ivcccicncvccccccscsscesee TARCOID i cecvcesiivas 10-11 
Barbara L. Pierce...........0.0000.. sig: 2) een ee ne Lincoln................ 10- 4 
Pawrieia. POMUGKY iid cciichndenrei DOV ATOR icc sicacstacectnonine TANCOING 052 cen 9-27 
Norma Schoenthaler.................0perator..........0.0.....c.ceee Lincoln.<..<. shinee 10- 4 
Patricia M. Stalder...................0perator.......000.0e LINCOM... onc cc scs.. 9-27 
Alice M. Wallis.............0.....0......0perator...........ccce eee LINCOM voi cicsscese 10- 4 
Welda. O.. YOUNG ociscccacceenceccsnccmvsner @ 032 15 8 | ene eee Lincoln................10-1] 


; Pol 
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And a good time was had by all as the Partying Lincoln 
Commercials congregated on October 25 for one of their 
numerous gatherings at a pre-Halloween party as guests of 
Velora Novotny and Jody Hartley at the latter’s home. There 
were twenty in all, and the house is still trembling on its 
foundation. Seated, from left: Ruth Owen, Anne McCabe, 
Nancy Hoffman, Charlene Macaluso, Elva Mares, Nancy 
Connealy, Alice Ward, Marguerite Whitaker, Marfae Wer- 
ein, Thelma Mahlman, Joan Varga and Velora Novotny. 
Standing at rear: Doris Ulmer, Ardie Macaluso, Polly Hos- 
tetler, Mary Pohlenz, Lois Meyers, Joyce Brown, Jody Hart- 
ley and Viola Fisher. 
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_A Big Case of Trouble 


ie fe ee Re 
£ +3 


Cable Foreman Cliff Artz and Splicer C. F. “Cy” 
Hutchison remove the cable sheath to expose the 
damaged section. 


This gallant plumber was so intent 
on his job that he missed his coffee 
break! It was three p.m. on Monday, 
October 11, and he was busily engaged 
in drilling through the earth, from a 
new-home basement to the curb, for 
the running of a water line. 


Deep in the terra firma the head of 
the water auger, with which he was 
drilling, came to rest against a solid 
substance. The plumber thought the 
obstruction was a rock, and being a 
man of action he pulled the auger back 
at arm’s length and battered it against 
the object. He got immediate results. 

The head of the auger glanced off 
the protective concrete covering of a 
six-duct underground conduit, crashed 
through the fragile tile and halfway 
severed a big 1200-pair cable lying 
therein. The scene of the tragedy was 
45th and South streets, Lincoln. 

About 150 pairs of the cable were cut 
in two, and the jet of water from the 
auger head completed the calamity. 
Telephones in a huge section of 4- 
Office were put out of commission in- 
stantly, and the Lincoln test board was 
flooded with calls. 

A large excavation was dug to expose 
the damaged section of cable and Splic- 
ers Cy Hutchison, John Witmer and 
Bob Cardwell, with Helpers Harold 
Wenzel and Jim Tice, teamed in *round- 
the-clock labors to repair the damage. 
The wet pairs were back in working 
order by 11 p.m., and the severed pairs 
by ten o clock the next morning. 


November Retirements 


Frances Virgil and Hazel Hagenbuck 
Close Active Careers 

Turning to a new way of life on 
November 1 were Frances M. Virgil, 
Lincoln, and Hazel Hagenbuck, Wahoo. 
Their retirements, under the company’s 
benefit plan, were effective on that 
date. 

The telephone careers of the two 
ladies closely parallel one another. They 
came to their jobs in the year 1913, 
and have each devoted their entire tele- 
phone service to a single department; 
Frances to the toll billing section in Ac- 
counting; and Hazel to the Wahoo 
switchboard. 

Miss Virgil was hired as a billing 
clerk on June 26, 1913, in what was 
then the new and roomy quarters of 
the combined bookkeeping-accounting 
forces on the second floor of the gen- 
eral office building. In three years her 
aptitude for the work was rewarded 
with the title of toll supervisor, and in 
the long years that followed she has 
watched this important section grow 
and expand under the continued pres- 
sure of increased subscribers and added 
duties. 

Miss Virgil's unique method of super- 
vision has already been told in the 
News pages. Each morning she appor- 
tioned a great stack of the daily tickets 
to her own desk and distributed the 
remainder to her flock. Through the 
day and under her flying fingers the 
pile of tickets steadily diminished and 
at five o'clock the desk was clear, and 
her “supervising” was over for another 
day. Miss Virgil received her present 
title of senior supervisor in November 
1945. 

It was in October 1913 that Hazel 
Hagenbuck came to work at the old 
office switchboard at Wahoo and al- 
though her service record has been 
broken several times, she has been reg- 
ularly employed since August 1927. 
During the early times Miss Hagenbuck 
served for a year as chief operator and, 
later, for many years as assistant chief. 
In the aggregate her service record 
totals nearly 30 years. 

The definition of the word “service” 
as “a labor performed in the interest of 
others” applies in its entirety to Hazel 
Hagenbuck in her long watch of the 
signal lights and nimble handling of 
calls for successive generations of Wa- 
hoo telephone subscribers. 
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Helen Pickard Promoted 


The appointment of Helen Pickard 
as senior supervisor has been announced 
by I. J. Devoe, general auditor. Miss 
Pickard will have charge of the toll 
billing unit, revenue section, succeeding 
Frances Virgil, re- 
tired. 

Miss Pickard’s 
qualifications for 
her present ad- 
vancement have 
been compounded 
from _ experience 
and excellence of 
performance Over 
the period of a 

a quarter century, 
and more, that she has been a member 
of the department. Her first job, in 
February 1927, was toll clerk. In the 
succeeding years she has filled the po- 
sitions of toll billing clerk, machine 
operator and advanced clerk. She as- 
sumed her new duties on November 1. 


Tsk, Tsk. No Curtains 


Prize story of the month was re- 
lated in the Nebraska City News 
Press. It seems that an Oklahoma car 
stopped at the local Conoco station 
on Central Avenue one day in mid- 
September. Its occupants were a man 
and wife who looked as though they 
were on their first journey out of the 
Arbuckle Hills. 

The lady asked about the rest room 
facility, and it was pointed out by Gar- 
net Jackson, proprietor. Following in 
that general direction, she stopped be- 
fore the new glass-walled outdoor tele- 
phone booth on the premises, looked 
inside, and retraced her steps to Mr. 
Jackson's side. 

“Tt looks clean, all right,” she said, 
“but there isn’t much privacy.” 


Headlines 


Tyler Ryan, area manager, Tecumseh, 
was elected chairman of the Johnson 
County Chapter, National Foundation 
for Infantile Paralysis, at a meeting held 
October 26. 


Lloyd C. Jenkins, Lincoln Plant, ap- 
peared before the meeting of Sutton 
firemen on November 1, to give a talk 
and demonstration on First Aid. 


PELPROTIOLIET 


Our Public Smiles 


Approval on Six 


More Open Houses 


On they went, through the month 
of October, as A. B. Gorman and his 
entourage brought their traveling pub- 
lic relations show to six more large 
exchanges, as pictured on this page. 
Exclusive of the numbers who viewed 
Lincoln’s new building earlier in the 
year, the Open House program has 
been attended by more than 25,000 
customers and friends during the course 
of the anniversary year. Open House 
at Hastings will be reported next 
month. 


IN THE PICTURES: 


At Pawnee City. (1) George Eggleston, man- 
ager, demonstrates the first dialing device, used 
at Pawnee City in 1898. (2) Carl Franzen at the 
cable display. (3) Tecumseh’s Mary Goracke and 
Avis Coliar, cashier, kept tally of the visitors. 

At Wilber. (4) Lumir Vosika, combinationman, 
explains the terminal room. (5) VWyrl Clark, man- 
ager. (6) Greeters and counters were Lavina 
McElroy and Loretta Mclinay. 

At Wymore. (7) Mike Danaher, manager, and 
Millie Lloyd, cashier, total up the visitors. (8) 
That's Shirley Stoll, chief operator, at right. (9) 
Sophia Witcofski, orator for the traffic depart- 
ment. 

At Fairbury. (10) Floyd Nave, left, at the toll 
terminal bays. (11) Dorcas Slater, at left, tells 
the traffic story. (12) Gerald Caley holds his 
audience spellbound at the main frame. (13) Earl 
Schemmerhorn, right, at the cable display. 

At Crete. (14) William McOmber, manager, 
reveals the innards of the switchboard. (1.5) Evelyn 
Menke and Anita Lang passing out the souvenirs. 
(16) Standing room only at the showing of ‘’Mile- 
stones of Service.“” Ted Ray, Beatrice, is the 
operator. 

At Seward. (17) Arthur Balderson captures the 
interest of a group in the terminal room. (18) 
Martha Merz, in Traffic, showing the toll ticket 
routine. (19) Gerald Shipley, wire chief, lectures 
on the power supply. 


Promotions, 


Mary Rose Armagost 
Service Assistant 
Lincoln 


Plant 
Hazel M. Higgins, service operator, Lin- 
coln, to clerk-typist, wire chief's office, Cen- 
tral Plant. 
Kenneth Peters, lineman, Construction, to 
construction foreman, General Plant. 
Traffic 
Mary Rose Armagost, operator to service 


Transfers, 


Kenneth Peters 
Construction Foreman 
General Plant 


Title Changes 


Ruthann Snyder 
Service Assistant 
Lincoln 


assistant, Lincoln. 


Dorothy M. Gertsch, operator, Lincoln to 
York. 
Gladys W. Harre, operator, York to Be- 


atrice. 


Ruthann Snyder, operator to service as- 
sistant, Lincoln. 


E. §. Fisher Says “Thanks” 


“Tf you begin to think you're alone 
in the world, just get those Pioneers 
stirred up, and you'll find out different- 
ly.” This was the observation of E. S. 
“Ned” Fisher, who, 
with Mrs. Fisher, 
was overwhelmed 
by the deluge of 
congratulatory cards 
they received on 
their 58th wedding 
anniversary, No- 
vember 4. Ned re- 
ports that more than 
150 cards were re- 
ceived, and he 
wishes to thank the Pioneers sincerely 
for their major role in making it a most 
happy day. Mr. Fisher, long retired 
from Lincoln switchboard forces, en- 
tered the telephone business in 1892. 


ae — — 


on 


E. S. Fisher 


Appropriate to the subject of Ned Fisher is 


Arthur B. Smith, left, and Mr. Fisher about to 
install one of the large-dial wall sets once used at 
Lincoln. The picture was taken in 1918, though 
the vintage of the Ford antedates this by several 
years. 


We Appreciate Appreciation 


Our thanks to R. G. Breckenridge of 
Securities Acceptance Corporation, 
Hastings, for his letter addressed to the 
district manager commending Operator 
44 for her efforts in locating his party 
and completing a recent long distance 
call. As Mr. Breckenridge explained, 
‘I know, as a public utility, you must 
receive many more complaints than you 
do compliments,” and he felt impelled 
to tell of this instance where a call was 
completed under particularly difficult 
circumstances. It’s always nice to hear 
such tributes, and we're sure that 
Carolyn Swedlund, alias Operator 44, 
joins with the rest of us in repeating, 


“Thanks, Mr. Breckenridge.” 


Safe Driving Day 


During the course of the next month 
there is to be an intensive public educa- 
tional campaign, a challenge to every- 
one to join in a common effort against 
a common enemy; the accident traffic 
toll. The test confronting every com- 
munity will be to remain completely 
free of traffic accidents for a 24-hour 
period on “Safe Driving Day,” Decem- 
ber 15. 

The purpose of S-D Day is to show 
that motorists and pedestrians can 
eliminate traffic accidents by their own 
actions. It is expected that the 24-hour 
demonstrations will bring dramatic and 
convincing results. 
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Hale Leads Successful Drive 


We've all been pulling for our V-P 
in one of his hardest assignments—as 
general chairman of the Community 
Chest-Red Cross United Fund Raising 
Campaign. Success of the drive hung 
by a fine thread as the last day ap- 
proached; but the final report brought 
the revelation that the huge goal of 
$486,518—largest in history—had been 
reached, and Lincoln had responded 
with its 26th successful Chest drive. It 
was Mr. Hale’s responsibility to direct 
the energies of 1,800 workers during 
the campaign. 

Ray Baldwin and E. H. Royce were 
lieutenant colonels in charge of the so- 
licitation of Lincoln LT&T employees, 
and they were more than gratified at 
the wholehearted support they encoun- 
tered throughout the several depart- 
ments. The company was one of the 
first among the city’s larger industrial 
firms to reach its quota. 


Harve Colvin, 1873-1954 


Harve Colvin, long a member of the 
local plant and construction forces at 
Beaver Crossing, Hastings, Beatrice and 
Lincoln, passed away November 1, 

while visiting rela- 

ee tives at Bird City, 
fe Kansas. His death 
Be / came unexpectedly, 
ty a at a time when he 
| was apparently re- 
covering from a Sse- 
vere and persistent 
attack of the “flu.” 

Mr. Colvin’s ener- 
gy and appearance 
belied his 81 years. 
He was often seen at functions of the 
Pioneer association of which he was a 
charter member. His service record 
dates to August 1914 when he joined 
LT€&’T as a repairman at Beaver Cross- 
ing. He was later a lineman and in- 
staller at Milford; a lineman, inspector 
and foreman at Hastings; construction 
foreman at Beatrice; and lineman and 
warehouseman at Lincoln before his re- 
tirement on pension in January 1939. 

During the war Mr. Colvin returned 
to active employment for a span of 18 
months before he again entered retire- 
ment in May 1944. He is survived, in 
his immediate family, by his wife and 
daughter, Marie Litzenberg. 


Harve Colvin 


Wm. A. Rosenthal 
Lincoln 
30 Years 


Eita Griffin 
Geneva 
30 Years 


Al YEARS Margaret Bethscheider, Hebron. 
38 YEARS R. C. Boling, Lincoln. 


37 YEARS H. O. Wentink, Hastings. 
36 YEARS Deroy Helfer, Nebraska City. 


34 YEARS Mary Bethscheider, Hebron; Erma 
L.xon, Geneva; T. E. Longdon, Fairbury; 
J. T. May, Lincoln. 


33 YEARS H. H. Lahr, Hastings; Martha 
Merz, Seward. 


30 YEARS Eita Griffin, Geneva; Wm. A. 
Rosenthal, Lincoln. 


29 YEARS John Backstrom, Lincoln. 


28 YEARS Rosalie Carlson, Della Wilcox, 
Lincoln. 


21 YEARS Irene Combs, Lincoln. 
26 YEARS A. B. Gorman, C. W. Helm, Lin- 


coln. 


Dorothy Darnold 
Hastings 
15 Years 


Mandane Reid 
Fairbury 
15 Years 


24 YEARS Lavina McElroy, Wilber; Helen 
Ofe, Plattsmouth. 


23 YEARS Louise Schmidt, Lincoln. 
22 YEARS Miriam Carter, R. E. Hibbert, 


Lincoln. 
19 YEARS Marie Jackson, Lincoln. 
17 YEARS : cine! Doharsh, Wanas, 


15 YEARS Dorothy Darnold, Hastings; Man- 
dane Reid, Fairbury; Bessie Schultz, York. 


14 YEARS G. H. Ramsey, Lincoln. 


13 YEARS Clara Costello, Tecumseh; D. D. 
Smith, Lincoln. 


12 YEARS Ilva Sole, Grafton; Mabel! Volpp, 


Lincoln. 


11 YEARS Darlene Remmers, Beatrice; Ann 
Stoll, Plattsmouth; H. W. Tubbs, Hastings. 


Bessie Schultz Lucile Lane 
York Weeping Water 
15 Years 10 Years 


10 YEARS 5. p. Howland, Lincoln; Lucile 
Lane, Weeping Water. 


8 YEARS A. L. Ackerman, Fairmont; Eunice 
Bailey, T. G. Goldenstein, N. E. Hammond, 
W. K. Menze, Lincoln; Dorothy Biggerstaff, 
Auburn; V. V. Clark, Wilber; Shirley Stoll, 
Wymore; Gearldeen Williams, Superior. 


7 YEARS A. C. Andres, Stromsburg; Luetta 
Bacon, Hastings; W. |. Duer, C. H. Misch- 
nick, Joan Moorberg, Cecile Simons, Lincoln; 
R. H. Fischer, Milford; R. A. Francis, He- 
bron; F. G. Rowlison, York; Betty A. Shep- 
herd, Fairbury. 


6 YEARS L. D. Burch, Crete; J. L. Garrett, 
Geneva; L. V. Higgins, W. L. Higgins, L. H. 
Schmutte, Lincoln; Charlotte Jordan, Fair- 
bury; A. L. McVay, Auburn; John L. Roth, 
Hastings; G. C. Shipley, Seward. 


5 YEARS Ellen Butterfield, Beatrice; Norma 
Hahn, Tecumseh; Leona Jones, Ohiowa; C. 
J. Tracy, Lincoln. 


Hansen "Feeling Fine’ 


Charles A. Hansen, Supply, is bask- 
ing cheerfully and comfortably at 
home, convalescing nicely from one of 
the newest and most spectacular opera- 
tions in the annals 
of medical science. 
The operative tech- 
nique itself is but 
eight years old and 
most of the surgery 
has been performed 
at the Mayo Clinic 
at Rochester, Min- 
nesota, where Mr. 
Hansen presented 
himself in early Oc- 
tober on the advice of his physician. 

Charles had just learned that he had 
a coarctation of the aorta, a pinch or 
kink in the main blood vessel leading 
from the heart. There was a necessity 
for an immediate corrective operation. 


Charles A. Hansen 


The condition had prevailed since 
birth, and during the course of years, 
nature, of necessity, had built up a net- 
work of auxiliary channels to carry 
blood to the body extremities. It is this 
auxiliary circulatory system which 
makes it possible to perform the pro- 
longed operation in which the crimp is 
cut from the aorta and the tube sewn 
back together. 

Charles was taken to the operating 
room at 7:30 a.m. Monday, October 11. 
He was returned to his room at 1 p.m. 
From that time he staged a most amaz- 
ing recovery. In two days he was sit- 
ting up in bed; the next day in a chair; 
and on the fourth day he was walking 
about the room. He returned to Lincoln 
only nine days after the operation. 

A descriptive story of the operation 
on the aorta, similar in almost every 
detail to that of Mr. Hansen's, appears 
in the October issue of the Reader's 
Digest. 
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BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association during the month of 


October: 


Primary Members: Roy Rogers, York Pen- 
sioner, $10.00; A. K. Robison, Service, $22.50; 
C. C. Donley, Engineering, $22.50: W. F. Hen- 
drix, Supply, $74.35; L. W. Neff, General 
Plant, $20.00; Evelyn Theesen, Hastings Traf- 
fic, $5.00; R. M. Green, Service, $20.00; G. A. 
Foster, General Plant, $76.85; R. H. Gray, 
Seward Non-Functional, $22.50; Clara Van 
Matre, Ashland Traffic, $153.10; Marlene 
Kuhl, General Commercial, $22.90; Vera Burk, 
Lineoln Traffic, $126.15; Marcella O’Bryan, 
Beatrice Traffic, $142.15; W. L. Eckles, Nel- 
son Pensioner, $10.00; Paul Radebaugh, Gen- 
eral Plant, $10.00; Maxine Weseman, Hastings 
Traffic, $27.35; D. V. Gollehon, Fairbury 
Plant, $164.50; A. W. Holcomb, General Plant, 
$12.50; R. J. Donaldson, Supply, $62.05; H. C. 
Smith, General Plant, $10.00. 

Dependents: Gary HromadkKa, Hastings, 
$43.13; Danny Lee Doran, Lincoln, $5.13; Lon- 
nie D. Husing, Sterling, $9.88; Mrs. A. E. 
Stansbury, Beatrice, $11.25; Mrs. A. S. Keck- 
ler, Lincoln, $69.89; Mrs. John Hobson, Lin- 
coln, $5.63; Mrs. M. D. Chamberlain, Lincoln, 
$65.63: Sharon Albury, Lincoln, $72.30; Mrs. 
T. B. Chinnock, Lincoln, $79.77; Daryl Shipp, 
Lincoln, $166.46; Mrs. Franklin O. Jurgens, 
Beatrice, $16.89. 
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On the Cover 


November is an appropriate month 
to salute the construction man, his wife 
and family. Somewhere in the wilds of 
Upper Canada, General Sleet is already 
marshalling his 
forces for an on- 
slaught on our lines 
of communication. 
| Meeting the attack 
2 mee ~=—SCOill be the men of 
} Construction, aloft 
in the biting gale; 
| breaking through 

snow-blocked roads: 

ever intent on 
reaching and repair- 
ing the life lines of the industry. 
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Higgins Family 


Our telephone family is Arthur L. 
and Arlene Higgins, and their year-old 
son, Michael. Art entered the con- 
struction department in August 1945, 
Arlene (Zable) was employed as oper- 
ator in October 1943. She still works 
in Lincoln Traffic on an occasional 
basis. Theirs was an LT&T romance 
and young Mike, as may be expected, 
already shows great aptitude in talking 
and climbing. You'll probably find him 
on the payroll in 1974. 


In the picture, Art is leaving for 
work; a sartorial example of what the 
well informed construction man should 
wear when the frost comes on the 
pumpkin. 


Waverly Gefs Another Digit 


With the recent terrific development 
of northeast Lincoln, telephone num- 
bers at the 6-Office, 49th and Hunting- 
ton, are growing scarce. Casting about 
for means of salvaging the vital num- 
erals, it was apparent that, by adding 
another digit to the Waverly exchange 
code, a total of 900 terminals would be 
reteased for local service in the 9,000 
board. So, with the publishing of the 
new directory, all Waverly numbers, 
dialed from Lincoln, will be prefixed 
by the code “628” instead of the pres- 
ent code “69.” The work involved in 
the change is being handled by R. R. 
“Mike” Guthrie, 6-Office foreman. 


Busy Man 


It has been a full month for E. J. 
Flowerday, area manager, Hastings. 
Dating from October 4 he has made 
headlines in being selected as campaign 
manager for the Hastings Community 
Chest fund-raising campaign, which 
opened on that day and continued 
through the month; on October 30 it 
was announced that he had been elected 
a director of the Hastings Chamber of 
Commerce; on November 1 came the 
news that Ed was elected vice president 
of the same organization; and on No- 
vember 4 he was elevated to the Board 
of Directors of the Hastings Kiwanis 


Ghivioa 


All of which was only a prelude to 
the work involved in preparing the 
Hastings exchange for its big Open 


House on November 3, 4 and 5. which 


will be reported and pictured in next 
month's News. 


Dont Answer Wrong 


Numbers 


It was the Omaha World Herald 
which told of the lady who was awak- 
ened late at night by the ringing of 
her telephone, and groped down the 
long stairs to silence it. 

“Let me speak to Sam,” demanded 
a gruff masculine voice. 

“You must have the wrong number,” 
replied the patient lady. ‘“‘There is no 
Sam_ here.” 

“What's the idea of answering the 
wrong number?” shouted the midnight 
caller. “Now you've raade me lose my 
dime.” 
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They needed an airplane—and had one—to 
drop in for a visit with Al Kroon on a rainy week 
end in October. The Flying Edens and the Wohl- 
bergs, Engineering, found AI at Adrian, Michigan, 
where he is presently installing equipment for the 
Union Telephone Company. AI was in charge of 
the Lincoln toll board installation for Automatic 
Electric Company. In the picture from left: Mr. 
and Mrs. R. E. Wohlberg, Mr. and Mrs. AI Kroon, 
and Bud Eden. Mrs. Eden took the picture. 


America Values the Telephone 
AMES L. MORRISON, secretary- 


treasurer of the Nebraska Telephone 
Association, brought out an interesting 
point in a recent member bulletin in 
which he refers to statistics compiled 
by the U. S. Commerce Department 
Research Division. 


“It is no secret,” writes Mr. Mor- 
rison, “that consumers purchased more 
telephone service following World 
War II and there would seem to be 
ample evidence to show that as the 
after-tax income of individuals increases 
so does the demand for telephone 
service. 

“But the $64 question is what hap- 
pens when personal income drops. 


“The information from the U. S. 
Commerce Department is designed to 
determine just how sensitive consumer 
expenditures are in relation to the rise 
and fall of personal income. The data 
compiled is for the nation as a whole. 
After attempting to allow for relevant 
factors the study indicates that during 
the period 1929-1940, expenditures for 
telephone service were below average 
in income sensitivity. This simply 
means that the nation as a whole during 
the Great Depression held onto its 
telephone service long after it quit 
spending for other items. In fact, the 
study shows that during this period 
expenditures for telephone service held 
up better than expenditures for rent. 

“The net result of the study tends 
to indicate that expenditures for tele- 
phone service will remain comparatively 
stable even though personal income is 
dropping.” 


Glenn Obert Victim of Polio 


Few cases of distress and sickness 
have been followed so apprehensively 
by LT&*T folk than the sad affliction 
of Glenn E. Obert, combinationman of 
Lincoln Plant, who, after a worsening 
condition over the week end of Octo- 
ber 2-3, was found to be suffering from 
bulbar poliomyelitis and removed to 
Lincoln General Hospital. 

He was immediately placed in an 
iron lung, and, for many days, as the 
paralysis crept through his body, there 
seemed to be little chance for his sur- 
vival. As this is written, however, there 
is a growing hope that the greatest 
period of danger is past, and that he 
will soon begin treatment in physical 
therapy which is essential in regaining 
his muscular faculties. He is now almost 
completely paralyzed. 

Dr. L. E. Finney, who has been the 
attending physician, gives due credit 
for Glenn’s present progress to his 
gritty and cheerful attitude. By the 
first of November Glenn was able to 
be out of the big iron lung at times, 
though he still was forced to rely on a 
portable chest respirator as an aid to 
breathing. The National Foundation 
for Infantile Paralysis has taken control 
of the case and is responsible for 
Glenn’s transfer to the respiratory and 
rchabilitation center at Omaha, where, 
according to Doctor Finney, wonders 
have been performed toward recovery 
in many similar cases. 

After observing the Foundation’s 
great work in Glenn’s case, our com- 
pany physician declares that we should 
all feel like pikers if we don’t dig deep 
and generously into our purses in Janu- 
ary, when we are again privileged to 
lend a hand in fighting polio through 
the annual March of Dimes campaign. 


Record Attendance at 
National Convention 


Hale Elected First Vice President 

There was a record attendance of 
about 3,000 persons at the 57th Annual 
Convention of the U.S.I.T.A. at Chi- 
cago on October 11 to 13, Participation 
in the program by members of LT&T 
was also greater than usual. John A. 
McKinzie, retired general plant super- 
intendent, and Paul H. Henson, eastern 
district manager, both delivered papers 
before the plant conference. Walter F. 


Mad J 


There hasn’t been much news from east-end 
fishermen since Doc Ojers took all the fish out 
of the river at Nebraska City. But they are com- 
ing back! Witness the catch of Gregory Rogers, 
beaming son of Harry Rogers, combinationman at 
Auburn. 


Roberts, personnel director, gave a talk 
on “Motivating Manpower” in the traf- 
fic conference. Kenneth L. Lawson, 
general commercial superintendent, as 
chairman of the commercial conference, 
gave the annual report of the commer: 
cial committee’s work. 

At the organization meeting of the 
new Board of Directors it was agreed 
to amend the bylaws to provide a first, 
second and third vice president, each 
of whom would progress successively to 
the office of president. Our own vice 
president, Merle M. Hale, is to be con- 
gratulated on his election, at the con- 
clusion of the Board’s business session, 


JOURNEYS END 


Edwin C. Connors, father of Charles Con- 
nors, engineering department, and Ralph 
Connors, Lincoln wire chief, passed away 
October 5. Funeral services were held in 
Lincoln October 8. 

Charles Goslin, father of Ruth Goslin, Lin- 
coln Traffic, passed away October 10. Fun- 
eral services were held at the Havelock 
Methodist Church with interment in Wyuka. 

Harley Lake, brother of Clarinda Lake, 
Superior Traffic, passed away October 14 
after an extended illness. 

Earl E. Kennedy, father of Robert Ken- 
nedy, engineering department, passed away 
October 21. Funeral services were held in 
Lincoln October 25. 

Mrs. Susan Harp, mother of Chester 
Harp, Lincoln Toll Test, passed away Octo- 
ber 27 at Tueson, Arizona. Services and 
interment were at Fontana, California. 


—#{ 15 fe 


—— 
SS 
— 


SAS Ea 


Arlene Hunsche, Crete Traffic, was united 
in marriage to John Musil on September 27. 
The ceremony took place in Lincoln. 

Evelyn Rhodes, Lincoln Traffic, and Air- 
man 3C William Troxler were married Sep- 
tember 30 at the Lincoln Air Force Base 
hospital. 

The marriage of Dorothy Hubka, Beatrice 
Traffic, and John Zahm was solemnized Oc- 
tober 2 at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in 
Beatrice. 

Marlene Shelton, Nebraska City Traffic, 
and Virgil Waller were united in marriage 
October 21 at St. Mary's Catholic Church 
in Nebraska City. 

William Thompson, Printing Service, and 
Elaine Ohs of Friend were married October 
30 at the Methodist Church in Friend. 


BLESS 


Mr. and Mrs. Emil McVay announce the 
birth of a son, Alan Lee, on September 21. 
Emil is employed in Auburn Plant. 

Mr. and Mrs. Delton Eisenhauser are the 
proud parents of a son born September 22. 
Lou Ann is on leave from Syracuse Traffic. 

A son, James Steven, was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. James Selko on October 1. Jim is a 
member of the construction department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Thallas are the 
proud parents of a boy, Robert Dean, Jr., 
born October 4. Bob is an employee of the 
“4” Office. 

Mr. and Mrs. Russell White announce the 
birth of a son, Robert Craig, on October 5. 
Russ is employed in Central Plant and Ruth 
is on leave from Lincoln Commercial. 

Mr. and Mrs. Keith Janssen announce the 
birth of a daughter October 15. Joyce is on 
leave of absence from Syracuse Traffic. 

A daughter, Lynn Marie, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Bill Schabacker on October 19. 
Sheila is on leave of absence from Lincoln 
Commercial. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kennedy announce 
the birth of a daughter, Deborah May, on 
October 25. Bob is in the engineering de- 
partment. 


Acknowledgment 


Our thanks to Herbert B. Couch, of 
Topeka, Kansas, who has made avail: 
able to the company copies of several 
interior views he took about the Lincoln 
building as a budding photographer in 
1906. Prize picture was of the old 
switchboard, with its Baird lockout 
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o> Eastern District 


Betty Miles, 
Associate Editor 


Nebraska City Area 
Carol L. Broers & Norma Jean Dettmer, 
Correspondents 

Mr. and Mrs. George Placek vacationed in 
Sunny California for a month, visiting their 
son. ... Kathryn Owens spent her vacation 
in St. James, Minnesota, visiting her brother. 
Others on vacation this month are Bonnie 
Teel, Bernice West, Velma Abker and Al 
Letellier . . Erman Wheatcraft spent three 
weeks in Omaha attending a Teletype School 
at Northwestern Bell. ...Al Reed and Ernest 
Barney were in Nebraska City working on 
the Lincoln carriers. . Helen Wurtele went 
hunting recently. Helen must be quite handy 
with a gun. She shot two pheasants. 
Speaking of hunting, since the cooler weather 
set in, every evening after work you will 
find Ivan Livingston and Raymond Kinnison 
heading for the river in their hunting clothes. 
Gladys Parker, Violet Peterson and Jose- 
phine Placek have been on the sick list. . 
All the practice marching with the band 
that Patricia Neujahr and Jean Tegelhutter 
did was not in vain. The band won the Class 
C championship at the Ak-Sar-Ben rodeo. 
Others from Syracuse who attended the 
rodeo were Elmer Neujahr, Delores Bauer, 
Phyllis Beers, Virginia Shields and Norma 
Jean Dettmer. Barbara Neemann is 
proudly flashing a lovely diamond on that 
third finger, left hand. Looks like the 
wedding bells are about to ring again. ; 
Elmer Neujahr assisted at the open house 
at Seward. Delores Bauer spent a recent 
week end visiting friends at Lamar, Missouri. 

. Virginia Shields never has a spare mo- 
ment. When she isn’t pushing plugs at the 
switchboard, she is playing the drums with 
the local dance orchestra, The Syracuse Star- 
uta . Patricia Neujahr is enjoying a 

acation from her duties as janitress, but 
whet a way to spend a vacation, attending 
school every day. . . Hazel West, Unadilla, 
spent the last week of her vacation in Chi- 
cago visiting her sister. She got there just 
in time for the big Chicago flood and her 
train could not get to the depot. They were 
transferred to a bus which took them the 
remainder of the trip. 
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Platitsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 

The flu bug has been at it again. Gapen, 
Nichols, Ofe and Haden were off duty due 
to its presence. Koch also had a siege of it. 

. The Open House was very much a suc- 
cess and it was so nice to see those from 
other exchanges here. ... Tip Johanns, chief 
operator, really enjoyed her vacation in Den- 
ver; in fact, so well she stayed another week. 
She escaped the hay fever and asthma by 
doing so. . We are proud that our Platts- 
mouth high school band won first again at 
Ak-Sar-Ben, making it the sixth time for 
such honors. Helen Ofe has a daughter in 
the band and E. A. Ernst has a daughter 
and son who are also members of the band, 
SO we are doubly proud. There was much 
excitement around here. the other morning 
when the building south of the office was 
intentionally set afire in the process of raz- 
ing it. Due to the wind coming up suddenly, 
the fire got out of hand and it looked ver y 
much like our pole with all the toll lines go- 
ing south and local 600-pair cable were in 
danger of being destroyed. Due to the 
promptness of the fire department and our 
local plant employees, the fire was brought 
under control and the pole, though badly 
scorched, was saved. .. . At this writing, 
Fern Davis, cashier at Weeping Water, is 


Doin’ what comes naturally is E. L. Dorland, 
area manager, a regular in company golf com- 
petition, and nearly always among the number 
who battle it out for the crown. 


on vacation. We have no report as to her 
activities but trust she’s enjoying herself. 


Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 


The main item of interest this time is 
Open House which was held on October 21. 
We had a record attendance of 1,734. Every- 
one enjoyed every minute of it. We wish 
to thank all who helped, also employees 
from David City, York, Nebraska City, Syra- 
cuse, Ashland and Lincoln. Vacations 
are still in full swing. Jerry Shipley of 
Plant spent one week hunting. Martha Merz 
of Traffic spent her vacation in Norfolk, 
and Dora Plessel “just lounged around 
home.”’ Laura Douty of Commercial spent 
her vacation at home getting extra things 
done. . . . Laura Douty attended a Pioneer 
dinner in Lincoln recently. . Beata Merz, 
the Grays, and Laura Douty attended a 
Pioneer picnic at Columbus recently. ’ 
Berniece Mueller entertained the office force 
with cake and coffee in observance of her 
tenth anniversary with the company. Sure 
was good, “Beanie.” 


Paula Otte, 
Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Marcelene Behrends, Correspondent 
Manager Lloyd Oglesby is vacationing a 
couple weeks at this writing. . . . Idaline 
Bogle was a recent Lincoln visitor. 
Shirley Nincehelser and husband and friends 
enjoyed a fish dinner at Rulo on October 5. 
Alice Haddox and Helen Dettmer en- 
joyed a steak dinner on Helen’s birthday 
October 1. A flash bulb camera and a dozen 
roses, from a very special admirer, made 
it an “extra happy" occasion Roberta 
Rademacher and Helen Dettmer have moved 
into a larger apartment. Wilma Bell 
has been practicing with her gun and is 
looking forward to pheasant hunting some 
week end. 
Beatrice Area 
Joan Bennett, Correspondent 
A three-week vacation and a new Oldsmo- 
bile took Area Manager Chas. Dickenman 
and Mrs. Dickenman to Detroit, Michigan, 
where they picked up their son Dr. Robert 
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Dickenman and then motored on to various 
points in Canada and the New England 
States. . . . Thelma Bitting vacationed in 
Oklahoma with relatives, Pansy Kechely in 
Liberty, and Irma Arnold is preparing for 
a trip to Denver to visit her son and family. 

Chief Operator Lela Watson returned 
from Waco following a visit with her par- 
ents, stopping in Grand Island and Lincoln 
on her return trip. . A plane trip to 
Cheyenne, Denver and the Black Hills was 
the honeymoon for Mr. and Mrs. John Zahm 
(Mrs. Zahm was the former Dorothy HubkKa). 

Shirley and Verna Freeman have re- 
turned from a trip to Kansas City and To- 
peka. Donna Ehmen and Marilyn Vonder- 
haar visited Barbara Portrey at Atchison, 
Kansas, recently. Don Young and family 
motored to Colorado in a new Ford. Al and 
Mae Parde drove to California where they 
visited with Mae’s sister in Los Angeles. On 
their return trip they stopped to see the 
sights at Grand Canyon. Dan Smith spent 
his vacation building a new garage. Martha 
Penner and husband celebrated their silver 
wedding anniversary recently, afterwards 
touring the southwestern states and Mexico 
and visiting friends in California. . .. Mary 
Hillhouse and Dorothy Foster are taking toll 
training with Marcella Will as their in- 
structor. The traffic department girls 
received a letter from Ruth Block, written 
aboard the U. S. S. Upshur. Ruth and her 
daughter will make their home in Germany 
while Mr. Block is stationed there. 


Crete Area 
Loretta MclIlnay, Correspondent 


Arlene Hunsche Musil spent her vacation 
honeymooning in Kansas, Colorado and 
Wyoming. Following her return to work the 
traffic and commercial girls gave her a 
dinner party at the Lone Oak and presented 
her with a gift. . Betty Steele, operator, 
and Helen Cudly, service assistant, were two 
very staunch supporters of the Nebraska 
Cornhuskers at the Nebraska-Colorado foot- 
ball game. . We believe all of the com- 
pany employees here enjoyed Open House 
on September 19 as much as the general 
public did. It was a very gratifying experi- 
ence. Wilber also reports a very successful 
Open House, held September 12. The em- 
ployees and their families particularly en- 
joyed the 50th Anniversary film shown at 
the Crete Open House. 

Fairbury Area 
Betty Shepherd, Correspondent 

Vacations galore! Charles Kermoade and 
family vacationed in the Black Hills. Mary 
Jackson and Annabelle Stocker spent one 
week of their vacation at Lake Bemidji in 
Minnesota, and the remaining time at home 
Jeanne Lytton stayed home and for exer- 
cise did some bicycling. Matilda Alpers went 
to Dallas, Texas, to visit her niece. Dixie 
McDaniel has been traveling around New 
Mexico, Carlsbad Caverns, and Juarez, Old 
Mexico. Chief Operator Viola Dunn went to 
Lake Hamilton. Hot Springs, Arkansas, 
Rockaway Beach in the Ozarks, and visited 
in Muskogee, Oklahoma. Jo Ann Sabin went 
to her home at Vermillion, Kansas, for a va- 
cation. Earl Schemmerhorn was deer hunt- 
ing somewhere in Wyoming. Out around the 
edges of town we find Vera Nolte, Daykin, 
vacationed at Excelsior Springs, Missouri. 
' Open House was a big success; however, 
tired feet and aching arches were a much 
bigger subject the following day. We thank 
those who helped from the various offices. 
It was a pleasure working with them. 
Cashier Madane Reid was unable to take 
part in Open House as she attended the 
funeral of her father’s sister at Hoxie, 
Kansas... . Jack Ruble’s 3-year-old daughter, 
Debra, was voted ‘‘Miss Fairbury” at the 
Wood's Theatre October 7. Starting early, 
eh Jack? . , , The telephone girls had a good 


time at their wienie roast October 6. The 
menu was delicious and for fun they danced 
to records, learning to do the Charleston! 
Mary Jackson was “hep” at the hula, while 
Miss Dunn, C. O., was runner-up doing the 
‘“hoky-poky” and ‘bunny hop.’ The com- 
mittee responsible for the good time con- 
sisted of Martha Vculek, Jo Ann Sabin, Ar- 
leen Boley and Shirley Brown. ... Area 
Manager Longdon went duck hunting on the 
Platte River near Chapman and came home 
with 10 ducks. A fine idea, Mr. Longdon! 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Goracke, Correspondent 

Among the fall vacationers were Irby Hal- 
verstadt, who spent some time visiting 
friends in Canehill, Arkansas; and Darlene 
Schulte and Tiny Hanau, who just relaxed 
at home. We have a couple of proud 
grandparents here—Cecile Morehead with a 
new granddaughter, and Irby Halverstadt 
with a little grandson. . . . Henri Goracke 
and Shirley Hagelback have been nursing 
sore muscles since the start of the bowling 
season. On the eve of their first game they 
were given a send-off party by Norma Lee 
Hahn, Bonnie Bicknell and Clara Costello. 
They must have been properly inspired be- 
cause they won. ... Irene Shew attended a 
convention of Rebekah Lodge in Norfolk 
with her mother, who was presented an 
award for outstanding work in the lodge. 
... The hunting season is in full swing with 
all these expert marksmen in the plant de- 
partment out at the first sign of daylight, 
but so far there have been no invitations to 
a duck dinner forthcoming. ... Hilda Ram- 
sey of the traffic department was gratified 
to learn that people appreciate extra service. 
When the druggist at Cook could not con- 
tact the drugstore in Tecumseh to have a 
prescription filled because the telephone 
was out of order, Hilda volunteered to relay 
the message personally. As a reward she 
received two beautiful hankies and a nice 
note thanking her for her thoughtfulness. 


e Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
Velma Bock, Correspondent 


Another month and more vacations. Helen 
Adermann spent most of her two weeks work- 
ing on her new home... . Margaret Sanburg, 
c.O. at Shickley, spent three weeks with her 
son and family in New York. ... Reno Weis 
and wife vacationed in the South. ... Velma 
Bock spent a week traveling with her hus- 
band in Kansas, Oklahoma and Iowa. During 
her absence Mrs. Hall assumed the duties of 
cashier. 

Hastings Area 
Luetta Bacon, Correspondent 


A few are Still enjoying well-earned vaca- 
tions. Zelma Mason journeyed to Chicago 
on a Sight-seeing trip, and then on to Mil- 
waukee for a baseball game. Maxine Wese- 
man spent a week visiting in Minnesota. 
Jessie VanTrump visited friends in Imperial. 
., . Evonee Snyder is taking a leave of ab- 
sence to be with her husband who is stationed 
at Mare Island, California. Margaretha 
Hurd left for Seattle, Washington, to meet 
her husband when he returned from over- 
seas. They also visited in San Francisco. 

. Beatrice Rohrer reports a wonderful time 
upon her return from the East. She was ac- 
companied by her brother, who lives in Wash- 
ington, D.C. They visited many places of 
historical interest, including the United States 
Supreme Court in session, Independence Hall 
in Philadelphia, and a session of the United 
Nations in New York City. 


Hebron Area 
Mary Wright, Correspondent 
News from the Hebron Area seems to be 
almost non-existent. Guess we aren't very 
active down here. . There are still a few 
who are vacationing. Mr. and Mrs. E. H. Well- 
man visited relatives in Kansas and Colorado. 
_ . Ruth Rittenhouse spent most of her time 


at home, and Margaret Lautenschlager, C.O. 
at Davenport, vacationed in Wyoming and 
reports a very enjoyable time. 


Stromsburg Area 
Betty Beebe, Correspondent 


Edith Mattson was in Lincoln October 16th 
for Band Day. ... We had two vacationers 
last month; Jim Hatfield who spent his time 
at home, and ‘‘Smick’’ Williams who took ad- 
vantage of vacation time to remodel his 
home. ... With the pheasant season in full 
swing, the boys are trying to get their limit, 
but from last report, no one has been that 
successful. 

Superior Area 
Margaret A. Hanson, Correspondent 


Several plant men have been vacationing. 
Dale Bollman spent his time duck hunting 
around North Platte, and Bert Kline deer 
hunting in southwestern Colorado. ... Glenda 
Garton spent one week in Iowa and another 
in Miltonvale, Kansas, where she _ visited 
friends and former schoolmates. ... Back 
on the job after an absence of two weeks is 
Cashier Margaret Hanson. She wishes to take 
this opportunity to thank the company for 
the lovely flowers she received while in the 
hospital. A surprise party was given 
by the traffic department for Clara Chambers 
in honor of her ten vears’ service with the 
company. Refreshments were served and she 
was presented a gift. 


Sutton Area 
Katherine Cassell, Correspondent 


On October 16th, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Man- 
kamyer and Kay attended the NebrasKa- 
Oregon football game in Lincoln. .. . P. V. 
Eckles is the proud owner of a new Ford. 

. Jack Mankamyer, area manager, took a 
week’s vacation from October 18 to 25. 


York Area 
Rowena Light, Correspondent 


In the Telephone News spotlight this month 
we find Alice Lind, who won a $50 certifi- 
cate on a new sewing machine simply by 
identifying the name of a popular tune being 
played over our new radio station, KAWL, 
here in York. ... Janice Smith had a most 
embarrassing moment at the coffee shop 
the other day when a glass of milk was 
accidentally tipped over. Janice was un- 
harmed, other than her pride. (Her beau was 
sitting next to her.) . Virginia Cotner, 
Agnes Buller, Dea Hayes and Kathleen Sugh- 
rue were vacationers of the traffic depart- 
ment. Kathleen went to California to visit 
Dorothy Kleemeyer, a former York operator. 

Duane Grove has been enjoying out- 
door life on his vacation. Hunting is a great 


With his head in the clouds is Don Utterson, 
member of Les Shirey’s construction crew. Don is 
apparently doing a ladder balancing act beside the 
suspended splice he is working upon in south 
Lincoln. 
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sport—if you don’t believe us, ask Duane. 
. Johnny Fitzpatrick has other ideas for 
vacation time. He has been out on the farm 
picking corn. . Lela Watson, C.O. at Be- 
atrice, soent part of her vacation time visit- 
ing Edna Pflughaupt. . Alex Pauley and 
family were among the many Nebraska “U”’ 
fans in Colorado for the football game. They 
also visited relatives near Denver. ... Open 
House activities at Fairbury attracted several 
Yorkites. Edna Pflughaupt, Ferne Wilger, 
Artie Bowen and Rowena Light were among 
the many people who thronged through the 
Fairbury building. Sterling Nelson and 
Vance Embrey assisted at the Open House 
celebration at Seward October 21. 


Accounting 


Disbursement & Printing Service 
Mary Boshart, Associate Editor 


The few people who still have vacation 
time left will no doubt head south as soon 
as the first wintry blasts blow in from the 
north. Dick Spohn spent the last few days 
of his vacation getting storm windows up, 
etc. George Mann was glad to get a new 
roof on his garage before the cold weather 
set in. Incidentally, this he did himself. Jean 
Leatherman spent part of her vacation help- 
ing her hubby hunt pheaSant. ... Grace 
Hauschild is wondering how ill she would 
have been on her vacation if she hadn’t taken 


a flu shot the day before leaving. She was 
forced to spend several days of her vacation 


in bed. Must have been that California sun- 
shine that made her well again. ... If any- 
one wants information on nursing, consult 
Kay Cole. Kay spent a week caring for her 
mother who had the misfortune of fracturing 
a bone in a fall... The USITA convention 
received a very wet welcome from the city 
of Chicago the early part of October: so 
wet, in fact, the trains couldn't get into 
downtown Chicago. Mr. Devoe says he doesn’t 
know when he’s seen so much rain. He re- 
turned with the news that Marie Vidlock 
had placed second in the convention hobby 
show. She exhibited painted china and huck 
towels ... Printing Service employees have 
been busy giving advice to Bill Thompson 
who was married on Hallowe’en Eve. . 
Harold Brady reports that pheasant hunting 
was a dud this year .. . If we all seem 
sort of sad these days, it’s because Bob 
Ross has moved to Revenue Section, but we 
are glad to see him back at work. 


Accounting 
Revenue Section 


Eunice Bailey, Associate Editor 


Contrary to all reports you may have heard, 
that was not your associate editor soaring 
over on a broom on Halloween. Having failed 
to renew the required witch license, she 
was grounded this year. Even though 
it is really past the so-called vacation sea- 
son, we still are reporting vacationers. Eli- 
nore Wunch, Gerrie Lorenzen, Donnella Cot- 
ton, Alise Meier, Helen Pickard and Lavaugn 
Reddish stayed close to the home fires. 
Clara Jones spent several days visiting her 
aunt and uncle at Tilden. Betty Biggs spent 
her vacation in Sioux City, Iowa. Julia and 
Orrin Kastning made a quick trip to Me- 
nominie, Wisconsin. Rose Carlson has been 
a busy little nurse taking care of her hus- 
band who underwent surgery recentiy. 
Estella Foght received the call for jury duty 
and reports a very interesting and educa- 
tional experience. We think it speaks well for 
Estella that this was her first experience 
with the operation of our courts ... Guess 
now we have heard everything. You all know 
how hard it is to give away those surplus 
kittens. Geraldine Morrison has a new white 
kitten and she says she would like to have 
at least twelve more. Here’s vour chance. 
You may never have such an opportunity 
again. . . . We spread the red carpet for 


Bob Ross who has moved from fourth floor 
to the revenue section. . In the course of 
a month the girls on the cash posting desks 
run across some strange and often amusing 
things on the telephone stubs. Grocery and 
shopping lists, family budgets and Junior’s 
scribbling are not unusual. But  Gerrie 
Lorenzen turned up with the saddest one of 
all. Neatly typed on a Plattsmouth stub was 
this message. “Sorry I am late. Been fishing— 
no fish.” . Eileen McIntyre has purchased 
a new TV set and no doubt will be spending 
all her evenings at home. Yeah, we'll just 
bet ... Belva Jean Viox is wearing a very 
lovely and sparkling diamond on her left 
hand these days. We all wish her a world of 
happiness. ... Zigrida Bumanis took part in 
Folk Festival of the Nations held at Omaha 
on United Nations Day. This was in con- 
nection with Omaha’s Centennial Celebration. 
Twelve nations were represented and each 
group appeared in the costumes of their na- 
tive country. Zigrida was with the Latvian 
dancers. -Bob Ross turned up with a 
brochure of the new Ford Thunderbird. 
Could it be that he is doing his Christmas 
shopping early? Also we would welcome 
any suggestions as to how to get on his list. 
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Dorothy Miller, 
Associate Editor 
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Vacations are still the headlines in our 
department. The ‘“‘Boss,”’ C. B. Meshier, spent 
his three weeks of vacation staying at home 
and having a real good rest. ... Claude Helm 
spent the week end of October 8 duck hunt- 
ing at Ainsworth on the Calamus River and 
the week end of October 23 hunting at Broad- 
water. . . . Your Editor took a very fine trip 
covering six states with her sister and 
brother-in-law in September. This included 
a scenic trip thru the Rockies of Colorado 
on the way to Las Vegas, Nevada, where 
most cf the first week was spent. Had quite 
a thvill when she hit one of the real big 
“javk pots’ in Bingo. Saw some very good 
shows that were featured at the different 
‘’otels, such as Ted Lewis; The Red Caps; 
Buddy Baer and Entertainers; Jan Murray 
and the Kean Sisters. Leaving there, went 
to Los Angeles, visited relatives and friends. 
Spent one evening at Knotts Berry Farm at 
Buena Park. Went up the coast to San Fran- 
cisco, visited Fisherman’s Wharf, Chinatown, 
and to the “Top of The Mark,’ Mark Hop- 
kins Hotel. Saw the Vagabonds at the Italian 
Village and other interesting shows. From 
there into the High Sierras to Lake Tahoe on 
to Reno, took a couple of jack pots from 
the “One Armed Bandits.” Then on home 
thru Salt Lake City and Wyoming. It was 
really a wonderful vacation. . . . Judy Whit- 
ney is going to be our new correspondent 
for the toll equipment department. replac- 
ing Phyllis Kittle. Sorry to have you leave, 
Phyllis, but we know you will enjoy your 
new duties. 


Custodian’s Department 
Paul Radebaugh, Correspondent 


Sam Parks spent his vacation visiting his 
sister at Clay Center. Ben Baer during his 
vacation attended his son’s wedding in Lin- 
coln, and visited his wife’s folks at Decatur. 

Your correspondent and family and Mr. 
and Mrs. Neff were Sunday visitors at the 
home of two former employees, Mr. and 
Mrs. Joe Hageman of Ithaca. Mrs. Hage- 
man was the former Virginia Lampshire, 
They have two children, a boy four and a 
girl two. Joe and Virginia operate a Grade 
A Dairy Farm. Joe also operates a milk 
route to Omaha which keeps him quite busy. 


Toll Equipment Department 
Phyllis Kittle, Correspondent 


Irving Schneider, who is the proud owner 


of a new Plymouth, spent a restful vacation 
at home with his family... . John Louden- 
back is also a happy owner of a new Chevro- 
let. . . . Irving Schneider and a party of 


Phil Bailey, on leave from Construction, demon- 
strates the manner of descending a sheer mountain 
side; which was part of his rugged education as a 
member of the 21st Engineers. He is now in ski 
training and assigned to the Arctic Weather Com- 
mand, stationed at Camp Hale, Colorado. 


three went to Grand Island, got four (pheas- 
ants that is). Oliver Hoffman and a 
neighbor wandered around south of York 
and got a glimpse of a few pheasants, but 
came home with none. 


"2" Office 
Jacob Schneider, Correspondent 


Chris Lyberis and family spent one week 
of his vacation fishing and camping in the 
Sand Hills near Valentine. Chris reports 
that the fishing was very good. 


“4'" Office 
George Albury, Correspondent 


Ralph Schweitzer spent his vacation at 
home doing odd jobs around the house and 
resting. The long awaited pay station 
equipment at this office has been put into 
service. Clem Bottorff showed up at 
work recently driving a brand new Chevro- 
let. 

“6"' Office 
Russell Guthrie, Correspondent 


Earl Lawson, the proud owner of a new 
Ford, drove to Michigan to visit relatives on 
his vacation. Your correspondent spent 
a week of his vacation visiting relatives in 
Colorado. Warren Shuck and crew are 
replacing old line-switch boards. 


Wire Chief’s Department 
Sharon Smith, Correspondent 


Lester Pierce said he spent most of his 
vacation at home, but we heard he was 
boat riding in the moonlight on Johnson 


Lake at Lexington. ... ‘‘Pat’’ Pattison ac- 
companied his daughter Mary down the 
church aisle during his vacation. ... Mr. 


and Mrs. George Burt, former employees 
of the company and now living in Wausau, 
Wisconsin, visited us the other day. .. . 
W. H. Spurlock went to Washington, D. C. to 
visit his son. From there he and the wife 
toured the east coast, spending three days 
in New York. After returning to Lincoln 
they took off again for Osborne, Kansas, 
where they spent the remainder of their 
vacation visiting another son. .. . After 
weeks of trying to persuade someone to 
purchase the telephone beside his desk, Jim 
Howland now proudly displays the Chinese 
Red telephone, which occupies a place in 
his own living room. 


construction 
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Associate Editor 


It seems that all the talk centers around 
football and hunting. Practically everybody 
has been hunting—some report good luck, 
others not so good. The Tommy Hedges and 
Vern Simpsons went pheasant hunting and 
got their limit. We hear on good authority 
that it was the first time in many a season. 

. Speaking of football, Dorothy Wise ven- 
tured to Colorado via the “‘Bremser Special” 
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and took in the Nebraska-Colorado game. The 
game was wonderful—the whole week end 
sounded like fun. At any rate she didn’t 
have much voice for a day or two... . 
Norbert Forsman is presently on vacation 
and is using the time to move into his 
new home in Hastings. Franklin Jur- 
gens at Beatrice also recently purchased a 
new home and has moved into it. ... We 
read in the Lincoln Journal that Norris 
Schmeltzer, who is on military leave of 
absence, was awarded Dolphins, the em- 
blem of qualified submariner, aboard sub- 
marine Sterlet at Pearl Harbor. Congratu- 
lations, Norris. ‘“‘Babe” Combs is fol- 
lowing in true Construction fashion—he just 
bought a new Buick Century. ... Mack 
Nickell recently underwent an appendectomy 
operation and is making a speedy recovery. 


Carole Schulz, 
Associate Editor 


Lola Hetherington spent a week of her 
vacation in Colorado Springs and visiting 
relatives in Oberlin, Kansas. Elsie An- 
drews spent her vacation seeing New York, 
Canada, Michigan and Wisconsin. ... Mary 
Bornemeier took off in the opposite direc- 
tion to tour Denver, Salt Lake City, San 
Francisco and Los Angeles. Rod An- 
drews spent a not-so-nice vacation being il. 
, Another eastern vacationer was Myra 
Metcalf, who toured Eastern Canada and 
United States. 
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J. S. Reed 
Associate Editor 


The general plant office rolled out the 
welcome mat this past month for George 
Barney, general plant superintendent, who 
has been among those missing the past sev- 
eral weeks due to illness. We are all so 
happy to have the pleasure again of his 
warm friendliness and his friendly counsel. 
Here is a personal message from George to 
the folks: 

I find myself lacking in words to express my 
sincere and heartfelt appreciation to my Tele- 
phone friends and associates for all the messages 
of encouragement and cheer received during the 
period of my recent illness. I can assure you 
that they brightened many drab days and con- 
tributed much to my recovery. It is most gratifying 
to be assoiated with such a fine group of folks. I 
trust it will be my pleasure within the near future 
to meet and greet each of you personally. 

George P. Barney. 


Art Keckler has started his training course 
on pay station circuits and operation for 
outside plant employees. This course is in- 
tended to familiarize the plant folks with 
{he new coin. operation technique made 
necessary by the recently adopted 10 cent 
charge for pay station calls. . . . Mina 
Jorgensen left on October 29 for a vacation 
trip to Miami, Florida, and possibly Key West 
with her husband, returning to Lincoln on 
November 15. No doubt they will regret re- 
turning to our colder climate after basking 
in Florida’s warm sunshine. ... Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles R. Brown of Los Angeles dropped in 
for a surprise visit to former co-workers on 
October 26. Mr. Brown was a switchman in 
the Lincoln switchroom for eleven years be- 
fore transferring to the Pacific Telephone 
and Telegraph Company in 1923. Mrs. Brown, 
who was Vera Mendelssohn before her mar- 
riage, also worked at the test board and in 
the cable department at the time. It was 
their first visit to the Lincoln company in 31 
vears. Incidentally, Mr. Brown retired from 
the Los Angeles Plant of the Pacific company 
on August 1. Visitors during the month 
included Bert Huddleston, Leon Stacy, For- 
rest Behm and John McKinzie, which leads 
us to remark that retirement for the _ last 
two gentlemen mentioned doesn’t mean a 


back seat for them. Instead, our former gen- 
eral plant superintendents have taken jobs. 
Forrest is with the Burden Sales Corpora- 
tion while John is a representative for Re- 
liable Electric Company of Chicago. Our co- 
workers, active as well as retired, are most 
cordially invited to drop in and say “hello” 
in the general plant office. 
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Rexine Bretta 
Associate Editor 


You’ve all heard men talk about women 
drivers. Now hear Dorothe Keller’s story 
about a man driver. One day she was futilely 
attempting to pass a car but the man just 
couldn’t decide which side of the _ street 
he should drive on. Finally he pulled way 
to the right and seeing her chance, Dorothe 
started to pass. Immediately he made a 
left turn in front of her! She blew her horn, 
skidded to a stop, and the man didn’t even 
act as if he had heard her! After completing 
the corner he casually turned his head, 
probably to see what the noise was all 
about and proceeded to crash right into a 
ear parked at the curb! These men! 

In a mad dash for work, Evelyn Koch found 
to her dismay that her car wouldn’t shift 
into any gear but low—so—she drove in low 
all the way to town! Very slow and em- 
barrassing, says Evelyn. ... Dorothy Grafton 
and Dorothe Keller are both driving new 
Fords. Dorothy says her car is the shade 
of yellow that all she’d have to do is paint 
“Yellow Cab” on the side and start collect- 
ing quarters! .With the football season 
in full swing Donna Donovan and Jackie 
Crook journeyed to Minnesota to see the 
Nebraska-Minnesota game. More recent was 
Charlene Timmons’ and Janice Williamson’s 
trip to Boulder for the Cornhusker upset 
over Colorado. Guess their trip was a regu- 
lar vacation. They stopped in McCook and 
visited Millie Whitla, saw most of the 
points of interest in Denver, in fact, did 
everything but shop. . A welcome visitor 
to our office was Mary Ormand Casey... 
Did you hear about the lady at the depot 
who had tried one paystation after another 
to call a number which was busy? She just 
couldn’t understand why, when she _ had 
changed telephones several times, she’d still 
get a busy. Lois Meyers had the task of ex- 
plaining to her that if a telephone is busy, 
it’s busy regardless of what telephone you 
call from! ... We have several new operators 
who have led interesting lives as wives of 
servicemen stationed in other countries. Alice 
Wallis lived in Fairbanks, Alaska; Nelda 
Young in England and Frances Biallas in 
Japan. Melba Richards and Myra Met- 
calf had quite a time on the part of their 
vacation which took them into Canada. In 
Quebec they went to catch their bus and 
Myra understood the agent to say their bus 
had already left an hour before. Since all 
their hotel reservations were made in ad- 
vance and they had to keep on schedule they 


Bug hunters Miers and Harrison, Seward Plant, 
faced the winter blasts of 1915 in solid comfort. 
Their weather-tight rig was complete with stove 
and chimney. 


Tempus fugit. But it doesn’t seem that a whole decade shculd have slipped past 
since this picture was taken. The company’s fifth War Loan Crive had been won by 
Geneva Area, and the winning employees had been promised a party; a rare event in 
those days of restricted travel. Consequently it was quite cn occurrence in the fall 
of 1944 to have several cars roll into town from far off Lincoln and Hastings. The 
party was a gay affair, topped off with a fried chicken dinner and a fast moving 
Program arranged by Guy Seaton, personnel director, with Merle M. Hale acting as 
master of ceremonies. The picture finds the group at mid-meal, with Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Crew in the foreground. No reflection on the ages of the men shown, but 
notice the absence of men some years their junior. 


were desperate to catch the bus as it was 
the only one for the day. So counting their 
money and deciding it was expensive but 
necessary, they hired a taxi and sped down 
the road in pursuit of the bus! When they 
arrived at St. George, Melba went into the 
depot to see if the bus had arrived. The 
clerk spoke no English, so Melba, in her 
limited French, couldn’t believe her ears 
when she understood him to say there was 
no bus until the next day. In fact, the bus 
only ran once a week! Rather than go the 
seventy miles back to Quebec they stayed 
there overnite. With 24 hours to while away 
they visited the telephone office and sign- 
languaged to the manager that they wanted 
to see the switchboard! The C. O. spoKe a 
few words of English and when Melba placed 
a long distance call she ended up doing her 
own operating. No one could understand 
what she wanted! Except for two men who 
ran a mill, they were the only English 
speaking people in town and were some- 
what of a sensation. Barbara Nesmith 
nominates for the meanest man in town the 
man who kicked her Chihuahua and broke 
its leg. . . . The colder the weather gets, the 
more girls stay home on their vacations. 
Could be that it also is just the right time 
for fall housecleaning! These are the stay- 
at-homes this month: Wilma Drake, Euda 
Varney, Virginia Tidd, Ruth Goepfert, Opal 
Thimgan, Ruth Fleischmann, Jean Vybiral, 
Kenny Perry, Ruth Foster, Lillian Baker 
and Ella Hansen. Vera Wasson stayed home 
and helped with the honors on her mother’s 
85th birthday. . Not staying home all the 
time was Esther Borchers, to Hastings; Stella 
Sowers, Ord; Delores Stengel, Geneva; Mari- 
lyn Jensen, Coleridge; and Grace Kissinger, 
Burr, Grand Island and Belvidere. Darlene 
Ritter went to the Black Hills; Velda Wil- 
liams, Oklahoma; Letha Baumgartner, Iowa 
and Iilinois; Joan Giebelhaus, Colorado; Dar- 
lene Multer, Portland; Janice Williamson, 
Colorado; Miriam Carter, California; Lillian 
Hubbard to her son’s in Houston; and last, 
but not least, Mabel Volpp went to Bloom- 
field, Yankton and Wausa. She _ said she 
didn’t have any flats, saw Gavin's Point Dam 
but didn't see her boy friend (and we quote 
her exact words) ... If any reader wants 
some legal advice, consult Ella Hansen. She 
has been serving on the jury. Either 
Stella Sowers is confused since she moved 
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to Lincoln or she has acquired a bad habit 
in our snack bar. Anyway, guess where 
she found her coffee cup and saucer. In her 
wastepaper basket! To anyone who 
likes opera, please note that Lois Meyers 
has the lead in “Der Rosen Kavalier” to be 
presented at Wesleyan University the first 
part of December. Lois plays the part of the 
Rose Knight (a boy). The opera is sung in 
English and is a comedy. It will be anyway, 
with Lois making love to girls! Don’t miss it. 


By Ruth Balster 


Vacation time still seems to be in the 
air with the frost nipping around the edges. 
Milton Royce spent his vacation on a sight- 
seeing tour through South Dakota, Minne- 
sota and to Sioux City, Iowa, to visit relatives. 
Milton says he ‘did nothing but sleep, eat 
and get fat.’ (He gained eight pounds!). . 
Alfred Linden spent a "’postman’s holiday” 
painting his house. He now lives in a “‘green- 
house.” He says next year’s vacation will 
be different—no painting. . Robert Kernes 
stayed home, too, but spent the time loafing 
and fishing the nearby streams and lakes, 
and came back with the fish story of a 
catch of 6, 6'2 and 7's pound earp, as well 
as some bullheads. Sounds like good eating. 

. W. J. Knudson spent his vacation fixing 
his car and catching up around home. : 
Another traveler was J. A. Schellenberg who 
went to Denver and the mountains, visiting 
relatives there. Florence Tatman spent a well 
earned vacation with her daughter in Topeka, 
Kansas. We hear F. J. Barnett is get- 
ting pretty good at square dancing. ... As 
an innovation, at the last Safety First meet- 
ing the supply department male personnel 
found the girls taking up a row to learn 
the importance of caring for all cuts and 
scratches. ... It’s inventory time again. Dick 
Knight and Ruth Russell have been struggling 
to get ready for several weeks and have it 
in full swing. There will be a lot of em- 
ployees counting supplies instead of sheep 
in their sleep after they finish their part 
in filling out the inventory forms. 
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POSITION SEVEN, LET'S SEE, 
THATS OVER YONDER 
SOMEWHERE 


NOW YOU GET 
AWAY FROM HERE 
AND DON'T 

COME BACK ! 
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Bill "Laurel" Schuman, and Har- 
old "Hardy" Wart, gave one of 
their best performances’ the 
other day as Bill was loading 
supplies for the warehouse on a 
truck parked at the alley door, 
and Harold, meanwhile, was 
toting them back into the 
building, thinking they were 
coming from the warehouse. 


One sleepless night Donna 
Larsen, Hastings Traffic, 
measured out two teaspoon- 
fuls of medicine pre- 
scribed for insomnia, 
drank it down and went 
right to sleep. Next morn- 
ing she discovered that 
the "medicine" had come 
from the shampoo bottle. 


And Charles Novak, Ashland, was 
able to put on a good comedy act 
when Marian Barnes reported that 
"position seven" was cutting out. 
Ashland has a 4-position board, 
and Charley had the girls in 
stitches as he "repaired" a board 
that wasn't there. 


BITTE GILL PONURT GEG PIN 


While Lyle Piper was 
standing by a York curb 
watching his construction 
crew at their labors he 
was mistaken for a fire 
hydrant by a nearsighted 
canine. 
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ANYBODY THAT WOULD 
DO SUCH A THING WOULD 
PUSH LITTLE CHICKENS 
INTO THE CRICK ! 
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POSSIBLY FIT YOUR 


ry? 


BUT ALL |'M ASKING YOU 
TO DO IS TRY IT. 


Talk about your mean 
people. Betty Shep- 
herd, Fairbury Com- 
> mercial, would like 
to meet the man, wo- 


Lela Watson, C.0., Beatrice, managed to lock the keys, 
both to her apartment and to her car, inside her brand 
new Chevy as she was returning from a trip. While she 
was pondering her plight she spied another car parked 
nearby of exactly the same model as her own. She tried 
to prevail on the owner to try to unlock her car with his 
keys, but he was sure the case was hopeless and suggested 
that throwing a_ brick through the window would be the 
better way. However Lela, who is not versed in the Law 
of Probability, insisted that he use his key...and wonder 
of wonders, it worked. Not a chance in a hundred, the 
experts say. 


District Manager Clyde 
Burge is a habitual drood- 
ler. This is a sample of 
his art found in the Fair- 
bury commercial office the 
day after Upen House. 


—S—— man or child who 
stole her shoes’ while she was 


bowling a few nights ago. 
s been 


OOOPS - LOST MY 


SHOE - BUT | CAN'T 
Stor NOW ! 
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One Sunday morning the S.A. called Maxine 
Bretta, Lincoln Traffic, from the board and 
asked her to go to the snack bar to pour 
boiling water into the coffee maker. Maxine 
did as told and returned to her position. 
Sometime later she went to investigate a 
report that there was coffee on the floor 
and was horrified to find all 60 cups in one 
big puddle in the lounge. She had forgotten 


situation one recent Saturday when he paged 
didn't bother to read directional signs. to close the spigot when she poured in the 
water. P 
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Charles Meshier is plenty mad because, 
sometime during the course of years, the 
location of the bovs' am girls' lounge 
at the LU. of N. stadium has been reversed. 
That fact got Chas. into an embarrassing 


This same sort of accident ha 
‘the cause of many a favorite f 
ing in the homestretch, but not so 
with Artis Bowen, York Traffic, who 
"threw a shoe" in her mad dash to 
the office, and still managed to get 
to work on time. 
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Francis Darnold operating the Strowger dialing display on Family Night. 
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From left: John Eckles, Mrs. Eckles, Mrs. Clarence Schleufer, Linda 
Schleufer, Mrs. Joe Adamson, John Adamson, Duane Webb and Mrs. Webb, 
watch Donna Larsen, Traffic, in an operator-dialing demonstration. 


Sutton’s Bob Culver explains the Strowger dialing system at the public 
Open House. 


E. H. Wellman, area manager, Hebron, met the public at the cable display. 
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Hastings Open House RingS Down Curtain on Year's Program 


Open Houses have filled the year. They followed one 
another in an almost continuous procession since January 
Sth, when the new equipment building at Lincoln was un- 
veiled for employees and their families. In after weeks civic, 
fraternal, educational and club groups trooped through the 
building for a glimpse of the equipment and operations that 
compound their functions into the wonders of modern 
telephony. 

The long session of exchange Open Houses began in 
mid-summer. They were held at 23 of the larger exchanges 
throughout the territory. Right down the line they sold 
themselves to telephone folk and to the public as well. Ex- 
change employees were continually astonished to find that 
their townspeople had so much interest in the operation of 
the telephone office. 

Open House plans were made on the basis of estimated 
attendance, and time after time it was necessary to revise 
the estimate upward as visitors appeared in unheralded 
numbers. 

The last of the Open Houses was held at Hastings and 
was a three-day stand. The evening of November 3 was 
reserved for employees and their families; the next two 
days devoted to entertaining and informing the public. Like 
the others, the Hastings affair was eminently successful from 
the standpoint of attendance in spite of conflict with several 
civic events that competed for public attention on the same 
days. 

It stands, without saying, that the company is exceed- 
ingly grateful to all who have worked so diligently in the 
many phases of the Open House project. A. B. Gorman, 
advertising manager, who carried the heavy burden of re- 
sponsibility in the venture, reports that he met with com- 
plete cooperation from exchange, area and district personnel 
throughout the year. 

Looking back upon the completed program there is little 
room for doubt that it was well worth while. The interrup- 
tion of routines, the planning, the time, the expenses in- 
volved, all were certainly offset by the enthusiastic response 
of our subscribers. There is no formula for measuring our 
gain in that intangible though valuable asset known as Good 
Will. 

A. voluminous file of “thank you” letters has been re- 
ceived; many of them from school children who visited in 
class groups at several exchanges. Most of these are well 
worth quoting. Here are some samples, chosen at random: 


“Dear Mr. Neujahr: 

“We appreciate the exhibit of old telephones and 
showing us through the telephone office. We liked 
when you showed us how when a wire went out and 
how you tested when the electricity went out and 
everything. The wires that had been chewed and hit 
by lightning in the exhibit and the toy operator set 
that flashed lights to where it was going. The refresh- 
ments were good and we thank you for the souvenirs.” 


“Dear Mr. Manager: 
We thank you for letting us see the exhibits. We 
learned very much. We enjoyed seeing the switch- 
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Floyd Arvanette, Hastings Plant, composed a photographic gem with 
his three-year-old son Steven using a 1904 model Strowger telephone. Forming 
the background is a display of Automatic Electric’s modern dial equipment. 


board and the operators working. We liked the re- 
freshments and had much fun with the balloons. From 
now on we are going to appreciate our telephones 
more. We will use them properly. We wish much 
happiness to you and your workers.” 


“Dear Mr. McOmber: 

“The sixth grade class wishes to thank you for 
inviting us to come and see your exhibits. It was very 
interesting and educational. We also thank you for 
the cookies and balloons which we received.” 


“Dear Mr. Dorland: 

“The fifth grade room wants to thank our friends 
at the telephone office for letting us visit you last 
week. Everything was very interesting because later 
this year we will study telephones in Science. We also 


enjoyed the treats.” 
(Signed by 22 pupils of the fifth grade) 
All of which points up the fact that Young America is 
observing the present and thinking ahead. 
The pictures on these pages were taken at the Hastings 
Open House. Our thanks to A. B. Gorman and Floyd H. 
Arvanette for their skillful use of the camera. 
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H. W. Tubbs, Hastings Plant, acted as host in the switchroom. 
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E. J. Flowerday, area manager; Miss Celia Cleland, a Hastings operator 
of 1892; Marie Pearson, chief operator; and James Dudgeon, Hastings 
Commercial. 


Clarence Schleufer carries the story through the protectors and jumpers 
of the main frame. 
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Reading from left (as reported by photographer Gorman): Host Floyd 
Crewdson, Mrs. Ed Flowerday, Jody Spady, Christine Spady, Marilyn 
Monroe and Mrs. John Spady. The picture was taken on Family Night. 
“Marilyn” bears a striking resemblance to Mrs. A. B. Gorman. 


The Past Fades 


Into the Future 


The eleventh and final installment in the history of The Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company 
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In the period covered by this series of historical articles, the science of telephony 
and kindred fields of communication have developed ct an amazing pace. LT&T, in 
its very beginning, took its place in this march of progress by being first in 
Nebraska, and one of the first in the nation, to adopt the fully-automatic dial 
system. It was a brave decision—and a wise one—for the little company. In the 
picture is LT&T’s first building, taken in 1904, with an early advertising photograph 
of the dial handset connected to the “girl-less switchboard.” 


With this installment, which covers the last four years, 
the chronicle of our company draws to a close. It would 
seem, with the voluminous space allotted to it, that a more 
comprehensive coverage should have been made. This was 
not to be. 

The Lincoln “Automatic” exchange, in its humble be- 
ginning, was but one of many Independent telephone com- 
panies to spring up within our present territory. During 
the years, as recounted in this series, it managed to absorb 
not only the Bell exchanges, but most of the Independent 
systems surrounding it. Each community in all this broad 
area wove a telephone history of its own; and their history 
is OUR history. Each would be well worth the telling. 

How many pages—how much research—such a narra- 
tive of events would require we can only conjecture. 
Already a great amount of information has been accumu- 
lated concerning the origin of telephone service at various 
towns, and as time goes by we hope to publish their stories 


one by one, in the pages of the News. 
In our present historical series, however, we have been 
content to follow the development of the basic Lincoln 
dial exchange, as it evolved into The Lincoln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company. 
In April of this year LT&T subscriber 
iG lists reached the 100,000 mark with the 
| historic installation being made at the 
LY residence of E. L. Gorman at Seward. In 
May came a great rain that sent raging 
torrents through the valleys of the Blue and Nemaha 
rivers, and inundating the lowlands of Salt Creek. Twenty- 
three lives were lost, while untold damage was dealt to 
crops and property, and to the precious top soil of our 
farm lands. Nearly 2,200 subscribers were out of service as 
telephone lines were swept away. The press described it 
as the worst disaster ever to visit our region. 
Dial service returned to Hastings after a lapse of nearly 
40 years as 7,229 telephones of the old manual exchange 
were cut to the switching equipment of the newly erected 
building. An Independent dial exchange once operated at 
Hastings but was consolidated with the former Bell manual 
exchange in 1914, after the purchase of the competing 
companies by LT&T. The new Hastings exchange was the 


first in LT&T-land to employ intertoll dialing, to be 
followed by Tecumseh later in the year. 

Frank H. Woods was elected to receive the Lincoln 
Kiwanis Club’s Distinguished Service Award. The pre- 
sentation was made by M. M. Hale, club president, who 
flew back for the occasion from Boston, where he was en- 
rolled at Harvard University in a course of study in ad- 
vanced management. 

The Frank H. Woods Pioneer Chapter’s 425 members 
were elated to learn that theirs had become the largest 
chartered unit in the Independent’s national Pioneer group. 
The stock of the Crete Telephone Company was purchased 
by LT&T. F. E. Behm, general plant superintendent, be- 
came the first company employee to qualify for a 50-year 
service emblem. Ground was broken for the new Lincoln 
equipment building at 15th and M Streets on November 13. 

A signal service unit, heavily populated with company 
men, was called to active duty at Camp Gordon, Georgia. 
Numbered among its members were Rod D. Andrews, F. W. 
Morris, Gay T. Henderson, Don Swanson, Tom H. Roller, 
T. G. Goldenstein, Allan Behm, Dale Weaver, Clarence Eitz- 
mann, Lyle Reighard, Dean Hobson and Chris Lyberis. 

The swing to dial service continued. Beside the big 
conversion at Hastings, eight other exchanges were cut 
ever during the year. They were: Exeter, Davey, Denton, 
Raymond, Fairmont, Sutton, Pawnee City and Shelby. 
From 1940 through 1950 the number of dial exchanges 
had increased from 18 to 68, and company dial telephones 
fxom 30,000 to 70,000. Since 1940 the population of LT&T’s 
territory had shown a decrease of 1.5 per cent, but the 
number of telephones in service had increased by 57 per 
cent. During 1950 we gained 2,516 subscribers. Waiting 
lists had almost disappeared. 

In new jobs were: L. G. Saunders, senior engineer; 
Ralph Connors, Lincoln wire chief; Pearl O’Hehir, traffic 
methods supervisor; Mary Bornemeier, assistant traffic 
methods supervisor; Thad C. Cone, area manager, Ne- 
braska City; and Robert H. Gray, area manager, Seward. 

Retirements: H. B. Gore, C. C. Perryman, George Arnold, 
Margie Grewell, Roy Rogers, Sarah Mussman, Florence 
Arbogast, Dora Corn, Fred Adkins, Bert Overcash, E. L. 
Martin, Carolyn Lamps, Mayme Carroll, Ica C. Westley, 
John Ruppel, Georgia Tartsch, Belle Meester, Ben F. 
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Ferguson, R. H. Ojers, Ethel Patrick, T. S. Risser, 
Harriette Wynn, W. C. Lant, F. L. Tefft, and Ann 


Keegan. 
) 
) v Standing as an example, in this 
year the microwave towers of 
AT&T spanned the continent—and customer long 
distance dialing was used, on an experimental 
basis, from coast to coast. Plans for equipment 
in Lincoln’s new building were being developed 
to include operator toll dialing and other modern 
telephonic wonders. The Audichron, a robot for 
furnishing time-of-day service, was installed at 
Lincoln. 

John A. McKinzie became general plant super- 
intendent to succeed F. E. Behm, retired, and 
Thad C. Cone moved up to Mr. McKinzie’s former 
position as eastern district manager. Lloyd W. 
Cleveland was appointed to the newly created 
post of traffic chief. Death claimed K. B. Cary, 
central district commercial manager, and Paul 
Schmeltzer, construction superintendent. They were suc- 
ceeded by A. B. Waters and Arthur W. Holcomb, respectively. 

Dial conversions occurred at the exchanges of Harvard, 
Polk, Stromsburg, Osceola, Western and Swanton. Suc- 
cessive week-end storms in March played havoc with ex- 
posed plant, leaving thousands of wire breaks in their icy 
trails. Merle M. Hale was elected president of the national 
Independent Telephone Pioneer Association. “Telezonia,” 
an animated cartoon film on telephone usage, was being 
shown to school groups throughout the territory. At Christ- 
mas, the LT&T carolers broadcast their songs from the 
home of Frank H. Woods. 

Operating revenues rose to more than 7% million, the 
highest ever. Taxes—operating and excise—now took more 
than $2 monthly for each telephone in service. With a net 
gain of 3,718 telephones for the year we were now serving 
105,682 stations. 


The 75th anniversary of the 
telephone’s invention, and what 
changes had been wrought! 


accurate voice channels between Lincoln telephones. Here Al Dougherty 
stands as sentinel of the mechanical ranks, to challenge an ailing switch. 
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LT&T’s new equipment buiiding at 15th and M Streets, Lincoln, was 
cccupied and its apparatus brought into use just as our story closes in 
December 1953. Here is sheltered the most modern equipment of the day; 
yet well we know it must some day give way to methods and facilities 
as yet undreamed of. 


In new jobs were: Erma Keenan, chief operator, Super- 
ior; Dan Smith, area manager, York; Bedric Wanek, service 
engineer, Lincoln; E. H. Wellman, area manager, Hebron; 
A. M. Newens, area manager, Nebraska City; E. A. Ernst, 
area manager, Plattsmouth; Ralph Wait, area manager, 
Stromsburg; Herman Studier, general foreman; Ray C. 
Boling, Lincoln city foreman; Myron Birdsley, wire chief, 
fsuburn; W. L. Eckles, wire chief, Tecumseh; Henry Wen- 
tink, wire chief, Hastings; Vance Embrey, wire chief, York; 
Ivan Livingston, wire chief, Nebraska City; Dewey Olson, 
wire chief, Wahoo; Alvin Reed, wire chief, Plattsmouth; 
L.. P. Schlentz, sales supervisor, General Commercial; K. J. 
Boshart, training supervisor, General Commercial; M. W. 
Franklin, traveling auditor; W. B. Imler. wire chief, Super- 
ior; Byron Pattison, service foreman, Lincoln; Joe Adamson 
end Elmer Moorhead, exchange managers. 

Retirements: Ann Keegan, James Alldritt, Ann Aden, 
Aletha Schulling, William L. Hassler, Marguerete Bray 


and Goldie Busenbarrick. 

( Ty, 

ws) \\ y, ing place to cast his ballot in the primary 

election. He had been most active in the 

campaign and for weeks had devoted much of his time and 
effort in sponsoring an Eisenhower “write-in drive.’ It 
was one of his rare forays into the political field, and he 
entered it with his usual enthusiasm and energy. It is 
pleasant to remember the obvious happiness afforded him 
ky his new-found adventure during the last few weeks of 
his life. 

Mr. Woods’ death was preceded by only two days with 
that of Hiland H. Wheeler, vice president. Mr. Wheeler, 
too, was stricken with a fatal heart attack while pursuing 
one of his favorite pastimes. He was participating in a 
blue rock shoot at Fremont; had registered a perfect score 
in the 50 target 16 yard competition and had broken 34 
straight in the handicap event which followed, when he 
suffered the fatal affliction. 

Death also claimed Thad C. Cone, eastern district man- 
ager, in a highway accident near Peru; and C. N. Beaver, 
siember of the board of directors for more than 40 years. 

Changes in the management structure were numerous. 
Merle M. Hale was elected to his present post as operating 
vice president, being succeeded as general commercial 
superintendent by Kenneth L. Lawson. Walter F. Roberts 


Shocking, in its precipitate suddenness, 
death came to our founder, Frank H. 
Woods, on April 1, as he entered a poll- 
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On the night of December 12, 1953, came the pulse of life to Lincoln’s 
new streamline toll board, a part of which is shown above. It replaced the 
famous ‘horseshoe’ board in the general office building, which had seen 
almost 40 years of service. 


came into the organization as personnel director upon the 
retirement of Guy O. Seaton. Philip M. Aitken became a 
member of the board of directors. Max C. Walker was 
named eastern district manager and Charles B. Meshier, 
central district plant manager. 

The LT&T board of directors held its quarterly meeting 
at Hastings in June, establishing a policy—still followed 
—in holding meetings once a year at various points in our 
operating territory. A windstorm of tornadic power struck 
the eastern counties in mid-August, scoring its greatest 
Camage in the village of Talmage. A Thanksgiving Day 
blizzard went on record as one of the most treacherous 
in history from the point of service interruption. Nearly 
all communities were doubly isolated by snow-blocked 
roads, broken power lines and tangled communication cir- 
cuits. Numerous instances of downright bravery were re- 
ported as our men plunged through the deep and drifted 
Suow to reestablish service between towns. 

Dial telephones came to Wilber, Valparaiso, Yutan, 
Dorchester, Brainard, Ceresco and Cordova during the year. 
L.LT&T joined the national operator-dialing network. Since 
the opening of hostilities on the Korean front, 93 em- 
ployees had been called to arms; and 34 of them had al- 
ready returned to civilian status. 

Operating revenues for the year soared to $7,916,170 and 
operating expenses kept pace by reaching a record-break- 
ing $6,916,198. A fine growth of 5,608 boosted our tele- 
phones in service to 111,290. 1,619 of these stations were 
acquired through the purchase and inclusion of the Crete 
Telephone Company properties. 

In new jobs were: A. R. Fritz, construction foreman; 
W. C. Stewart, service foreman; Del Gilmore, equipment 
foreman; Gerald Shipley, wire chief, Seward; Cecile More- 
head, chief operator, Tecumseh; H. W. Spahnle, commercial 
engineer; E. H. Royce, motor vehicle supervisor; A. S. 
Ikeckler, plant training supervisor; W. J. McDowell, busi- 
ness office manager; Alex Geist, district sales supervisor; 
George Ramsey, customer sales supervisor; W. D. Quinn, 
directory compilation supervisor; J. A. Dobbs and Tom 


Goldenstein, field engineers; John S. Reed, plant methods 
supervisor; R. M. Cleveland, chief dispatcher; C. A. Eggerss, 
rural service engineer; Dan Smith, southern district wire 
chief; Sterling Nelson, area manager, York; Lloyd Oglesby, 
area manager, Auburn; Armin Ackermann, Michael Dana- 
her, Vyrl Clark, William McOmber, P. V. Eckles and Don 
G. Rutledge, exchange managers. 

Retirements: Laura Sires, Agnes Gustafson, Joe M. 
Abrams, S. J. Dennis, May L. May and Guy O. Seaton. 

OG and ended at 18 below zero, with every 

wire and twig crusted with a beautiful 
but deadly sheet of ice. A more telling blow from nature 
came on May 9 when a tornado tore through the middle of 
Hebron leaving a wake of wreckage and destruction. The 
sturdy exchange building stood squarely in the path of the 
funnel but miraculously escaped with minor damage al- 
though buildings near by were torn asunder. Jean Heyan, 
Ruth Rittenhouse and Eva Stutz were on duty when the 
storm struck, and true to the unwritten code of operators, 
they held their positions while the tornado roared over 
them. Telephone crews converged on the stricken town 
during the night, and reconstruction was already under 
way early next morning. 

Outdoor telephone paystations made their appearance 
in LT&T-land. The first Human Relations In Management 
class was held in February. Training classes were also 
being formed to acquaint plant personnel with new equip- 
ment and circuits they would encounter in Lincoln’s new 
building at 15th and M streets. The Lincoln 5-Office was 
cut over to its new equipment in April and in June the 
offices of the central district plant manager, chief switch- 
man and toll equipment supervisor moved into their new 
auarters at 15th & M. 

There was a smallpox scare in early May, and the 
company offered free vaccinations to employees and family 
members in the vicinity of Lincoln. The WH Call Method 
was initiated throughout the territory in J uly. 

The 50th anniversary motion picture, ‘Milestones of Serv- 
ice,” was in the making. The Railway Commission granted a 
general rate increase in August—the first since 1949—to bring 
greater stability to our financial structure. Perhaps the 
most discussed point of the increase was the charge for 
public telephone calls, which rose from five to ten cents. A 
new underground conduit system was laid between 6-Office 
and 3lst and O Streets, Lincoln. The new 7-Exchange was 
born at 15 & M in October. 

As the year drew to a close there was feverish activity 
in applying the final touches to Lincoln’s new toll board 
and its related equipment. The information board and 
company PABX system were brought into service on No- 
vember 21; and on the night of December 12 came the long 
awaited cutover of the toll board. The greatest, most 
complicated conversion in our history was accomplished 
with scarcely a hitch, a true tribute to the months of care- 
ful planning and tireless checking of details by the dozens 
of engineers and technicians who participated in the his- 
toric event. 

The lone change in the management echelon came with 
the appointment of Houghton Furr as assistant to the 
president. 

Operating revenues for the year reached $8,686,640; oper- 
ating expenses, $7,540,970. Plant investment now stood at 
¢29, 398,642, for an average of roughly $20,000 for each of 
the company’s 1,470 employees. Telephones in service 
numbered 113,504, showing a growth of 2,214 for the year. 
The annual payroll totalled $4,628,399, more than a quarter 
of a million dollars higher than in 1952, while a new sched- 
ule of increased wages was taking effect on December 6. 

In new jobs were: George Wasson, construction fore- 
man; Laverne Braun, assistant chief operator, Lincoln; 
Thelma Wisen, assistant chief service operator, Lincoln; 


Wire breaks were counted by the thou- 
sands following a freakish storm in mid- 
January that began as a thunder shower 
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Louise Roth, chief service operator, Lincoln; R. R. 
Guthrie, equipment foreman, Lincoln; Clarence 
Schleufer, chief switchman, Hastings; G. C. Artz, 
cable foreman; Ivan Paddack, toll equipment su- 
pervisor; Oliver Hoffman, equipment foreman, 
Lincoln; Kathryn Portsche and Ruth Clark, senior 
secretaries; H. W. Armagost, area manager, David 
City; J. H. Roland, wire chief, David City; J. E. 
Backstrom, voucher supervisor; W. W. Eden, Gay 
Henderson and R. E. Wohlberg, engineers; John 
D. Litzenberg, garage foreman; Francis Darnold, 
western district wire chief; and Vaughn Baum, 
facilityman. 

Retirements: Carl W. Keester, Adella Kyckel- 
hahn, Ethelyn Jones, Harry Palmquist, W. H. 
Webster, Wauneta Child, Clyde Pierce, George 
Miers, Arthur B. Smith, Mary Docekal, Vern 
Campbell, S. F. Bush, H. M. Zimmerman, Oscar 
Lewis, Rose Riggs, Don Travis, D. C. Wilson and 
Blanche McConkey. 


The passing of 1953 brings to a close the history of 
LT&T’s first 50 years. It has been compiled from refer- 
ence material obtained from sundry sources: ancient 
minute books of stockholder and director meetings from 
the treasurer’s vault; a long and timely interview with 
Frank H. Woods, our founder; a careful search through 
all the back issues of the Lincoln Telephone News; and 
other files and papers which have been preserved in 
company archives because of their historical value. — 

We think it proper to add an appendage to the his- 
tory, that we might gaze into the future of telephony. 
The balance of our story is fictional, of course; but not 
a dream. It is an emulsion of the predictions made by a 
score or more of members of our own organization. 
Strangely how closely their forecasts paralleled one an- 
other. Our special thanks to M. M. Hale, L. P. Young, 
K. L. Lawson, C. C. Donley, G. P. Barney and P. H. 
Henson for the thought, the time, and voluminous 
notes they contributed for the writing of the following 
tale which carries us to the year 2003. 


Next year the Lincoln Televoice and Tele- 


view Company will observe its one-hun- 
dredth anniversary and already plans 
have been drafted to commemorate the 


momentous milestone of our progress. In 
crder that employees may become familiar with the Com- 
pany’s beginnings, we have reprinted here the history of 
the trials and adventures experienced during the first 50 
years of LT&T’s existence, as it was published in a series 
of articles which appeared in the Lincoln Telephone News 
throughout the year 1954. . 

It is surprising that so many of our ancient comrades in 
industry, mentioned therein, are still remembered and 
revered. In the history we see several family names that 
have come down to the present time in the second and third 
generation of televoice employees. This is as it should be, 
and is one of the ingredients which have made our company 
stable and sound. . 

Though the developments of the industry during the 
past half century scarcely could have been dreamed of when 
this history was written, the two basic fundamentals of the 
business apply now exacily as they did in every step of 
our progress. We must still have trained televoice people 
to furnish service and an investing public to supply money 
for progress and growth. It speaks well for those who have 
builded before us that we have been eminently successful 
in acquiring both throughout all our years. 

The history ends with the passing of 1953. Only a few 
months later, as shown by records in our archives, a micro- 
wave tower was erected atop the old 15th and M streets 
building at Lincoln. We wonder if some might not have 
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The general office building, as it stands today. Built in 1912 as a 
three-story structure, the fourth floor was added in 1926. The original 
Automatic building, circa 1903, is shown at right. 


envisioned it as a finger pointing skyward—to the present 
highway of America’s voices. Already many of the essen- 
tial elements of our modern universal communication 
service were in use. Crude and bulky as these first elec- 
tronic televoice devices may seem today, they were among 
the wonders of their time. 

It was already apparent, in the late ’fifties, that the 
general acceleration in the way of life called for the tele- 
voice—then called “telephone’’—business to grow apace. 
People began to talk more often; farther; longer than ever 
before. Calculagraphs once constructed to record 30-minute 
conversations were redesigned to record 60-minutes, and 
later several hours. The second televoice line into the home 
had by now become a common sight. The “distant talking 
telephone,” which borrowed the principle of the radio 
microphone and speaker, was introduced in 1954 and soon 
became a standard item in most places of business as well 
as in many homes. 

It was in 1965 that the last lead-sheath cable was placed in 
plant, giving way to the polyethylene jacketed, aluminum 
conductor cable, some of which are still in service 
today. The polyethylene cable jacket was one of the first 
industrial applications of the by-products of fisson, 
having been found, after exposure to gamma rays, to be 
several times stronger than steel. Since then, of course, the 
impact of atomic power generation on the televoice com- 
munications industry has been tremendous. 

Fortunately there was no abrupt evolution, making obso- 
lete the “modern” televoice plants of yesteryear. Instru- 
ments grew smaller. Cords disappeared to the great joy of 
all subscribers, for they were always atangle and held the 
cumbersome “telephone” fast to the wall. There was even 
greater joy when the hands were freed from their ancient 
chore of holding part of the instrument close to the ear and 
mouth. 

In 1969 the open wire lead south of Hastings was en- 
tirely replaced by four underground wires, two of which 
handled all toll circuits to Red Cloud, Superior and points 
beyond; the other two accommodating a score of farm 
lines through transistor carrier units. It was heralded as 
a great forward step in those times. The next year the 
switching equipment of the Elmwood exchange was re- 
placed by a transistor unit mounted in a three by four-foot 
space on a wall. Not for several years were these units 
encased in vaults to preclude all possibility of tampering, 
or service interruption. 

In 1969, with the advent of subscriber long distance 
dialing and automatic message accounting equipment, 
40 positions of the toll board were removed from the old 
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Out of the past comes this picture of a construction crew of 1914 to 
serve as one example of the vast reaches which have been spanned by the 
progress of the past forty years. Slowness of travel and hand tools resulted 
in wasted manpower, which is one of the reasons there were nearly as 
many employees on the payroll in those times as there are today. In the 
picture: On the wagon, Clyde Huff, William McOmber (present manager 
at Crete), and Joe Hoppe. Standing, W. Whitman, M. Parks and Percy Ling. 


15 and M building at Lincoln. The remaining positions 
were used only for operator assistance on special service 
calls. Nearly all vacuum and gas filled tubes had given 
way to electronic amplifying and control circuits by 1973. 

The 3-Office in south Lincoln was discontinued in 1974, 
being replaced by two line concentrating units. Our history 
tells us that a somewhat similar arrangement was in use in 
this same locality in 1906 or before. The year 1978 saw 
the trial installation of solar batteries at six CDO ex- 
changes, where roof modifications were employed to focus 
the rays into the interior and through titanium cells. The 
old wet batteries were left in place for several months until 
the feasibility of the innovation became apparent. 

In 1982 all teletype and telephoto equipments were re- 
placed with closed circuit teleview in its first commercial 
application. Newspapers were in the process of making the 
transition to pictorial presentation, and the territorial 
press made much of the fact that it now had visual con- 
nection with the Chicago Board of Trade and the New York 
Stock Exchange. Interoffice closed circuit teleview service 
was offered to subscribers the following year. 

The Lincoln-Hastings toll lead was abandoned and 
wrecked in 1984, being replaced by point to point voice- 
beam, operating in the 6,000 megacycle band. Circuits 
breaking from intermediate points at Friend, Fairmont, Sut- 
ton and Harvard were handled in the same manner. Also 
in that year the second addition to the automatic message 
accounting equipment was installed on the 8th floor at 
the 15 & M building. 

In June 1985 came our first successful demonstration of 
black and white micro channel teleview service at the 
Monday morning conference of LT&T operating officials 
when key personnel at Nebraska City, Beatrice and Hastings 
were brought to the meeting by image. Simultaneously it 
was announced that teleview for the home would be avail- 
able in ten years, but such was the insistence and demand 
hy the public that manufacturers were forced to divert their 
entire energies to the development and production of tele- 
view equipment. The ten-year task was completed in less 
than two. In May 1987 the first 100 teleview sets were ta 
ceived by LT&T and installed on a first ordered-first served 
ie re Ae lag ie were already on file at the Lincoln office 

ich was e int of the territor 2qul 
ane raed pererie point of the territory then equipped to 

Meanwhile the industry had carefully guarded its great- 
est secret and the public was astonished, to say the least 
when the announcement was made in August 1987 that final 
installations had been made and that televoice companies 
on a nationwide basis, were prepared to furnish portable 
televoice service; its equipment small enough to be carried 
in a lady’s handbag or in a man’s shoulder purse. The 
service was offered on a ten-party lock-out 

selective signaling and message secrecy, 
Cumbersome as this original equipment may have been, 


basis. with 


compared with our modern wrist televoice instruments, 
nothing that the industry had ever experienced could fore- 
tell the flood of orders that came pouring in. It became 
apparent that the saturation point of telephone develop- 
ment, once measured against the total number of family 
units, had broken through that barrier and was now to be 
gauged by the total population. The present scheme of 
communications was born; with the home unit equipped 
for teleview, and portable televoice units worn by each 
family member. Mothers of today would no more think of 
sending their child off to kindergarten without a televoice 
contact than they would its germicide respirator. 

The telephone directory problem had become more and 
more acute. Thickening books of the metropolitan areas 
!:ad been divided and subdivided until they had lost much 
of their value. Now they followed the lead of newspapers 
and national magazines by changing to microprint, and 
used in the standard readers which could be found in every 
home. 

The revolving dial had long since given way to the 
key sender on the face of the instrument, and with 12 
d:git frequency selection it required but few seconds to es- 
tablish connections with anyone, anywhere on the continent. 

The magnetic image recorder was first installed as an 
attachment to the teleview instrument in 1988, and soon was 
incorporated as part of the unit. Originally there was no 
provision for transferring the image to microfilm, so the 
tape had to be replaced or erased with each recording. Use 
of the process was rigidly restricted in early times, requiring 
the consent of the recorded party at the beginning of the 
conversation, as well as use of the beeptone throughout 
the making of the record. Later as it came into general 
use for accepting calls during the absence of the sub- 
scriber these restrictions were removed. 

By 1990 poles, wires and cables had disappeared from along 
cur highways, and most important, from our city streets. 
Plant workers no longer required climbers, body belts and 
safety straps. There was little need for ladders and long 
handled tools. The use of service helicopters for installers 
and technicians was now a standard practice. All main- 
tenance forces were dispatched from the central plant 
headquarters at Dorchester. Miniaturized equipment had 
employed the printed circuit for several years, and now 
the control and testing of circuit functions were becoming 
full-automatic, with only occasional supervision needed by 
buman agency. The buried wave guide was in general use 
for urban transmission and inter-office trunking. Color tele- 
view was made available over regular distribution chan- 
nels. Housing developments of a thousand units, which 
could be readied for occupancy ten days after the ground 
was platted, could be provided with teleview service in 
« matter of hours by use of remote concentrating units 
and beamed distributing channels. 

At a meeting of the board of directors in June 1992 the 
corporate name of the company was changed to Lincoln 
‘ielevoice and Teleview Company, as the word “telephone” 
and “telegraph” had almost disappeared from contemporary 
usage. 

But all the progress of the past is overshadowed by the 
great event now being covered in detail in the micro- 
rews. On March 6, 2003, almost a hundred years to a day 
from the incorporation date of our company, two-way 
teleview communication was established with the American 
expeditionary forces on the captive satellites. The earth 
terminal of the energy-beam carrier is located at AT&T's 
astral research center on Mt. Tirich Mir, India. At present 
«vailable on a ten-hour basis, it is expected that full 24- 
hour service will be possible within the next few months. 
Still in the development stage, of course, is the long dreamed 
of project of using the spoken code to establish connections. 
The fault lies not so much in the perfection of the equip- 
ment, but in the inability of the American public to discard 
the remnants of ancient sectional dialects and make proper 
use of vowels and consonants. —THE END— 


ef 8 Hie 


Motivating 


Manpower 


from a paper by Walter F. Roberts, personnel director 


Editor’s Note: 

Last October our personnel director, Walter F. Roberts, 
appeared on the rostrum at the United States Independent 
Telephone Association convention at Chicago to deliver a 
paper before the traffic conference. He told of LT&T per- 
sonnel policies and the relationship of its management and 
employees; policies and relationships which, many em- 
ployees may not realize, represent the “new look” in 
Human Relations, and actually extend beyond those of most 
organizations. Because we believe “our light should not 
be hidden under a bushel” and that both management and 
employees should be proud of their mutual understand- 
ings and accomplishments, we recommend the reading and 
serious contemplation of these excerpts from Mr. Roberts’ 
address. 

Manpower is the most important element in the pro- 
duction of good telephone service. 

It is an accepted fact that people function or produce be- 
low their capacity or their ability to produce. In telephone 
language we could term this unused capacity as personnel 
margins. We would all agree that margins are necessary; 
but our engineers tell us it is poor business economy to 
have too much plant margin, or too much money invested 
in plant that is not being utilized. With over fifty per cent 
of our cost of operations paid for manpower, it would be 
gross negligence not to concern ourselves with proper man- 
power utilization. 

The purpose of a program for motivating manpower is 
te decrease unused personnel margins, and eliminate, so 
far as possible, wasted manpower. A well trained, highly 
motivated force contributes to efficient operation which 
in turn results in good public relations. Public relations 
like charity begins at home. Every employee is a window 
through which the public looks at the company. The public 
sees the company, hears the company, and feels the pulse 
of the company in its contacts with the employees, either 
on or off the job. 

We cannot prevent employee attitudes from showing 
nor do we desire to do so. There remains the task of in- 
doctrinating every employee in the business with the 
idea that his work is of the utmost importance and that 
he personally has a responsibility to fulfill. Any employee 
who is strongly imbued with the idea of giving customers 
the very best will respond properly and reflect credit to 
his company. 

The old “hired man” method of motivation was to con- 
sider wages as the primary and often the only incentive. 
We now know that nonfinancial incentives are even more 
effective, granting, of course, that wages are reasonably 
adequate. Financial security is important but personal or 
emotional security is also necessary for good job perform- 
ance. The average employee desires a feeling of stability, 
recognition, and an opportunity for self-expression. He 
needs to maintain his self-respect and must be made to 
feel that his personal dignity is being preserved. Good 
working conditions, pleasant relationships, sharing re- 
sponsibilities, praise for accomplishment, progress oppor- 
tunity, health and safety provisions, and recreation and 
social facilities all contribute to the emotional security 
ot the individual. Thus the appeal may be to the whole 
man as a person rather than regarding him as a cold ma- 
chine in the production process. 

Our company is presently engaged in a training pro- 
gram on Human Relations and we hope eventually to 
reach all of our supervisory personnel, This is a course of 
eight lessons, each lesson requiring a full day’s time. We 
have 12 supervisors in each class with one of our own 
employees, who was previously given the course, serving 
as discussion leader for each group. The subject matter 


of the lessons includes the following: Behavior, Individual 
Differences, Motivation, Frustration, Attitudes, Interview- 
ing, Group Relationships, and Leadership. In this way we 
hope to help our supervisors to help themselves and thus 
be in a better position to stimulate and motivate employees 
under their supervision. In the development of an effec- 
tive program that will help to motivate manpower, we 
need to know the attitude of employees and how well 
they understand the company and company problems. In 
other words, before we can synchronize management and 
employee attitudes, we need to know something about 
employee attitudes. In an employee opinion survey re- 
cently conducted, we found that 26% of our employees 
said that “the company is not interested in me as a person 
but only whether I do my work satisfactorily.” Thirty- 
three per cent said “the company takes some interest in 
me as a person but not much,” and only 38% said “the 
company takes a real interest in me as a person.” 


Our first effort to correct these and other erroneous 
impressions was to make a complete report to each em- 
ployee of the results of the opinion survey giving in each 
case the correct answer. This was followed by an effort 
to step up communication through regular channels, through 
the company publication, with a company 20 minute his- 
toric colored film, and by an open house at Lincoln for all 
employees and their families. We have also held open 
touse at numerous exchanges throughout the territory 
cn the occasion of our 50th anniversary, which proved to 
be very helpful in providing employees with greater 
knowledge of the business. We are also making an effort 
tc expand company sponsored sports and social activ- 
ities and are putting more emphasis on the presentation 
of service pin awards at 5 year intervals beginning at the 
5th year instead of the 10th. We also provided free vac- 
cination to employees and their families at the time of a 
threatened smallpox epidemic and provide annual vac- 
cination against influenza for all employees who desire 
it. Our forms committee has just perfected a new pro- 
gress report form for use in all departments. This is to 
be used at all progression steps and thereafter at least 
annually. Through these activities and others we hope our 
employees will become better informed about the com- 
pany and more convinced that the company is interested 
in each of them as a person. 

We believe we can be more successful in motivating 
nianpower if we recognize the whole man and adopt the 
4H idea of head, hands, heart and health in our personnel 
relations. Our type of business requires teamwork and co- 
operation. Cooperation cannot be bought and it cannot be 
enforced. It must be developed like friendship and we can 
cnly obtain it by first extending it to the people who work 
with us and for us. A man may sell us his head and his 
hands but we must earn his heart, and the manpower we 
hire lacks motivation without the heart. An employee who 
does not have his heart in his work can never develop into 
a highly motivated personality. 


We believe in the democratic as opposed to the auto- 
cratic approach. The democratic approach does not mean 
coddling the worker. It does not mean that employees will 
be permitted to break reasonable standards of conduct 
either on or off the job. It does not mean giving less than 
a full day’s work for a full day’s pay. It does mean con- 
sideration for the reasonable desires of human beings and 
a fair understanding of human behavior and what it takes 
to make the people happy and contented in their work. 
It does mean the establishment of a fair but firm policy 
based upon the golden rule whereby we do unto others as 
we would that they should do to us. 


General Christmas committee in session, clockwise around table: Loran 
Powell, Larry Connealy, Walter F. Roberts, Eunice Bailey, Mabel Volpp, 
Carl Ahl, George Ramsey—chairman, Lee Schlentz, Sylvia Hoaglin, Dale 
Weaver, Lyman Neff and Marlene Thompson. Most of those present headed 
sub-committees with specific assignments for staging Lincoln’s two giant 
parties. 


He’s Making a List; Checking It Twice! 


We have been an organization of busy people throughout 
the year, but never too busy to turn our attention to the 
affairs of Yuletide. For some weeks past committees hav 
been meeting and plans being formed to observe the season 
in the traditional way. Employees everywhere will get to- 
gether in departmental, exchange or area parties. The News 
hopes that photographers also will be on hand. For we hope 
to feature these gatherings, in the usual manner, by a pic- 
torial page in the January issue. We must charge our cor- 
respondents and associate editors with the responsibility of 
obtaining pictures of employee Christmas activities within 
their own news areas. The prints should be in the hands 
of the News Editor shortly after January 1. 

In the picture above, the general committee for the Lin- 
coln Christmas Parties is shown in one of its planning ses- 
sions. This group is composed of the sub-committee chair- 
men; most of whom had sizable committees of their own 
to handle the various details involved in the children’s and 
adults’ parties, scheduled for December 11 and 17, respec- 
tively, at Cotner Terrace. 


Southern Belles Visit General Offices 


As part of the commercial department’s orientation program, Ken 
Boshart, training supervisor, played host to a group of ladies from the 
southern district, and acted as their guide on a tour of inspection of the 
general office departments and their functions. The camera found them 
watching with interest the big bill printing machine in Printing Service. 
Demonstrating its operation is none other than Carl Ahl, printing service 
supervisor. Mr. Boshart stands at left. The commercial ladies, from left 
to right are: Mandane Reed, Fairbury; Loretta Mcllnay, Crete; Lavina Mc- 
Elroy, Wilber; Mary Goracke, Tecumseh; Eleanore Harding, Beatrice; Emma 
L. DeJonge, Humboldt; Marcelene Behrends, Auburn, and Hotilda Eurich, 
Friend. 


a a 

Seven Times Five For R. L. Dalfon 

“Thirty-five years,’ reads the official service record to the credit of 
Roemer L. Dalton, switchboardman of Lincoln Plant. Like so many of his 
fellow workers he had nibbled at a telephone career several times before 
taking it up as his life’s work. In long ago 1914, “R.L’’ worked for the 
lowa Bell, and later for brief periods for the Table Rock Telephone Company. 
Not until October 1919, however, did he join LT&T as lineman and later 
combinationman at Humboldt. He has served at Talmage and Harvard; 
as combinationman at Auburn, Clay Center and Lincoln, and during the 
past several years as switchman and switchboardman at Lincoln. In the 
picture he is receiving congratulations on his long length of service from 
G. P. Barney, general plant superintendent; while M. C. Walker, C. B. 
Meshier and Ivan Paddack stand by. 


_The directory compilation force breathed a great sigh as the first 
edition hit the streets. Left to right: Myrtle Henline, Ann McCabe, Wm. D. 
Quinn, Lavonne Joosten and Doris Ulmer. 


Tell Your Friends fo Consult the New Directory 


The new Lincoln telephone directory, largest in LT&T 
history, is now in the hands of subscribers. The directories, 
64,000 of them, were printed by the Lincoln Journal; and 
delivery—which was handled by a firm which specializes in 
this service—began on November 29. 

The new directory is thicker by 19 pages, representing an 
increase of 14 pages in the classified section and five pages 
in the alphabetical listings. The yellow pages, from Ab- 
dominal Supporters to Yeast, now total 208. Six-tenths of 
an inch in thickness, had the entire issue been stacked in one 
tall pile it would have towered 3,200 feet—eight times the 
height of the capitol building. 

There were 1,875 additional listings to appear in the new 
book, and a total of 2,052 number changes. Most of the cuts 
to the new numbers were made on the night of November 30: 
a fact which called for the burning of the midnight oil by a 
large number of plant employees. 

Six thousand of the books were bound by a new process, 
using a process of interlocking the pages together at the bind- 
ing edge, rather than the familiar wire staples. The new 
binding was made as an experiment. 
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33 YEARS G. M. Albury, Lincoln. 
32 YEARS 0. A. Nelson, Lincoln. 
31 YEARS p. eR. Winscot, Lincoln. 


29 YEARS A. R. Fritz, Lincoln. 
28 YEARS L. C. Hutchison, Hazel Nichols, 


Lincoln. 

27 YEARS R. H. Spohn, Lincoln. 

26 YEARS €£. J. Schemmerhorn, Fairbury. 
25 YEARS c. E. Harp, H. W. patter, R.R. 


Rauch, Lincoln. 


24 YEARS J. E. Ellis, Lincoln. 


20 YEARS Milly Lloyd, Wymore; L. M. Mil- 
ler, Lincoln. 


19 YEARS F. M. Crewdson, Hastings. 
15 YEARS Nata Hershey, Geneva. 


ns SOT daa 13 YEARS Gladys Ball, Ashland; Velma 
25 Years Garlock, Genevieve Graff, York. 


ervice Anniversaries 


12 YEARS L. E. Lyons, Beatrice; F. E. 
Smith, Lincoln. 


11 YEARS Elsie Cooper, Beatrice; R. H. 
Kinnison, Nebraska City. 


10 YEARS Martha Dietrich, Wm. Schuman, 
Lincoln; H. F. Kempf, Hastings; Gladys 
Neugebauer, Auburn. 


9 YEARS v. A. Hayes, York: K. J. 


Peters, Lincoln. 


8 YEARS £. J. Kalkwarf, N. H. Liesveld, 
A. E. Linden, R. M. Merrill, E. C. Schrank, 


Lincoln. 


7 YEARS Eloise Baldwin, D. M. Hunt, L. R. 
Rhoads, Lincoln; R. G. Bruning, Pawnee 
City; C. C. Minich, York; J. C. Selko, Has- 
tings; Mary Taylor, Ashland. 


6 YEARS Frances Bordovsky, Wahoo; S. M. 
Carr, Auburn; G. E. Carter, F. M. Condos, J. 
D. Witmer, Lincoln; A. J. Parde, Beatrice. SS 


5 YEARS J. C. Hansen, R. L. Hibbert, Mao 
Lincoln; Darlene Schulte, Tecumseh. 20 Years 
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L. M. Miller Nata Hershey Martha Dietrich Gladys Neugebauer H. F. Kempf 
Lincoln Geneva Lincoln Auburn Hastings 
20 Years 15 Years 10 Years 10 Years 10 Years 


Lois Meyers in Operatic Lead 


Banner Year In Prospect 


of 30 new members obtained since July 
1. Florence Tatman reported for the 


Lois Meyers, Lincoln Traffic, a 1946 
graduate of Nebraska Wesleyan Uni- 
versity, returned to her alma mater in 
early December for a stage appearance 
in the Strauss opera “Der Rosen- 
kavalier.” Miss Meyers was cast in 
the lead role of Octavian, a male part. 
Critics say this is not unusual, however, 
as the part is written to utilize a femi- 
nine voice. According to Professor 
Oscar Bennett, head of the Wesleyan 
music department, this is the first time 
“Der Rosenkavalier” has been staged 
in the United States by an amateur 
group. Mr. Bennett said it was the 
most difficult score ever to be attempted 
at Wesleyan. 


The Pioneers are well on their way 


toward one of the most successful years 
in the Chapter’s history. This fact 
was forcefully presented at a _ recent 
meeting of the official board and com- 
mittee chairmen, held November 22 for 
the purpose of reporting the activities 
of the first 514 months of the present 
fiscal term. Even President A. B. Gor- 
man expressed amazement at the prog- 
ress that had been made and the con- 
tinuance of enthusiasm throughout the 
staff of committee workers. 
Noteworthy among the current suc- 
cesses was the record of the member- 
ship committee, headed by Past-presi- 
dent Bruce Sievers, who read the names 
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fund-raising section of the Ways and 
Means Committee, to declare that 
Christmas card sales, etc. had already 
shown a profit of $466, which will be 
added to the Pioneer activities fund. 
Attention was called to the good work 
of the social, hobby, fellowship, his- 
torical and resolutions committees. 

The organization is making plans to 
extend its operations more fully into the 
ranks of retired telephone folk; with 
the present notion of establishing a 
separate club, with officers selected 
from among their number, and a pro- 
gram designed exclusively for the wel- 
fare and entertainment of this large 
group. 


Ruskin Goes Dial 


Present for Ruskin’s big moment were, from 
left: O. O. Brink and Mayor Erik Torring, of Rus- 
kin; Francis Darnold, district wire chief; Frank 
Kubat, area manager: Boyd Imler, wire chief, 
Superior; James Bauer, Superior; R. A. Francis, 
Hebron; J. J. Keogh, Hastings; Bert Kline, Su- 
perior; Dale Bollman, Superior; and James Howat, 
Hastings. 


Dial conversions have been a rare 
event during this busy year; but squeez- 
ing in under the wire was the cutover 
at Ruskin, Nuckolls County, on Decem- 
ber 1. It became Number 83 in our 
conversion program. 

The service transmution was made at 
10 a.m. as Floyd Crewdson pulled the 
spacers to mark the beginning of opera- 
tion of the new equipment, which is 
sheltered in a neat, new structure at the 
rear of the former central office build- 
ing. Ruskin’s mayor, Erik Torring, was 
present to watch the proceedings and 
make the first long distance call which 
was received by K. L. Lawson, general 
commercial superintendent, at Lincoln. 

The equipment is of Automatic Elec- 
tric manufacture and has a_ present 
capacity of 60 lines. Extensive outside 
plant repairs preceded the conversion. 


Interior view, with the new Ruskin equipment 
forming the background for the portraits of 
Messrs. James Bauer. Superior; Ed Brehm, Lin- 
coln engineering; and Floyd Crewdson, Hastings. 


Chimp Bought For Zoo 
By Mr. and Mrs. Woods 


For ten years now, Antelope Park 
Zoo, at Lincoln, has been minus a 
chimpanzee. This fact has been be- 
moaned by young and old alike, for 
the chimp cage was always the center 
of attraction in the old days before the 
star of the show became unruly and 
was sent to the St. Louis zoo. 

Several months ago Mr. and Mrs. 
T. C. Woods offered to defray the cost 
of providing the Antelope zoo with an- 
other chimpanzee if one could be ob- 
tained. The happy day arrived Novem- 
ber 24 when a _ year-old, 11-pound 
chimp, as yet unnamed, arrived in town 
amid considerable fanfare. He had 
traveled by air express from New York 
to Chicago where he was met at the 
airport by James Ager, park superin- 
tendent, who drove him to Lincoln by 
car. The young anthropoid was an ideal 
passenger and seemed to enjoy the 
scenery. 

The purchase price of the chimp was 
$700, while traveling expenses added 
another $100. 


JOURNEY’S END 


F. M. Dee, father of Vivian Dee, David 
City Commercial, passed away October 22 
in Aurora. Funeral services and interment 
were held at David City, October 25. 


Mrs. George Haberman, Sr., mother of 
Chris Haberman, former area manager at 
Seward, died November 5 in Forest Grove, 
Oregon. Funeral services were held at Friend 
on November 11. 


Seneca S. Reed, father of Alvin Reed, toll 
equipment section, passed away November 
9 at York. Funeral services were held No- 
vember 11 at York. 

Amzie R. Watson, father of Lela Watson, 
chief operator at Beatrice, passed away No- 
vember 9 at his home northwest of Waco. 
Services were held at the Metz Funeral Home 
in York on November 12. 

Mrs. Phoebe Miller, mother of Helen 
Krieger, Lincoln Traffic, passed away No- 
vember 19 at Englewood, Colorado. 

Ben Payne, father of Dorothy Waldmeéier, 
Hebron Traffic, passed away November 20. 
Funeral services were held November 23 at 
Belvidere. 

Mrs. Blanche Chinnock, wife of Thomas 
B. Chinnock, construction foreman, passed 
away November 19. Funeral services were 
held in Lincoln November 22, with inter- 
ment at DeWitt. 
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Ed Dulin Joins Retirement Club 


The retirement on pension of A. E. 
Dulin was announced on November 7 
by the Employees Benefit Committee. 
The action was taken on expiration of 
his sickness-disabili- 
ty benefits at the 
request of Mr. Du- 
lin. Now a resident 
of California, Ed 
feels that the less 
rugged climate of- 
fers a better oppor- 
tunity for a return 
to normal health. 
His legion of fast 
friends about the 
company sincerely hope that this is so. 


A. E. Dulin 


Ed joined the company as a ground- 
man at Nebraska City in April 1925 and 
became an exchange combinationman 
in February of the following year. He 
was manager at Raymond from Octo- 
ber 1928 until August 1931 when he 
came to Lincoln as first class switch- 
boardman. In 1940 he entered the 
switchroom and in November 1948 was 
appointed installer - repairman COE. 
After recovering from a severe injury 
as a result of an automobile accident, 
Ed joined the cable facilities section of 
Lincoln Plant where he remained until 
his break in health in late 1953. He is 
now “at home” in Bellflower, California. 


Dedication of the H. H. 
Wheeler Memorial Organ 


As one of the provisions of the will 
of the late Hiland H. Wheeler, vice 
president of the company at the time 
of his death in March 1952, the Scottish 
Rite Temple of Lin- 
coln was granted 
funds for the pur- 
chase of a console 
organ, which will 
be used by all Scot- 
tish Rite organiza- 
tions and for the 
benefit of the pub- 


5 # lic. The organ has 
now been installed, 
H. H. Wheeler and was dedicated 


at a concert given at the Temple on 
November 7. A bronze plaque has been 
placed near-by to commemorate the gift 


of Mr. Wheeler. 


Co-werkers of th2 second floor, pictured at a “going away” party for 
Mr. Potter, held at the Cornhusker on November 11. Clockwise about the 
table: Kathryn Portsche, Fred J. Bettenhausen, Marie Hall, Merle M. Hale, 
Margaret Francis, Huldah Gessner and H. W. Potter. 


Potters fo Tour South America 


When the wintry blasts begin pouring down in earnest 
from the north, we may appreciate the wisdom of Mr. and 
Mrs. Herbert W. Potter, who have embarked on an ideal 
weather-dodging vacation that will eventually circumscribe 
both American continents. The Potters left chilling Lincoln 
in mid-November and are presently visiting their son, Jack, 
at Menlo Park, California. The holidays will be spent with 
the elder son, Dr. Bill, at Galveston, after which they will 
hie to New York to embark on the S. S. Santa Cecelia, 
headed for the Panama Canal. 

They will sight the Pacific Ocean again at Balboa, and 
sail on to Lima, Peru, to be sightseers from January 18 to 24. 
Another sea voyage will carry them to Valparaiso, Chi’e, 
where they will bask in the sun until February 11. They 7o 
by rail to Santiago, capital of Chile, thence by motor coach 
down the Andes to Bariloche, Argentina, and by rail to 
Buenos Aires, largest city on the continent. They will re- 
main here until March 6. 

The balance of the itinerary calls for a leisurely voyage 
northward with stops at Montevideo, Uruguay; San Paulo, 
Brazil; and Rio De Janeiro, called the “most beautiful city 
on earth.” They will remain here for nearly two weeks 
when they will again put out to sea, arriving at New Orleans 
on April 14. 

Mr. Potter’s retirement as secretary-treasurer is due to 
become effective on January 1. Houghton Furr, assistant 
to the president, has been appointed acting treasurer during 
the interim. 


Two dozen or more Accounting folk braved the chill of late November to 
assemble at Hughes Brothers’ Cabin at Seward. Bud Eden’s land camera 
pictures a pause in the evening’s occupation. 


Howard Smith, chief switchman, finds the Huskerville moving job to 
be “well done.” 


Huskerville Exchange Mofors to New Location 


Most everyone agreed that the moving of the Husker- 
ville exchange was one of the smoothest examples of tele- 
phone teamwork they had ever witnessed. The job was 
quite unusual. The exchange lay within the confines of the 
recently activated Lincoln Air Force Base, and there was no 
question about it—it had to be removed therefrom and forth- 
with. Huskerville proper, the area served by the exchange, 
lay beyond the boundary fence, several blocks to the west. 

On Saturday night, November 20, all was in readiness. 
The equipment had been raised from the floor and placed on 
skids. Sullivan’s big rigging truck stood outside the door. 
At exactly six o’clock the cables were cut, the equipment 
eased from the room, loaded intact on the truck and wheeled 
post haste to its newly prepared quarters in Building 311 at 
Huskerville. Meanwhile operators Rexine Bretta, Maxine 
Richert and Pearl Lawson were at the L.A.F.B. switchboard 
handling calls that came in on emergency taps. 

Within an hour or so the equipment was being set into 
place at its new location, and cablemen George Bossung, Don 
Williams and August Brunke, with helpers R. Mathis, Bob 
Greb and J. Shepard, were hard at work splicing it into the 
new entrance cable. Their job was completed by 3:30 a.m. 

Howard Smith, chief switchman, is still singing the 
praises of the talented team of Dick Bauer, Al Ager, Gene 
Schrank, Ken Myhre, Al Campbell and Ronnie Hibbert, 
who handled the cutover details for Central Plant. 


Famous firsts in this pole trailer, devised at Humboldt in 1920 by R. L. 
Dalton, who stands at right. It is believed to be the first automotive 
trailer used in the company. 
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Our Christmas Cover 
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Hincoln Telephone Mews « Christmas 1954 


This month’s cover picture carries 
us into the home of the Lanes of Weep- 
ing Water, where we find the family 
applying the final sparkling touches to 
their Christmas tree. One of our all- 
telephone families, Lloyd works at the 
local exchange as combinationman while 
Lucile has just observed her tenth serv- 
ice birthday as a member of the traffic 
forces. Completing the home unit are 
the photogenic children; Linda Lucile, 
who was ten last April and Lloyd Lee, 
called “Nickie,” because he was born 
on Christmas Day, eight years ago. 


Oscars and Oscarettes 


% 


lo Red Feather Workers 


In the picture, seated: Marcia Watson, Julia Kastning, Irene Combs, Georgia Smith, Sylvia Hoaglin 
and Dorothy Lefler. Standing: V. P. Spears, George Hansen, D. M. Schwenke, F. J. Bettenhausen, 
E. Royce, Loran Powell, A. B. Waters, Ruthann Snyder, Clem Bottorff, Donna Kalina, Harold Brady, 
Wilma Drake, J. W. Cruickshank, Doris Brown, H. W. Spahnle, Rae Ellen Grannis, Walter F. Roberts, 
Ray Baldwin and Merle M. Hale. Not in picture: Otis Clark and Joe Miller. 


Lincoln employees again came 
through with a quota-smashing effort 
in the Community Chest- Red Cross 
fund raising campaign. A large meas- 
ure of credit for the happy event is 
due to Ernie Royce and Ray Baldwin, 
lieutenant colonels in charge, and to 
team captains and solicitors, who inter- 
viewed the employees, one and all. 


The business at hand came to an 
official ending on November 29, when 
the entire group of campaign workers 
gathered at the office of M. M. Hale, 
vice president, to receive departmental 
oscars and oscarettes in token of their 
individual successes. The awards were 
made by Mr. Hale, who was general 
chairman of the united fund raising 
campaign, 


J. H. Agee to State Post 


J. H. Agee, director and former vice 
president of LT&T, was named to mem- 
bership on the Nebraska Turnpike 
Authority by Governor Robert Crosby 
on November 23. Mr. Agee will fill 
the vacancy created by the resignation, 
because of ill health, of W. W. Putney, 


also a director of the company. 


The Authority is delegated the power 
to contract for a toll road, if one is 
found feasible and a buyer may be 
found for the revenue bonds. 


Promotions 
Transfers & 


Title Changes 


Plant 


Elmer V. Bean, combinationman to switch- 
man, Seward. 


Donna R. DeMoulin, operator, Hastings 
Traffic, to clerk-typist, Central Plant. 


Homer E. Olsen, combinationman, Wahoo, 
to testman, Lincoln. 
Traffic 


LaJean C. VonDane, operator to service 
assistant, Lincoln. 
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Pioneers Hold Hunting Stag 


The Pioneer Hunting Stag of No- 
vember 6 was quite an affair. Hunts- 
men began arriving at the Hughes 
Brothers’ Cabin near Seward at mid- 
afternoon. There was a notable absence 
of firearms, which was just as well, for 
it would be a silly duck that would fly 
out of cool Canada into our Indian 
summer weather. 


Social Chairman Helm and Ken 
Boshart, former Boy Scouts, arrived 
early and had a roaring fire ablaze to 
welcome the hungry wanderers, though 
they confessed they used matches to 
start it. Chef Ed Imic, with his broiled 
steaks, appeased the forty ravenous ap- 
petites in two sittings at the supper 
table. The balance of the evening was 
spent in true Pioneer get-together style. 

Membership Chairman Bruce Sievers 
pointed to five of the Chapter’s newest 
members who were in attendance, name- 
ly D. R. “Brick” Smith, Don Utterson, 
Knud Arngren, John Backstrom and 
Phil Garvey. 

The News camera was conspicuously 
absent, being busy with other affairs. 
We shouldn't feel too bad. The old 
Graphic never was able to do full justice 
to a Pioneer Stag. 


_ Human Relations Study At Beatrice 


wore 


The usual dozen members of a Human Relations in Management class Marlene J. Horky ....... 
have been recruited from supervisory forces of the southern district. They Helen A. Humlicek ..... 
held the first of their eight weekly meetings at Beatrice on November 3, Ginger R. Johnson ..... 
with Dan Smith serving as discussion leader. The members, pictured from Joyce E. Johnston 
the left are: Shirley Martin, Wymore; Raymond Johnson, Cook; Elizabeth 
Johnson, Crete; Vivian Kinghorn, Auburn; Clyde Burge, district manager; 
Michael Danaher, Wymore; W. H. Husing, Sterling; Dan Smith, Beatrice: 
Lloyd Oglesby, Auburn; Charles Kermoade, Western; William Eckles, Tecum- 


seh; J. C. Gear, Fairbury; George Eggleston, Pawnee City; and George Elizabeth M. Soukup 


Brock, Crete. 


Let's Meet Our New Employees 


25 omen Emp. 
SHES Name Position Exch. Date 
ACCOUNTING 
Louise O. Jenkins ......................- Machine Operatomr....................cceeeeceeeeeeeeeee es 11- 8 
COMMERCIAL 
Doris J. Hermann .....................- Clerks CPD ence Weeping Water..11- 1 
PLANT 
Worma J. COGGr .ossiccceeecis Service Operator....... PAMCOMM feccustctctnercne 11- 1 
Margaret P. Kupke .................... Service Operator....... ENCOUN, «2 i seedcceniaves 10-28 
TRAFFIC 

Gloria E. Berg. ...................c..008 LIST ACO sk as PANICOIN: © cx teicen 11- 8 
Wancy A. Blide .:......2:.....5. JOT ATT a ene Lincoln  ...w i... 11- 1 
Bdaith GL: BloekKer ...cccisncse Operator...........0..........- LAMNCOIN, scccssccsincsns 10-18 
Rose M. Busboom .................... @ =) 2 6) ae ren TACO © excelent 11-15 
Wanda E. Carman (Re-emp.)..Operator.....0000.............. TANGO ocivecedeincnsn. 11-15 
Sarah Mi. EVans © .....05.5-:-0.0... Operator. ........0.......... LAnGOWN. sic: ll- 8 
Prentee eee Operator... MOVRTE cies ce LOT 
Soa alaatysee Operator....................... Wahoo ....................10-18 
ere OP GE ATOR... iosccccssccevesccese WANGO- 2c..creiecieecsncd d= 8 
snap amt tn ODRETSIO? 6 cnc LANCOME. cees Ld 8 

Marilyn J. McDermet 
(RE-GNID.) .-ichecew ey WIDETALOT nc Anan Fairbury = ............ 11- 1 
Valerie J. Olson ........................ OPE ETON. ncoscoiveecteevnexe 6 | «| ee re ee 1l1- 1 
sedeeuuasane? Operator......................Limneoln  ................11-15 
Marilyn Walsh. ..........................-. Operator... OT sos eens 11- 1 


Gerald L. Tubbs, Lincoln Plant, and Jane 
Lee Hansen were married October 23 at the 
home of the bride in Lincoln. Gerald is the 
son of H. W. Tubbs, Hastings Plant. Jane 
is the daughter of Herb Hansen, AT&T 
Repeater Station, and sister of Dick Hansen, 
Lincoln Plant. 

Jean Pearson, Lincoln Traffic, and Kenneth 
Morrison were united in marriage October 
30 at Grace Methodist Church in Lincoln. 

Beulah Sileven, Lincoln Traffic, became 
the bride of Eugene Kendra November 3 at 
St. Mary’s Cathedral in Lincoln. They will 
make their home in Detroit. 

Jacqueline Utecht, Hastings Traffic, and 
Sidney Craig were married November 14 at 
the Zion Lutheran Church in Hastings. 

Shirley Stoll, chief operator at Wymore, 
and Virgil Martin were united in marriage 
November 19 at the Christian Church in 
Wymore. 

Elizabeth Kroeger, Lincoln Traffic, and 
Allan Behm, Central Plant, were married 
November 21 at the First Baptist Church 
Chapel in Lincoln. 

Donald Boerrigter, Lincoln Construction, 
and Phyllis Weber were married November 
25. The ceremony took place in Hallam. 

Kenneth Peters, construction foreman, and 
Blanche Harris were married in the First 
Presbyterian Church at Lincoln, Novem- 
ber 27. 

The marriage of Willard Merl Sherman, 
Plattsmouth Plant, and Mary Alice Pattison, 
was solemnized at the First Christian Church 
at Lincoln on October 16. Mary Alice is the 
daughter of Byron Pattison, of Central Plant. 

Evelyn Russell, Lincoln service operator, 
and A/2C Ronald Weller, of Holland, Mich- 
igan, were united in marriage November 2, 
at Grace Lutheran Church at Lincoln. 


There Are Two Seas 
A Parable by Bruce Barton 


HERE are two seas in Palestine. One 

is fresh, and fish are in it. Splashes 
of green adorn its banks. Trees spread 
their branches over it, and stretch out 
their thirsty roots to sip of its healing 
water. Along its shores the children 
play. 

The River Jordan makes this sea with 
sparkling water from the hills. So it 
laughs in the sunshine. And men build 
their houses near it, and birds their 
nests; and every kind of life is happier 
because it is there. 


The River Jordan flows on south into 
another sea. Here is no splash of fish, 
no fluttering leaf, no song of birds, no 
children’s laughter. Travellers choose 
another route, unless on urgent busi- 
ness. The air hangs above its waters 
and neither men nor beast nor fowl will 
drink. What makes this mighty dit- 
ference in these neighbor seas? Not 
the River Jordan. It empties the same 
good water into both. Not the soil in 
which they lie; not the country round 
about. 

This is the difference. The Sea of 
Galilee receives but does not keep the 
Jordan. For every drop that flows into 
it another drop flows out. The giving 
and receiving go on in equal measure. 
The other sea is shrewder, hoarding its 
income jealously. It will not be tempted 
into any generous impulse. Every drop 
it gets, it keeps. The Sea of Galilee 
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gives and lives. This other sea gives 
nothing. It is named the Dead. 
There are two seas in Palestine. 
There are two kinds of people in the 
world .... 
Which kind are we? 
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Mr. and Mrs. Leland Ward announce the 
birth of a son, Jerry Lee, on November 8. 
Leland is employed in the service department. 

A son, Bruce Eugene, was born Novem- 
ber 20 to Mr. and Mrs. Dean Hamilton. 
Dean is employed in Lincoln Commercial. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cardwell are the 
parents of a son, James David, born Novem- 
ber 24. Bob is a Splicer in the construction 
department. 


Benefit Claims Paid 

The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association during November: 

Members: Mrs. Rose Riggs, Lincoln Pen- 
sioner, $128.80; Elsie Andrews, General Traf- 
fic, $7.50; J. A. Schellenberg, Lincoln Plant, 
$7.50; Carolina Iwohn, Clatonia Traffic, $12.50; 
Dora Plessel, Milford Traffic, $12.50; Mary 
Hudson, Superior Traffic, $26.00; M. J. Brandt, 
Beatrice Plant, $220.23; C. A. Hansen, Lincoln 
Supply, $516.50; Helen Hall, Lincoln Account- 
ing, $68.00: Dorothy Kriz, Lincoln Traffic, 
$169.50; T. G. Goldenstein, Lincoln Engineer- 
ing, $182.90; Esther Baker, Lincoln Commer- 
cial, $5.00; Charlotte Jordan, Fairbury Traf- 
fic, $569.00; Jean Baker, Lincoln Commercial, 
$10.00. 

Dependents: Mrs. W. L. Hassler, Lincoln, 
$7.50: Mrs. A. S. Keckler, Lincoln, $368.23; 
Jean Gesch, Lincoln, $5.63; Mrs. G. O. Seaton, 
Lincoln, $7.50; Jack Billings, Fairbury, $48.75; 
Mrs. R. S. Baldwin, Lincoln, $259.89; Mrs. 
R. N. Brendle, Lincoln, $335.38; Edward Kil- 
patrick, Lincoln, $49.57. 
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5# Eastern District 


Betty Mules, 
Associate Editor 


David City Area 
Lineah Johnson, Correspondent 


Darlene Rech, of Traffic, is on leave of 
absence to care for her husband who is re- 
cuperating from surgery. . . . Delores Moser 
has that certain finger, left hand, decorated 
with diamonds. A spring wedding is being 
planned. . . . Vivian Dee, cashier, spent her 
vacation in California visiting relatives and 
friends in Atascadero, Los Angeles and Long 
Beach. . . . Our lounge is much improved 
with new lockers. We surely do appreciate 
the added space and conveniences they af- 
ford us. 

Nebraska City Area 
Carol L. Broers and Norma Jean Dettmer, 
Correspondents 


The wonderful fall weather found several 
of the girls on vacation. Eunice Riggs visit- 
ed in Scottsbluff and in Wisconsin. Melba 
Heusman spent her vacation in Chicago. 
Mary Lou Gude has been walking on the 
clouds, that certain person being due home 
from the service about December 10th. 
Margaret Watkins and her son, Jack, have 
moved into a new apartment, so Margaret 
has been busy getting things in order. 
From what we hear, Marlene Waller, a re- 
cent bride, has been having trouble with her 
cooking and baking. Don’t feel bad, Mar- 
lene, not everyone is born an expert cook. 
oe Recent visitors in the Nebraska City 
office were Mrs. Caroline Teten and her son. 

. The LT&T bowling team members are 
holding their own and their new shirts are 
pretty snazzy. .. . At this writing Ivan 
Livingston and Raymond Kinnison are both 
on vacation and it’s rumored that most of 
their time is being spent down on the ‘Good 
Old Missouri.’’ Ray’s boy, Floyd, is home 
on leave from the Navy... . The Commercial 
wants to thank Mrs. Jones, wife of Don 
Jones of Construction, for helping with the 
two babies whose young mother was plac- 
ing a LD eall in the phone booth in the lob- 
by of the telephone building. When both 
children started to cry it took both Mrs. 
Jones and Betty Christensen to quiet them 
so their mother could complete her call. . . 
A miscellaneous shower was held at St. 
Mary's Hall October 5 for Marlene Shelton of 


Traffic. . . . Colleen Fitzekam is sporting a 
diamond on that certain finger. . . . Phyllis 
Beers spent her vacation at home.... Sophia 


Windels spent a few days at Smith Center, 
Kansas, with her sister and family. 
Elmer Neujahr took a week of his vacation 
to stay home and rest. . .. Chester Byard 
and wife visited relatives in Kansas for the 
last week of his vacation. ... Pauline Coe of 
Douglas underwent surgery ina Lincoln hoe: 
pital. We wish her a speedy recovery. 


Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 

Vacations are about to wind up in the 
Seward area. Mr. and Mrs. Gray spent their 
vacation on an extended tour through the 
southern states. Virginia Coffey of Traffic 
spent her vacation just “messing” around 
home. Eileen Bartels remained at home, en- 
joying her family. . The Fischers of Mil- 
ford spent Thanksgiving with her folks in 
Lincoin, while Bernice Mueller spent the day 
with her sister in Omaha. Joe Abrams 
visited the office recently. Glad to see you, 
Joe! ... Greetings to Chris Haberman from 
the Seward gang. Chris Haberman, former 
area manager at Seward, spent a couple of 
hours with the old gang. He came from 
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California for the funeral of his mother at 
Friend. A quick dinner was arranged for 
the employees who had formerly worked 
with him. Attending the dinner were Lydia 
Kriegshauser, Beata Merz, Laura Douty, Ber- 
nice Mueller, Giadys Walker, Dora Plessel, 
and Helen Norwood. ... The commercial of- 
fice is proud of its new electric adding ma- 
chine. Things should really fly now. 


Wahoo Area 


Leona Yarmon, Correspondent 


Vacations certainly followed the same trend 
this year. Melvin Sorenson, Loretta Vaca, 
Frances Bordovsky, Barbara Swanda, Mae 
Meduna and Margaret Kohn all spent their 
vacations at home taking life easy. . . . Marlis 
Grubaugh spent her vacation in Wisconsin 
visiting her husband who is serving with the 
U. S. Army. ... Anne Palensky has return- 
ed to work after an operation on her leg. 
Glad her recovery was a speedy one. . 
Ethel Daharsh, Hazel Hagenbuck, and the 
guest of honor, Mary Beaty, celebrated Mary’s 
birthday by taking in a show in Lincoln and 
later having supper. . . The aroma of ba- 
con and eggs have settled after a 7 a.m. 
breakfast in the basement of the telephone 
office. Twila Rockwell and Lucille Albert 
were the talk of the crowd. The party was 
a “come as you were” affair. Bet Twila and 
Lucy will get up earlier after this. Everyone 
seemed to enjoy themselves, though. . . 
Hazel Hagenbuck, a very dear friend to all 
of us, is now taking life easy as of Novem- 
ber 1. She was given a watch by the Wahoo 
office in recognition of her many years with 
us. A dinner was also given in her honor at 
the Vet’s Memorial Building. Out-of-town 
guests were Paul H. Henson, Jim Cruick- 
shank, Walter F. Roberts, Mr. and Mrs. Al- 
vin Wait, Dorothy Grafton and Bob Black- 
ford of Lincoln. Mr. and Mrs. Charlie No- 
vak and Lura Blackman of Ashland also 
attended. . Marlene Fujan’s ring on left 
finger matches the sparkle in her eyes. A 
January wedding is planned. ... Mrs. Wash- 
burn and pupils and Alan Lewis and pupils 


The Champ Again 


Down Superior way is a huntsman who prob- 
ably doesn’t know the difference between “yoicks”’ 
and “‘tallyho,’” and has never blown a winding 
horn. But Lloyd (Shrimp) Whitney never fails to 
write “‘mission accomplished” at the end of a 
hunting trip. The October issue of the News 
pictured Shrimp dressing out his antelope, felled 
near Hemingford. During November he made two 
trips to the deer country, bagging two “white 
tails’’ on November 1, and a mule deer on No- 
vember 15. In the picture he is posing with his 
“white tails,” a yearling buck and a two-year- 
old doe. 
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mercial, Plant and Traffic by personnel in 
charge. .. . Lura Blackman, C.O., spent her 
vacation at the home of her son in Oklahoma 
City. She is training her only granddaughter 
to be a telephone operator. . . . Corinne 
Stralow enjoyed her vacation at the home 
of her parents in Morrison, Illinois. ... Betty 
Berge spent a week of her vacation at home. 


. Charles Novak, manager, spent his vaca- 
tion at home, as did Gladys Ball, Commercial. 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Lowell drove to Still- 
water, Oklahoma, to attend a wedding. 


Paula Otte, 
Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Marcelene Behrends, Correspondent 


Alice Haddox enjoyed a few days’ vacation 
visiting her sister in Oklahoma City, re- 
turning by way of Arkansas, Missouri and 
Kansas. . . . Perhaps Oakel Butler should 
receive a new alarm clock for Christmas. It 
seems she set hers for 6:15 a.m. (as usual). 
Got up when the alarm went off, and fixed 
coffee and toast. She glanced at the clock 
on the range which read 12:30. She looked 
at another electric clock which also pointed 
to 12:30, so Oakel decided to check with the 
operator who informed her that 12:30 was 
the hour. So Oakel left her toast and coffee 
and jumped right back into bed. ... Doris 
Peterson enjoyed her vacation visiting 
friends in Fort Scott, Kansas, and Lexington, 
Missouri. She also took shopping trips to 
Lincoln and Nebraska City. . .. Roberta Re- 
buck was the nervous hostess at a birthday 
party for her son Larry on November 17. 
The little folks enjoyed games, ice cream 
and birthday cake. 


Beatrice Area 
Lucile Richardson, Correspondent 


Myrtle Janssen enjoyed a week’s beautiful 
autumn vacation in the Ozarks. ... Irma 
Arnold visited her son and family in Denver. 


. . Norma Wallman is in the midst of happy 
days. Her husband is home from overseas. 


. . . Elsie Cooper spent a long Thanksgiving 
at Cheyenne. . Dorothy Foster and Mary 
Hillhouse have completed their L.D. training. 


Fairbury Area 
Betty Shepherd, Correspondent 


No news is good news, so they say. Vaca- 
tions are about rounded up here and every- 
one is waiting for cold weather. ... Dorcas 
Slater is back at work after three weeks of 
keeping the road hot between Fairbury and 
Lincoln, where she visited her daughter... . 
Mandane Reid whiled away the last week of 
her vacation at Lincoln and Edgar... . Earl 
Schemmerhorn came home from Wyoming 
with something different-—-salami made with 
deer meat. It was good, as your correspon- 
dent can attest. ... Mr. Longdon’s week-end 
hunting trips finally came through. He came 
nome last time with five ducks. His shoot- 
ing spot is up on the Platte River, by the 
way. . . . Charlotte Jordan is home from 
the hospital feeling fine, in good spirits, and 
wanting lots of company—oops! she just this 
minute came in to pay us a visit; said she 
felt so good she couldn't stay home! : 
Yours truly finally got away from the grind 
and visited friends in Wichita, Kansas, over 
the week end. ... That big smile you see is 
Irene James. Paul called from San Francisco 
after spending a year in Korea. She flew— 
I mean drove—to Grand Island to get him 
on a Sunday evening. Happy landing, folks. 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Goracke, Correspondent 

Henri Goracke was one of the bridesmaids 
at her sister’s wedding on November 20. 
She didn’t trip while walking down the aisle 
or spill champagne on her dress, but it must 
have been too strenuous an ordeal because 
she immediately took a week’s vacation. Some 
of this time was spent getting acquainted in 
Red Cloud. Vernabelle Mommens also 
enjoyed a week’s vacation at home... . Bon- 
nie Bicknell and Shirley Hagelback were 
hostesses for a bridal shower, and when 
they asked the guests to write their favorite 
recipe they received some very odd ones. 
. Cecile Morehead, Clara Costello, Norma 
Lee Hahn and Irene Shew had a steak din- 
ner and took in a movie in Auburn recently. 
No special occasion—just a Dutch Treat... . 
Irene Shew and Shirley Hagelback were 
among the lesser winners in a local contest 
and received certificates for credit on a new 
sewing machine; and Hilda Ramsey’s luck 
is still holding—she won a certificate for use 
on a TV Set. That blue smoke that’s 
seen so early these cold mornings is left by 
Jim Smith on his way to his duck blind. The 
ducks bagged aren’t as noticeable as his per- 
severance. Al Zehrung, our directory 
salesman, is here with a repertoire of anec- 
dotes a mile long. . . . Darlene Schulte was 
kept busy taking care of her boy who was 
unlucky enough to get chicken pox... . 
Tiny Hanau wrecked his Studebaker in col- 
lision with an inmovable object—a_ stock 
truck that got in his way. ... The Thanks- 
giving holiday passed quietly with everyone 
enjoying the nice weather and big dinners. 
The only complaint heard was the usual one 

of having eaten too much. 


7 Westexrin District 


Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
Velma Bock, Correspondent 


Vacations still seem to be in order with 
Viola Wall spending a week at home. 
Virginia Baker, whose fiancee is back from 
Korea, is also enjoying two weeks’ vacation 
at home. Cc. J. Crew and A. L. Acker- 
mann have completed the eight-week Human 
Relations course at Hastings. .. . Our special 
congratulations to Eita Griffin on her thir- 
tieth anniversary. John Scheierman is 
spending a week's vacation at home. 


Hastings Area 


Luetta Bacon, Correspondent 

Even though summer is gone, a few are 
still enjoying vacations. Helen Campbell 
journeyed to Texas for a week and then 
back to South Dakota. Aletha Bennett did 
some pheasant hunting but due to a sprain- 
ed hand she was unabie to finish the sea- 
son. Marjorie Henry spent her vacation at 
home with her housekeeping. . .. Things 
are back to normal after the Open House. 
Despite the confusion, we enjoyed playing 
host to our subscribers. 


Hebron Area 
Mary Wright, Correspondent 


Margaret Bethscheider, our chief operator, 
is in St. Joseph’s Hospital at Concordia, 
Kansas, recovering from a recent operation. 
We hope she will be feeling much _ better 
soon. ... Anita Williams and her son, Stan, 
visited her sister and family in Wisner over 
the week end. Bob Lemkau had a 
week’s vacation and entertained company 
visiting them from Denver, Colorado. 


Stromsburg Area 
Betty Beebe, Correspondent 

The last of the vacationers this year are 
Marvin Pilford, who spent the time at home 
relaxing, and R. E. Wait who is enjoying his 
favorite sport—duck hunting. . . . Clyde 
Whittington, car inspector, was in the area 
this week, inspecting all company cars. 


Shuffleboard Comes fo the 
Club Room 


Getting a big play in the men’s club room at 
Lincoln is the latest addition to the game room, 
“Shuffleboard,” Noon- -day athletes are usually 
queued in pairs waiting to challenge the winner. 
In the picture, Roland Wart, Lincoln Plant, is 
about to send his fourth puck ‘toward the beckon- 
ing far corner, while Dick Sinclair, Accounting, 
awaits his final turn. 


Superior Area 
Margaret A. Hanson, Correspondent 


Area Manager Frank Kubat has returned 
from a vacation trip to New Orleans and 
other points South, and reports a wonder- 
ful trip. ...H. L. Whitney enjoyed some 
deer hunting near Sundance, Wyoming. He 
and his companion returned with two black 
tail deer. Geraldine Williams recently 
enjoyed a day in Lincoln shopping. ... Phyl- 
lis Beltoft was the happy recipient of an 
orchid from her fiance in Japan, the occa- 
sion being an engagement anniversary. Spi 
Faye Pettit spent her vacation at her home 
in Kansas. ... LaVeta Dunn, our night op- 
erator, had an unwelcome early morning 
visitor—little Mr. Mouse himself. But his 
freedom was of short duration when he got 
to scampering near the mouse traps. 

Our sympathy is extended to Clarinda Lake 
in the recent death of her brother, Harley. 


Sutton Area 

Catherine Cassell, Correspondent 
Mr. Mankamyer completed the eight-week 
course, ‘“‘Human Relations in Management,” 
which was held at Hastings and conducted 
by Joe Adamson. . Lucyle Scheidemann, 
Iris Ramsey, and Mr. and Mrs. A. D. Cassell 
attended the Open House at Hastings on 
November 4. ... R. C. Culver and Manager 
Mankamyer were at Hastings November 4 

and 5, helping with the Open House. 


York Area 


Virginia Petersen, Correspondent 

Again, at Thanksgiving time, everyone en- 
joyed a big dinner and a day of relaxation. 
Rocky Light stayed home and enjoyed a 
goose dinner. Lois Miller went to her grand- 
mother’s home in Arcadia, and Virginia Pe- 
tersen and husband journeyed to Utica for 
a turkey dinner. The local women’s 
bowling team is holding fourth place now. 
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As a result of having the highest score for 
the women during the week, Rocky Light 
was eligible to compete in the Seward-Bowl 
which is broadcast over the radio every Sun- 
day afternoon. The towns taking part in the 
bowling are Stromsburg, Utica, Seward and 
York. Prizes are given those having the 
highest score. Nancy Kops spent her 
vacation last week with her parents at Bene- 
dict. . . . Two traffic girls, Virginia Cotner 
and Margie Mouden, are proudly wearing 
beautiful diamonds. Virginia and _ fiance 
Roger Richardson have no definite plans as 
yet. Margie has resigned her position to be 
married December 5 to Bob Johansen. 


Accounting 


Revenue Section 


Eunice Bailey, Associate Editor 


Everyone around here is too deeply en- 
grossed in Christmas to be making much 
news. . . . Julia and Orrin Kastning spent 
Thanksgiving in Blue Earth, Minnesota, and 
Estella Foght went to Salina, Kansas, for the 
big day. Gerrie and Larry Lorenzen ate 
their turkey with Larry’s family at Neligh. 
Seems everyone else cooked, ate, washed 
dishes or just did nothing. ... Tillman’s was 
the scene of a good-bye lunch2zon for Shirley 
Bauer who will be very busy now studying 
up on baby formulas and the proper way to 
wash diapers. Geraldine Morrison is 
wearing a lovely diamond on her left hand, 
and she is sparkling just as much as the 
diamond. . . . Alvina Upitis spent her vaca- 
tion in Chicago. She enjoyed every minute 
of it, but was glad to get home again. She 
reports the streets and stores were so crowd- 
ed that she is sure all 5 million Chicagoans 
went down town the same day. ... Betty 
Biggs is back with us after a bout with a 
very severe cold. .Darlene Russell and 
her husband went on a hunting trip to Con- 
cordia, Kansas, recently. She says WE got 
three ducks. After questioning her quite 
closely the true story emerges. Friend hus- 
band arose at the ghastly hour of 4 a.m. 
and went hunting. Our fair heroine was 
sound asleep in bed when WE shot the 
ducks. . . . The Nebraska-Oklahoma football 
game attracted several of our girls. Blanche 
Buel and Kay Pfeiffer went down to give the 
team a boost. Also making the same journey 
were Marilyn and Rosilyn Fahleson and De- 
loris Blome. . The bowling team is now 
smartly attired in look-alike white blouses. 
There seem to be a few complaints as to 
how they fit. What did you expect, girls— 
the new Dior look? .. . Mickey Ward is 
bordering on a state of physical and financial 
collapse as she prepares for both Christmas 
and the wedding of her sister Alice. Guess 
the final straw would be for brother Tom 
to send home the very troublesome monkey 
he recently purchased in Japan, where he is 
stationed. ... And so a very Merry Christ- 
mas and a Happy New Year to all of you 
from each and every one of us. 


Accounting 


Disbursement & Printing Service 
Mary Boshart, Associate Editor 


This office seemed quite lonely last week 
with so many people gone—some on vaca- 
tions, others just taking a long Thanksgiv- 
ing holiday. Dewey and Lila Nelsen spent a 
week in Oklahoma City and while there at- 
tended the Cornhusker game. Harold Brady 
boarded the “Special” and also saw the 
game in OkKlahoma. Pat Deinert, John 
Backstrom, George Mann, Alvina Miller and 
Irene Stolz spent vacation time around home. 
Aunty Alvina Miller had quite a week try- 
ing to keep her nephew and niece fed, ba- 
thed, clothed, off to school on time, ete., 
while the stork was delivering a new niece. 


Alvina says she’d much rather figure pay- 


rolls. . . . Grace Hauschild, accompanied by 
Frances Virgil, spent Thanksgiving in Sioux 
City. . . . The Accounting bowling team 


wishes George Mann would bowl a 543 series 
more often and George, no doubt, is wishing 
the same thing. ... Carl Ahl and Jack Geist 
really got a workout at the Accounting- 
Engineering party held at Seward recently. 
They fixed 30 luscious steaks which were 
devoured by 30 hungry people. Ummmm!!! 
Wish there had been seconds. Harold Brady 
kept the party alive with a variety of games. 


eb We were happy to see our former 
Voucher Supervisor, Mr. S. F. Bush, in the 
office. He and his wife plan to spend about 
a month in Lincoln before returning to their 
home in California. . . . Edna Rosane made 
the mistake of saying ‘you bring the turkey” 
when she invited her family for Thanks- 
8lving dinner. Her son-in-law appeared at 
the door on the night before Thanksgiving 
Carrying a 22 pound bird. Imagine pre- 
Paring such a big turkey for four people! 
Edna was wishing that she had just imagined 
it. . . . If you think Pat Deinert and Judy 
Barga look weary, it’s because they’ve been 
sitting up late with their new TV sets... . 
Wauneta Drake is back at work after a 
battle with the flu bug. . Ann Mooney 
and hubby spent Thanksgiving visiting rela- 
tives at Plymouth. . Kay and Phil Cole 
have purchased a home and are now in the 
midst of moving. Kay is not only antici- 
pating the arrival of new furniture, but also 
the arrival of her mother-in-law from Mas- 
sachusetts. We're sure Kay is hoping her 
mother-in-law will help them get settled. 
‘ Jean and Loren Leatherman have al- 
ready decided where each piece of furniture 
1S to be placed in the house which is being 
built for them and which they’re hoping will 
be completed by the end of December... . 
B. J. Sievers and family put on cold weather 
apparel for their Thanksgiving trip to Cozad. 
The cold weather which was hovering over 
Lincoln had passed over Cozad hours earlier 
and the Sievers found their clothing a bit 
warm. Other guests who arrived on the 
scene from Denver complained about the 
cold, saying the temperature was about 70 
degrees when they left Denver. Weather— 
always a good topic of discussion. 


Central 
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Lillian B. Schafer, 
Associate Editor 


Due to a misunderstanding as to when the 
copy was due, we have been absent for two 
months. This time we made it... . Recent 
and welcome visitors in our office were 
Marge Whiting and Sheila Schabacker. Carol 
Wilson and Ruth White were in to show off 
their new sons. ...A baby shower in honor 
of Doris Wanzer was held at the home of 
Mary Pohlenz November 11. Everyone had a 
good time and hopes to go back to Mary’s 
again as she is a good cook... . Journeying 
to Oklahoma for the game were Virginia 
Anderson, Ron Ahi, Bill Huddleston, Jack 
Caldwell and Bedric Wanek. Thelma 
Mahlman now has something to keep her 
company when hubby is working nights—a 
little Boston Toy Terrier named Skipper. 
From all reports he is a wonderful dog... 
Vacations haven't ended and the latest ones 
include Mr. and Mrs. A. B. Waters at the 
American Royal Horse Show in Kansas City; 
Mr. and Mrs. Geist took in the sights of 
Chicago; C. A. Eggerss stayed home and 
redecorated his house; Bedric Wanek to Colo- 
rado; Polly Hostetler to Des Moines; George 
Ramsey went hunting and spent the rest of 
the time at home: Thelma Mahlman cleaned 
house and then decided to rest; Velora No- 
votny stayed home atso to enjoy her baby 
daughter; Viola Fischer took a trip through 
the Ozarks and enjoyed it very much. Other 
Stay-at-home gals were Verna Alexander, 
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Roger Krhounek On All-State 


The Ghost of the Oval, they called 
him, this 17-year-old senior of Lincoln 
High School’s state champion football 
team. He was the top selection for the 
all-state backfield in both the Lincoln 
Journal and the Omaha World-Herald. 
Roger is the son of Joe Krhounek, of 
the general shop, and formed another 
bond with the company by working on 
a part-time basis during the spring and 
summer of this year. 

Weighing in at only 158 and stand- 
ing 5°11” Roger had the speed and 
change of pace to outrun opposing ends 
on wide sweeps off the Red and Black's 
single wing. He had the uncanny 
ability to throw the ball, on the run, 
into the outstretched arms of a brother 
Link far down the field. All told, 
Roger scored 17 touchdowns and 109 
points during the course of the season. 


Lois Meyer and Marfae Wergin. ... Ruth 
Fulmer had a bout with the flu and was 
away for a week and a half. Glad to see 
her back with us once more. ... Peace and 
quiet settled over the directory department 
as the new directory went into the hands 
of the printer. Bill Quinn went on a week’s 
well earned vacation. Credit is due also to 
the four gals in the directory department 
who did a swell job. . Esther and Jean 
Baker spent the week end in York visiting 
relatives. Congrats are in order for 
Norma Johnson who is “pinned.” She pass- 
ed candy to the gang the next day and also 
several days later. When asked what the 
second occasion was, we discovered there 
wasn't any—she was just hungry... . Then 
there is the case of two gray hats that are 
Side by side every day. It finally happened 
when Alex Geist walked out of the office 
at five o’clock with Waldo McDowell's hat. 
He didn’t get very far before Mr. McDowell 
caught him and claimed his own hat. Guess 
the other one didn't fit very well. 
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Cafeteria 


By Marcia Watson 


Reah Churchill spent part of her vacation 
visiting her folks in Beatrice and the most 
of it housecleaning. . Mabel Pettet wel- 
comed a new granddaughter and spent her 
vacation ‘‘baby-sitting’ with the new baby’s 
sisters and commuting to Omaha... . Thelma 
Spellman and her mother drove to Denver 
to be with Thelma’s brother and wife and 
enjoy the mountains. ... Reah Churchill was 
delighted with a new grandson born in Oc- 
tober to Reah’s daughter Carol of Central 
Commercial. ... Marcia Watson and husband 
spent a week in Chicago with two of their 
sons; one week end in the Black Hills; and 
as a grand finale, flew to Jackson, Missis- 
sippi, to visit another son, with side trips to 
Vicksburg, New Orleans and the Gulf of 
Mexico. On the way home “saw” St. Louis 
and Mark Twain’s home and museum in 
Hannibal, Missouri. . . . Mrs. Henry Lee 
(Lydia Tice), formerly of the cafeteria, vis- 
ited us recently. Lydia and Henry were 
married November 6. Both are former em- 
ployees. 


construction 


Shirley Hess, 
Associate Editor 


Late vacationers include Herman Studier, 
who tied in business with pleasure and had 
a very enjoyable trip to Denver. . . . Cliff 
Artz spent his vacation in Arkansas visiting 
his brother on the farm. We understand he 
had quite an experience with a certain piece 
of farm equipment. ... The warehouse has 
been blue with cigar smoke recently—the 
reason, several marriages and new additions 
to families. These are noted elsewhere in the 
news. ... <A. W. Holcomb and G. A. Foster 
were members of the H. H. Wheeler Mem- 
orial class of the Scottish Rite and are now 
32nd Degree Masons. Mack Nickell is 
back working again following his recent 
appendectomy. He says he feels fine and 
it’s nice to see you back, Mack. . . . Hope 
Santa Claus is good to all of you and every- 
one has a merry, merry Christmas and a 
happy New Year. 
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Dorothy Miller, 
Associate Editor 


Vacations are about over, but we do have 
some to report from our departments. 
Claude Helm is winding up his vacation by 
trying to get in some last-minute hunting. 
As yet, we don’t know what kind of luck he 
is having. 


Custodian’s Department 
Paul Radebaugh, Correspondent 

Harriett Gallagher spent her vacation at 
home by getting her apartments cleaned and 
rented. . . . Ronnie Cotton spent most of his 
vacation loafing around home. He did man- 
age to get in a little fishing and hunting 
around Shickley and Ashland. 


"5-7" Office 

cation during October. He spent one day 
pheasant hunting and other than that stayed 
around home. . -Howard Smith is now the 
owner of an English Setter, so consequently 
has been spending most of his week ends 
quail hunting. 


japan 


Toll Equipment Department 
Judy Whitney, Correspondent 
It is good to have Charlie Peachman back 
with us after his recent illness. ... Ardell 
Robison spent a week at Hebron doing some 
switchboard work. . .. Your correspondent 
and husband journeyed to Oklahoma for the 
football game. 


Wire Chief’s Department 
Sharon Smith, Correspondent 


Ernie Wedgwood was on _ vacation last 
month, but claims he spent most of the time 
at home. ... Hazel and Wayne Higgins went 
hunting one week end, but could find noth- 
ing to shoot at but corn cobs and beer cans. 
Better luck next time, kids! Joe Miller and 
his brother-in-law had very good luck the 
week end they went. They had their limit 
before 8:00 a.m. Several people from this 
department migrated to Oklahoma for the 
football game. A few who went were “Pat” 
Pattison, Marvin Murphy and your corres- 
pondent. Paul Ejisenbarth tells of the 
lady who called in for the Fire Department 
and wanted to know if she could burn a pile 
of leaves, saying, “I'll stand right over 
them.’’ .. . At this time the associate editor 
and correspondents of the Central District 
Plant take the opportunity to wish everyone 
“A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A 
HAPPY NEW YEAR.” 
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J. S. Reed 
Associate Editor 


Max Walker took a week’s vacation, be- 
ginning the day after Thanksgiving. Point 
of interest was Johnson Lake and object 
(needless to say) was duck hunting! His 


VACCINE 


MARCH OF DIMES 
Sanuary 3-2 


Dread, crippling Polio has struck among us 
within the past few months and we have been 
able to see, firsthand, the great work done by 
the Foundation, which in turn is financed by the 
March of Dimes Campaign. The obligations of 
19SS5 will be twofold, because the Salk polio 
vaccine tricls must be financially superimposed 
on the National Foundation’s patient care pro- 
gram for those born too soon to benefit from any 
polio preventive. The success of this great work 
depends on each of us individually. Let’s con- 
tribute generously to the March of Dimes. 
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Cable's Little Helper is "Lary Susan” 


The denizens of Lincoln Cable Facilities, pictured above, are happy—as all can see. Cause of 
the contentment is the new cable record rack, which occupies the center portion of four facing desks. 
All necessary records for their work-a-day hours are right at their fingertips‘ another evidence of the 
advantage of a mechanized world. Heretofore the terminal and left-in cards, the cable, line equip- 
ment and feed record books have been filed and piled in assorted places about the room. Now, 
with a flick of the wrist, the proper card or book revolves within easy reach of each of the four 


clerks. This modern age! 


The rack is a masterpiece of construction, and well it might be, for it is a composite effort of 
several of our noted handcrafters. Vaughn Baum carried his idea to Kent Eno, who set the design 
to paper. Welton Grant did the steel work; Walt Knudson the bearing assembly; while Bill Rosenthal 
and Ray Sherman put the pieces together, and applied the final touches. 

In the picture are members of Cable Facilities. From left: Donna DeMoulin, Magdalen Heser, 
Vaughn Baum, Hazel Higgins, Roy Mills and Sandra Carter. 


companions on the hunting trip were Hough- 
ton Furr and Lyle Young... . Callers in the 
general plant office were Bill Hassler on 
November 5, Bert Huddleston and “Si’’ Bush 
on November 19, and F. E. Behm on De- 
cember 1. We appreciate these visits very 
much—come again! 


Rexine Bretta 
Associate Editor 


About the oddest thing we’ve ever heard 
of happened to Hazel Neman. You can read 
all about it on ‘“‘The Back Page’’. ... Jackie 
Crook had the misfortune to break a finger 
in her right hand. But the injury didn’t 
keep from seeing the Nebr.-Okla. game with 
Donna Donovan. June Hudson and her hus- 
band also went to Norman for the game.... 
The girls got quite a kick out of the ticket 
with a NF report on it and a twenty-minute 
subsequent attempt time on the back of it. 
Of course it was an error but couldn’t you 
just see a man running into a house and in- 
stalling a telephone in twenty minutes! . 
The aircraft flash calls on Sundays provide 
a little excitement. In fact some _ people 
must get very excited for a call to the S. A. 
was answered by “Aircraft flash, Miss Heck- 
man speaking!” ... Rosie Armagost couldn’t 
resist looking at those new Fords every day, 
so they now own one. There’s just one 
catch, though, the new car has a clutch and 
gear shift so Rosie has to learn how to drive 
all over again. Gertie Behm spent a 
delightful 8 days in New York City going 
on sightseeing trips, seeing stage and TV 
shows including the Dave Garroway and 
the Gary Moore show. Just hearing her 
tell about it makes you enjoy her trip as 
much as she did. ... Maxine Petty went to 
Indiana in their new Chevrolet on her 
vacation. . . . Eleanor Buettgenback went to 
San Francisco and Phoenix. Laverne 
Rudell went to Minneapolis where her daugh- 
ter received an early Xmas gift of a canary. 
Laverne didn’t tell us if the bird enjoyed the 
trip home or not! Dorothy Grafton spent 
her vacation in Omaha. Eunice Green went 
to Creighton and also spent Thanksgiving 
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there. Arlene Heideman visited her parents 
at Tecumseh; Marilyn Schroder went to Pal- 
myra; Doris Brown and Donna Kalina went 
to Pawnee City and Donna traveled on to 
Kansas City. Marie Portsche went to York 
and Crete. Those vacationing at home were: 
Shirley Gillispie, Pearl Lawson, Carol Allen, 
Ruth Goslin, Barbara Nesmith, Ruth Fleisch- 
mann, Kathleen Roemmich and Eloise Bald- 
win. ... If you girls can’t find skewers or a 
needle and thread when you stuff a turkey, 
just do as your associate editor’s husband did 
on Thanksgiving. Use big safety pins! It 
works too. Not a bit of the stuffing came 


out! 
22 Supply 


Florence Tatman, 
Associate Editor 


The vacation of the year, so far as our 
thinking is concerned, is Mr. and Mrs. Stacy’s 
trip to Port of Spain, Trinidad Island, off 
the coast of Venezuela, South America, where 
they plan to spend several months visiting 
their son Howard. In spite of several months 
previous planning, they were not able to se- 
cure boat passage from the U.S.A., so trav- 
eled by air to their destination. They plan 
to be back next April, and no doubt will 
have some beautiful pictures to show us. 

. Ruth Balster vacationed in Port Arthur, 
Texas over the Thanksgiving holiday, and 
reports a hearty welcome by a= colossal 
mosquito population. Kent Eno’s en- 
thusiasm about his new Mercury, which has 
been permeating our locale, was dampened 
somewhat by his ‘‘no luck”’ hunting trip, but 
he says he had a good time anyway. With 
a heated and kitchen-equipped blind, whoa 
wouldn't have a good and restful time, say 
we. . . . Ernie Royce finally managed ta 
slip away between Community Chest and 
Human Relations Class meetings for a short 
vacation trip to Minnesota, cutting his time 
there short to be back for a Pioneer meet- 
ing called for a Friday afternoon, only to 
learn when he arrived that the meeting had: 
been postponed until the following Monday. 
i We are happy to report that Charles 
Hansen is recovering very satisfactorily from 
his illness, and believes that he will be able 
to return to work about the first of the vear. 
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C.D.0. one chilly asm. He deposited 
his hat on the cold gas heater as _ he 
entered, and went about his business of 
checking the equipment. He left the 
door ajar, and the temperature drop was 
enough to operate the thermostat. The 
stove popped on, unbelnownst to Mr. 
Darnold. Several minutes later, when 
he went to retrieve his hat, he found 
it charred to a cinder. 


DONT YOU THINK WE OUGHT 
10 GO BACK ND 


Chet Harp, Toll Test, deserted his 
wife on a recent trip to the south- 
land. She was asleep in the back seat 
as they stopped for gas at a filling 
station. Chet and his son, Dale, got 
out to stretch their legs. When they 


got under way they failed to check 
their passengers, and were several 
miles down the highway before Dale 


discovered his mother was missing. 
They found her at the filling station, 
a bit worse for worry. 
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HELLO, INFORMATION 7 
HOW DO YOU SPELL 
“HSTUMA ? 
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YOU WOULDNT 
BELIEVE IT 
IF | TOLD 


Hazel Neman, Lincoln Traffic, 
planted grass seed last fall 
and left her "lawn shoes" in 
the basement. Weeks later she 
noticed a fine crop of grass, 
almost high enough ffor the 
first cutting, growing out of 
the porous cork soles, 


‘LL SHOOT 
THE FIRST GUY 
WHO BRINGS UP 
THE SUBJECT 


Unhappy man is Cliff Artz, 


cable foreman, who "helped" 
his brother on the farm as 
tractor operator in applying 


barnyard fertilizer to the 
field. Cliff started out in 
high gear and pulled the lever 
to operate the spreading 
mechanism — then glanced 
around to see how things were 
coming, just in time to get 
the first application squarely 
in the face} Cliff thinks he 
must have thrown the spreader 
into reverse gear. 


Parpart, Hebron 
Traffic, feels a _ bit 
younger since she ac- 
cepted a certain L.D. 
call and overheard the 
calling party say to 
someone in the room, 


"They have a child work-. 
ing at the switchboard, 
and she is doing pretty 
good, too." 


HEAD OFF IN THE 


neolu Celephone Dlews’ 
MDecember Ay 


OH NO! DONT 
LET IT HIT 
MY BUICK ! 


Waldo McDowell, Lincoln Business Office, 

“spied a flock of sparrows roosting above 

his brand new Buick, parked in the 

driveway. Being unhappy with the situa- 

tion, Waldo picked up a tin can and shied it at the 

intruders. The can struck the limb the birds were 

perched upon, but disturbed them not at all. The 

tragedy came as the can dropped downward, striking 

the top of the car, leaving a large blemish on its 
shiny surface. 


FIRE: 
FIRE! 


Erman Wheatcraft, Nebraska City Plant, visited 
the commercial office to check some subscriber 
cards, and while there left a trail of excite- 
ment by putting out a fire in a wastebasket 
during Fire Prevention Week. He missed being 
a hero on two counts: (1) The fire had burned 
itself out by the time Erman arrived with the 
extinguisher, and (2) he stands accused by the 
office force of starting the fire himself. 
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PARTY GOING ON 
NEXT DOOR: fos 
Uae 


John Spady gave [Ed 
Flowerday a call, 
and Ed intercepted 
it at a_ telephone 
in the next office. 


NEXT ROOM 


They spent the 
first five minutes 
trying to shout 


above the din that 
leaked through the 
thin partition that 
lay between. 


The orderly pattem of Charlie 
Peachman's day was rudely shaken 
one morning when he misread the 
clock and came rushing down the 
an hour ahead of 
Folks say he was weak 


DONT SEEM 
TO BE A BIT 
HUNGRY 


cafeteria line 
schedule. 
from hunger before the long after- 
noon was over. 


